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AMANA CHURCH SOCIETY NEWS

The Early Service will be in the Middle
Church Sunday, September 28, 2025 starting
8:30 A.M. with Sw. Emilie Hoppe presiding.

Opening Hymn: “Wir Danken Gott,” No. 1120,
vs 1-3 & 10-12 Seite

Testimony: Ursula Meyer, Ronneburg, July 20,
1715

Scripture: Exodus Chapter 3: 1 — 15

Psalm 29

Closing Hymn: “Liebe die du mich zum Bilde”
No. 627, vs 1-4 Seite

The Late Service will start at 10:00 A.M. with the
following hymns:

Opening Hymn: “Arise and Shine in Splendor”
No. 173

Closing Hymn: “Holy God we Praise Thy Name”
No. 219

The Wednesday Evening Prayer Service
(Nachtgebet) begins at 7:00 P.M. in Middle.

Visitors are welcome to join us in worship at all
Amana Church Services. Childcare is available
during Sunday’s 10:00 A.M. Service.

The live link for the 10:00 A.M. service is ---
https://www.facebook.com/theamanachurch

Links to services posted online may be found
at: https://7amanachurch.com/category/podcast/

AMANA SANITARY DISTRICT MEETING
The monthly meeting of the Amana Sanitary Dis-
trict will be held at 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, October
8th, 2025 in the Amana lift station.

AMANA COMMUNITY LIBRARY HOURS
Monday 9am-3pm Thursday 9am-6pm
Tuesday 9am-6pm Friday 9am-6pm
Wednesday 9am-Noon Saturday 9am-Noon

C N mws axb NoTES ))

THANK YOU

We would like to thank everyone who helped us
with our garage fire on Thursday September 11,
2025. Huge thanks to Amana Fire Dept., Williams-
burg Fire Dept., lowa County Ambulance.

To our neighbors Michael & Cayden Myers for
hearing noises seeing smoke coming from our ga-
rage and then calling 911.

Kayleigh Myers for calling fire fighters directly
for help & for the food she brought over for us.

Lucas Kellenberger for all the information about
what was in the garages & where it all was to tell
the firefighters. That was a huge help!

Thanks to all our Upper South friends & neigh-
bors for getting us all out of the house, for their
help, support, calls, & texts. Thanks for all the
food & donations from everyone we care about
& who cares about us. | hope I'm not forgetting
about anyone. | just know you are thanked so
much also.

There is just not enough thanks to be given for
all of you who did so much for us during this really
hard time.

Linda Gipple

Greg & Tammy Kellenberger
Ashley, Lucas, Andrew
Kellenberger & families

AMANA PACK 223 POPCORN SALES
It is that time of year again! The Amana Cub
Scouts are selling popcorn around the colonies.
Proceeds from popcorn sales ensure we can pro-
vide adequate equipment, programming and rec-
ognition for the members of our Pack. Scouts will
be coming around selling door to door in the next
several weeks. If you know a scout, please reach
out to their families to learn how to order. Finally,
feel free to email hacpack223@gmail.com, or call
Aaron Schaefe (Pack Popcorn Kernel) at 319-310-

7394 and he can help with your order as well.
Thank you for your support!
Pack 223 Scouts, Leaders and Parents

Regarding Upper South Amana Fire
Correction to News and Notes Article Regarding Up-
per South Amana Fire

The Amana News and Notes reporter wishes to
acknowledge an incorrect statement in the previous
week’s ASI Bulletin regarding the recent
garage fire at 27 220th Trail, Upper South Amana.
This property is owned by Linda Gipple. This re-
porter is sorry if the mis-statement caused any con-
fusion.

Old Creamery Lives On

The OId Creamery Theatre Company, the oldest
professional theatre company in lowa, sadly shut-
tered its doors permanently in February 2022 when
its board of directors announced that the staff had
been terminated and the theater closed.

Remaining was a group of dedicated company
members, former employees and volunteers scat-
tered across the country and over 40 boxes of OCTC
photographs, slides, programs, original scripts, post-
ers, board minutes, rehearsal notes and records.

Tom Johnson and Meg Merckens, Middle Amana,
are stewards of this treasure trove and hope to sort,
inventory and find a home for the OCTC archive.

This week they will take a large step toward that
goal while gathering former OCTC company mem-
bers and volunteers from all over the United State
to Amana.

“We'll have about 25 Old Creamery friends, ac-
tors, company members, board members and fam-
ily here Monday Sept. 22 through Sunday, Sept 28,”
explained Tom Johnson who noted that the Amana
Arts Guild has graciously opened their High Amana
Folklife Center to the volunteers and the material.

“We’ll be working in groups, two sessions every
day, more on the weekend of course, going through
these boxes, sorting out what needs to be kept, what
needs digitizing and what we have duplicates of,” he
explained. In the evenings they'll be sharing meals
and socializing. They'll be at the AAG Center from
10 am — 1 pm and 2 — 5 pm, Monday September 22
through Saturday, September 27.

Making digital copies of the photographs and the
videos (3 large boxes of videos) will be a primary
goal. To do that they've purchased and have bor-
rowed equipment to digitize as much as possible.

“It will be too much to do in one week, but we want
to make a real start and get it all sorted out,” Johnson
added.

They will also document what they are doing to cre-
ate a short 8 to 10-minute video presentation to show
institutions and potential donors what the material is
and what the Old Creamery has meant to people all
these years.

It will be a labor of love, but it's also a necessity,
as much of what'’s being saved is in a form that has a
very limited shelf life. Plus, as Johnson explained, it's
time to find a permanent home for the material.

Looking for a home for the OCTC archive is impor-
tant. It will take cash, in addition to the help of many
volunteers, to preserve the archive. That includes
hiring a professional archivist to catalog and work
with the materials so that they can be given to an in-
stitution.

Nothing can recapture the songs, the laughter, the
tears of the one and only Old Creamery, but we can
preserve the memories.

If you would like to help, please give Tom Johnson a
call (319) 551-6691 or email: tomp@southslope.net.
They would welcome volunteers to go through boxes,
make piles, sort and identify photos, identify folks in
photos, make digital copies and other tasks. Special
shout-out to former board members, cast members,
volunteers and staff: if you have any photos, posters,
documents or just a memory of your experience of
the Old Creamery you would like to share and pre-
serve in the OCTC archive collection, please feel
free to share it with Tom and Meg via the email above.

Oktoberfest Amana Colonies Memories

When Hank Bendorf recovered that shoe box on
the picnic table in front of the old clubhouse which
contained the proceeds from the first ever Oktober-
fest, he could not have known what he was saving.
For as he said in 2015, “I can tell you that if some-
one had found that shoebox and taken the money we
wouldn’t have had another Oktoberfest. That would
have been it.”

As it was, the successful 1962 fest which attracted
a few hundred people made a nice donation to the
summer recreation program for Amana kids and the
Jaycee’s began planning for 1963. The next year

News & Notes continues on page 2
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| SWEDISH MEATBALLS WITH EGG NOODLES
I ONLY $10 e 4P-8P

*REGULAR MENU NO ILABLE*®

@ HOTEL MILLWRIGHT _
VE AMANA, |A 52203 « 319.838:501

1OWA i iLEEs The Amana Furniture

A M A N A Shop is seeking a

£l Full or Part time

JLoOUR SO Retail Associate!
This person will assist customers, maintain
product displays, and promote Amana-made
craftsmanship and quality. The ability to work
weekends and operate a point-of-sale system
is a must. For more information, check out the
ad on Indeed or contact Laura Sue at 319-622-
3953 or Iswoods@amanas.net.

Lakewele[[ag

Assisted Living Apartments
< Meals Provided
< Housekeeping Services

< Wellness checks
- Medication management

< Activities
Units Available §
Call Tanya Powell for a tour 622-3131

“Experience the Comfort and Security of
Retirement Living in the Amanas”

O

AMANA

MEAT SMOF &
SEMONENOUS X

Seasonal Associates

needed!

Do you want to work in a
friendly & fast paced envi-
ronment with fun coworkers, while making extra
money for the holidays? If so, the Amana Meat
Shop is the place for you!

Customer Service Associates assist customers
with their phone orders and perform data entry
work. Basic computer knowledge is required &
good typing, spelling and grammar skills are es-
sential.

Flexible hours are available for both positions
and snacks & meals are provided! Contact Lau-
ra Sue at 319-622-3953 or Iswoods@amanas.
net for more information.

VOTE

For ACLUD Board Of Trustees

October
7th

The Amana Society Bulletin is published by the Amana
Print Shop for the Amana Society Inc. and distributed free
as a public service to the Amana Community.
On-line at: amanacoloniestoday.com
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/" AMANA AREA FELLOWSHIP )
Church Services
SUNDAYS 9:00 AM

All Are Welcome
Amana Performing Arts Center
\ www.amanaareafellowship.org y

SATURDAY OCTOBER 4th

HYATT REGENCY |ADM. Just $6.00

CONFERENCE CENTER
CORALVILLE, 1A FREE PARKING
Jusi okt reo sy b 2e2 | Saturday 8AM - 5PM

Quality Handmade Products
ewelry, Oak Fumiture, Candies, Omamenis, Clothing, Yard & Garden Art,
Backetz, Quiliz, ﬂndxﬂlrﬂl-hm E‘-u'am{:s Doll Clothes, Pottery, Soap,
Panrsﬁn Pres, PetPnﬂ.m.&eeung L‘-art.TaHeHmm&
Placemats, Flmi'l'li'aaim FuudﬂMmrh'm}&denﬂm
Callahan Promotions, Inc., 563-357-1986

LIKE U5 ON FACEBOOK TO WIN 550 GIFT CERTICATES

Marie Schulte
REALTOR® Licensed in lowa
marieschulte @ruhlhomes.com
marieschulte.ruhlhomes.com
(319) 350-2450
5805 Council Street NE Suite A

Cedar Rapids, 1A 52402 Ruhl
&Ruh

SERVICES

Fall garden plowing, leaf collection, lawn aeration,
and stump grinding. Call Rob Jeck at 319-622-3308

ALEX MOMANY
Attorney at Law

*Estate Planning
*Wills & Trusts
*Probate
*Family Law
*Appeals
*Juvenile Court

When it comes to protecting your family
and your legacy, having a trusted legal
partner makes all the difference.

(319) 396-2410
HOWES LAW FIRM, P.C.

3200 37th Ave SW, Cedar Rapids, lowa 52404

Serving clients in Benton, Johnson, Jones, lowa and Linn County

GUNTHER SANDERSFELD
REALTOR®

Serving the
Amana Colonies
and surrounding area
since 2015

319-826-4122

GUNTHERESKOGMAN.COM

417 15T AVE SE
@MAN CEDAR RAPIDS, 1A 52401

LiSamms RIAIToa M Tri F1ar) oF Bowa,

HOME FOR SALE

4307 220th trail, Formally known as Abbi’s cottage.
This home could continue as an overnight or long-
term rental with the potential of three individual
rentals. A person could convert the large suite on
the one end and put back in the garage. There are
3 to 4 bedrooms, depending on how you use the
home with three bathrooms. Finished basement,
two laundry rooms, new furnace and AC, new hot
water heater. This is a well maintained home. Con-
tact Janice at 319-654--4297

News & Notes from page 1
more volunteers pitched in and created a longer show.
The “PR” committee enlisted a group of Amana High
School kids to walk around the Saturday University of
lowa Football game parking areas sticking fliers un-
der windshield wipers advertising Amana’s Oktober-
fest the next weekend. It worked and the festival took
off; tripling in size.

The next year the “stage show” moved to the
Lakeside Elementary School Auditorium. It grew to
a 2-hour- long, uniquely Amana creation that was
part Lawrence Welk variety show and part Bavarian
opera/fantasy. It included love ballads, dance num-
bers, solos, duets, small groups, a women’s quartet, a
men’s choir, kids’ numbers, comedy bits, an audience
sing-along and a whole lot of German schtick. People
ate it up with a spoon.

But that didn’t mean it wasn’t hard, hard work. Vir-
ginia Nordyke, the Middle Amana Postmistress, man-
aged the box office. The seats were marked in the
Amana gym and sold as “reserved” or bleacher. The
dedicated Nordyke took every reservation by phone
or mail and mailed out all of the tickets. The will - call
office took four volunteers to run on show nights. The
Y-Teens were enlisted to serve as ushers. They used
all the folding chairs the school had, rented 300 more
and brought in bleachers from the Marengo Fair-
grounds. They could seat 1,450 people at each show
Reynold Messier confirmed. They gave three shows
and usually sold out both the Friday and the Saturday
night shows. Reserved seats were $1.50.

Amana artists Ray Berger, Rozella Hahn, Gordon
Kellenberger, Mary Jack and Mary Wendler painted
scenery on thick cardboard boxes from the Amana
Refrigeration. It depicted an alpine Bavarian village.
This backdrop eventually was stored in the Fest halle
and used for 25 years of Tannenbaum Forests plus its
annual appearances at Oktoberfest. (Dusty and look-
ing its age, the scenery was finally laid to rest just four

years ago.)

For the stage show, the cast members borrowed,
sewed or mail ordered dirndls from Germany Few
men had actual Lederhosen so some of the men had
brown corduroy or woolen breeches sewn. Those cast
members that had an original German costume were
kept on stage to dress up the sets during numbers
and “bits. ” They stood about decoratively or were
seated at tables in and around the “village” sipping
beer or wine from mugs and glasses. A master of cer-
emonies kept the show moving and told a few jokes.
George Trimpe, Benny Bendorf, Glenn Wendler and
Fred Hahn each did the honors over the years. All of
them had the help of Dr. Henry Ruff, who also made
sure everyone's German was up to snuff. His wife,
Inge, had a lovely voice, as did many of the partici-
pants and no one could beat the accordion playing of
Lillian Zierold, Emily Oehl and Anne Leonhardt.

Musician Bob Zuber created nearly all the arrange-
ments for the show and helped get the band together.
Stage show cast rehearsals started mid winter and
went all spring till mid summer when twice weekly
and even thrice weekly rehearsals became neces-
sary. Elementary music teacher Rita Wilson and
show founder, Emmaline Bendorf, both wonderful
musicians, worked with every group and solo vocal-
ist. The rehearsals took place at the Homestead Wel-
fare Clubhouse and included plenty of time for social-
izing. “We really had a lot of fun,” Gerda Graesser
told me in 2008.

In 1967 the Amana Oktoberfest was listed as a
“TOP 20 US Travel Event” the National Association of
Travel Organizations and bus companies took note.

By then it was at the Middle Amana “ball park.” That
was the only space big enough - but the park had no
electricity, no paved areas, no covered pavilion and
certainly no Morton Building. All of that would come
later and would be paid for by the festival itself. More
about that next week as the story continues.

OBITUARY

Marilyn Jane Trumpold passed away on Satur-
day, September 20th at the Oldorf Hospice House
in Hiawatha, at the age of 90 years. A Funeral Ser-
vice was held on Wednesday, September 24, 2025,
at the Middle Amana Church. Burial was in the
Middle Amana Cemetery. Powell Funeral Home in
Marengo is caring for Marilyn and her family.

Marilyn Jane Trumpold was born August 27, 1935
in Cedar Rapids, lowa, the daughter of John and
Kathryn (Lowe) Blessing. She graduated from Roo-
sevelt High School. Marilyn was united in marriage
to Richard D. Trumpold on June 6, 1954 in Cedar
Rapids. Together they made Amana their home.
She was a tour guide for the Amana Colonies and
also operated a wood shop and then a porcelain
doll shop. She was a member of the Amana Church
Society and the Hot Peppers.

Marilyn was artistic, and enjoyed gardening,
most recently caring for the roses at The View. Win-
tering in Texas, Marilyn volunteered at ice hockey
games, was a Salvation Army bell ringer, helped
with Boarderfest and decorated the park hall for all
holidays. Most of all, Marilyn loved her dog, Molly.

Marilyn is survived by her daughter, Pam Lock-
hart of Cedar Rapids, two grandsons, Kyle (Haley)
Lockhart and their children Reese and Jensen, and
Shane (Lizzy) Lockhart and their children Wyatt
and Watson; her daughter Cheri (Jim) Kirk of Cedar
Rapids, and grandchildren, Amanda (Chad) Smes-
tad, Heather Flynn, Jess Thomson, and David Kirk
along with their families; brother, Don Blessing; sis-
ter, Marleen (Barry) Hedges; and sister-in-law, Lori
Blessing.

She was preceded in death by her parents, hus-
band, Richard, son-in-law, Robert Lockhart, broth-
er, Dick and his wife Jean Blessing, and her be-
loved dog, Molly.

A general memorial fund has been established.
Messages may be left at www.powellfuneralhomes.
com

HELP WANTED

Ronneburg Restaurant seeks full or part time line

cook. Stop in at 4408 220th Trail, Amana for an ap-
plication or give us a call 319-622-3641.

Millstream Brau Haus, Help Wanted: Bartender,
full or part time and Part Time Host. Stop by and
pick up an application.

P e e T

,' WANT TO BUY \
1 -Reloading Equipment -Bullets and Brass
1 -Presses and Dies -Shooting SpOf'tS Items
-Large and Small Estates -Supplies and Ammo
-Muzzleloaders and Firearms: Vintage & Modern
Will also do Appraisals & Consignment Sales

Call, Text or Email JOEL VZ (319) 530-1234

‘o jvanzante@southslope.net ’
CCA HALL OF FAME

The Clear Creek Amana (C.C.A.) Foundation Hall
of Fame was created in 2001 by the C.C.A. School
Board and the C.C.A. Foundation Board of Direc-
tors to honor those who have made significant con-
tributions to our school district and communities.

Past award winners include: Tim & Betsy Mo-
many, T.J. Croco, Dixie Trout, Pat Kellenberger,
Charles Selzer, George Foerstner, etc.

The Hall of Fame recognizes service and contri-
butions in the areas of volunteerism, professional
or educational success, and/or outstanding support
for the District or Community.

Nomination(s) should include:
- Name and address of nominee
- School graduated from and year
- Note if person is deceased
- Why should this person be considered?
- Add any information that applies:
*  Volunteer contribution(s)
*  Educational success
* Professional success
»  Support to the School District or Foundation

Please send nomination(s) by mail to P.O.
Box 30, Oxford, lowa 52322 or by e-mail to
ccafoundation@ccaschools.org for consideration.
This year’s award winner(s) will be announced dur-
ing a presentation at the October 24th home CCA
varsity football game.



