[bookmark: _GoBack]Ganges Township Planning Commission 
Special Monthly Meeting Minutes for July 11, 2019 
Ganges Township Hall 
119th Avenue and 64th Street 
Fennville, MI, Allegan County

I. Call to Order and Roll Call
Chair DeZwaan called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM.
Roll Call: Chair: Jackie DeZwaan — Present
		      Secretary: Phil Badra — Present
		      Vice-Chair: Charlie Hancock —Present
		      Commissioner: Dale Pierson —Present 
		      Commission Trustee: Barry Gooding — Absent Present
		      Zoning Administrator: Tasha Smalley — Present
II. Additions to the agenda and adoption 
A motion was made by Badra to accept the agenda, as presented.  The motion was seconded by Hancock. Motion passed.
III. General Public Comment - None
IV.  New Business
a. Workshop to review updates to the Zoning Ordinance

Smalley suggested reformatting the Home Occupation (HO)/Home Based Business (HBB) charts to better organize the definitions/requirements. Rewording the parking area definition/location was also discussed.
Smalley also discussed how the “front” of the house was determined on corner lots, specifically in reference to the location of an accessory building. It was determined that the front of the house should be the street the house is addressed on.
Smalley also asked opened a discussion regarding Guest Cottages built on the 2nd floor of garages. It was questioned whether the text in Section 3.17 (A) about “buildings being erected as garages… can shall not be used for dwelling purposes” applied to the guest cottages. but It was determined that the cottages do not have kitchens so they are not considered dwellings. Some reformatting of the article was also discussed, to make it easier to read.
Smalley discussed the RV Language and requested that language stating that the vehicle must be removed from vacant properties, after the allowed time, be added. Badra suggested that the rule exclude vacant properties that are adjacent to or homesteaded with the owners dwelling.
Smalley also requested that the text regarding front setbacks being measured from the Right of Way (ROW) of the “most traveled street” being edited to remove that language, to eliminate any misunderstandings on corner lots.
Badra DeZwaan brought it the attention of the PC that Section 3.16 states that ALL buildings require well and septic. and Badra suggested that it be amended to say that buildings with water of or bathroom facilities require well and septic. The question of why Mini-Storage buildings are allowed in the commercial district but not buildings for commercial storage use was also brought up. Site Plan language requirements were also discussed along with Special Land Use (SLU) requirements for Restaurants. 
Removing the text regarding Private Roads in the Industrial District was also discussed. As well as additional conversation on removing Conditional Rezoning from the ordinance and adding language stating that it was not allowed. Page number formatting, grammar, and spelling errors were also discussed. Plans were made to finalize these changes and discuss a Solar Farm Ordinance at the next meeting.

V. General Public Comment – None

VI. Future Meeting Dates – July 23rd & another special meeting August 8th @ 6pm.

VII. Adjournment
Motion was made by Badra and supported by Hanson Hancock to adjourn. Motion carried unanimously. Adjourned at 9:00PM.
Respectfully Submitted
Jennifer Goodrich
Ganges Township Recording Secretary
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