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FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

Remember that time when you arrived at school to take a test or quiz on 
material you failed to read?  Maybe it was on a classic book or a chapter 
in a science textbook.  Did your blood pressure go sky high and the 
sweat start to show on your forehead?  Squirming in the seat, you 
wondered what you could have done to avoid feeling this way.  Then it 
came to you: you should have read what you were supposed to read! 
 

Procrastination, indifference, poor scheduling of time, and stubbornness 
are all reasons why we fail to be prepared for a situation that arises in 
our lives.  We lack commitment in doing what we are asked to do or what 
we know we should do.  This is certainly true in our spiritual lives as well. 
We may choose to bear the label of disciple or good steward, but we 
don’t really prepare ourselves for the daily journey of life.  
 

Sacred Scripture can prepare us more fully for the circumstances of life, 
but not if we fail to read it.  The words contained there are Spirit and life 
for us. They help us to understand where we fit into the Body of Christ 
and how we are to respond to the daily call of Christ.  Everyday 
Stewards should be committed to reading and reflection of the Word of 
God.  We know we should spend time with God’s Word, but too often we 
fail to due to the same reasons already mentioned.  When we failed to 
read in school, perhaps we failed the test and it hurt our grade.  When 
we fail in life due to lack of preparedness, sometimes the consequences 
are more severe. 

 

APPLY THE WORD OF GOD TO YOUR LIFE 
 

“All the people were weeping as they heard the words of the 
law” (Nehemiah 8:9).  The reaction to hearing God’s law read 
publicly may seem extreme to us, but to the Israelites the law was 

foundational to their life.  It was not so much a list 
of rules, but a way to live in concert with God’s 
will.  Note that this scene occurs soon after they 
were allowed to return to Jerusalem after fifty or 
more years in exile.  During that long time many 
had  wandered from the faith or forgotten the law.  
Remember, they did not have copies of the Torah 
at home;  the printing press  
hadn’t been invented yet, let alone the internet.  

Only when they heard it proclaimed by the priest Ezra did they 
realize how far they had fallen from the terms and the promise of 
the covenant.  They wept in remorse. 
 

Ezra and Nehemiah could have responded to the people’s re-
morse with fire and brimstone.  But instead they consoled them.  
They focused on the present, not the past.  “Today is holy to the 
Lord your God.  Do not be sad,” they insisted (Nehemiah 8:9).  
Now they were back in the holy city.  Now they could gather 
together freely.  Now they all had access to the word of God and 
the law.  The covenant  yet held. 
 

Centuries later, Jesus reads Isaiah’s calling and reinterprets it as 
His mission.  He Himself will fulfill al these things, bringing the 
Good News to those in need, freedom for those held captive by 
sin, healing to the sick and disabled, and a jubilee  year for all.  A 
jubilee year was a radical reversal of society, with slaves freed, 
debts forgiven, and poverty redistributed.  The people and the 
land, after all, belong ultimately to the Lord.  Jesus claims us for 
His own, so we are brothers and sisters in Christ.  Jesus calls us 
to share what we have with those in need, for they are our family 
members.  During this Jubilee  Year of Hope, let us live in the 
hope that Jesus’ mission continues to be fulfilled in our world 
today. 
 

QUESTION OF THE WEEK: 
 

How do I apply the word of God in my life?  Can I commit to 
spending time each day this week reading from the Bible? 

St. Thomas Aquinas | January 28 
One of the most famous members of the Dominican Order, St. 
Thomas Aquinas (1225 – 1274) is well-known by many for his 
theological work, “The Summa Theologiae.”  Born in Italy, his 
mother wanted him to become a Benedictine 
and had high hopes that he would eventually 
become abbot of Monte Cassino, where he 
spent much of his youth.  To change his voca-
tion, she had him kidnapped by his brothers on 
his way to Paris at the age of 19.  He spent two 
years in their captivity.  Despite this, nothing 
could shake him from his vocation to become a 
Dominican priest and he was eventually re-
leased.  Once free, he went to Paris and then to 
Cologne, where he finished his studies with 
Albert the Great.   
His greatest contribution to the Catholic Church is his writings. 
The unity, harmony, and continuity of faith and reason, of re-
vealed and natural human knowledge, encompasses his writings. 
The Summa Theologiae, his last and, unfortunately, uncompleted 
work, deals with the whole of Catholic theology. 
The patron saint of teachers, theologians and students, St. Thom-
as Aquinas died in 1274.  His life and the impact he had on the 
whole Church, however, remains alive today.  



 

THE SCHEDULE FOR MASSES IN ST. BART’S 

IS AS FOLLOWS: 

 

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY 

7 AM AND 9 AM        SATURDAY MASS:  9 AM  

 

SATURDAY VIGIL AT 5 PM 

SUNDAY MASSES  

9:30 AM, 11:00 AM, 12:30 PM (SPANISH) & 5 PM 

 

CONFESSIONS ARE ON SATURDAY FROM4 TO 4:30 PM 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR 
ORDINARY MOMENTS 

 
Plant Your Works in the Word 

 
One of the things about Scripture is that even the smallest word 
and shortest phrase can be critical to the overall message. When 
you take a quiet moment to rest with the Word, you find how 
quickly the most mundane sentence can reach out and grab you, 
pulling you into a deeper contemplation of some truth you hadn’t 
even considered until then. 
 
But we often fail to act as the Israelites in the Book of Nehemiah, 
standing before the Water Gate “listening attentively.” Whether 
it’s at Mass during the Liturgy of the Word or at home poring 
over the Bible, time after time we find ourselves less mindful than 
we could be. Our ears accept the sounds of the words and our eyes 
glance over the shape of the letters.  
 
But are we mindful — truly?  
 
The best answer is hopefully at least sometimes. There are always 
tasks to be completed, problems weighing on our minds that we 
can’t quite give over to God. We lose ourselves in these things 
instead of in Scripture. We “clock in” with Bible reading instead 
of “diving in.”   
 
We can never forget that the words of the Lord are spirit and life. 
They are the soil that quickens the seed of all stewardship. There 
is no mindfulness, no prayer, no graciousness, no gratitude or 
accountability or sense of commitment unless there is the Word.  
 
So let us pray today for mindfulness, that our every action will be 
grounded in the law of God — giving it true spirit and life. 

    Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS      LPI 

Spirit of the Living God, 
Anoint me to bring Your love, light, and freedom 
to the places You call.  From the heights to the 
depths: You are there, You are actively moving, 

and when You call, You will also provide.  
Amen.  

TITHING - GOD'S PLAN FOR GIVING 
 

SUNDAY COLLECTION  
 

January 12, 2025 
Sunday collection: $3,392.00 
On Line giving:  $1,295.00 
Total   $4,687.00 

 
 

IT’S EASY TO SIGN UP FOR ONLINE GIVING 
EASY LINK FROM THE PARISH WEBSITE 

You can set up separate one time or recurring donations for the different 
collections (regular weekly, snow removal, Christmas, etc.) or you may 
wish to begin with the regular collections, try it out and when you are 
comfortable, you can sign up for the others.  Also, know if you set up  
for recurring donations, you are in full control and can always 
change or cancel  at any time.  And by donating in this manner you 
may get the added benefit of accumulating additional points or cash on 
your credit card while at the same time helping out the parish.   So, give 
it a try and sign up today!!!!  IT’S EASY!!! Go to: 
www.saintbartsparish.org  (BE SURE TO SPELL OUT SAINT) and 
click on the We Share online giving link.  Follow the instructions. 
(WE SHARE HAS REPLACED PARISH PAY).   
If you have any questions or problems, contact the Parish Office 
and leave a message or e mail us at stbartschurch@aol.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
Please pray for 
all the sick & the homebound members of our Parish, especially 
Ann Lackner, Gail Chappory, Gina Obalde, Ron and Sally Petro, 
Richard (Dick) Novak, Manuel Obalde, Jr., Anthony Spinner, 
Steven Sarich, John McKenna, Antony Gorge Ferreira, Eileen 
Fitzpatrick, Ann Pezzola, Edith Kelly, Carole Romanowski, 
Susan Rivera, Kenneth Chappory, Ellen Chimenti, Gianna 
Whitehead, Dan Panik, Dominick Francis Marra, Edward 
Minozzi, Robert Minnucci, Lucia Sevivas, Josephine Giabattista, 
Loni Shost, Ken Shost, Emil Kurak, John & Patricia Quirk, 
Lucille McGeough, Baby Joseph Anthony Coddington, Tony 
Sciacca, Megan Weingarten, Richard Gritta, Luz Maria Izurieta, 
Joan Manno, Ana Herrera, Edna McShane, Patricia Nieman, 
Richard Romanowski, Salvador Aviles, Judy Hanrahan, Theresa 
Liuzzi, Barbara Olivieri, Samuel Olivieri, Michael & Joseph Diaz 
(twin babies), Rosaria Mercandetti, Tom Swetz &  
Martha Cesaitis. 
Please call the Parish Office and leave a message or e mail us 
at stbartschurch@aol.com, if you wish to add a loved one to 
the sick list. 

 



Saturday, January  25 
 
 

5:00 PM  Maria Loreta Lucehetti + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, January 26 
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
 

  9:30 AM Bernadette Raiola + 

11:00 AM John Manning + 
12:30 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 
  5:00 PM Josephine Daniele + 
**************************************************** 
Monday January 27 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Fiorente & Teresa Venturino + 
 
Tuesday, January 28 
Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Paul Capuano (Living) 
 
Wednesday, January 29 
Weekday 
7:00 AM For the Intentions of Maria Ferriera (Living) 
9:00 AM Marie Caloia + 
 
Thursday, January 30 
Weekday 
7:00 AM No  Intention 
9:00 AM For the Intentions of Giovanni Lucchetti and  
  Family (Living) 
 
Friday, January 31 
Saint John Bosco, Priest 
7:00 AM No Intention 
9:00 AM Marie Paprocki + 
 
Saturday, February 1 
Weekday 
9:00 AM Theresa Venturino + 
**************************************************** 

Saturday, February 1 
 
 

5:00 PM  Andrew Tacyn + 
**************************************************** 

Sunday, February 2 
The Presentation of the Lord 

 
 

  9:30 AM Frank Martelli + 

11:00 AM Jane Esposito + 
12:30 PM Rina Chavez + 
  5:00 PM For All The People Of Our Parish 
 

 
Our warmest welcome to our visitors! We are glad you came 
to celebrate the Eucharist with us today. We thank God for you!  
Do not hesitate to let us know how we may serve you. 
Every family and single adult to be considered an active 
parishioner of St. Bartholomew’s Parish must be properly 
registered in the Parish, receiving and regularly using the Parish 
Weekly Collection Envelopes. Only in this way can the Pastor 
issue documents attesting to Catholic practice of the faith and 
Parish membership, e.g. a letter to be a Godparent or Sponsor.  For 
further information call the Parish Office at (914) 965-0566. 
 
If you have not registered or need to correct some of the 
information in our file, please fill out this form and check (X) the 
appropriate box below, or you may also use the Registration Form 
found on the table at the rear of the Church; and drop the 
completed form into the collection basket or drop off/mail it to the 
Parish Office. Thank you! 
 
Name:  

Address: 

City/Zip:  

Telephone: 

Comment:  
 

� I am interested in parish membership. 
� I am a visitor. 
� Change of Address / Telephone Number. 
� I am moving out of the Parish. 
� I am going to the hospital. 
� I would like to be visited by a priest / minister. 
� Please send me the Catholic New York. 

WE ALL NEED A LITTLE HUMOR 

 
 


