
EnglishNotesforClassXI

Literature

Topic:-APhotograph

 Readtheextractsgivenbelowandanswerthequestionsthatfollow:

"Thecardboardshowsmehowitwas

Whenthetwogirlcousinswentpaddling

Eachoneholdingoneofmymother'shands,

Andshethebiggirl—sometwelveyearsorso."

(a)Whatdothelinesdescribeabout?

Ans:-Thelinesdescribeaboutaphotographwhichwaspastedonacardboardsheetdueto

longspanoftime.

(b)Whatdoestheword'cardboard'denote?

Ans:-The'cardboard'heredenotestotheoldphotographofthepoet'smotherandhertwo

cousins.

(c)Whowasthe'biggirl'mentionedintheline?

Ans:-The'biggirl'herereferredtothepoet'smotherwhowasstandinginthemiddleofhertwo

cousinsintheseabeachonthephotograph.

(d)Whatwasthepositionofpoet'smotherhere?

Ans:-Thepoet'smotherwastheeldestamongthethreeofthem.Shewastwelveyearsoldon

thephotograph.Thetwolittlegirlcousinswereholdingonthehandofthepoet'smother.

(e)Whatfeelingarearousedintheselines?

Ans:-Theselineshavefeelingsoflove,togethernessandinnocentpleasureofthechildhood.

"Allthreestoodstilltosmilethroughtheirhair

Attheunclewiththecamera.Asweetface,

Mymother's,thatwasbeforeIwasborn.

Andthesea,whichwhichappearstohavechangedless,

Washedtheirterriblytransientfeet."

(a)Whowerethethreementionedintheline?

Ans:-Thethreewerepoet'smotherandhertwocousinsnamedBettyandDollywhowere

standingintheseabeachwithsmilingface.

(b)Mentionthepoeticdeviceusedinthefirstline.

Ans:-Thepoethasusedalliterationinthefirstlineoftheextract.Here,poetusedtheletter's'

repeatedlyinthewords"stoodstilltosmile".So,itistheexampleofalliteration.

(c)Whosesweetfaceisreferredtohere?

Ans:-Poet'smotherisreferredtohereas'sweetface'.

(d)Identifythefigureofspeechusedinthelastline?

Ans:-Thefigureofspeechwhichwasusedinthelastlineis'TransferEpithet'.Here,lifeis

transfertofeettohighlightthemortalityofhumanbeing.



"Nowshe'sbeendeadnearlyasmanyyears

Asthatgirllived.Andofthiscircumstance

Thereisnothingtosayatall.

Itssilencesilences."

(a)Howlonghasthepoet'smotherbeendead?

Ans:-Thepoet'smotherhasbeendeadforabouttwelveyears.

(b)Whichcircumstanceisreferredtohere?

Ans:--Thecircumstancereferredtohereistheincidentofthedeathofpoet'smother.

(c)Whatdoesthelastlineconvey?

Ans:-Thelastlineconveysthatdeathisfinalandirrevocable.

(d)Whatsilencesthesilence?

Ans:-Thesilenceofthedeathsilencesthesilence.

(e)Whatpoeticaldevicesusedinthelastline?

Ans:-Thepoethasused'alliteration'and'personification'inthelastlineofthepoem.

 Shortanswerquestions:-

1.Whywouldthepoet'smotherlaughatthesnapshot?

Ans:-Thepoet'smotherwouldlaughatthesnapshotbecauseitwouldrevivehermemoriesof

thepasthappydaysontheseabeachandthestrangewayinwhichtheyweredressedforthe

beach.

2.Whathasthecameracaptured?

Ans:-Thecamerahascapturedthesceneontheseabeachwiththreegirlswhowerepaddling

inthewaterandholdingthehandsofeachother.

3.Whydoesthepoetsaynothingabouthermother'sdeath?

Ans:-Thepoethasnowordstoexpressherreactiontothissolemnandpainfulincidentasshe

haslosthermotherandherbeautifulsmileforever.Deathkeepsilencestoeveryone.The

extensivequeitnesssilencespoet'smothereither.

4.Whatimpressiondoyouform aboutthepoet'smother?

Ans:-Thepoet'smotherwasveryprettyattheageoftwelve.Sheenjoyedherseaholidaywith

hertwocousinsintheseabeach.Thisisindicatedbythehappinessthatshegetsinmiddleage

afterlookingatherchildhoodphotograph.

5.Whydoesthepoetfeelnostalgic?

Ans:-Thepoetseesanoldphotographofhermotherinwhichhermotherand hertwocousins

standing withsmilingfaceontheseabeach.Theywereenjoyingthemselves.Thepoet

remembershowhermotherusedtolaughwhenevershelookedatthatoldphotograph.Nowthe

poethasbeenleftonlywiththememoriesofhermother.Thus,shefeelsnostalgic.

6.Thethreestanzasdepictsthreedifferentphases.Whatarethey?

Ans:-Thethreestanzasdepictsthreedifferentphases.Theyareasfollows-

1ststanza,theentirestanzatalksabouthow thethreegirlsspendingtheirholidayatthesea



beach.Italsodescribestheiruncleandhowheshottheirphotoandtheirhappyfaces.

2ndstanza,thisstanzatalksabout how poet'smotherspoketoBettyandDollyabouttheir

holiday.Theyhavegrownupanddiscussingtheirchildhood.

3rdstanza,thisstanzatalksaboutthepoet'smorningaboutthedeathofhermother.Poet

remembershermotherwithaheavyheart.


