This morning, 


we begin with a word that surprisingly has not appeared in the book of Revelation

 

until this passage, SLIDE



“Sign.”  


John uses it 19 times in his gospel.  



Always the way a sign is intended.  


Pointing to a reality bigger than itself. 


“An event which is regarded as having some special meaning.”  

This past week, 


there was a little 4 wheeler parked in front of the church, 


the bike rack full of bikes, 


and the lights were still on in the Fellowship Hall until 10:30 at night.  

These are not the event themselves, 


but pointed to the larger reality 



that there was community happening that didn't normally occur.

We will only hear of signs in this new window Jesus has opened to us 


that will run from 11:19-15:4.  SLIDE
This section is actually the climax of the whole Revelation.  


I know we have all the hymns about chapters 21-22 



as the New Jerusalem comes down.  


But that is not John's main point.  

When stories were mainly heard, 


the chiastic structure, 



this stepping up and then down, 




was often used to help pair everything together.  


The Sermon on the Mount uses the same structure.  

Since we are operating with 7 windows, 


today we are starting the fourth window.  



Windows 2 and 3 have shown us what the church is supposed to do.  



Windows 5 and 6 will show us how the world will react 




and evil tries to make similar 




but weaker versions of what we have already seen from God.

So in a world that is putting great pressure upon the church, 


one in which we are supposed to witness to the reality of God, 

what do we hear that will help us deal with this thilipsis, 


this great pressure?  

We hear that there are two signs that appear in heaven 


that appear because of something that is not considered a sign, 



but the fulfillment of all other signs.  SLIDE
A woman appears 

and a red dragon appear.  

Now if you remember back to the other cover of our Bible, 


in Genesis 3, SLIDE


the serpent is told it would have 


“enmity between you and the woman, 


and between your offspring and hers; 



he will crush your head, 



and you will strike his heel.”  

We are reaching the completion of that prophecy.

This woman may sound like how some of you felt while pregnant.  


Glowing like you were clothed with the sun, 


your feet hurt like walking on moon rocks, 


headaches like a crown of twelve stars.  



I assume the crying out in pain at least tracks.  

But we would be forgetting Joseph's dream from Genesis 37:9, SLIDE


“I had another dream, 



and this time the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”


Joseph would have been the twelfth star 



and the Sun and Moon were Jacob and Rachel.  


So this woman is Israel.

The red dragon has a long history as well 


in both the cultures John was writing to.  SLIDE
The Hebrew people had the Leviathan and Behemoth in Job and the Psalms.  SLIDE
The Romans had the tale of Python, 


who was supposed to swallow Apollo at birth, 



but escaped 



and conquered the great serpent Python days later.  

The sevens and ten are both complete numbers.  


So this image is showing the dragon 



having complete authority with the heads, 



complete strength with the horns, 



and complete wealth with the diadems.  


His influence allows him to sweep a third of the stars out of the sky.  

The dragon has all of these things 


and he is in position to devour the child at birth.  

What Child is this? 

This is Jesus.  


We have never done a Christmas play this way, 



but imagine if we did.  SLIDE
Christmas would have a hard time with the greeting card business!  


Merry Your Lord and Savior did not get swallowed by a Dragon day!  

John is showing us a reality of that day 


that Matthew also tried to show, 



but we have sentimentalized the moment.  SLIDE

Matthew tells us that Herod the Great, 



had all males born within the last two years killed.  

But hear some of the other parts differently as well.  


Evil does not work as well in the light.  

Most of the spy thrillers I have seen, SLIDE

has the target being moved to an out of the way location 



where witnesses are few.  


Jesus was born in a stable 



with a manger for his bed.  

That is how the dragon had used his power, 


authority, 


and wealth to make sure no one heard about this birth.  

Now how do I know this is Jesus that we are hearing about?  

Remember first, 


we are not working linerally, 



but with what John saw next.  

Next, remember Psalm 2, SLIDE

considered a Messianic psalm.  

Verse 9 is rehashed here 


as the Father tells about his son, 



He will shepherd or “rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” 



or shepherds crook.  

While this is good, 


this can't be Jesus, 



because it just says, 


“And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.”  
That is not the full gospel.  


The full gospel is, 



Jesus was born a man, 



lived a perfect life in obedience to the will of God, 



died for our sins, 



on the third day was resurrected 




and provided a path of new life for us, 



then he ascended to heaven 




and sits at the right hand of his Father 





until he returns to judge the living and the dead.  

Jesus just tells us 


he was born to Mary, 



the fulfillment of Israel, 


and then is snatched back to his Father.  

John is not alone in recording the reality of Jesus' life this way.  


Paul does something similar in 1 Timothy 3:16.  SLIDE
John writes in his gospel quoting Jesus before Pilate, SLIDE

“You are right in saying I am a king. 


In fact, 



for this reason I was born, 



and for this I came into the world, 




to testify to the truth.”

This jump makes more sense 


as we pick up another piece of the Nativity story 



that is not absolutely clear from the gospel writers, 


who are writing from what we saw.  

The did not see what was happening behind the veil.  SLIDE

What Gabriel and all the legions of angels came 



and were singing that night.  

Verse 7 gives us that back story.  


There was a war in heaven.  

Michael and the angels fought the dragon and his angels.  


Why was the devil not strong enough to win.  



He has 7 heads, 



10 horns, 



and 7 crowns?  SLIDE
He was thrown down because he thought authority, 


power, 


and wealth would always win in the end.  

He still has us repeating that Mantra today.

The difference maker 


is the reality of God coming to earth.  


Jesus not staying in heaven 



and trying to defend the kingdom of heaven from Satan.  

Throughout Revelation, 


we have been shown things happening in heaven 



that make a difference on earth.  

But on this night, SLIDE

in this brief period of time, 

it was what happened on earth 


that changed the reality of Heaven.  



Jesus coming as a human baby, 




dying as the perfect man, 




and being brought back to his father 





eliminated Satan's role in heaven.  SLIDE
We read in Job that Satan's role there 


was to tell God why we fell short.  

He was the accuser or slander, 


which is what Satan means. 

In Jesus' fighting like a lamb 


instead of a lion 

in coming to earth, 


in dying for us, 

as he sits on the throne next to his father, SLIDE

there is nothing for the slander to accuse us of.  

Any and everything you have done wrong, 


are doing wrong, 


will ever do wrong, 



has already been paid for by the blood of the lamb.  

That is the good news of this gospel 


and Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  

The debt has been paid, 


there is no weight 


or debt of sin upon us in the Kingdom of Heaven's ledgers, 



because God has already paid that debt.  

That act was the definitive move 


of the war of heaven.

Satan may not have a role to play in the Heavenly Kingdom, 


but he does still here on earth, 



for a little bit longer.  

We are told that the woman, 


Israel, 


the church 

fled into the desert SLIDE

where she will be taken care of for 1260 days.  

Last week, 


we talked about how this number, 


42 months, 


3.5 years are the way of saying for a period of time, 



but not the whole time.  

It is the period from Jesus' resurrection 


to his return.  

We will be cared for, 


but Satan is taking out his frustration on us as well.  

We are protected, 


but we will feel the attacks.  

His time is short, 


but it will be a full seige. SLIDE
This perspective helped the church under the persecution of the Roman Empire.  


It has helped the church through the centuries, 


and hopefully will help us now live 



in proper response to the attacks putting pressure on us.  

We have our worldly names for them.  SLIDE

Death, Taxes, 


certain countries, 


certain channels, certain neighbors, 


broken systems.  

Underlying all of the attacks 


is the dragon, 


the accuser, 


the Devil himself.

So how do we stand up to this onslaught? 


Verses 10 and 11 spell it out for us.  SLIDE


“Now have come the salvation and the power 



and the kingdom of our God, 




and the authority of his Christ.”  

God's Kingdom is the one in power, 


the one that has the final word.  

So we need to follow the way that God's Kingdom 


finally overcame the devil.  

“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony; 


they did not love their lives so much 



as to shrink from death.”  

Do you hear that?  


They overcame him, 



not by their blood, SLIDE


but the blood of the lamb.  


They realized the lamb laid down his life for them 



and that was enough.  

Then they lived out that reality in their life and words, 


their testimony.  SLIDE
The greek word is Marturias, 


from which we get Martyr.  

We tend to think of a Martyr as someone who dies for a cause.  

This last verse helps us hear it better.  SLIDE

They are people who believe in 


and value the cause 



more than their own life.  

Death does not have to follow, 


it might, 

but you believe that you have found something worth pouring your whole life into.  

If we don't have that, 


we are vulnerable to the pressure.  

We think that we have to find something else 


to defeat the powers of this world, 



under the rule of Satan.  SLIDE
But the devil was vulnerable to a baby in a manger in Bethlehem.  

Why would we not follow the way of the lamb, 


so that we are following God's commandments 



and holding to the reality that Jesus laid down his life for, SLIDE



the way of the lamb, 




not the lion.

12
A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on his heads. 4 His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might devour her child the moment it was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who will rule all the nations with an iron scepter. And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her by God, where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
7 And there was war in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 

“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, 

and the authority of his Christ. 

For the accuser of our brothers, 

who accuses them before our God day and night, 

has been hurled down. 
11
They overcame him 

by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony; 

they did not love their lives so much 

as to shrink from death. 
12
Therefore rejoice, you heavens 

and you who dwell in them! 

But woe to the earth and the sea, 

because the devil has gone down to you! 

He is filled with fury, 

because he knows that his time is short.” 

13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the desert, where she would be taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to make war against the rest of her offspring—those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus. 13 1 And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. 
