The main point of the parable; entrance into the Kingdom of God comes by grace. The workers are overpaid for that which they do not do. The problems for us is that this is hardly a surprise anymore, we practically expect it, we all think we are entitled. 
  You are not scandalized by what would shock your grandmother. Do not think you are more sophisticated than your grandmother than you can watch shows and media full of vulgarities and immorality and are not bothered by them. Even a 13 yr. old who says I can now watch PG13 movies, or the 18 with R; am old enough to handle the evil is immature, vain. The average age of a child with a smartphone is 10, average, so many get them at 7 or 8 and I am amazed how many parents hand them a phone. So often its’ like saying here, I spend hundreds on this so you, develop an addiction to porn and spend your waking hours not interacting with anyone. Of course, children with phones is not all wrong or bad. But it is us who are not scandalized by sin. You are not bothered by the vulgarity of what you watch. Our grandmothers would be shock of what we’ve grown accustom to, desensitized to evil the world calls good. It’s a very effective tool of satan. You accept evil more than you realize and grow numb to sin. 
  The same sort of numbness also applies to the Gospel. We think that we are entitled to grace. That many sins shouldn’t matter, aren’t dangerous. I deserve good things from God because I try to be good and I’m not that bad, that should earn me something?
  Parents often hear that childish phrase, “that’s not fair.” Of course we respond, “life’s not fair.” Yet even us adults have much to learn, although we may not say it, we think it often. We are jealous and petty and grumble because we want life to be fair. We have an incessant desire to covet what others have, think someone else has an easier life; inheritance, wealth, health they don’t deserve, consider others ‘lucky’ for what they are and have. Not fair. Your hard work doesn’t get noticed or rewarded at home or work. Not fair. You can even destroy your own happiness by counting the blessings of others instead of our own. We think we’ve earned or are entitled to more in life. Your mother is right, Life’s not fair.
    What foolish ways we make. For we’ve dared to complain against the generosity and grace of God as not fair, not good enough, not full enough, not generous enough. How often we aren’t satisfied with the gifts we’ve been given. We’ve dared to challenge the purity of God’s motives. He spoils us with blessings and we complain as though we deserved more. Repent.  
   Jesus tells you a parable of workers who come at different times, but they all get the same reward. Lord, that’s not fair. Yeah, you’re right, the Kingdom of God is not fair, it’s ruled by grace.   Entrance into the kingdom, by grace alone. The parable is also warning. God is not like you. God doesn’t think the way you think.  His ways and works are not your ways. You have no right to make demands or even complain. All things are gifts from God and His providence. We have no right to any of them. 
  But His love is His to do as He pleases & He desires to have you, care for you. He welcomes you into His kingdom, not for free, but by the bloody, tortuous death of His Son, that is the Gospel, He rewards those who do not deserve it. He keeps loving those who abuse Him, He keeps giving gifts to those who steal from Him. He is generous, good despite you. And if that doesn’t send a tingle down your spine, then shame on you.
   Those who worked all day got what they deserved, what was fair, the wages due them and at the end of the day, that’s a bad thing. Even if they bore the heat of the day, worked so hard, they were sent away. Take what is yours and go. With what they earned and deserved. And that’s a terrible thing. If life was fair, we’d all get what we deserve. For the only thing, even amid the good people do, all the hard, honest work, the only thing we earn and deserve is payment for our sins, to be damned. But thanks be to God, life’s not fair.
   The other workers came on the basis of a promise. The master said come and whatever is right I will give you. They simply trust, knowing the master will take care of them, they come on faith. They trust. But there is more to it than that. Not only are they paid what they don’t deserve, what they didn’t earn, but at the end of the day, they stay with the master. They are not sent away, remain with Him, the ongoing mercy and love of the owner. That’s the defining character of the Kingdom of God, of His love. 
   Thanks be to God it’s not fair. It’s grace.  The Kingdom of Heaven is like a landowner who makes lazy, jealous people into children, who gives away the vineyard to those who don’t deserve it, who provides a happy ending greater than anything Charles Dickens or Hallmark movie could imagine. He simply loves. He gives. He pays you the wages dues Christ -forgiveness, life and salvation. There’s nothing the God of Abraham will not give you. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]   You are no mere overpaid workers, but given the inheritance of the vineyard. May God in His mercy keep this ever new, that our hearts never grow cold or take this grace for granted. Be ever mindful for the cost of His love, even as He provides again from His bounty of His table. Let this be enough. O beloved child of God: be jealous of no man. You are a son and daughter of the highest, you have no need in Christ, He will answer it, the treasures of the Kingdom are yours today and no one can take that away. 
