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WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN!   Thank you for joining us as we worship  of our Risen Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ! We are happy you are here! As a kindness to one another, please place your cell phones on mute for the time we

are together in worship. If you are a visitor, let us know you are here! 

IN OUR PRAYERS: Please use a prayer request card if you have a specific prayer request this morning. It is our joy and

our privilege to share in these petitions to Almighty God. If you have them ready before the service, hand them to Pastor

when you have them completed, otherwise give them to the ushers at the time the offering is collected. 

THE MEANING OF THE TWO PICTURES IN THE BULLETIN: The two pictures at the top of the bulletin are the church's

logo and the LCMC logo. The church's logo is the descent of the Holy Spirit into 'Our Savior' at the time of His Baptism.

We Serve Today:

Reader:  Pastor Steve                                                        Offering: Ron Tessmer, Jeff Cisco

Communion: Fran Thibideau, Dottie Smith                           Greeter: Jeff Cisco

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SERVICE OF THE WORD – First Sunday in Christmas

GATHERING AND MEDITATION TIME: Pre-Service Music, Welcome, and Announcements 

CONFESSIONAL PRAYER - congregational responses in BOLD

Pastor: Lord, we approach your altar with  with love for You and our concern for

the price you paid for us on the cross. We realize the difficulties that we face,

and  we  confess  the  poor  job  we  have  done  with  our  response  to  your
sacrifice. For that, dear Lord, we make our confession to you this day.

1 John 1:8-9

Most merciful God, we confess that we are in bondage to sin and
cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and

deed, by the things we have done and by what we have left undone. We

have  not  loved  you  with  our  whole  heart;  we  have  not  loved  our
neighbors  as ourselves.  For  the  sake of  your  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  have

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in

your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen 

ABSOLUTION 

Pastor:   As a result of the love of God, the work of Jesus on His cross, and by the

power of the Holy Spirit, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, and by

the authority of Jesus Christ, forgive you all your sins in the name of the, Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. In the name of Jesus we pray. Alleluia and  Amen. 

ENTRANCE HYMN: 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY (Unison): 

Our Heavenly Father, as we worship the birth of your son today,

Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  help  us  to  remember  that  your  love  for  us  is
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unbounded. Not only do we love you, but we can be assured that your

love and forgiveness for us is unconditional in all ways. Alleluia. 

May the  God of  our  Lord Jesus  Christ  enlighten the eyes  of  our

hearts,  so  that  we  may  know the  hope  to  which  God  has  called  us.
Alleluia and Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Exodus 13:1-3a, 11-15 (ESV) 

Consecration of the Firstborn

13 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Consecrate to me all the firstborn. Whatever is the first 

to open the womb among the people of Israel, both of man and of beast, is mine.”

The Feast of Unleavened Bread

3 Then Moses said to the people, “Remember this day in which you came out 

from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out 

from this place.

11 “When the LORD brings you into the land of the Canaanites, as he swore to 

you and your fathers, and shall give it to you, 12 you shall set apart to the LORD all that 

first opens the womb. All the firstborn of your animals that are males shall be 

the LORD's. 13 Every firstborn of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if you will 

not redeem it you shall break its neck. Every firstborn of man among your sons you 

shall redeem. 

14 And when in time to come your son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ 

you shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from 

the house of slavery. 15 For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, 

the LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man 

and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I sacrifice to the LORD all the males that 

first open the womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’

PSALM: Psalm  111 (ESV) (Recited whole verse by whole verse – Congregation in Bold) 

Great Are the LORD's Works

111  Praise the LORD!

I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart,

    in the company of the upright, in the congregation.

2 Great are the works of the LORD,

    studied by all who delight in them.

3 Full of splendor and majesty is his work,

    and his righteousness endures forever.
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4 He has caused his wondrous works to be remembered;

    the LORD is gracious and merciful.

5 He provides food for those who fear him;

    he remembers his covenant forever.

6 He has shown his people the power of his works,

    in giving them the inheritance of the nations.

7 The works of his hands are faithful and just;

    all his precepts are trustworthy;

8 they are established forever and ever,

    to be performed with faithfulness and uprightness.

9 He sent redemption to his people;

    he has commanded his covenant forever.

    Holy and awesome is his name!

10 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;

    all those who practice it have a good understanding.

    His praise endures forever!
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it 

was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be; world without end. 
Amen 

EPISTLE LESSON: Collisions 3:12-17   (ESV)

Celebrations of Carols and the Gospel Word

Carol: 90 O Come, All Ye Faithful, vs 1,2,5,

(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)

And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, 

out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 

(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, 

being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished 

that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 

swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.

Carol: 93 Hark the Herald Angels Sing

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

Carol: 103 O Come, Little Children
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And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the 

shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which 

is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a 

manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them

concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told 

them by the shepherds.

Carol: 83 Once in Royal David's City

But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. And the 

shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had 

heard and seen, as it was told unto them.

Carol: 102 He is Born

And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, 

his name was called JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was 
conceived in the womb. And when the days of her purification according to the 

law of Moses were accomplished, they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him 

to the Lord;

Song of the Lutheran Liturgy - Nunc Dimitis – With Doxology

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and 

the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the 
Holy Ghost was upon him.And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that 

he should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ.

And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,Then took he him up in 

his arms, and blessed God, and said,

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the

face of all people; 

A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in 

the beginning is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of 
him.

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child

is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be 
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spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the 

thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the 
tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years 

from her virginity; And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which 

departed not from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and
day.

And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and 

spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, 

they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.And the child grew, and 

waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God was upon him.

Carol: 113 O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful

Carol: 92 Joy to the World

OUR CONFESSION OF FAITH:  The Apostles Creed (C) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

I  believe  in  Jesus  Christ,  God’s  only  Son,  our  Lord,  who  was

conceived  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  born  of  the  virgin  Mary,  suffered  under
Pontius Pilate, was  crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into

hell.  On the third day He rose  again.  He ascended into heaven, he is

seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the
living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting.   Amen.

Rite of Friendship:

P. The Peace of the Lord Be With You Always.

C. And Also With You.   

P. We now have the opportunity to share back with the Lord a little of the

bounty 

He has shared with us.

OFFERTORY HYMN: Psalm 51:10-12
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THE OFFERING: Offertory – O Holy Night – Pr. Steve

         As the offering is brought forward, we will sing the Doxology. 

The Doxology was composed in England for Protestant Churches in 1674.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

P: Merciful Father,

C: we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us-our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ

our Lord. Amen

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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P:  The Lord be with you. 2nd Timothy 4:22

C:  And also with you.

P:  Lift up your hearts. Colossians 3:1

C:  We lift them to the Lord.

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. Psalm 136

C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise

P: It is indeed good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord,We give you thanks and praise for your Son,our Savior 
Jesus Christ,

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, was born of the Virgin Mary by 

the power of your Spirit,and lived as one of us.
     In this mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused his light to shine in 

our hearts, to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the 
God we cannot see.

     Therefore with angels and arch angel and all the hosts of Heaven, we lift our 

voices to proclaim the glory of your name and sing our joyful hymn of praise:

SANCTUS:

1 Holy, Holy, Holy vs 1,  Revelation 4:8

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God, Almighty
Early in the morning, our song shall rise to Thee
Holy, Holy, Holy, merciful and mighty
God in three persons, blessed Trinity    

PRAYERS OF PRAISE: Let us Pray: (Prayer Response) Lord in your Mercy: Hear our 

prayer. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be Thy name.

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done,on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and forever. Amen

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE:

WORDS OF INSTITUTION:Matt. 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1st Corinthians 11:23-25

 On the night he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus Christ, took bread, and after 

giving thanks, He broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said; “Take and eat; 
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this is My body, given for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in remembrance 

of Me.”

In the same manner, after supper He took the cup, and when He had given 

thanks, He gave it to the them saying, “Drink ye all of it; this cup is the new 
testament in My blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this in 

remembrance of of Me.”

As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord's 
death until he comes.  1st Corinthians 11:26

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:

Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again.

THE DISTRIBUTION, THE COMMUNION BLESSING

SENDING HYMN: 98 Angels from the Realms of Glory vs 1,2,3

THE AARONIC BENEDICTION:

THE DISMISSAL 

P. Go in peace! Serve the Lord!  

C. Thanks be to God 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Readings

OT:
Psalm
Epistle:
Gospel:

Entrance: 
Sermon:
Offertory:

Doxology
Lord's Prayer:
Sending Hymn:
Peace

8 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their

flock by night.

9 And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round 

about them: and they were sore afraid.
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10 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.

11 For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

12 And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

lying in a manger.

13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 

saying,

14 Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.

15 And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to 

pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.

16 And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.

17 And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them 

concerning this child.

18 And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the 

shepherds.
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23 (As it is written in the law of the LORD, Every male that openeth the womb shall be called 

holy to the Lord;)

24 And to offer a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

25 And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon; and the same man 

was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him.

26 And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he 

had seen the Lord's Christ.

27 And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child 

Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law,

28 Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said,

29 Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word:

30 For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,

31 Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

32 A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

33 And Joseph and his mother marvelled at those things which were spoken of him.

34 And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the 

fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;
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35 (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts 

may be revealed.

36 And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser: she 

was of a great age, and had lived with an husband seven years from her virginity;

37 And she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which departed not from the 

temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day.

38 And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all 

them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

39 And when they had performed all things according to the law of the Lord, they returned 

into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

40 And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of God 

was upon him.


