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Presi dent 6s C

ARAUHAISAA JOULUA ja ONNELLISTA
UUTTA VUOTTA! O
(MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YB/

This fall has been extremelbusy time for ou
Chapter. Our main focus, of course, has beer
Sibelius Jubilee Concert at Mt. Baker Thesg
which took placeon Dec. 8th | feel it was a
GREAT SUCCESS.

As a vey special guest Ossi Rahkonen the
President of the Finlamal Foundation Nationa
attended our Independence Receptiand the
Concert. At both eents he spoke about tt
importance of Sibelius for our independence anc
contributions to the music world.

The Concert startedith fiHappy Birthday played
behnd the curtain. | could hear joyous laugfr
from the audience.fiPorilaisten Marssi and
fiKarelia Suit® by Sibelius followed and tr
enjoyable eveningoegan. Some of the progre
highlights included: Wade King Internatior
School Singers (elementary school #B) singinc
four popular songs. Maria Mannisto, an acclair
soprano performed seven songs by Sibelius anc
by Edward Grieg. Our visiting violinist, Ke
Valimaa (Sibelius Academy, Helsinki) played th
humoresques by Sibelius. As usual, the eve
ended with AFinlandiap which is the best know
music by our beloved composer.

The Mt. Baker Youth Orchestrgconducted b
Sharyn Petersonjand the Wade King Singers
(conducted byTrisha Norman)both gave rousing
performance. The kds from Wade King san
fiFinlandia in Finnish!! They did the same at ¢
Independence Party in 2014. | agree with
other people that last night was one of the
fiFinlandia performances ever!

Finlandia Foundation Natnal supported about 2!
Sibelius concerts this year. Ours was the 1
combined Sibelius concert/Independe
Celebration in the whole country! In Bellingha
Sibelius' First or Second Symphony was perfori
in March (co-sponsored by Suomi Chaptean

July andin November. In additionhis music wa:
performed countless times around the country.

A few notes on FinlandLike in other Europea
countries,the Syrianrefugee crisis has reache
Scandinavia, too. Finland's @womy also keeps
struggling And one of the oldesstill-flying air
lines in the world, Finnair (founded in 1923), |
the 5th best safety record.

| still remember very vividly the day of the wo
accident atKoivulahti (Birch Bay), where 2!
people perished in a D& crash. As a child, | we
attending a Teachers' Confece in Helsinki witt
my mother when it was announcedThis was
followed by a moment of silence.

Somewhat unexpectedly, | will spend |
Christmas in Finland. My very close brother, &
passed away from aggressive cancer on Dece
2nd and | will fly to his funeral on the 14th. Tl
will be my hardest Holiday®leaseappreciate an
spend time with your closeselatives! One ca
never tellhow fast things can change.

| WISH YOU HAPPY HOLIDAYS and the BES
in 2016

-Asko

Above: The Mt. Baker Youth Orchestrand the Wade Kin
Singers perform at the Sibelius Jubilee Photo by Carol
Sheppard

Cover Photo Oulanka National Parkn Finland under heay
snow.(www.wildernesdravel.org)
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Message from the
President of the

of Finland to Finnish
Expatriate = Communities
On 6" of December 2015

fion the sixth of December, each and every Finr
feel proud and privileged to celebrate
independence. Recent news from around the v
has proven that peace, freedom and econ
stability are not selévident for everyone.

Republic

The conflictsin the Middle East and North Afric
as well as the shocking terrorist attacks,
affected us all. Violence and unrest have te
centrestage in a dramatic way. This unrest .
distress has triggered a flow of immigrants ac
Europei we are still seking sustainable solutiol
to this situation. However, it is clear that -
fundamental solutions to curbing migration dep
on achieving lasting stability in the conflict zon
Trust and a common approach by several cour
will be needed in order tduild peace. Rece
incidents have shown that increasing cooperatic
needed throughout the international community.
also increasingly need each other.

We Finns have settled in all parts of the wo
Mobility around the world has been commonpl
for many of us at some point in our lives

Co-operation with Sibelius

This year we are celebratinhe 150 yeal
anniversary of Sl i us 6 Sibkliusr ts
celebrated around the worltiere in Vaasaand
by you in Bellingham WA. The music o
Sibelius isa very important part obur Finnish
Nationality.

Vaasa City Orchestrperformedmany Sibelius
symphonieghis past autumand in the conductc
competition i which is anannualevent here i
Vaasa Last week,the world famous sopranc
Camilla Nylund performed inour Sibelius
Jubilee Also six separate concerts we
organizedby the children irthe Ostrabotnia area

Many Finns grow up in an internatior
environment as aatural part of their lives ar
become used to the countless different outlc
they encounter around the world.

However, the Finnish identity knows
boundaries. It is an inherent part of us and outr
to Finland remain strong. You, expatriate Fir
are important ambassadors for Finland, spreg
knowledge of the unique feature$ our identity
and culture. Solidarity and integrity have b
among Finland's strengths for our almost
years of independence. There is a continuous
for determined efforts towards solidarity both
within and beyond our national borders.

I wish you all a wonderful 98th Finnis
Independence Day and restful days ahear
Christmas approaches.

SauliNiinisto
President of the Republ
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M elodies

Vaasa $ an international educational and cultt
city. As a sister citywe havecooperagd with
you in Bellingham Namely to shareur thoughts
on theteaching methods of both countries.

We will continue this work n many cultural
areas. In the summer of 2017 we anticif
having your youth orchestra as our guest. C
warm welcome to your youth orchesta their
visit to Vaasa

Tomas Hayn
Mayor of Vaas:
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Finnish Icebreakers Sailing Through Northwest

Passage for the First Time

The Northwest Passage is a sea route connectir
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans through Arctic wal
via the Canadian Arctic Archipelagbhe two
Finnishicebreakers are returning from their sumi
season ice management missions in the Chukch
off the coast of Alaska.

Nordica started its journey on October 16 and
joined by Fennica on October 22. Thisjourney
offers the Finnish company Arctia Shipping a uni
opportunity to cooperate with Canadian partn
observe multiyear ice on the route, and demons
the performance and operability of Finn
icebreakers even in the most demanding Al
condtions. On board the icebreakers is

international group of scientists observing nat
Arctic fauna, as well as weather and ice conditior

Exploring the Finnish
Affinity For Coffee

Who would have guessed? The Finns are amon
biggest coffee drinkers in the world, and have t
for decades. Every Finn has his or her own rea
for loving coffee.

Finnish coffee is often ade from lightroastec
beans and tastes a bit acidic. Yet tastes
expanded, and nowadays Finnish producers an
countryaos booming cal
preferences, offering a spectrum from light to dar

According to the International Coffee Associati
each Finn consumes 12 kilograms of coffee year
This makes Finland the secoladgest country in the
world for percapita coffeeconsumption.

The love story between Finns and tHeihvihas
lasted for more than a century. Finnish nov
paintings and essays from the early 20th centur
show how important the drink had already beconr

However, the question remains: Why are Bisact
big coffee fans?

(continued on pagé)
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Finnishmulti-purpose icebreaker MSV Nordice
is onits way through the challenging ice
conditions of the Northwest Passage

Both icebreakersare unique in a global sense
powerful icebreakers with properties idee
suited for tasks requiringnaneuverability an
accurag in demanding Arctic conditions.

addition to outstanding icebreaking capacit
Fennica has a large working deck and an
frame, making it useful in a wide range
research and offshore operationfrom ice
management to anchor handling and o
support vessel functiondNordica'sspecialty is ¢
160-ton crane, wh an optional onboard-frame.
Juwst like her sister shig-ennica Nordica meets
strict EPA requirements on environment
emissions, making it an ideal choice

operations in the Arctic.

Finnish journalist Heikki Haapavaara &
photographer Jarmo Vehkakoski are sailing
boardNordica They both are fronKauppalehtj
a commerceriented newspaper published
Helsinki. So far they have seen polar be
already three times, but have natdha chance t
take pictures of these beautiful white creatures

Those who read Finnish, can follow the d:
blog of these journalists from the Northw
Passagei and he beautiful photos need
language!

www.kauppalehti.fi/kirjoittaja/heikkhaapavaia

Adapted from the Finland ithe U.S. Newslette
October2015
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Finlandia Foundation Suomi Chapter Membership Form

JOIN USII Or RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
DUES: Single $25/yr Couples/Family $30/yr

Supporting $50 Lifetime $300
Name: Dues Enclosed )
Address: Newsletterdonation $§
My donation to FFSC
Grant & Scholarship S
Telephone/Email Total S

Please check here if you DO NOT wish to be acknowledged as Donorto FFSC O
I would like to see my chaptersupport the following:
I would like to volunteeroc New/returning memberc RenewalC
Dues and donations are tax deductible. We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Return this form with your duesin the enclosed envelope to:

Finlandia Foundation Suomi Chapter- P.O. Box 2544 Bellingham WA 98227
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Cut here

i i Janne could rtobe more proud! Je:¢
Jean Sibelius Sibelius (nicknamed Janne by his
150th Ann Finnish coepatrioty was born in 1865
: The same yearthat our own civil war
Jubilee ended.During the period of romanticis
at the end of 1800 he composed se
sinfonias and many other pieces
music becoming Fin
important composer of dime.

CAn ¢ /Zum/y /ur//,
(f an &M

And what was most important, wésat
he raised music to the level tf
encouraged other artists te khirsty for
Independencerinland will celebrate he
centennial in 2017.

My sincere and heartfelt thanks to -
Board of Finlandia Foundatiosuani

Chapter,Finlandia Foundation Natial,
Helsinki Sibelius Academyand its
From Left to Right: student union, Helsinki PHiarmonic
Sibelius Jubilee Concert and our local community support t
poster,Ossi Rahkonen — mgke this Jubilee known in Bellinghe

speaks at the ~and Whatcom County.
Independence Receptiol

Visiting violinistKati )
Valimaa (Sibelius Tapio K. Holme
Academy, Helsinki) Chair, Sibelius 158 AnniversaryJubilee
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Herrankukkaro

Herrankukkarois an old fishing village, locate
just 30 minutes' drive fronTurku (the previous
capital of Finland) antlaantali

It featuresold private cottage saunas and heat
outdoor pots, as well as dozens of meeting «
dining rooms.Herrankukkarois open yearound
for groups, companies and tourists.

Arriving at Herrankukkaro is like stepping
decades back in time. Its nostalgic decor
relaxed atmodmere creates a perfect place
relaxation and welbeing. Guests can enjoy smc
saunas (the original and "sweetest" type), he
pools, boating, swimming and hiking. In the wir
time, the salt water freezes, offering skiing
skating and sometimedriving on the ice. The
cuisine is homenade and local. There isld/food
and of course, lots of different kinds of fish a
seafood.

One of the main attractions is world's larc
savusaungsmoke sauna which seats up to 1z
people. Guests can takedip inthe cold or ever
frozen sea!

The innkeeper and owner, Peritskari Kangas
tells that this fishing village is several hund
years old. They loved to turn it into a nostal
place, where people could enjoy peace
quietness year around. h& basic philosoph
behind Herrankukkaro is authenticity, honest
nostalgia, and keeping Finnish traditiol
(especially smoke sauna cultyedive.

Kangas tells that at this time over 1/3 of the gu
arrive from abroad. "If the tourists want

experiene something truly Finnisl
Herrankukkaro offers this to all sensesFor
exampleall the food is homenade and fish play
a central role athe dinner table. Our local fishe
smoke, flame and broil the day's catch and if
guests want to, they can everast their own fisl
over a camp fire."

Earlier this year, 47 international travel blogg
visited Finland andHerrankukkarowas the only

proper tour destination othe Top en list. They

praised more general things likee northern lights

nature, local people and cuisine, but visiting

snoke sauna and preparing their own food ovel

campfire ranked as one of the highlights of their
to Finland.

By Asko Hamalaine

Adapted from the Finland itne U.S

Newsletter August 201!

Folks Enjoying the Savusauna

Coffee (cont )

Lasse Vidman, an awamlinning Finnish bariste
says their passion for the hot beverage is hai
explain. APart of the
cold country, so we need to drink warm, sustait
beverages, 0 he says.

He also suggests another, more sentimental re
ACoffee is also | inkect
instance, when | was a child, | loved to go-ishing
in the winter, with a thenos full of good, hot coffe
in my bag. | am also sure that every Finn remem
where he or she was when he had his or her first
of coffee. o

Adapted from the Finland ithe U.S. Newslette
June 201t
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Winter War Memories

We lived atPyhajarvi (Holy Lake) in Karelia
where | was bornln late Octobersoldiers anc
horses were moved to border villages.
oldest brother was just startimgthearmy. Our
housewas assigned5 men and horse$ut it
only had two bedooms, a largetupa (all
purpose roomand akitchen. The soldiers sle
on the floor.

In early November, theslderly and thevery
small children had to leave for an unkno
destination. It was the first evacuation. Al
this was done in case war should break out.

November 30th was rainy and cthu In the
afternoon, a soldier who had listened to
radio came to our house. Russia had attac
Finland!! Helsinki and other cities had be
bombed. The enemy attack came as a sur
without a declaration of war. Evgone was
depressed. We spoke only in whispers
prayed silently. We had been advised that
had to be on our way within an hour after
order arrived.

On December 1st, the eviag was quite clea
Somene rushed in and saitiCome and see
theyares hoot i ng wiWe all rushec
to the corner of the housed looked toward th
Taipale River It was probably 3kilometers
(20 miles) away. Weawld not see the path
the shells, but therevas a flash every now ai
thenwhen one exploded on tlground. It may
have been ar imagination, but we thougtibat
we heard a distant roar. Thigas the thunder ¢
cannon @scribed in the tales of heroes!

Christmas was near, but what kind of Christi
would it be? The Christmas tree did not fit i
the haise now with all the soldiers. Caerd
glowed inside on the tableh& windows had t
be coveredWe called the blackut curtains
i Mo | o drtainsd C

On Christmas Eve the sauna was e warm
until morning, for evergne had to have tf
Christmas sauna.

In the evening, after a hurried dayny father
brought the famiy bible to the table and aska
man named Ovaskavho had a clear, man
voice, to read the story of the birth of Jes
Luckily, all of thesoldiers were present.

Early on Christmas morning, the horses w
hitched to the sleighs. The Chrisim service
began at 6 A.M. Sonome had already start
making coffee at homeThey also madelenty
of pulla Finnishcoffee bread) and cookies.

Mothergathered everyone together and said

"l wish all of you a merry Christmas and a be
New Year than this one. We have lived under
same roof now for two onths, and it has ¢
gone so well. We are just like one family. Y
are all longingto be there (home), especia
Halttunen, whose little boy was born a fe
weeks ago. Let us trust that this war will ¢
happily soon."

By Lempi Wilsor

Helsinki, 1944

Editor6s Not e: The at
Lempi was just 13 years old. While skiing home
December 2B she was attacked by Russ
machine gun fire. She escaped and was evac
from Finland three days later.

Sadly, Lempi Wilson passed away in August
this year. To read more about her amazing
please see our previous issue.
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