 Painless Fundraising = FREE MONEY for Your School!

A Guide for Coordinators (updated September 2016)
Contact Carol Smalls thru Facebook, Twitter (@carolinss), carols@sprintmail.com or 301-585-9682
What is Painless Fundraising?

Buy groceries, shop online, go to restaurants? Many grocery stores, online stores and restaurants offer money to schools. Learn how everyday shopping can bring funds to your school!
Money raised thru cash-back programs is often known as “painless fundraising.” This can be a goldmine for schools, supplementing or replacing typical buying and selling types of fundraisers. Shoppers contribute at no extra cost to them. School parents and staff, coworkers, friends, neighbors—even family living in other areas--can support your school, painlessly!  
Regional or national programs in the DC area: Giant’s A+ School Rewards, Harris Teeter’s Together in Education, eScrip (rebates for schools/non-profits from online shopping and from many restaurants) and the NEW Benefit Mobile iPhone/iPad/Android mobile wallet app (marketed by eScrip) that generates rebates when buying gift cards. Shoppers register grocery loyalty cards or credit/debit cards online--or simply click thru particular links--selecting schools to support from their purchases. Box Tops for Education (for grades K-8 only) generates funds when schools collect “coupons” printed on many products and mail them in. Both Snider’s and Chevy Chase Supermarket (independent Montgomery County grocers) pay schools or PTAs that submit tallied store receipts. Office Depot shoppers simply tell cashiers their school’s Give Back to Schools ID number to earn funding. Each program has specific requirements, deadlines and payment criteria.
Have questions about these programs or need more help? Want to raise thousands of dollars for your school or PTA, but can’t find volunteers to figure out the programs? Need help navigating the online registration systems? I’ve coordinated these rebate programs for many years--raising up to $15,000 annually for schools and PTAs--and can work with you.
Getting Started

Raising funds thru painless fundraising depends on coordinators! Learn how the programs work, and then promote them to your school in creative ways to encourage participation. Plan your painless fundraising campaign EARLY, ideally before the school year begins! Work with your PTA team and school administration on specific fundraising goals and plan the steps needed to achieve your goals. Especially important: network with other coordinators! The more effort you put into these revenue sources, the more funding your school or PTA will earn. 
Important Websites, Email Addresses and Phone Numbers
Giant Food A+ School Rewards: www.giantfood.com/aplus   A+ Hotline: 1-877-ASK-APLUS

eScrip: www.escrip.com  where shoppers register and manage their eScrip accounts; 
                 individuals can contact eScrip by emailing supporters@escrip.com 

             shopping.escrip.com  eScrip’s Online Mall—rebates from over 800 online merchants 

             escrip.rewardsnetwork.com or 1-866-756-3463 to find restaurants that donate thru                      

                the eScrip program
             groups.escrip.com  where coordinators access their group eScrip supporter & financial     

                 data; coordinators can contact eScrip either from the Contact Us link on the bottom of 

                 their group home page or by emailing organizations@escrip.com 

             benefit-mobile.com/escrip iPhone/Android mobile wallet app to buy/redeem gift cards 
Harris Teeter: www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/tie.aspx
Box Tops: www.btfe.com 1-888-799-2444 Visit Box Tops for Education Facebook page (plus 
    other Facebook pages/groups run by coordinators) to ask questions, swap ideas
Office Depot’s Give Back to Schools: www.officedepot.com/givebts
Forms for Collecting Grocery Card Numbers
As Part of Your PTA’s Membership Form.  Below is suggested wording to include on your PTA membership forms for collecting members’ grocery card numbers. Coordinators then register these cards for the Giant A+ and Harris Teeter programs; other info that is needed to register people’s cards or to contact them about any card issues will already be on the membership forms, such as their name, phone number and email address. Have a system in place with your PTA’s Membership Chair so you can receive either copies of the forms or the membership data to register these cards IMMEDIATELY to maximize your earnings!

Your grocery shopping can bring money to <name of school>!
 

Giant A+ School Rewards: The PTA will register your Giant BonusCard for this school year’s A+ program for <name of school>. If you would like your Giant shopping to support ONE additional school, write that other school’s name below.

Giant card number (12 digits): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _      ______________________________School 2

 

Harris Teeter’s Together in Education program: The PTA will register your Harris Teeter VIC card for <name of school>. If you would like your Harris Teeter shopping to support UP TO FOUR MORE schools, write those school names below. 

Harris Teeter VIC card (first 11 digits only): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    _____________________School 2 ___________________________________School 3 _____________________________School 4
___________________________________School 5
*************************************************************************************
As a Separate Form.  Have forms at ALL school and PTA events, and prominently available in your school, plus to hand out to friends, neighbors, coworkers. Tailor this form for your school.
Giant and Harris Teeter Have Money for Schools!

Your Giant shopping can earn money for <name of school.> Register your Giant BonusCard at www.giantfood.com/aplus, or fill out this form and we will register your card. You can choose up to TWO schools to support.

Your Harris Teeter grocery shopping can earn money for <name of school.> Register your VIC card at www.harristeeter.com (click on the Together in Education link) or fill out this form and we will register your card. You can choose up to FIVE schools to support. IMPORTANT: You must RE-LINK your Harris Teeter card every school year.
Name:




 
Phone:




Email: 
Giant BonusCard number (12 digits):  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Harris Teeter VIC Card number (first 11 digits only):  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

If you want to support other schools in addition to <name of school>, list them here:

School 2: __________________ Additional Schools (for Harris Teeter): _______________________ ________________________________               ________________________________
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Giant Food’s A+ School Rewards (Formerly A+ BonusBucks)

This program is offered by Giant stores in DC, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia (a.k.a. Giant of Landover). All schools enrolled in the A+ School Rewards program MUST “re-register” each school year at www.giantfood.com/aplus to confirm their participation in the new school year’s A+ cycle. Details about the upcoming A+ cycle are emailed in mid-August (along with the school’s A+ site password) to the school’s two contacts listed in the school’s A+ site—the coordinator and the school representative. School A+ passwords never change and should be kept on file with both the school and the PTA. Either contact must go to the A+ website, click on the coordinator login link and enter the school’s A+ ID code and password, then click “Register” to review or update the school information. Verify names of the current A+ coordinator and school principal, email addresses of the coordinator and a school representative, the school address, phone/fax numbers, grade levels and estimated enrollment. Click “Update” to finish the re-registration process, EVEN IF no changes are needed. After this simple but REQUIRED step, the school’s previously linked BonusCards will be ACTIVATED to earn in the new A+ cycle, and the site will let more cards be registered. Giant’s A+ cycle runs almost six months, between October-March.
Shoppers who had registered their BonusCards in the last three A+ cycles REMAIN registered for the new A+ cycle! However, these registered cards will NOT earn money for any already-selected school unless the school “re-registers” its A+ account for the new cycle! Shoppers with registered cards can change the school(s) they want to support. Shoppers unsure if (or when) they had registered should simply register their cards. Once the cycle begins, newly-registered cards start earning A+ credit the day the cards are registered. NO RETROACTIVE A+ CREDIT is given to newly-registered customers’ prior Giant purchases they had made within the same month they register their cards—school earnings begin the day cards are registered.
Customers can choose one or two schools to benefit from their shopping by clicking “Register Your Card” and following the easy steps. Shoppers can call Giant’s BonusCard Hotline (1-877-366-2668, ext. 2) if they do not know their card number (phone numbers that customers might use at the store instead of a card number cannot be registered). Shoppers with specific questions or who need help registering their cards can call the A+ Hotline (1-877-ASK-APLUS). If shoppers want to support two schools, they select both schools when registering. If they later decide to change their school choices or add a second school, they must input all schools again when registering--any updates to their school choices override their prior school selections.
Giant does not allow coordinators to see customer names or card numbers that are registered for their schools. However, anyone can view the number of cards registered as well as the amount any school has earned once monthly totals are posted online starting early November. Cumulative school earnings are shown approximately ten days after each month of the A+ cycle.
Giant checks arrive before the school year ends, written to the school (not the PTA). It’s wise for PTA leaders to confer with their principals in advance to decide how this money will be spent.
Giant can send a store employee to Back-to-School Nights or other school events, which increases the visibility of this program and reminds people to register their cards. Contact your local Giant store manager to make arrangements. The coordinator must provide A+ signup forms to use at the event. Collect these forms from the Giant employee at the end of the event so you can register the cards. Also make sure that anyone who applied for new BonusCards at the event has also filled out your A+ registration forms so you can register those cards for A+ credit!

  
Earn Money from Restaurants or When Shopping Online or By Paying with the Benefit Mobile Smartphone App
The eScrip program was introduced to the DC area in fall 2002 when that company began administering Safeway’s school rebate program in Safeway’s Eastern division (West Coast Safeways outsourced their school program to eScrip several years earlier). Unfortunately, Safeway ended its Club Card registration program with eScrip August 1, 2015. Many grocery stores still partner with eScrip, but currently none that are in the DC area. A list of participating grocery stores is on eScrip’s website. Your families may have friends or relatives who shop at some of those grocery stores, or you might shop at them when traveling; ANYONE can register those store loyalty cards with eScrip and designate YOUR school to support. The eScrip program CONTINUES to generate money year-round to schools--as well as to non-profits--from thousands of restaurants  and also from online shopping at over 800 merchants.
Find Your School or Non-Profit in eScrip’s Database
Is your school, PTA or non-profit listed with the eScrip program? Search by the organization’s name, zip code and/or city at groups.escrip.com; click on the group name to bring up its eScrip group home page. schools in eScrip’s database are enrolled in the program—they have a coordinator contact name/email address/phone number listed, as well as bank information on file for monthly electronic payment. In early 2015, eScrip ADDED more schools plus thousands of non-profits to its database. Any listed (but unenrolled) groups can be paid by check. BE CAREFUL when searching for your organization in the database, because some group name duplication now exists. If you find your school listed more than once in different ways (for example, your enrolled group may have “PTA” in its name, but your school itself now also is listed in the database), the organization with the LOWER Group ID number is likely the one ENROLLED in the eScrip program. Contact eScrip about any duplicate group names so new supporters will not select them when they register; eScrip will investigate, transfer any supporters who had chosen the unenrolled group to your group and then delete the duplicate group from its system. If you cannot find your organization after searching by its name, zip code and city, mail or fax eScrip a group enrollment form, including a voided check to set up electronic payment. eScrip must have a valid email address for the coordinator so he can receive program updates to share with your families.
How eScrip Pays
eScrip pays by monthly electronic deposit (ACH) to the bank account the group had provided. The Report and Payment Schedule on the eScrip group home page shows approximately when earnings will appear in a group’s online reports, and when those earnings later will be deposited. eScrip deducts a 15% administrative fee from most earned contributions. eScrip will pay to schools, PTAs, booster or school clubs, school foundations or 501(c)(3) non-profits—whichever bank account is set up to receive the direct deposit payments. If your PTA promotes and manages this program, it makes sense for eScrip earnings to go to your PTA (of course first discuss this program’s requirements and any possible payment change with your principal!). eScrip funding would become PTA income, with your members deciding how to spend the money. IMPORTANT: If your PTA is receiving eScrip direct deposits but later changes banks, give eScrip your PTA’s new bank name/account number ASAP so your direct deposit payments can continue. eScrip now will pay by CHECK to unenrolled groups, and also to enrolled groups whose bank accounts have changed. Checks will be issued annually if a group has earned a minimum of $25 within the period of June 1-May 31; unpaid amounts roll over to the next year. To receive regular monthly direct deposits and have access to your group data, your organization should enroll in the program.
Your Group’s “Coordinator of Record” and eScrip Site Password  
Click the “Contact Us” link at the bottom of any enrolled group’s home page to see the name of that group’s “Coordinator of Record” and his email address and phone number. Coordinator contact info MUST be kept up to date—eScrip emails coordinators important updates and reminders. If that person is no longer managing your group’s eScrip program, the name/contact info can be changed after entering your group’s eScrip site password. The initial password was either mailed or emailed when your group enrolled in the program; a coordinator later may have changed the password to make it easier to remember. Ideally the last coordinator can give you the site password; he also can request it from eScrip if he has forgotten it, and then forward it to you. If the previous coordinator cannot be located—and neither your school nor PTA has the password on file--follow the directions outlined in the FAQs above the Contact Us area. Write a short memo to eScrip requesting the password, on your organization’s letterhead and signed by the principal (or signed by the PTA president if this is the PTA’s eScrip account). 
The group site password unlocks your group’s secure supporter and financial data. Two types of Reports are available: 1) the Supporter List identifies who is currently registered for your group; 2) the Monthly Statement includes 13 months of detailed financial data. The My Assistant area of the site notes which supporters have registered grocery and/or credit/debit cards (the grocery store’s name and the last four digits of that card number are shown; NO specific card info is shown for any registered credit/debit cards). Coordinators can ADD additional grocery cards to supporters’ accounts. Coordinators oversee their group’s database of registered supporters and monitor the detailed monthly financial reports. These reports also identify the merchants that have contributed to your group, which can help you stay aware of favorite Online Mall stores as well as restaurants that have generated funds for your group. Inform your families about nearby restaurants that are part of the eScrip program as well as online merchants that they may frequent. Additional merchants and restaurants are continually added to eScrip’s Online Mall and to the Rewards Network dining program.
Increasing Supporters and Managing Your Program
The Coordinator Toolkit on your group home page--at groups.escrip.com--explains all eScrip funding opportunities available in your region, and can be accessed without your group eScrip password. Links to short training videos (Power Sessions) on various topics also are here.

Shoppers who want their restaurant purchases to benefit a school or non-profit should register their credit/debit cards with eScrip. Existing supporters can go to escrip.com to ADD credit/debit cards to their account, after signing in and then clicking “My eScrip.”
Online shopping thru eScrip’s Online Mall does NOT require having ANY credit or debit cards registered with eScrip. Remind your families to start their online shopping at shopping.escrip.com  Existing eScrip supporters simply sign in there; new supporters sign up for eScrip there with their name and email address, selecting up to three organizations to support.
People can register for the eScrip program at any time; however, they should register only ONCE. eScrip registrations remain in eScrip’s database, and the system will not allow a supporter to register his same email address or his same cards more than one time. Supporters stay listed for the organization(s) they initially had selected unless they change their group designations. They can go into their existing eScrip accounts (at the “My eScrip” link) to view their earned contributions and to add or update anything (change the groups they want to support, add more grocery, credit or debit cards, update their email address, etc.). Coordinators can search eScrip’s database with a person’s email address or phone number to try to locate his existing eScrip account that may already have been set up to support another group, and then inform the supporter how he can update his group designations so his shopping now benefits your school.
eScrip also now markets the Benefit Mobile smartphone shopping app. See the separate handout to learn more about this amazing app that will generate significant funds for your group. Amazon, Safeway and Whole Foods are among many popular participating merchants. Note that eScrip does NOT charge any service fee on digital gift cards purchased with the Benefit Mobile app!
  
       
                   

Online Shopping
Purchases from over 800 online shops as well as travel, hotel and cruise reservation sites can bring rebates to schools and non-profits. Shoppers do NOT need to register any credit or debit cards with eScrip to participate! To earn, simply begin at shopping.escrip.com and follow the easy steps. Encourage shoppers to install the “ForgetMeNot” toolbar, which alerts them if an online merchant participates with eScrip (note that this toolbar does not work for the Home Depot and Target online sites--remind shoppers to ALWAYS go to eScrip’s Online Mall site FIRST for those merchants).
Have your webmaster install an eScrip Online Mall banner on your school and PTA websites. Personalized with your group’s name (your group’s eScrip ID number is encoded in the link), this image (see middle picture above) reminds people to begin their online shopping with eScrip. Clicking the banner takes shoppers to the Online Mall. Detailed webmaster instructions are found inside the Coordinator Toolkit--see “eScrip Online Mall: Add an online mall link to your website!”
Amazon is no longer part of the eScrip Online Mall, BUT it does participate with the Benefit Mobile app. Encourage your families to download this app to buy and redeem digital Amazon gift cards.
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Restaurant Rebates
Over 11,000 U.S. restaurants offer rebates thru eScrip’s dining program. You can search for them by city or zip code at escrip.rewardsnetwork.com  How the rebate works: Register one or more credit and/or debit cards with the eScrip program, and then pay at the participating restaurant (dine-in or carry out) with a registered card. 2.5% of your bill—including tip—will be contributed to your designated schools or non-profits. Several days later, you will receive an email (sent to the email address in your eScrip profile) with a link to complete a short survey/review about that restaurant. Fill out the survey within 30 days of that visit and the restaurant contribution doubles to 5%! (Note: If you opt out from getting eScrip emails, you also cannot receive these surveys.)
Find participating restaurants in your area and then inform your families of particular ones that may interest them. You also might want to schedule a special event at one of these restaurants, being sure to pay the bill with a registered credit/debit card. Encourage family and friends to support YOUR group when they dine out either nearby, in other cities, or when traveling!

Promoting Your eScrip Program
Promote eScrip’s funding opportunities using school and PTA websites, newsletters, e-lists, flyers and social media. Shoppers will NOT learn about earning this easy and free money from the participating online stores or restaurants! Do not assume that all your registered supporters are aware of available funding from online shopping or from restaurants--many only had registered their Safeway cards with eScrip; they also may have opted out from receiving eScrip email reminders or have no working email address in their eScrip profiles. Friends living in other areas who shop at ANY eScrip-participating grocery stores--or who shop online or visit ANY eScrip-participating restaurants--can support your school with this program!                                           
