
“Why the Ascension?”  
Acts 1:9-11 

Why were the disciples left on planet Earth Jesus visible presence? 

I. Jesus left his disciples on Earth.  

Acts 1:9 “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while 
they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.”   

A. Where is Jesus going? – A cloud received Him out of their sight.  

1.  Jesus returned from where He came.  

(a) Jn 1:1-2  

(b) Jn 16:28  

B. Why did Jesus return to heaven?  

1. He went to receive His kingdom from the Father.  

(a) Luke 19:11-12  

(b) Daniel 7:13-14  

C. What will He be doing there? 

1. He will receive all authority and power. -  

(a) Heb 1:3  

(b) Mt 28:18  

2. He will represent our wellbeing before the Father - Rom 8:34  

(a) Jesus’ intercession keeps our faith from failing - Heb 7:25  

D. Challenge:  

1. Trust that the Lord is representing your wellbeing?   

2. Embrace the peace that all your needs are being petitioned 
before the Father.  

II. Angels declare the absolute certainty of His return. 

Acts 1:10 And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He 
was going, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them. 

A. Angels always announce the certainty of coming events.    

1. Two angel that rescued Lott from Sodom – Gen.19:1  

2. Angel appears to Zacharias – Luke 1:13 

3. Gabriel appeared to Mary – Luke 1:30 

4. Appears to Joseph to reveal the baby’s name - Mt 1:21  

5. Two angels announce the resurrection at the empty tomb.  

B. Now two men in white clothing stand beside them to give 
them a message:  

III. God does not want us to focus on the fact that Jesus has left.  

Acts 1:11 They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? 

A. Why?  Jesus made some promises about his continued 
presence:  

1. Jesus is with us on OUR mission. Mt 28:19-20  

2. Jesus is with us through His spirit which indwell us – Gal 4:6  

B. God does, however, want us to focus on the finish lines: 

1. Heb 12:1-2  

2. Col 3:1-4  

IV. God promises the return of His Son in triumphal glory.  

Acts 1:11b “…This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into 
heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched 
Him go into heaven.” 

A. Jesus will return:  

1. He will return in glory. Mt 24:30  

2. He will return for us. Mt 24:31  

3. His return will unleash destruction on His enemies.  
 - Matthew 24:37–41 

Think, Pray, and Obey:  
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