Last week, 


we completed the journey through Revelation 



and sang the closing thought of Revelation, SLIDE

“Soon and very soon, 



we are going to see the King!”  

Now each morning 


except Saturday in the Mandeville household, 

we adults spend most of our morning saying, SLIDE

“It is almost time, 


you have 5 minutes, 


we are late, 



eat your breakfast, 



get your socks on, 



you need a different coat than that.”  

We have that on repeat, 


because we are trying to get the kids ready for the day.  



So they usually need to take off their pajamas 




and put on clothes that will have them ready for the day.  

I am assuming most of you do the same thing, with hopefully a little less repetition.

Now part of the reason we spend so much time and effort doing this in our house, 


is so that our children can do what they need to do in the day ahead.  

When they don't have breakfast, 


the day is much harder and emotionally challenging, 



because they are hungry.  

Without the proper clothes, 


they can't go out to recess 


and complain about how cold it is all the way there.  

All of these things prevent them from being one with the rest of the school. SLIDE
When we get to Paul's list of things to kill, 


to put to death 

and the things I am supposed to put on, 


you may be like me 



and start to tune out.  

Or at least I don't want to preach on the negative things, 


because it can start to sound like I am always nagging 



or to use the new term, SLIDE




virtue signaling.  


Showing how I am superior 



by what I do 




in comparison to everyone else.

That however 


is not what Paul is doing here.  

He is trying to get us to live into the great high calling 


that we all love to point to in verse 11. SLIDE


“Here there is no Greek or Jew, 



circumcised or uncircumcised, 



barbarian, Scythian, 



slave or free, 




but Christ is all, 




and is in all.”  

We often pay lip service to Christ being our all 


and that Christ is in all.  

It sure does not feel like it right now though.  

We keep finding new ways to say SLIDE

you are A 


and I am B.  

We keep finding differences to segregate ourselves into smaller groups.  


Usually, whatever group we are in, 



that is the right group 



and the other one is inferior.  

This particular list does not have male or female, 


but we should be aware that division is still alive and thriving in America.  

But the list is hitting the same issues.  


Greeks thought they were the aristocrats of the ancient world 



and claimed superiority there.  


The Jews were God's chosen people, 



ignoring their call from God 




to invite the world to be the chosen people with them.  


Circumcised showed you were part of God's covenant, 



lacking this procedure you were not.  


Barbarians were those who's language we could not understand, 



so it sounded like the name, “bar bar” SLIDE


or like any adult in a Snoopy cartoon.  


Sythians were even more out there.  



That was the region beyond the Black Sea 




that the Roman Empire had not made it past.  



The unknown made it seem even worse, 




because it allowed for the imagination to run wild 





with how different and wild they were from us.  


Slaves were not even considered humans by most in the Roman Empire.  



So there was a monumental difference between them 




and free Roman Citizens.  SLIDE


Being able to vote,



 marry, own property, 



choose how you will spend the day.

These are some of the divisions that were present in the Roman Empire 


as Paul wrote these words.  

Most are still present today 


and many other ways of distinguishing ourselves exist, 



just ask a sociologist.  


My generation keeps on getting new names 



to divide us into smaller and smaller groups.  

But a revolutionary part of the Gospel, SLIDE

is that Jesus reminds us 



that in Him, 


we are all one.  

Which we should know already, 


because we are all made in the image of God.  


We are all children of God.  


Those of us who know Jesus 



know we are Princes and Princesses of the the high King of Heaven.  


We are engaged to the Bridegroom, 



Jesus himself, 




waiting consummation of that union.

So if we know all of this, SLIDE

why and how are we still divided?  


Why are we in conflict?  



If you don't know of the division I am speaking of, 




look at any newspaper or news source.

Our division is flaring up again,


but it has flared up many times in our nations short history.



Why does that keep on happening.

Paul's list tell us why if we have time to contemplate it.


The issues that he lists 



are actually ones that lead to division 



and keep us from being unified in Jesus.  SLIDE
Verse 5 has 


what I see as the fruits of our division.  

Verses 8 and 9 


have the causes of the division.  



Anger, rage, malice, slander, 




and filthy language from your lips 



and do not lie to each other.  

So while verse 5 is bad, 


we can't hope to stop doing them 



until verse 8 and 9 are addressed. 



Until our heart is changed. 

So I want to take a deeper dive into the things we should take off 


and in doing so, 



will put to death our earthly nature.  

Next week, 


we will get to the second half that happens in our baptism, 



that of putting on new garments 



after shedding the old.

So to start off with, SLIDE

what is the difference between anger and rage?  


Or Orge and Thumos?  

The difference is speed and intensity.  


Orge is the slow cooker of anger.  



Sitting in the back ground for years, 




holding onto wrongs from previous time 




or even people.  



And like any good slow cooker recipe, 




opening the lid 




and stirring it every so often 





to make sure everything stays nice fresh.  


So if your blood pressure rises 



when someone mentions someone you haven't seen in a year or more, 




you have a nice batch of Orge anger going.  


Thumos is the fast food of the anger world.  



It heats up quickly 



and cools off just as fast.  


You know those fries that are piping hot as you grab the bag from the window 



and are cold by the time you make it home.  

You know who is making money on Thumos?  


Facebook 


and all the others who sell fear and division!  



The algorithms are set up to divide 




rather than unite.  

When things appear in your feed 


that make you angry about the world, 



you respond.  

I am aware of more than one person 


who has not responded in line with their normal worldview.  



That anger arises, 




you comment from Thumos.  



The adrenalin disappears 




and you have posted something 





that you would never say to the person's face.  


If you did it on Skagway Swap, 



you have now ignited Thumos in half the town 




who come out to counter your point 



while the other half says,




 “Amen.”  


We divide ourselves into more groups in the process, 



when Christ call us to be one. SLIDE
Malice is just a dangerous 


or Kakia.  

It is the “viciousness of mind 


from which all the individual vices spring.  


An all-pervading evil.”  

When Kakia is prevalent in our minds, 


we tend to be looking inward.  



What is best for me?  


We view things as attacks 



that may of just been circumstantial.  


We see everyone in the world as our competition or enemy, SLIDE


rather than as Bunny Lindergard in Juneau told me she views people.


She views everyone as, 



“Friends I just haven't met yet.”

After talking about our heart with Orge and Thumos, 

our mind with Kakia, SLIDE
we reach our tongue 


with slander, foul talk, and lying.  


Or Blasphemia, 


aischrologica, 


and psuedomai.  

Blasphemia or slander 


should be familiar.  

When we talk poorly about God, 


say what is not true about God's character, 



that is Blasphemy.  

When we do the same thing with God's creation, 


that is slander or Blasphemia.  

The foul talk 


is harsh or course language.  



Such talk obviously drives us apart, 




because we often like the person that is being blasphemiaed.  


So we don't want to be around people 



who talk down about our friends.  


Nor do we enjoy spending time with people 



who's topic of conversation makes us feel uncomfortable, 




for a number of reasons 




due to our broken nature.

It is not by accident 


that Paul uses a separate sentence 



to tell us not to lie.  

Lying breaks down trust the quickest.  

We live in a world 


where that trust has been broken down to a point 



that many of our friends will say, 


“You can't believe anything anymore, 



because everyone is not telling the full truth 



or the news source can't be trusted.”  

This relativism is dangerous.  


One, 



because there is no basis for truth.  

Two, 



because it allows people to decide what is true to them Carte Blanche.  




They can pick and choose.  




Even if from one source they will go to battle believing what it says, 



when it counters a habit that might cause them to change, 




then you hear, 





“You can't believe everything you hear.”

When our hearts, 

minds, 

and tongue are not in the right place, 


neither will our walk of discipleship with Jesus


and Jesus' creation.  

We will be putting on the wrong clothes to face the day.  SLIDE

We will be putting on brass knuckles 



instead of velvet gloves.  


We will be saying we are Christians, 



which we may be, 


but the fruit that we are producing, 



is nothing that anyone should be consuming.  

But these are the world's standard issue uniform.

So we need to be asking ourselves, SLIDE

why am I still wearing this?  

Since Christ came, 


this has been out of style!  

There is a new way to dress.  


A way that does not drive people away 



and leave me isolated, 


but a way that brings people together 



and builds community.  

Jesus showed us that way 


and is calling us to walk toward it.  

But as most of you know, 


wearing the right clothing for where you are going 



is the key to making the trip pleasant.  

So next week 


we will take a closer look at what we are supposed to be wearing 



in order to follow Jesus.  

None of it is standard issue equipment, 


but we have to be dependent on the Spirit instead 



to dress us well.
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

�	 � HYPERLINK "https://ref.ly/logosres/niv?ref=BibleNIV.Col3.5&off=0&ctx=with+him+in+glory.+%0A~5+Put+to+death%2C+ther"��The Holy Bible: New International Version� (Col 3:5–14). (1984). Zondervan.





