In Chapters 11-15 SLIDE

we get a barrage of things that will create ritual purity 

and in 18-20 SLIDE

we get things that will create moral purity.  SLIDE
As we hear about reproductive fluids, 


skin diseases, 


mold, 


dead bodies 


and impure animals 



we wonder what exactly this has to do with being God's people.  

Moral purity sounds a little closer to what we would expect from scripture SLIDE

as we hear about care for the poor, 


sexual integrity, 


and social justice.

As we remember this is another creation story, 


we look at Genesis 1, 



to get the plot for these regulations.

In order for creation to happen, 


God created boundaries for all kinds of things, SLIDE


light and darkness, 



water and sky, 



sea and land.  


Then things were created as various kinds 



and bore fruit to make their kind, 


night and day, 


birds and fish according to their kind, 


finishing with animals of its kind.  SLIDE
The culmination of creation is making man in God's image.  

When we reach Genesis 2, 


we hear something surprising for one made in God's image


he was made from or of the ground, 



just like all the other creatues.  SLIDE
In Hebrew the word for ground is Adamah 


and Adam or man was made from that.  

So while we are made of the ground, 


we also have this higher calling to be made in God's image.  SLIDE
This higher calling being Holy 


as the Lord our God is Holy.

So we are dealing with two separate issues between 11-15 


and 18-20.  

One is being pure or impure, SLIDE
another way of saying clean or unclean 


in the first four chapters.  

When we move to the moral purity of 18-20, SLIDE

the actions are between Holy and Common


or God's ways 



vs Egypt and Canaans ways.  

Remember the priests last week SLIDE

were supposed to be able to tell the difference between the Holy and Common


as well as the clean and unclean.  

A modern person without the cultural perspective


 may wonder why such things are mentioned here for ritual purity. SLIDE
We need to remember what is a symbol of life and death.  

With reproductive fluids, 


while they do mean life, 



they only mean life when they are where they belong. 

When we get to childbirth, 


even those fluids which brought life into the world, 



brought mother and child to the threshold between death and life.  


For childbirth was a dangerous business.  SLIDE
In the middle ages, 


one in 18 mothers died in childbirth.  

Miscarriage rates today are still too high. 


1 in 4 pregnancies don't make it to full term, 

where as in 1500s, 


one study found 6 in 10 pregnancies ended in miscarriages.  

We do not have statistics from 1313 BC, 


but we can assume that the birth/death rate is higher than any parent wishes.  

Skin diseases and mold 


are also signs of death being possible 


where life should be.  SLIDE
The time of isolation, 


quarantine, 


and testing 



probably bring back memories of COVID.  

Everything prescribed here to keep death at bay 


is what we did as a modern society.  

We felt the symptoms or signs


and were to isolate in quarantine for 2 weeks at first, 


then test.  

I am glad you didn't have to come see me 


“the priest” 

to make a call whether the death had left you.  

The test in the box is a safer 


and more accurate method.  

But these methods 


helped keep the camp clean 



from infections or contagions and disease that lead to death.

The reason impurity was tracked is, 


if you come into the presence of God with those impurities, SLIDE


you will be like Aaron's sons, 


bringing death where only life is to dwell.  



So contact with dead bodies are also to be avoided.  

But this is a key point, SLIDE

just because you are impure, 


doesn't mean you are sinful, 



that you are following your will 



rather than Gods.  

Impurity can happen in so many ways, 


but it can be dealt with in the same way 



we dealt with possible exposures to covid.  


With washings 



and letting time pass.  

So initially, SLIDE

we are a common person 



who is either clean or unclean.  

If we are the latter, 


then we need to wash, 


wait, 


and test, 



before we approach God who is pure life.  

Before we move onto 18-20, 


a few words about the eating of animals 



that are labeled pure and impure.  

While we would be hard pressed 


to make a case about how all of them fit into these categories of life and death, 



there are some principles at work.  

We first see that they are presented SLIDE

by reversing the order of creation with land, sea, and sky.  

Next, 


we hear over and over the conditions of clean and unclean.  

Then the test cases SLIDE

of having one characteristic, 


but not the other.  



A mixed condition 




is always unclean.  



The lack of purity leaves it wanting.  

For birds, 


we get some clarity 



in that all the birds listed SLIDE


are birds of prey, 


animals that eat meat and blood.  

Blood is the symbol of life for each animal 


and blood is always  frowned upon consuming throughout scripture.  

Finally in 11:29, SLIDE

we hear of the animals that move on the ground are unclean.  

They get a bad rap from the serpent 


or the snake that moves along the cursed ground 


and that attribute protects the other animals 



from being consumed by the Israelites.

As we look over what God has said is clean and unclean, 


we see that there is not an area of the Israelites life 


that their relationship with God did not influence.  SLIDE
From the food they ate, 

to the clothes they wore 

and the houses they lived in, 


to the skin they walked around in, 


to the actions in which they created new life, 

these rituals were a constant reminder  SLIDE

about the precious dance we are constantly in 



between life and death.  

That there was nothing beyond the reach of God.  

Even in their most intimate moments with each other, 


life was either being created 


or missed.

All of this left us being either pure or impure, 


having life or death upon us.  SLIDE
But it did not make us Holy.  


Even if we were always pure, 

that does not make us Holy.  

It just means we have the capacity to be in the same space as God.  SLIDE
That is why we have chapters 18-20 on moral purity.  


Care for the poor, 


sexual integrity, 


and social justice help us embody who God is.  

They set us apart 


and make us unique.  

All of physical creation was created common.  

We were made from the earth just like everything else.  SLIDE

Yet in Genesis 1:26, 



we are made in God's image.  

This gave us the potential to be Holy like God, 


set apart like God, 



to be something more than just good, 


but very good.

In order to be set apart 


like God is set apart, 

we need to live in a different way 


from the ways of fallen man. 

So we are given these guidelines 


in areas of our life 



that set us apart into a new way of life.  

A way that sets us apart from the warring, 


power driven man 

and into a people who know that life is found 


by creating more life 



within the proper boundaries.  


Who are looking for ways to bring others into this way of life.  


To help those who are not feeling blessed by God 



be blessed.  

So all the sexual laws 


call us to have proper boundaries with who we are intimate with, 



so that we are not defiled.  

Next are rules that echo the 10 Commandments.  


They keep on pointing us in ways 



to depend on the source of life, 




Yahweh,



and not depend on other gods.  SLIDE
This is why Leviticus asks us not to put tattoo marks on ourself, 


because the Cananites believed 



they could communicate with the dead 


through self mutilation 


and putting images of the dead on their skin.  

Yahweh is making clear 


that we are crossing a boundary 



in trying to talk through the dead.

Chapter 20 drives this call to Holiness home 


with the repeated phrase of, SLIDE


“I am the Lord, 



who makes you holy.  

This idea needs to be heard correctly.  


Verse 7 starts out telling us 



we are to consecrate ourselves and be holy, 




because Yahweh is the Lord our God.  


But in verse 8, 



Yahweh continues telling us, 




it is Yahweh who is making us holy.  

He gives us these decrees to follow, 


which make us holy, 



because it causes us to live differently 




in every aspect of our lives.  

Who our neighbor is changes, 

how we use our body changes, 

and how we act fairly with one another 


is under a different rubric.  SLIDE


Not just what is best for me, 




but what will bring life to all of God's creation.  

That is our calling, 


because remember we were to be stewards over God's creation 


and make it fruitful and multiply.  

The brokenness of the world is always saying, 


take care of yourself 



and that will make things right.  

If we are listening to the words of scripture, SLIDE

we are hearing serve others 



and that will make the world right.

So it should be no surprise that we hear, SLIDE

“18 Do not seek revenge 


or bear a grudge against one of your people, 



but love your neighbor as yourself. 




I am the Lord.” 



in this section.  

This is how those orientated to the Kingdom way of serving 


bring more life into the world. 

Part of the reason we are to love our neighbor as ourself, SLIDE

is that like impurity, 



holiness is contagious.  

It can be transferred from one person to the next.  


So we can become impure 



by touching someone or something who is impure.  


So can we take something or someone who is common 



and lead them into the holiness of God.  

We are all common, 


all made of the earth, 

but it is as we follow the ways of God 


that we grow in holiness, 


that bearing the image of God again.  

And in case we wanted to see the intentionality of God 


trying to help us bear his image, 

we look at how the number 7, 


the number of completeness and perfection is used. SLIDE
Leviticus 18 contains 14 laws (two times seven), 

Leviticus 19 contains 21 laws (three times seven), 

and Leviticus 20 contains 14 laws (two times seven). 

In these three chapters, 


we have 7 sets of seven laws that again, 

touch every part of our daily life 


so that we too can be Holy 


as our God is Holy 



in everything we do.

God is desiring to create a world 


where we can dwell with him each and every day.  

Next week, 


we will see our final piece 



that is keeping us from being able to be holy 


with the Day of Atonement.  

But  I hope you are able to see how Yahweh is addressing all the issues 


our hard hearts in Genesis created 


and Yahweh is leading us back to a relationship with him.  

We know we struggled in living this out, 


so I invite you to recall that Jesus, SLIDE
who we will touch on more next week, 


addressed all the clean issues in our call to worship from Luke 


and made it possible for us to be Holy again.  

For we must never forget, 


God wants to make us Holy 



and does the work to make us reflect his image that we were made in.
11
45 I am the Lord who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; therefore be holy, because I am holy. 
46 “ ‘These are the regulations concerning animals, birds, every living thing that moves in the water and every creature that moves about on the ground. 47 You must distinguish between the unclean and the clean, between living creatures that may be eaten and those that may not be eaten.’ ” 

12:7-8 “ ‘These are the regulations for the woman who gives birth to a boy or a girl. 8 If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering. In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean.’ ” 

13:45 “The person with such an infectious disease must wear torn clothes, let his hair be unkempt, cover the lower part of his face and cry out, ‘Unclean! Unclean!’ 46 As long as he has the infection he remains unclean. He must live alone; he must live outside the camp.  
14
54 These are the regulations for any infectious skin disease, for an itch, 55 for mildew in clothing or in a house, 56 and for a swelling, a rash or a bright spot, 57 to determine when something is clean or unclean. 
These are the regulations for infectious skin diseases and mildew. 

15 31 “ ‘You must keep the Israelites separate from things that make them unclean, so they will not die in their uncleanness for defiling my dwelling place, which is among them.’ ” 
32 These are the regulations for a man with a discharge, for anyone made unclean by an emission of semen, 33 for a woman in her monthly period, for a man or a woman with a discharge, and for a man who lies with a woman who is ceremonially unclean. 

18
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the Lord your God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their practices. 4 You must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the Lord your God. 5 Keep my decrees and laws, for the man who obeys them will live by them. I am the Lord. 
29 “ ‘Everyone who does any of these detestable things—such persons must be cut off from their people. 30 Keep my requirements and do not follow any of the detestable customs that were practiced before you came and do not defile yourselves with them. I am the Lord your God.’ ” 
19
The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy. 
37 “ ‘Keep all my decrees and all my laws and follow them. I am the Lord.’ ” 

20:22 “ ‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to the customs of the nations I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. 24 But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the Lord your God, who has set you apart from the nations. 

