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St. Michael's Parish is part of the world-wide Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church. We are Eastern
Catholics - Orthodox Christians living in full and visible communion with the See of Rome, under
the leadership of Pope Francis and our Patriarch, His Beatitude SviatoslavShevchuk. One need not
be ethnically Ukrainian to worship with us. The Ukrainian Catholic Church comes from the
Ukrainian people, but it isforthe entire human race, Welcome! We'revery gladyou're here!

Divine Liturgy Schedule - [Iopn4oK Eorocry]r(eHb

Sundays: Usually 10:00 a.m.
Solemn Feast Days: Usually 7:00 p.m. on

weekdays and 10:00 a.m. on Saturdays

The schedule sometimes varies; please check the
bulletin or website, or request email notifications
from ndworian @comcast.net.

On the first and third Sundays of the month, the
Divine Liturgy is typically celebrated primarily in

English. On other Sundays and Feast Days, the
Liturgy is primarily in Ukrainian. Preaching is usually
bilingual: English and Ukrainian.

To schedule a Confession, please contact Father
Andriy at (480) 217-8505.

Eoxecreexxa.Iliryprin qoxe4ini o 10:00 paHKy

3euqoiluo nepua irpernHe4i,nn micnqn - ro.noBHo

aHrnificsxoto. lHr-ui He4ini - yxpaiHcrxoro. f'lponoai4i

- Ha ABox MoBax. Tonny, qo oreqb napox gacoM

snnyueHrfi 6yru nosa nnicrom, nopnAoK

6orocnyxeHu nnoxe nniHnrucn. flpoury nepeeipuru
nopnAox no4aHufi xa ee6cafiri ra a 6rcrereHi. llpo
erexrpoHHi npuraAKu MoHHa 3apeecrpyBarhcb no
a4peci ndworian@comcast.net.

llopn4ox 6orocryxexu y cBnra aagHa,reHilil Ha

ee6cafiri. l'lepeaaxuo o rog.7-iia Beqopa e 6y4Hi

4ui, a o 10-iil pauxy Kolr4 cBflro nphnaAa€ e cy6ory.

Flpo Tafixy Cnooi4i npouJy AoMoBt4l4cr e flapoxonn.

Sunday, December 18, at 10:00 a.m.: Divine Liturgy, Sunday of the Holy Fathers

Saturday, December 24: 12:00 p.m. Vespers of the Nativity of Our Lord

Sunday, December 25: 10:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy of the Nativity of Our lord

t See the Schedule in this bulletin for all of the Christmas Cycle services! t

Scripture Readings for the Divine Liturgy

Today's Scripture readings (Holy Forefathers): Colossians 3:4-1,1,, Luke 1,4:1,6-24

Next Sunday's readings (Holy Fathers): Hebrews 1.I:9-'J.0,77-23,32-40; Matthew I:t-25

Troparion of the Holy Forefathers
By foith You justified Your aqcestors, and through them in advance You betrothed the Church

token from the nations. The soints exult in glory; from their seed comes the blessed fruit,
the one who bore You without seed. By their prayers, O Christ our God, hove mercy on us.



The Sunday of the Holy Forefathers

On the Sunday between December 11 and 17, the Church celebrates the ancestors of Christ
according to the flesh, together with all the Patriarchs of the Old Testament who were related to
Him. Before the Law these were Adam, Enoch, Melchizedech, Abraham, lsaac, and Jacob and his
twelve sons, the founders of the Twelve Tribes of lsrael. After the Law came Moses, Aaron, Joshua,
Samuel, David; the four Major Prophets lsaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel, and the Three Holy
Youths;andthetwelveMinorProphets. TheliturgicaltextsoftheSundaypointustotheNativity:

Today we commemorate the ancestors of Christ. Sing with fervor a.hymn of praise to Christ
the Savior Who exalted them among all nations. He is the Lord who does wondrous deeds
becouse He is powerful ond mighty. From them He brought forth o holy scepter, the
immoculote moiden of God ond Virgin Mary. From her, Christ our God come forth to give life
and eternal salvation for all.

The great Sun, the Creator, hastens today to Bethlehem to be born of the immaculate Virgin,
and to enlighten the children of Adam. The glorious memory of the Forefathers onnounces
this miracle.

The commemoration of the Holy Fothers is manifested to the ends of the world. tt is truly futt
of splendor, ond it glistens with the roys of groce; Christ the splendrous Sun hos shone forth
on high from afor. He forms the assembly of stars which glisten with Him, and the Srar
reveals that the nativity of the God-man will be in Bethlehem. Therefore, we piously and
faithfully clap our hands and leop for joy at this notivity, and we give proise before the feast.

Come, let us faithfully celebrate the memory of the Fathers who preceded the Law: Abraham
who was beloved by God, lsaac who was born according to the promise, Jacob and the twelve
Patriarchs. From them arose like radiant torches the prophets and the righteous ones who,
by the roys of their prophecies, illumined all creation and ardently pray for the world.
With lsaiah, let us cry out in a loud voice: Behold, the Virgin shall be with child and give birth
to a Son, and they shall call Him Emmanuel, a name which meons "God is with us.,,

Let each of us approach Advent anticipating the coming of the Lord and allow this anticipation to
intensify in us the presence of Christ. For the Lord is already present with us, but the Grace of
Advent allows us to experience a more vivid, perhaps new, awareness of this presence. In Advent
He reveals Himself to us as " He who comes," the one who desires to be with us. Let our prayer be
"Come, Lord Jesus," and throughout Advent let this prayer intensify and drive away all thoughts
and passions incompatible with the coming of Christ.

-- from Advent: A Time of Preporotion for the Coming of the Lord,
compiled by Fr. Nicholas Speier and Fr. John Finley



Report from Pastoral Council Meeting on December 6

By Pani Nodyo Dworian, Secretary

The air conditioning contract with Hamstra Heating & Cooling was approved pending confirmation
from the Eparchy. The bid of $I7,394 includes a 10% discount if the contract is signed by
December 31. Half is due by January 3l-, with the balance by February 24.fhe urgent fund drive is
underway. A new plaque will recognize contributors to significant church improvements such as

the interior remodel and the air conditioning replacement. Cut-off for listing is January 3L,20t7 .

Regarding the Bulletin, if no one comes forth to take over production of it, beginning January 1, it
will be discontinued. The website is now up and running (www.stmichaeltucson.org). As need
arises, notices will be emailed and information sheets will be made available at church.

The Council reviewed more of the suggestions from the two parish meetings we had regarding a

VibrantParish.Thesearejustsomeoftheactionitems; there'sstill moretobedone:

Father will walk to the back of the church to give Holy Communion first to those who are
handicapped, before the rest of the congregation receives theirs at the front of the church.
Father will go over the song books and determine what needs to be done; Nadya Dworian has
offeredtothenmatchthechangesintherestofthebooks. SuggestionsforGroupYouth
Activities included a trip to St. Anthony's Monastery in Florence, bowling, and possibly a boat ride
on the Desert Belle at Saguaro Lake, a two-hour drive from Tucson. Transliterated texts (blue

books) are not user friendly; Father will work on one that will be easier to follow. The Council
agreed to participate Labor Day weeken d in 2OI7 in the 50+ hours of prayer at the Greek Orthodox
Church with Fr. Earl Cantos. A service and fundraiser will be planned for Metropolitan Andrey
Sheptytsky around the anniversary of either his birth (29 July 1865) or death (1 November 1944).
The "Sunshine" person to notify of illness, prayer requests, or good news to share is Chotard Doll,
529-5880. To foster closeness, Sisterhood members are encouraged to gather for fellowship at
private homes for afternoon or evening get-togethers.

New Website for St. Michael's!

Father Andriy has completely redone our parish website - www.stmichaeltucson.org ! Photo
galleries and back issues of our parish bulletin still need to be added. Please note the additional
information in the section labeled "about". Also please note the box for schedule changes on the
home page:this is where schedule changes will be posted. And please fill in the contact form,
which will go to Fr. Andriy and will help to automate future communications. We will continue to
improve the website now that we have better control of it. lf you have ideas for the website,
please speak with Fr. Andriy or a Pastoral Council member.



Reports . Prayer Requests . Announcements

COATS FOR THE POOR: St. Michael's is collecting coats to be given to the St. Vincent de Paul

Society for distribution to the poor suffering from the cold this winter. Echoing Jesus' commands
in the Gospel, St. Basil the Great said, "Those extro coats in your closet belong to the poor; when
ore you going to give them to them?" Please bring coats to church bv next Sundav. December 1-8.

See also the last page of this bulletin regarding St. Michael's food drive for the poor.

COLLECTIONS: Thanksgiving, November 24: 5215.00 Candles: S27.00

Sunday, November 27: $t,O47.O0 Candles: 528,00

Sunday,December4: 51-,060.00 Candles: SzS.oo Books: $100.00 lcons: $40.00
Second Collection for St. Andrew's Pence for the Church in Ukraine: 5512.00
Church Air Conditioner Replacement Donations: S1,000.00 Thank Youl

SUNDAY SOCIAL HOUR: Many thanks to Valentina Lautaire for providing a delicious Advent lunch
last Sunday, and to those who gave donations of 587.00 to support the Sisterhood's workl

Dec. L1: St. Nicholas pizza party Dec. 18: Halyna Chirovsky Dec. 25: lryna Petryna

PRAYER REQUESTS: Please pray forJoe Cybulsky, Lubomyra Lutz, Zenon Korytko, Stefa Szubak,
the Skibicky family, seminarian Martin Nagy and his son Elijah, EparchialAdministrator Fr. Richard
Janowicz, and all those involved with selecting our next bishop.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS: A big thank you to Valentina Lautaire's sons Frank, Max, and Edouard;
and Carla, Veronica, and Josh Liesemeyer, for putting up the Christmas tree in the hall, and to Pani
Halia Chirovsky for decorating the church with poinsettias !

NEW STAR: The December issue of New Star is now available in English and Ukrainian on-line at
esnucc.orR/new-star. lf you do not have a computerto access it, please contact Nadya Dworian.

GOD'S HEALING LOVE RETREAT in Tucson January 2t-222 Do you seek healing of body, mind, or
spirit? Do you desire a deeper faith? Do you seek a greater trust in Jesus? Do you want a renewal
of power and gifts that comes with a fresh touch of the Holy Spirit? Tucson-based Vine of Grace
Retreat Ministry will hold a two-day retreat on Saturday and Sunday, January 2L-22, atthe
Tucson Convention Center. Fr. Greg Bramlage of the Missionaries forthe New Evangelization will
lead the retreat, and Tucson Bishop Gerald Kicanas will celebrate the closing Mass. For more
information, visit http://www.vineofsrace.ors or call52O.742.6687. The $45 fee for both days
includes meals, and registering in advance is highly encouraged due to limited seating.

RETREAT FOR HEALING FROM ABORTION February 24-26: Rachel's Vineyard of Southern Arizona
is offering a retreat for healing for those suffering from an abortion decision, on February 24-26,
2Ot7. For more information, please contact Gail at rachelsvinevardtucson@cox.net.



TWO ARIZONA TAX CREDITS FOR 2016: Arizona residents who owe 2015 Arizona income tax
may receive dollar-for-dollar state tax credits in two ways. Note that these are not deductions,
but are direct credits off your Arizona taxes owed.

1) Catholic Tuition Support Organization (CTSO): You may receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit by
contributing to the CTSO, which helps low-income students receive a Catholic education. Single
persons may contribute up to 51,087 and couples up to $2,173. Consider supporting lmmaculate
Heart High School, where parishioner David Maciborski teaches theology. For more information,
visit www.ctso-tucson.org, call (520) 838-2558, or see the CTSO brochure in the church.

2) Qualifying Charitable Organizations: Donations to pre-approved organizations that assist
poor persons and children with disabilities may also be dollar-for-dollar tax credits of up to $400
for singles and 5800 for couples. Details and a list of approved organizations may be found at
https://www.azdor.gov/taxcredits/qualifyingcharitableorganizations.aspx. Consider supporting
ReachOut Women's Center, which provides free counseling, ultrasounds, and material assistance
to pregnant women. Call 321-4300 or mail a check to 2648 N. CampbellAvenue, Tucson g'7t9.

Report from Sisterhood Meeting on December 4

By Pani Nadyo Dworian, Secretary

The healthy balance in the Sisterhood bank accounts is largely due to the weekly luncheons
provided by parishioners, and also the Chirovsky, Gojnycz and Dillon families who provided their
homes and hard work and held yard sales last month, [Thank youl] As a result, the Sisterhood
unanimously approved the donation of 55,000 toward the air conditioning project which needs
almost 518,000 by the end of February. Carla Liesemeyer and her children assembled 50 gift bags
for St. Nicholas to pass out to children on Sunday; the excess will go to Casa de Los Ninos. The
Christmas tree in the hall is up and decorated, thanks to the Lautaire and Liesemeyer families.
lryna Petryna will provide lunch on Christmas Sunday, The church Christmas tree will be put up
just before Christmas. Pani Halia Chirovsky and Sonya Capar will decorate the church with flowers.
Carolers will visit three care facilities to entertain Pani Stephania Szubak, Pani Maria Mandziy, and
Mr. Michael Gabriel after December 25th, either on a Sunday or weekday afternoon.

Behold, the time of solvotion is drawing neor. O cover prepore yourself, for the Virgin is

coming to give birth. O Bethlehem, O land of Judah, odorn yourself ond be hoppy since the
Lord will shine forth from you. O mountoins ond hills ond lands around Judah, heorken, for
Christ is coming that He may save His creation because He is the Lover of mankind.

Let us observe o last occeptoble ond pleosing to the Lord, True fosting is to put away all
evil, to control the tongue, to lorbear from onger. lf we renounce these things, then is our
fasting true and acceptable to God,



St. Michael's Advent Giving to the Poor

As we prepare ourselves spiritually for the coming of Our Lord in the flesh, the Church urges us to
give generously and sacrificially to the poor in our midst. Our Lord Himself was born in poverty.
When we serve our poor neighbors, we are serving Himl

Large numbers of people in our church's neighborhood suffer hunger due to poverty. Often
these are families whose parents work two or more minimum-wage jobs but still cannot make
ends meet. Children are especially impacted: without sufficient food, they are unable to
concentrateinschoolandthusfallfartherandfartherbehind. Manyhungryhighschoolstudents
simply give up and drop out, and therefore end up trapped in minimum-wage jobs themselves.

We must help. This Advent St. Michael's is collecting both food and winter coats for the poor
(see the separate announcement re: coats). Please bring fresh-dated, nu[ritious, non-perishable
foods to the big box at the east door of the Hall. The St. Vincent de Paul Society at Sacred Heart
Church (on Ft. Lowell, near our church), will give this food to needy families in our area.

Catherine deHueck Doherty, foundress of the Madonna House apostolate in Ontario, writes:

This is no time for Christians to be buying expensive homes or worrying obout our
"imoges." lt is simply o time to become poor -- to give to others of our surplus, yes, but
also of our.necessity. Can we not live normally ond curb our unruly desires for a thousand
unnecessary gadgets and status symbols? This is the time for becoming Christians in the
fullness of that simple phrose, "followers of Christ." Christ's life stands as our example.

Pope St. Leo the Great (5th century) exhofted allChristians to help the poor sacrificially (this
quote is from the excellent book fhe Binding of the Strong Man,by Anne Field, O.S.B.):

We must be ungrudgingly generous toward our under-privileged or hondicopped brothers
and sisters. lt is only right thot we should help others out of the store God has given us, so
thot we may oll thank Him together ond rejoice in what we share....

By denying ourselves we sholl be able to bring help to the needy ond so cause mdny voices
to praise God in thanksgiving. The poor are God's special friends, and if He linds us caring
for them He will see His own love reflected in us, lndeed, it is only because He lives qnd
loves in us thot we con do ony good at oll,

We need never fear to be left with nothing for ourselves if we go on giving, because what we
give to the poor we give to Christ, ond He who was able to multiply the looves ond fishes as
His disciples distributed them is able to multiply not only the material goods we give away
but olso the time, the strength, ond the patience we spend in serving Him in His friends.

Our truest possessions are the things we give to the poor, becouse they are stored up for
us for all eternity in Heaven.



Glory to fesus Christ! Glory Forever! December LL,2OL6

St. Michael Ukrainian Catholic Church
Vxpaincrxa KarolrrlbKa lleprna cs. Mnxaira

Sunday of the Holy Forefathers - Hn4r.nr llrRorqrn

Right Rev. Andriy Chirovsky, S.Th.D., Pastor

715 W. Vanover Road (at l5thAvenue)
Tucson, Arizona 85705

(Between lnterstote 1.0 ond Oracle Road,

and Mirocle Mile ond Grant Rood)

Church phone: (5201 298-4967

Pastor's cell phone: (480) 217-3505

www.StMichae lTucson.org
www.facebook.com/stm ichaeltucson

Eastern Christian Bulletin Service -- PO Box 3909 -- Fairfax, VA 22038-3909 www.ecbulletin.com Ph:703-691-8852 Fax:703-691-0513

Inwited to the Banquet

It is written in the Gospel: The Mas-
ter sent out his servants to call them who
wish to come, inviting them: "My banquet
is ready." But those who were called be-
gan to excuse themselves, one saying: "I
bought some yoke of oxen." Another: "I
have married" (Luke 14:16ff). You see,

he was ready who called, but the invited
refused. They themselves were alone re-
sponsible in the way they answered.

Thus, so great is the dignity of Chris-
tians. Consider, the Lord has prepared for
them the Kingdom and has called them to
enter, but they have refused. Concerning
the gift that Christians will receive by way

of their inheritance, one could rightly say

that if anyone, from the time of Adam's
creation to the end of the world, should
battle against Satan and put up with af-
flictions, it would be nothing in compari-
son to the glorywhich he is to obtain. For
he will reign forever together with Christ.
Glory to Him who so loved such a person
that He gave himself and His grace and
entrusted himself to Him. Glory to His
greatness!

Pseudo-Macarius

For more information on Eastern spirituality, visit
www.ecpubs.com



St. Michael Ukrainian Greco-Catholic Church, Tucson, AZ
2016-17 Schedule of Services for the Christmas Cvcle

F riday, December 23, Pre-Feast of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
5:00 PM Royal Hours (a service of prophetic Scriptural readings)

Saturdayo December 2412016 Christmas Eve (Day of Abstinence)
12:00 PM noon Vespers of the Nativity of our Lord

Sunday, December 25, Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great

Monday, December2612016, Synaxis of the Mother of God
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Tuesday, December 27 12016 Feast of St. Stephen Protomartyr
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January lr20t7 Circumcision of the Lord; St. Basil the Great
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Thursday, January 512017 Eve ofTheophany
1:00 PM Royal Hours of Theophany(service of prophetic Scripture readings)
5:00 PM Vespers and Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 1st Great Blessing of Water

Friday, January 612017 Theophany of Our Lord
10:00 AM Great Compline of the Theophany (excerpts)
followed by Divine Liturgy, Great Blessing of Water

Saturday, January 7,2017 Synaxis of St. John the Baptist;
Julian Calendar Christmas
10:00 AM Great Compline of the Nativity of our Lord (excerpts)
followed by Divine Liturgy for the Nativity of the Lord

Sunday, January 812016 Sunday after Theophany
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January l5r2016
8:00 AM Divine Liturgy - Fr. R. Rankin (Fr. Andriy in Ottawa)

Sunday, January 22, 2016
10:00 AM Divine Liturgy



Vxpoincoxa Fpexo-KqmonuqbKo ll,epxea ce. Muxainq -- Tycou, Apiaono

llopndox EoeocnyrrceHb no Piedenuuil Ll,uxno 2076-77 p.E.

fl'nrHuqs 23-ro rpyAHr 2016 llpe4upasAeHcr6o Pis4na
5:00 uouon. I{apcrri 9acr.r

Cy6ora 24-ro rpyAHq 2016 Haneviprn Pi:4na (flicr)
12:00 nonyAHr Beuipnr

He4i.rrn 25-ro rpyAHfl 2016 PigAno no n.rori locuoga Haruoro Icyca Xpucra
10:00 Eoxecrsenna Jlirypris cs. Bacunlf, Beluroro

IloneAi.rrorc 26-ro rpyAHq 2016 Co6op ilpecn. Boropo4uqi
10:00 paHo Boxecrsenna Jliryprix

Binroporc 27-ro rpyAHq 2016 cn. ilepeoMyqeHrlca Cre$ana,
10:00 paHo BoNecrseHna Jlirypria

He4i.nn 1-ro ciqus2016 O6pisaHHq locuoAa Haruoro Icyca Xpucral Cn.
Bacr.niq Belnnoro, He4i.nn no Pis4ni
10:00 paHKy BoNecreenna Jliryprix ca. Bacutris Beluxoro

rlernep 5-no ci.rHs2016 Hanevips EorossreHHq (Ilicr)
1:00 uouon. I{apcrri Vacvr BorosnneHHq focnoAHboro
5:00 nonon. EoxecrBeHHa Jliryprir, Beruare Bo4ocnmra

fl'nuruqq 6-ro ci.rHq 2016 BoroqnreHHq locnoAue
10:00 paHKy Berzrce lloneuipr (ypuerz) fi BoN. Jliryprix, Ben. BoAocB-f,rrt

Cy6ora 7-ro ci.rHs2016 Co6op cs. IsaHa Xpecrure;ra
Pisdeo no nflomi focnoda Huwbzo Icyca Xpucma (sa runinrucbKr,rM xanendupen)
10:00 paHKy Belurce llonevip's fi EoNecrBeHHa Jliryprir Pi:4na |.H.I.X.

He4i"rrn, 8-ro ciqus2016 He4i.nn uo Boroquenni
10:00 paHKy BoxecrsenHa Jliryprix

He4i.nn, 15-ro ci.urq 2016
8:00 panrcy Boxecreenna Jliryprir -- o. P. Penxin (o. Anapifi n Orrani)

He4i.nr, 22-ro ci.rHq 2016
10:00 paHKy Eoxecrseuna Iiryprir



MernopoLrrAN AncHepnRcHy or PHIUDELpHIA
Ukrainian Catholic

827 North Franklin Street
Phi ladel ph ia, Pen nsylva nia t9t23-2o97

Phone l2t5l 627 -0143 Fax (2151 627 -0377

ukrmet@ u krcap.org

No. 645/2015 O

This Numher Should be Prefixed to Your Reply Office of the Metropolitan

PASTORAL MESSAGE OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC HIERARCHY OF THE U.S.A.
TO OUR CLERGY, HTEROMONKS AND BROTHERS, RELtGtOUS S|STERS,

SEMINARIANS AND BELOVED FAITHFUL

CHRIST IS BORN!

Once again we focus our attention and recall with affection and devotion the marvelous
miracle in which 66the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us" (Jn. 1:14). The God-Man Jesus,
sent by our merciful Father with love to all of humanity, came to save us from sin and from
ourselves. Jesus came to empower us to live life to the full. It is little wonder, then, that the Story of
Christmas is so appealing to young and old and to rich and poor alike.

Well before December 25th, we become preoccupied with Christmas preparations. Beyond
all this, one searches for the true Spirit of Christmas in order to lift our individual and collective
spirits to reflect again on the celestial chorus: "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace to all
who enjoy His favor" (Lk 2:14). We can catch a glimpse of the Spirit of Christmas as we savor the
fellowship enjoyed by our families whose members gather from far and wide to be together for our
Christmas Eve Holy Supper. And yet, such fellowship is but a shadow of that divine fellowship
enjoyed by all mankind as a result of the Birth of the Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity. '(To
all who did accept Him He gave power to become Children of God" (Jn. 1:12) indicates a radical
change which this divine fellowship entails: God became human so that human beings might
become like unto God.

Therefore, the celebration of Christmas ought to raise certain questions for each one of us.
How is my personal life affected? How does the Christmas Event relate to our society with all its
challenges? If we travel mentally around the world, what do we see? Violence of all sorts, physical
and sexual abuse, violation ofthe rights ofthe unborn and defenseless, unconcern for the poor and
migrant, abandonment of children and the elderly, the unjust aggressions suffered by Ukraine, the
horrific massacres in the Middle East and Africa, are a fraction of our society's illness which should
cause us to wonder if the story of Christmas will ever succeed in getting across to all people its
principal m€ssage. That message is simply that the salvation of each of us must be through love and
in love. This fantastic message of Christmas is, for very many, the greatest secret still yet to be
fathomed: God's love for all has been revealed in the Word made flesh!

This greatest secret revealed in humanity of God's only-begotten Son is tike the sun
radiating sunshine to one and all. Likewise, all of us who are receptive of God's "greatest secret"
personified in our Lord Jesus Christ, must show some sort of transformation. That is precisely
what is signified in the Christmas Story told over and over again in every language and to all
people.



Our Lord Jesus Christ was born in the shadows of an incredulous world. Of all peoples, the
Christmas miracle was first announced to shepherdso so-called insignificant people of Bethlehem.
Considered to be on the lowest rung of societ5r's rating, those shepherds chosen by God, must have
had their self-esteem and self-worth lifted to high heaven when they heard the Good News
proclaimed: "Behold I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by all people. Today in the
town of David a Savior has been born to you: He is Christ the Lord" (Lk.2:10-11).

Convinced of the great love which Christmas reveals, we receive polryer to become children
of God. Realizing that power from God-made-Man, we can then proclaim by word and example, at
home and in society, that which underlines all the fellowship, carol-singing, gift-giving, and merry-
making: "Yes, God loved the world so much that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who
believes in Him may not be lost but may have eternal life" (Jn. 3:16). That is why we joyfulty and
devoutly exclaim,66Christ is born. Glorify Him!"

A blessed and joyous Christmas to all of you.May the mystery of Jesus'Birth bring you the
grace to renew yourself and live a God-centered Christian life all through the New Year!

Christ is Born!

+Stefan Soroka
Archbishop of Philadelphia for Ukrainians

Metropolitan of Ukrainian Catholics in the United States

+Paul Chomnycky, OSBM
Eparch of Stamford

+ Bohdan Danylo
Eparch of St. Josaphat in Parma

+John Bura (author)
Auxiliary Bishop of Philadelphia

Very Rev. Richard Janowicz, Apostolic Administrator
St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy in Chicago.

Christmas 2015
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nAcTl4 PCbKE n OCIAH Hfl €n ilCKOn I B yKPAIHCbKOT KATOI h qbKOT qEpKBH

B CNOTYI{EHhX 1IITATAX AMEP'IKh
BCEqECH h M OTqfl M, nPEnOAOEH h M qEHqf M I r{EpH14qfl M,

cEMTHAPhCTAM TA AOPOThM BtPHt4M

xPucToc PilKAAeTbcfl!

I aHoay Mh 3ocepeAx(y€Mo cBoro yBary ieaepraernocn 3 nro6og'p ra no6oxxicrn 4o
3axonrppqoro '.ryAa, B f,KoMy <<Caoso cra,no riaoru i ocearnocs wrix HaMhD lfilo. L,14). Eoro-
qoaoeix lcyc, nocaaxnfi Haur4M MHrocepAHhM Eorom e ao6oei 4o Bcboro rp4crBa,
nprfiuloe cnacrr nac ei4 rpixia i ai4 xac caMlrx. lcyc nprafiuroa, 14o6 AarH HaM r$oxnheicru
,xuru )Khrrf, y ecifi fioro noexori. Torvry He AHBHo, t4o icropin Pia4ea € oAHaKoBo
npraa6nneop Anr Mono4rx i crapux, 6ararux i 6i4xux.

Carue nepeA Pia4eorvr Hac oxon/rtotorb xafi6inuue Pia4enxi nphroryBaxxn. Ane i y erapi

xronotiB, Mr luyKa€Mo cnpaBlKHboro Ayxa Pia4aa, qo6 ni4xecrr caiil oco6nctuil ta
cycniluxrfi Ayx Ao po3AyMyBaHHf, HaA aHrerbcbKr,rM BocKrr4xoru: <<CnaBa Ha Bucorax Eory fi
xa seMni MHp nroAem fioro ano4o6axrn> (/lx. 2, t4l, Mra ei4vyea€Mo 4yx Pis4ea, Ronn Myl
riurrruocn roBaprcrBotu rauroi poAu*u, Rxa g'ixanacs s6nhsuxa fi s4anexa ta Cenry Ber{epp
y nepeAAexu Pie4ea. I Bce x, raxa 6arsuxicru e rhue rinup roro 6oxecrBeHHoro MoMeHTy
€AHaHHf,, f,Kt4M sriuaaocn Bce ,rpAcrBo, Ronvr Hapo4hracn flpyra oco6a llpecanroi Tpifiqi.
<Korpi x nprfirnnuiloro -rr,rM Aano npaBo 4irumr Soxnnnr crarrD lho.L,12) axaaye xa
nprHqhnoey sruiny, f,Ky nphHecna qF ruicrnqna i saxonalooua no4in: Eor cras goroaixonn,
qo6 no4ra Moilx ynogi6xrarrcn 4o Eora.

Toruy, cBRTKyBaHHn Pie4aa craBr4Tb nepe4 KoxHr4M 3 Hac neeHi 3anHTaHHf,. fx Pia4ao
BnnuBa€ Ha Mo€ oco6rcre xrrrn? fxe ai4xoueHHf, no4in Pis4aa Ma€ Tenep Ao Hauoro
cycniaucraa a ycima fioro npo6aemamu? f xr4o 6n mu noAyMKx o6aeriau 4inufr csir, r4o wrr,r

no6aqrruo raru? Vcinnxi Hac;, nn*, Qiaravxi i crareai, nopyu.rerixf, npaB HeHapoAxenux i
6ea6opoxxl,tx, HexryBaxrn 6i4xr,rrura i mirpaHTaMh, ei4moea ei4 4irefi i aane46axHR crapuhx,
HecnpaBeAnhBa arpecin ei4 nxoT crpax4ae Vxpaixa, xaxnuei rilacoei e6hecrea xa Eauauxo|ry
Cxo4i ra a ASprqi- qe rinuxr '{acrhHKr4 xeopi6 Hauoro cycniaucraa, nxi Mo)t{yrb 3apo4t4Tt4 B

xac cytuxie, qh npaB4uBa Ayx Pia4aa xonu-xe6y4u nprafi4e 4o ecix ao4efi. [e nocnaxxn e
Ayxe npocre - cnacixxn KoxHoro 3 Hac noBhHHo ai46yrracn qepe3 np6oe i a nrb6oei. [e
qyAoBe nocraHHf, Pia4ea e AnA 6araruox xail6iauu.rop ra€MHr4qep, f,Ky qe cni4 a6arxyrr:
flto6oe Eoxa 4o ecix ai4xpunacn e Cnoei, f,Ke craro riaorvr!



[n xafi6iabua ra€MHr4r.lf, f,BneHa n]oAcrBy y Bonnoqenxi Eoxoro €4rxopo4xoro Cnra
no4i6xa coHr-lp, nxe ocaivye ceoiM ceirnoM o4Horo i ecix. flo4i6xo i aci mu, xro cnpnfiruae
Soxy <xafi6inuury ra€MHr4r4ro> yoco6neHy B HauoMy focno4i lcyci Xpracri, nnaenno npofiru
neBHe neperBopeHHf,. Baacne qe i e re, npo u{o roBophrbce y Pia4anxii icropiT i r4o
noBTopro€Tbcf, 3HoBy iaroay Ha ecix MoBax i ecirul HapoAaM.

Haur focno4u lcyc Xprcroc HapoAxBcF e riHRx ra xeei4oruocri ne4oaipauaoro cairy. 3

nomix ycix ao4efi, .ty4o Pie4aa 6yno nafinepue nporonoueHo nacryutKaM, TaK 3BaHhM

ManeHbKhM /rtognM a BraQnraervry. Heaeaxapqh Ha re, rqo BoHh 6ynu na xafinrxqorvry r4a6ni
cycninuroi gpa6nnn, 4ocroixcrao ra ri4ricrb r-p4x Soroan6paHhx nacryuxia ni4xecnucA
TaKolK 4o xe6ec, Konh BoHH noqynh npororouexrn ,{o6poT HoehHta: <He 6ifitece, 6o a
seiuqao BaM BenhKy pa4icru, r4o 6y4e pagicrrc Bcboro Hapo4y. Cuoro4ni HapoAhBcf, BaM y
rvricri fla era4oairvr Cnacuren u, ei x xe Xpucroc focno4u> (At<. 2, 10-11).

llepexoxaxi e eeauxifi no6oai, nxy Pia4eo po3KphBa€ HaM, Mr4 orpr,rMy€Mo cuny crarn

4irumr Eoxrmr. Vcai4omatoovr,r Lllo chny Eoro-9oaoaixa, Mh MoxeMo npororoo4Tr4
c/roBoM i npnxaa4oM, BAoMa i e rpoma4i, Te, npo rqo Haroroutytorb yci 6parepcrea,
KornAyBaHnn, o64apyBaHHfl i cenrxyearxn: <<5or 6o rax nonlo6he ceir, r4o Chxa caoro
€4raxopo4Horo AaB, 14o6 xoxeH, xro eipye e Hboro, He 3an4HyB, a xhB H{r,rrrflM eivxurvr> (fio.
3, 16). Ocu volty rur pa4icro i dnaroroeifixo ronochMo: <<Xpucroc HapoAt4Bcn! CnaeiMo
fioro!>

EaarocnoeeHHoro i pa4icxoro ecirvl Pia4aa. Hexail raiHcrgo lcycoeoro HapoAlKeHHf,
npl,rHece BaM nacKy ai4roaaenrn i Eoroyro4Horo xplrcrhnHcbKoro )Khrrr Bnpo4oB)t{ ycboro
Hoeoro poxy!

xPncToc PArKAAeTbcn!
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