
 
 
 



 

 
UNITED CHURCH OF SUN CITY 

“Where Everyone Is Someone Special.” 
*All may rise, in body or spirit. 

Congregational response in bold 
First Sunday in Lent, February 22, 2026 

 
 

PRELUDE                                          “Sarabande”                        Corelli/arr. Clokey                                                             
Beverly Fletcher, organ 

 
GREETING, CENTERING, and CANDLE LIGHTING 

 
INTROIT                                  “Holy Spirit, Rain Down”          Stephen McPherson                                          

Praise Team 
 

*UNISON PRAYER     
 

Wilderness times happen, Lord. Sometimes that can be good, but sometimes 
we end up feeling stuck in the wilderness. We pray for your Spirit to lead us 
then, and at other times too, so that we don’t get stuck, but we keep moving 
forward, following your call, getting past all the distractions and temptations 
that so easily try to seize us and hold onto us, Amen.  

 
*OPENING                       “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”          (words on the screen) 

HYMN                                                                                                            
 
SILENT REFLECTION, PRAYER, THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power 
and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
PRAYER                              “The Old Rugged Cross”            arr. Brent Edstrom 
RESPONSE                             Floyd Ellison, piano 
 
 
 

 
 
GOSPEL READING                                                            Matthew 4:1-11 (NRSV) 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                 “God Help the Outcasts”                    Alan Menken /                          
                                                   Kira Funk, Soloist                   Stephen Schwartz 

 
SERMON                       “The Long Road of Temptation”     

Reverend Brady Abel 
 

ANTHEM                              “Songs for the Journey”                    Joseph Martin              
Praise Team 

 
CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENTS and BENEDICTION 

 
*CLOSING                               “Because He Lives”                  (words on the screen)                               
RESPONSE                                  Congregation 

 
POSTLUDE                  “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”                   Paul Manz 

Beverly Fletcher, organ 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 
What’s Happening This Week… 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome!     Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  Our 

prayer is that you will feel United Church is your spiritual home. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact our pastor or church leaders with questions. 
We hope you will return soon to worship at United Church!   

 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Brady Abel, Senior Pastor 

Greg Bradley, Moderator 
Heather Purtle, Vice Moderator 

Bill Zimmer, Past Moderator 
Alan Paulson, Minister of Music 

Beverly Fletcher, Organist 
Praise Team: Kira Funk, Brenda Goodenberger, Michael Nanney 

Robin Lemkuil, Office Manager/Assistant to the Pastor 
Craig Zimmerman, Boni Locke, Office Assistants 

Lisa Dunbar, Parish Nurse 
Karen Crawford, Finance Secretary 

Greg Yagi, Lester Atkinson and Robin Lemkuil, Audio/Video Tech 
Dickie Duniver, Sexton 

Holly Lentini, Assistant Sexton 
All Members & Friends of United Church, Ministers of the Good News. 

 

UNITED CHURCH OF SUN CITY 
11250 N. 107th Ave, Suite 105, Sun City, AZ 85351-4062 

Church Office Phone: (623) 933-0058 
Email:   office@uccsc.com    Web Site:  www.uccsc.com 

Facebook:  United Church of Sun City 
YouTube: United Church of Sun City 

Office Hours:  8:30 am – 1:30 pm  Monday – Thursday 
 

 
 
 

February 22 

8:00 am 

8:40 am 

10:00 am 

11:00 am 

SUNDAY 

Praise Team Rehearsal 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship 

Coffee Fellowship 

February 23 

1:00 pm 

2:00 pm 

MONDAY 

Walking Group 

Tai Chi in the Beehive 

February 24 

1:00 pm 

TUESDAY 

Silver Sneakers - Strength and Balance in the Beehive 

February 25 

10:00 am 

12:00 pm 

1:00 pm 

WEDNESDAY 

Converse & Connect in the Beehive 

Power of the Pause – Stop and Pray 

Walking Group 

February 26 

11:00 am 

1:00 pm 

THURSDAY 

Bible Study, Pastor’s Office 

Silver Sneakers - Strength and Balance in the Beehive 

February 27 

 

9:30 am 

FRIDAY 

Office Closed 

A Matter of Balance Class in the Beehive 

February 28 SATURDAY 

Office Closed 

March 1 

8:00 am 

8:40 am 

10:00 am 

11:00 am 

11:15 am 

SUNDAY  

Praise Team Rehearsal 

Choir Rehearsal 

Worship with Holy Communion 

Coffee Fellowship 

New Member Class 



 
MONTHLY PARTICIPATION 
Head Usher: Randy Skanes 

Greeters: Carol Archer & Joan Paulsen 
Head Teller: Diane Gahm 

Tellers: Gerry Paul, Donna Bone, Leslie Chrissan 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY: 123  
 

 
DID YOU KNOW . . . God is calling you today . . . but not on your cell phone!  Please 
silence yours. ☺ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS: Melisa Preston and Grace; Annette Mendonca; Bill 
& Cindy Zimmer and Kristin; Ken Genese; Arlen and Rozanne Freeman - Carson, 
Mark, Jason, and Allison; Steve and Theresa; Bud & Mary Sue Andreason; Gale 
Gerber; Bob Spishak; Scott Nickles; Bonnie Newton; Sandy Krahn; Art & Leslie 
Chrissan; Dean and Sue Stryker; Sue Roden; Rosanne Pruitt; Jerry and Donna 
Walter; Mike and Dana Annis; Chuck Bone and Adam; Nancy Wohlhuter; Jason 
Bradley; Philip Atem; Pray for Peace in Ukraine and other places of unrest in this 
nation and around the world. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
WELCOME!  Are you visiting with us today? Welcome to United Church of Sun City! 
We are so glad to see you! We hope you are blessed today as we worship The Lord 
together. We invite you to stay for fellowship following our service. If you have any 
questions about our Church, feel free to ask the pastor, usher, or contact the 
church office. We are so glad you are here and hope to see you again! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
BIBLE STUDY: In-person study will continue on Thursday, February 26 at 11:00 am 
in Pastor’s office. An E-mail will be sent out early in the week. All are welcome! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
PLEASE WELCOME THIS MORNING REV. PATTY EBNER from the Southwest 
Conference, Committee on Ministry-B.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
GREETER SCHEDULE: A big THANK YOU goes out to those who have offered to 
serve as greeters. A reminder that March greeters are Mary Segers Koscielny and 
Diane Gahm. If you’d like to become better acquainted with your church family while 
also serving the church as a greeter, please sign up at the back of the church. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SILENT AUCTION: There will be a Silent Art Auction in the Beehive from March 1 
through March 29.  Show off your talents by donating your art pieces no later than 
February 25. The winners of the silent auction bids will be contacted on April 
1. 100% of the proceeds will go to the AV upgrade fund. 
 
 
 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS: There will be a new member class on Sunday, March 1 
following the worship service.  If you are interested in joining United Church, or just 
want some information about the church, please join us.  All are welcome!  New 
members will be received during worship on Sunday, March 8, 2026. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SPEAKER SERIES: Join us on Tuesday, March 10 at 10:30 am in the Beehive when 
Matt Burlend with ComForCare will discuss the types of personal and medical care 
services offered by professional caregivers in your home. Please register near the 
Welcome Table. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
SUICIDE & CRISIS LIFELINE – Dial 988 if you or someone you know is struggling or 
in crisis, help is available. Call or text 988 or chat 988lifeline.org. The Lifeline 
provides 24/7, confidential and free emotional support for people in suicidal crisis 
or mental health-related distress. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE NATIONAL FRIENDSHIP LINE: A phone number for seniors (60 years of age 
and older) who can call if they would like social interaction or to ask health 
questions. Trained volunteers are available. The Friendship Line is FREE and is 
sponsored by the Institute of Aging (IOA).  Call 1-800-971-0016. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
CHURCH LIBRARY: The shelves of the Friendship Center have a great variety of 
multi-faceted fiction, non-fiction, mystery, biographies, thrillers, spiritual and self-
improvement books available for your reading pleasure. Help yourself and enjoy! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
LIONS RECYCLE FOR SIGHT: Changing lives, one pair at a time. Conveniently 
donate your old eyeglasses to the Surprise Grand Lions International. There is a 
collection box on the table at the back of church. The Lions club collects recycled 
eyeglasses, hearing aids and cell phones. The cell phones are re-condition to be 
used as 911 call phones for battered women and children. Great place to recycle 
your used eyeglasses, hearing aids and cell phones! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY! The Activity and Fellowship Committee invites you to enjoy 
coffee and a “Birthday Treat” after worship on Sunday, March 8. Wishing you many 
Happy Birthday moments…the kind that leave you feeling special and loved all day 
long. Join us as we celebrate all birthdays in 2026! 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
As always, please address any questions, comments, or concerns in person with 
Pastor Brady, Greg Bradley our Church Moderator, Randy Skanes our Head Usher, 
or contact the Church office directly.  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
POWER OF THE PAUSE: Our Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Toni Hawkins 
encourages us to pray for each other every Wednesday at 12:00 noon. There is 
power in prayer… practice the pause. 
 


