Another Dominating Gold Cup
for Spirit of Qatar

by Mac Clouse

Justanotherdayin Detroit? Notquite! Saturday and Sunday were adisaster for three teamsinthe APBA Gold
Cupthisyear;itended their day. Mike Webster and Matrix Systemswentover Saturdayin 1C. For the firsttime
Websterhadto exithisride throughthe escape hatch. He was sore, but otherwise fine. His crafton the otherhand,

was not,as you canseeintop right photo.

They doubled the up and overs Sunday. Firsttohit
theairwas].W.Myersin Scottand Shannon Raney’s
Peters & May in 4A. ].W. was also sore, but in good
shape. Their boat was not quite as damaged as

Webster’s, but will take some time to repair. Photo f:'i o

bottomright. Numberthreetohead skyward was Kim
Gregory’s former Miss Budweiser, now operated by
sons Mattand Adam and therest of Gregory family as

the 88 Degree Men. Thankfully, driver ScottLiddycoat g A

was not seriously injured in 4B. The boat, seen at
bottomleft,came outofthe waterinmuchbettershape
thetheothertwoboatsdid. ~ Photosfrom Karl Pearson.
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According to Dave Villwock, before the start :
of each racing season, Bernie Little would
remind his Budweiser team that you can’t
win all the races if you don’t win the first.
Villwock and the U-1 Qatar did win the first
race of the 2012 season in Madison.
Obviously, to win all the races, you also
have to win the second race. Villwock and
the Qatar did just that with a dominating
victory in the Detroit APBA Gold Cup,
winning all four heats and the final without
much of a challenge. This was the fifth ===
consecutive Gold Cup win for Villwock and
the Ellstrom owned team. It was Villwock’s
10 Gold Cup win, one behind Chip Hanauer’s
record, and his 67" career win.

Testing
Twelveboats competed in Detroit. Withafull Sitting on the National Champion all smiles, Dave Villwock and wife
fieldand a good weather forecast, the Detroit Holly, Erick Ellstrom, and the Qatar team with the coveted APBA Gold Cup.
Race Committee was optimistic. Race Director Mark Weber said, “Forthe firsttime in 5 years, our ticket sales are
up. Wehave sold outall our parking areas.”

The course layout was the same as last year. Due to shallow water, the course was lengthened with the Belle
Isleturnagain close to the Belle Isle Bridge. “It’sabout2.75 or2.76 miles; we haven’tsurveyedit,” said Weber.

On Friday, the boats were allowed to test from 1:00 to 3:00, with Fast Lap Friday qualifying from 5:00-7:00.
Inthe morning, teams spent the time changing setups from Madison’s short course to the longer Detroit course.

Steve David, of Oh! Boy Oberto, finished second in Madison. “Wehad the wrong setup for the Madison final.
Weshould have had alower gear for the rougher water. Dave got the advantage at the start, and it was enough to
make the difference.”

Ted Porter, owner of Graham Trucking
announced inthe winter thathe was leaving the
sport. Whatmade him change hismind? “We
decided we could stay if we justrace one boat.
I'wanted to keep at least one of them running.
Afterlastseason, [ had some sales deals forthe
boatsthatwentsoft. [ decided thatkeepingthe |
boats running would be the best way tomarket
them. Then I sold the U-57 to the Evans
brothers. And, RobGraham wantedto continue
as asponsor which also helped me decide to EEEEEE==SSE
stay. [t will be easier with justoneboat. The Jimmy Shane and last season’s U-7 Valken.com taking a spin on the
team is halfthe size oflast yearand willhave Detroit River Friday.
lots of equipment. Lastweek in Madison, driver Jimmy Shane had some timing issues, buthe will be good and will
be successful. It’s great to be here. Ilove the sport.”

While Porter’s “retirement’ was short, the Gregory family’s return to the sport was after a4 year absence. Matt
Gregory said, “It’sawesome. Everythingis great. We are getting back inthe groove. In Madison, we had nonotes
onsetups; we justdid ashotin the dark, butit worked. We were happy with our 3" place finish. We are working
on getting Scott [driver Scott Liddycoat] comfortable in the boat. We are so happy to be back with everyone; it’s
like coming home.” Matt’s mother Debbie was also happy to be back. “Iam proud ofthe boys [sons Mattand
Adam] for getting everything together. Scottisa great personality who fits in well with ourteam. Last week in
Madison, our performance exceeded all our expectations.”
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Liddycoatisagainadjustingtoanew boat.
Lastyear, he drove the former Budweiser T6;
now he was in the Budweiser T3. “The
cockpits are the same. We were tweaking
things in Madison. I think this boat is more .
forgiving thanthe T6. T had to ask the crew to :
loosenitup. The former Budweiser guys are _ ; :
really helping us. To get two heat wins and ' -~ o
third overall was great.” SEI——

One person who was missing was Fred =
Leland, who passed away inthe spring. Greg = = =
Hopp was there with the U-100. “I’m the * = _—— ——
owner’s rep, but our whole team is really
running things asacommittee. Fred setthings
up for us to continue to race. Aslong as the
boatbreaks even financially, we will continue.
We performed well in Madison, but we had
some fuel controlissues. This weekend, we
need to be consistentand survive theriver.”
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J.Michael Kelly was there with lastyear’s
= newhboat, butanew sponsor, Beacon Plumbing.
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“We made good progress last year, but we
hadalotofbad luckin Madison. Wehad fuel
issues thatkept us from running intwo heats.
2 Wewontheheatwhenwedidrun. We’lltestas
muchaswe canthisweekend.”

Dave Villwock had the fastestlap in testing
at 163.882. He wontwo ofhis three heats and
the final inMadison. “Inheat2, Steve[David] —
and [ were together. We chose not to battle \

with him. We didn’t want to risk tearing
anythingup and as long as we got 300 points,
we’d be okay. In the final, we changed the |
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propellerand the gearbox. [ knew Steve was
alittle early to the start. [ was able to startat
speed and that gave me the advantage.”

Jimmy Shane was experiencing the Detroit
River course for the first time. “Itis challenging to find your bearings. Itisacoursethatyouhavetolearn. There
isadogleginthe frontstretch; it seems like you have to start turning real early after you cross the start. Then when
you come out ofthe Belle Isle turn, you are heading straight for the Detroit Yacht Club and the beach to its right.
Soyouhaveto veerto the leftas you go down the backstretch. Then youhave to survive the Roostertail Turn! In
my firsttest session, there were four boats out there. It was a good way for me to get exposed to the race-type rough
water conditions. Ilearned, butl was also only doing laps ofabout 120 mph.” Shane spent much ofthe testing period
working on starts and timing runs.



Qualifying

The water for qualifying was good. A slight
breeze was blowing with the river. The first
boat out was Miss Beacon Plumbing (J.
Michael Kelly). Its 152.911 was later
disallowed dueto an N2 violation.

Great Scott! Presents Matrix Systems
(Mike Webster) did 149.551 and looked
good on the water.

Jarvis Fire-Water Repair Presents Formula
(Mark Evans) did 147.862 for the Evans
brothers.

Next out was Miss Al Deeby Chrysler
Presents CF'S Corporate Fleet Service Inc.
(JonZimmerman). A lotofoff-season work
showed asitdid 154.471.

Jarvis Fire-Water Repair Presents Fifth
Third Bank (Greg Hopp) dida 149.711, but
itwas later disallowed due toan N2 violation.

Miss Peters & May (J.W.Myers) then did
a 155.371.

Red Dot (Kip Brown) wasnext. A steering :I ==

cable problem caused it to spin out in the
Roostertail Turninits firstlap.

Nextwas Oh Boy! Oberto (Steve David).
David setthe high speed witha 161.789.

The last boat in the fast round was Qatar
(Dave Villwock). Villwock surpassed David’s
speed with a 162.904.

In the firstround, three boats did not run.
Degree Men (Scott Liddycoat) did not run

due to a skid fin problem. After one of its |

earliertestruns, the crew discovered a crack
mmaweld. Tobe cautious, the crew decided to

replace the entire skid fin bracket. The boat =

didnotruninthe qualifyingsession, butbecause
Liddycoat did a lap faster than 130 mph in
testing, the boat was considered qualified at
130 mph withno qualifying points.

Tubby s (Cal Phipps) had fuel problems.
The engine would startand idle, but there was
no response when Phipps pushed on the gas

pedal. Thecrew changedthe fuellines,changed

the fuel tank, and changed the fuel controls, but

nothingseemedtowork. “It’svery frustrating,” &=
said owner Dave Bartush. “We’veneverhad S==

theseproblems.”
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Graham Trucking (Jimmy Shane) passed
when it was its turn in round one.

Inround two, Kelly went outagain and got
Beacon in the field with a legal 152.497.
® Webster increased Matrix’s speed to
2 150.359. Grahamdidanimpressive 157.184.
=" Hoppdidalegal 149.409 with Fifth Third.

& Peters & May ran, but did not increase its
speed. Red Dot fixed the steering, and Brown
: did a 154.205.

: When Oberto’s turn came in round two,

| theteam passed. “Mike (Hanson)said to stick
with what we have. We’ll work on ourrace
setup, notaqualifying setup,” said David.

Eventhougha faster speed wasn’t necessary, Villwock did go out for his second attempt. He did one lap, the
fastestofthe day 163.669, and then came in.
“We went out because we wanted to test a
differentsetup,” Villwock said.

During the testing on Saturday morning,
Tubby’s finally gotonaplane and ran enough
laps to qualify. Degree’s repairs were done
anditwasready torace. Qatardidalap over
166mph.

Heat 1 Section

The heats on Saturday would have 3 sections §
and 4 laps. According to the new starting
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Cal Phipps and Tubbys und to Friday. They qualified in a Iaterrun.
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rules, each boat had to pass the finish line at
race speed during the milling period and being
pastthe exitbuoy in the Belle Isle turn before
the one-minute gunwould causea 1 lappenalty.

Heat 1 A wasat 1:00. The water was flat.
Oberto and Qatarwere going slowly through
the Belle Isle turn before the one minute gun.
Oberto gotlane 1, with Qatarin2, CFSin3,
and Peters & May in lane 4. Villwock was
across the line firstand led Oberto by abouta
= roostertail afterlap 1. Helengthened his lead
to win without a challenge. Oberto was second, CF'Swas third, and Peters & May was fourth.

In 1B, Beacon entered the Belle Isle turn
very early to crawlslowly tolane 1. Graham
wasin2 with Degreein3. Red Dot lost power
before the one-minute gun. By the time it
restarted, it trailed the field by a roostertail.
Shane was first to the turn and led Kelly by .« ==
one-halfaroostertail down the backstretch.
Kelly’sinsidelane and greatcorneringhelped =
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himto closetothreeboatlengthsattheend of &
lap 1. Shane used better chute speed to win;
Kelly closed in the corners, but Shane could
outrun himin the straights. Inlap 4, Degree
pulled even with Beacon in the back stretch, ,
buttheinsidepositionenabled Kellytoholdon W EENE
to second. Red Dot was a distant fourth.

Brown explained his bad start. “I got |
sucked into committingearly. Isaw Liddycoat
gotowards the BelleIsleturnand Ididn’twant §
tobeinlane4. WhenIwas going slow inthe
turn, water kept coming in and putting out the
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fire. When I hitthe gas hard to go pastthe one-minute buoy, the frontend submarined. By the time I restarted, I
was out of the race. Ijustdid the laps to get 4™.”

In 1C, Hopp was early in the turn to take lane 1, Webster was in 2, and Evans was in 3. Tubby’s couldn’t get
onaplane and did not start. Hopp was first to the turn, but the three boats were side-by-side-by-side down the
backstretch. As Matrixpassedthe DYC, ithitaroller and the right sponson went up and then came back down
withabig splash. The sponson wentup again and Matrix blew over. Coming down, the boat’s left sponson hit the
water first. It then flipped to its right sponson and settled upside down at the entrance to the Roostertail Turn.
Webster quickly opened the bottom hatch. He was checked outin the medical center in the pits and was released.
While Webster was okay, hisboat was heavily damaged. “I’'mabsolutely fine. It’sashame because we were running
verywell. Abigholeatthe DY Cstarteditall. Theboatisrepairable, butitwon’tbeaquick fix. The center section
isfine.” ~ Matrix System airshow photos from Ron Harsin



The re-run of 1C, seen atright, was atwo
boatrace. Hopp led for most ofthe heatuntil
Evanspulledeveninlap4. Fromthe outside,
Evanswas able to pass Hopp and outsprinted
himto theline inaphoto finish. Lateritwas
announced that Evans’ great speed was due to
aflagrant fuel violation, which gave himaDSQ
and gave firstto Hopp.

Heat 2 Section

The second heatsectionbeganat4:15;there |
wasalightbreeze blowing down theriver. In
2A, Obertowasinthe turn early totake lane 1. Degree tried to take it away after the one-minute buoy, but David
keptit. Graham was in lane 3 with CFS in
lane4. Degreewas firstacross the line and to
the turn, but Oberto pulled ahead in the
backstretch. Graham was third with CFSin
fourth. At the end of lap 4, Oberto and
Degree both got a white flag. David was
| penalized one lap for crossing the one-minute
buoy too early. Liddycoat got a one lap
penalty foralane violation in his attempt to
take lane 1 after the one-minute gun. This
gave first to Graham and second to CFS.
Obertowas third, and Degree was fourth.
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In2B, Hoppwas early inthe turnto getlane
1. However, Myers and Brown both sped
through the turn and passed him at the one-
minute gun. As Myers and Brown battled for =
lane 1, Myers cutoff Brown and forced himto ,-, 5 ,Jr
turnleftinto theinfield. Browncircledback on i“ Lj
the course, but once again would start late in
lane 4. Myers was penalized one lap. Hopp
started in lane 2 with Evansinlane 3. Myers
and Hopp had a close battle for firstuntil Fifith °
Third coasted to a stop in the backstretchon =
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lap 2. Inlap 3, Evans passed Myers in turn 1 and went on to win the heat. Myers did his extra lap, moving Brown
tosecond.

Brownagain had to explainabad start. “Theboatis running good. IfThad gotten a good lane position, I think
we couldhave won. J.W.apologized tome. When he cutin frontof me, I could either go into hisroostertail and
getwashed down, or goto the infield.” Aftertheheat, Red Dot lostits second place points due to a flagrant fuel
violation. Thismoved Myers tosecond place. .

Tubby’s did not startin 2C whichmade it
atwo-boatrace with Beacon inlane 1 Qatar
in lane 2. Kelly was first to the turn, but
Villwock passed him in the backstretch and
maintained aoneroostertail lead for the entire
heat. Both boats jumped and did the required
extralap.

Kelly explained his strategy fortheheat. “I =
tried to get Dave to jump, but [ was over the
line first. [t wasreally my only chance. Even
if I jumped and he didn’t, I could still get
second place points. This morning our computer system was shutting down our fuel system. Now that we have it
fixed we can work on other things to improve our speed.”

Evans was happy thathis winin 2B was legal. “Our faster speed is coming from some new props and gears, but
wealsonow havealarger skid fin. All of our gears are better foralong course, whichis why we didn’tdo as well
inMadison.”

Atthe end ofthe first day of racing, Shane had two wins. “There is no way that I thought this day would be this
way. Ilearned thatdrivingisaloteasier when you are in first than when you are in third. Ifyouaren’tinthe clean
water, itisalotof work and the water is even more unpredictable. I’'mpleased that I had two good starts. Tomorrow
weneed to stay clean, have no penalties, and survive theriver.”

For Sunday’s racing, the field was reduced to 10. Matrix (damages) and Tubby ’s (0 points) were beached.
Heatsections 3 and 4 would be 4 laps; the final would be 5 laps with five front-line boats plus a trailer.

Heat 3 Section

Sunday was cloudy withawind blowinginthe
wrong direction, against the river’s current.
Steve David knew this was not good, and he
was also still upset about his penalty in 2A.
“The water will berough. It will be survival
today. We need a camera to judge the one-
minute buoy. Itshouldn’tbe something that §
relies juston eyesight fromahelicopter.”

In3A, Beaconwasearlyinthe turntotake £
lane 1. Red Dotwasin 2, Grahamin3, CFS E=
in4,and Formulain 5. Shane crossed the line first, but Brown was firstto the turn and led after lap 1. Zimmerman
was in third, Evans in fourth, and Kelly in fifth. Inlap 2, Shane passed Brown coming out of the Roostertail Turn
and went on to win by tworoostertails over Brown. Zimmerman was third. Inlap 5, Kelly challenged Evans from
the inside, but Evans had the speed to finish fourth.

Shane was excited about his third heat win. “We set the boat up for the rough water and I got a good start.”

Zimmerman was pleased with his third place finish. “Wedid alotof work on the boat overthe winter. Weare
gettinga goodride. We willloosenitup as I getmore comfortable.”
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In 3B, Oberto and Qatar were g
early in the turn in lanes 1 and 2.
However, Peters & Mayleapfrogged
atthe one-minute gun and took lane 2
from Qatar. Villwock took lane 3
with Degree in 4 and Fifth Third
Bank 1in 5. The inside four boats
crossed the line together, very closeto
jumping. David was first to the turn
andnarrowly led Villwock for the first
twolaps. Degreewasinthird, followed
by Peters & May and Fifth Third. In E— '
lap 3, Villwock pulled even with David in the Belle Isle turn and passed himas they exited the Roostertail turn. Qatar
wentonto winby aroostertail over Oberto, with Degree inthird, Peters & May in fourth, and Fifth Third in fifth.

Davidtalked aboutthe critical third lap. “I gotalittle light in the backstretch and backed off. Dave had momentum
going into the turn and was able to pass me. He is willing to fly aboathigher than T am.”

During the milling period for 3B, Myers and Villwock were both in the Roostertail turn, with Villwock slightly
behind onthe inside of Myers. When Myers turned towards the straight away, Villwock slid through the Peters &
Mayroostertail and lostpower. Villwock restarted and followed Myers as he cut through the course and headed
tothe Roostertail turn. Villwock then cutback through the infield towards the course. When he entered the course
on the frontstretch, Qatar s roostertail washed down Peters & May, causing itto lose power. Myers restarted
quickly. When all this was reviewed by the race officials, they decided that there was no infraction for Myers.
However, Villwock was given a class 2 infraction. He kept his first place finish, but he lost 50 points and was
fined $250.

Davidalsohadaclass 3 infraction with the same penalties for encroaching outon Villwock in the Roostertail turn
inlap 3, atthe time Villwock was passing him.
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Heat 4 Section

Heat4A happenedat 1:25. Thewind |
wasnow blowing stronger, still against
the current. Beacon, as usual, was
early inthe turnto getlane 1. Peters
& Maywasinlane?2, Obertoin3,and
Formulain4. Grahamdidnotleave g
the pits; a dead battery prevented §
Shane from trying for a fourth heat [
win.
Oberto crossed the startline at full speed. Peters & Mayhadto slow to avoid jumping and Beacon and Formula
were late. The good start enabled David to lead by two roostertails at the end of lap 1. Myers was second with
Kellyinthird and Evans in fourth. While David had alarge lead, there was a great battle for second in laps 2 and
3. Inlap 2, Kelly passed Myers at the exit of the Belle Isle turn. However, Myers had the speed to retake second
place in the backstretch, but Kelly’s boat cornered better and Kelly retook second place coming out of the
Roostertail turn. Inlap 3, Myers again caught Kelly in the front stretch with Kelly retaking the position in the Belle
Isle turn. In the backstretch, Myers again passed Kelly, only to have Kelly pass him again coming out of the
Roostertail turn. They were close asthey entered the Belle Isle turnin lap 4. Unfortunately, as Myers reached the
apex of the turn, Peters & May hitaroller and blew over. Myers was not hurt; he was sitting in the rescue boat as
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strap, but otherwise he was fine. The boat was not seriously damaged. “Atthe apex, therollers are parallel to the
boat. Therollers lifted the boatand the wind caused itto take off. The landing was pretty soft, especially compared
tomy othertwo accidents here,” Myers said. Since three ofthe four laps had been completed, it was ruled an official
heat. Oberto was first, Beacon second, and Formula third.

Kelly had a good view ofthe Peters & May blowover. “I was outside of J.W. trying to hold him close to the
inside, butIslid outabitto getclean water. We were side by side when he went over. [ almost went over; it was
really hard to find good water out there.” ~ Peters & May wreckage photos from Karl Pearson

The wind was still blowing hard for 4B. Qatarwasinlane 1, CFSin2, Degreein 3, Red Dot in4, and Fifth
Thirdin5. Degree wasthe firstacross the line, but Qatarwas firstto the turn. Villwock quickly took aoneroostertail
lead over Liddycoat. Zimmerman was in third, Brown in fourth, and Hopp in fifth. Inlap 2, Degree flipped atalmost

n
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the sameplaceinthe Belle Isle Turnas Peters & May’s flip. Liddycoat was fine and the boat damage was not severe.
When therescue boatreached Liddycoat, he was standing on the boat. He wanted to help bring the boat back to
the pits, buthe was told he had to go get checked at the medical center. Like Myers, he was sitting in the rescue
boatand was quickly released from the medical center. “Iwas way out of shape formostoflap 1. The water was
bad everywhere. Ithink I even pushed hard on the canard while I was in the air, butitdidn’t work! Thisisthe first
time [ have ever gotten out of the bottom escape hatch. My situation was the same asJ.W.’s. When you hit the
parallel rollers and the wind is blowing across the boat, there is nothing you cando.” ~ The 88 wreckage photos
from Karl Pearson.

Because ofthe two flips and the bad water conditions, race officials put the race on an indefinite hold. Looking
back, Graham owner Ted Porter was not too upsetabout his boatnot starting for4A. “Wemissed the heatbecause
ofadeadbattery, but I think itmighthave been divine intervention! Wehave enough points to make the final, and
itkeptus out of the heats with the bad water and wind.”

Thererun of4B happened at4:45. The wind was still blowing, but it was not as strong. Fifth Third was early
inthe turnto take lane 1, Qatarwasin2 and CFSwasin 3. Red Dot was in the water, but the engine did not start.
“Assoonas I hitthe start switch, the battery cable melted,” said Brown.

Itwas acautious start by all three boats as they crossed the line together. Villwock was first to the turn and won
easily with Zimmerman second and Hopp third.

The field for the final would be Qatar, Graham, Oberto, CF'S, and Beacon on the front line with Formula as
thetrailer.

Final

The finalhappened at5:45. The wind
had finally settled down. Obertowas
near the entrance of the Belle Isle turn
atthe 3 minute mark, going slow to get
line 1. Qatarwasinlane 2 with Beacon
inlane 3, Grahaminlane4,and CF'S
late to the startinlane 5. Formulawas
backinthetrailer position. Graham £
was first across the line, but Shane —
jumpedthe gun. Davidwasfirsttothe Ere e e & : = — —

turn, but Villwock pulled even as the boats went down the backstretch The 1n51de lane enabled DaV1d to lead out
ofthe Roostertail turn and at the end of the first lap. In third was Shane , with Kelly in fourth, Zimmerman in fifth,
and Evansinsixth. Inlap 2, Villwock passed David as they entered the Belle Isle turn, but David pulled even as the
boats wentdown the backstretch. Inthe Roostertail turn, Villwock passed David from the outside to take the lead
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forgood. Inlap 3, whileleading by aboutahalf
aroostertail, Villwock moved inas he entered
the Belle Isle turn. David didn’t have much
room in lane 1 and went through Qatar’s
roostertail asheexited theturn. Thisincreased
Villwock’sleadtoafullroostertail. Somewhere
inthebackstretch, Qatarlostitsrear wing. In
the lasttwo laps, Qatarwasnothandling well
withoutthe wing, but Villwock maintained his

speed. Inlap4, Shane wasnotified othisone =

lap penalty forjumping and backed off. Kelly
and Zimmerman both passed him. The final
order of finish was Qatar, Oberto, Beacon,

CFS, and Formula, with Graham in sixth |

afteritsextralap.

Villwock was happy with the win. “Itis
incredible to be in double digits now for Gold
Cupwins. Inever gettired of winning these. It
was difficultto control the boat withouttherear
wing. You have to keep your speed or the
boatwill porpoise. Itdid some even with my
speed. We used the same motor all day; the
boatranvery well.”

Kelly wasalsohappy. “I’'mpleased witha
third. We were up and down all weekend.

i
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Our team can walk away proud. We’ll get more time on the water at Tri-Cities to work on things to get better.”
Shane was happy with his performance. “I thought I had a great start, but still it was a good weekend. It was
nice to be ina position where we could miss the 4" heat and still make the final.”
The one driver who was nothappy was David. “The officials say that Dave leftme alane in lap 3 when hemoved
in. Ourboat camera doesn’t show alane. We have perfected second place.” David missed the first part of the

manager Charlie Grooms metwith
race officials to protest the non-
call. David then went to the
ceremony to receive his second
place trophy. He later posted the
following on his Facebook page,
“Wereviewed the video, and they
won fairand square.”

With two dominating wins to
start the 2012 season, it appears
thatthe Qatarteamisheeding Bernie
Little’sadviceateachrace. Unless
there is a mechanical failure, a
penalty, orareturnto lane choices,

awardsceremony whileheandteam E

it is hard to bet against a perfect || A'final look at the U-22 Matrix Systems wreck, on tilt Sunday evening. The severe
season for the Qatar. damage at Detroit ended the teams 2012 season. ~ Karl Pearson photo




STAT BOX

CHRYSLERJEEPSUPERSTORES APBA GOLD CUP
Detroit, Michigan, July 14-15,2012
2.72-mile course on the Detroit River

QUALIFYING (1) U-1 Qatar, Dave Villwock, 162.903, 100 points; (2) U-6 Oh Boy!
Oberto, Steve David, 161.788, 80; (3) U-5 Graham Trucking, Jimmy Shane,
157.182, 70; (4) U-11 Peters & May, J.W. Myers, 155.370, 60; (5) U-9 CFS
Corporate Fleet Services, Jon Zimmerman, 154.479, 50; (6) U-17 Red Dot, Kip
Brown, 154.204, 40; (7) U-37 Miss Beacon Plumbing, J. Michael Kelly, 152.497,
30; (8) U-22 Matrix System, Mike Webster, 150.357, 30; (9) U-57 Formula, N. Mark
Evans, 147.856, 30; (10) U-100 Fifth Third Bank, Greg Hopp, 130.000 (N2 and
FFV), 0; (11) U-88 Degree Men, Scott Liddycoat, 154.262 (testing speed used to
meet minimum qualifying speed, did not run during qualifying period), 0; U-13
Tubby’s, Cal Phipps, 131.380 (testing speed used to meet minimum qualifying
speed, did not run during qualifying period), 0.

HEAT 1A (1) Qatar156.106, 400 points, 500 cumulative points; (2) Oh Boy! Oberto
150.736, 300, 380; (3) Corporate Fleet Services 144.373, 225, 275; (4) Peters &
May 126.220, 169, 229. Fastlap (1) Qatar160.358. HEAT 1B (1) Graham Trucking
151.621, 400, 470; (2) Beacon Plumbing 150.347, 300, 330; (3) Degree Men
149.916, 225, 225; (4) Red Dot 130.180, 169, 209. Fast lap (3) Graham Trucking
153.751. HEAT 1C (rerun) (1) Fifth Third Bank 146.722, 400, 400; Formula DSQ
— flagrant N2 violation, 0, 30; Tubby’s DNS — fuel flow, 0, 0; Matrix System DSQ
— stopped first running, flipped turn 2, lap 1. Fastlap (3) Fifth Third Bank 149.532.

HEAT 2A (1) Graham Trucking 139.248, 400, 870; (2) Corporate Fleet Services
Above: Mike Webster returns, done 135.251, 300, 575; (3) Oh Boy! Oberto 123.466 (passed score-up buoy early),
. .. 1225, 605; (4) Degree Men 118.460 (penalized one lap for lane change without
forthedayaﬁerManSyStems ﬂ1ps m overlap on U-9 after the score-up buoy), 169, 394. Fast lap (3) Oh Boy! Oberto
1C Saturday. ~ Karl Pearson photo |155.428. HEAT 2B (1) Formula 141.552, 400, 430; (2) Peters & May 111.490
(penalized one lap for lane change without overlap on U-17 after score-up buoy),
300, 529; Red Dot DSQ — flagrant N2 violation, 0, 209; First Third Bank DNF —
gearbox failed, 0, 400. Fastlap (2) Formula144.864. HEAT 2C (1) Qatar116.913
Below: Bill Schumacher Sunday, feeling | (Penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 400, 900; (2) Beacon Plumbing 110.104

. . . 1 - l(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 300, 630; Tubby’s DNS — fuel flow, O,
much better in Detroit than he did in 0; Matrix System W/D — hull damage, 0, 30. Fast lap (2) Qatar 158.333.
Madison. ~Karl Pearson photo HEAT 3A (1) Graham Trucking 145.117, 400, 1270; (2) Red Dot 143.300, 300,
509; (3) Corporate Fleet Services 138.128, 225, 800; (4) Formula 132.080, 169,
599; (5) Beacon Plumbing 131.906, 127, 757. Fast lap (1) Graham Trucking
149.354. HEAT 3B (1) Qatar 155.264 (encroached on U-11 scoring up, 50 point
deduction), 350, 1250; (2) Oh Boy! Oberto 151.072 (lane change exiting turn 2,
lap 3 on U-1, 50 point deduction), 250, 855; (3) Degree Men 139.862, 225, 619;
(4) Peters & May 136.221, 169, 698; (5) Fifth Third Bank 127.595, 127, 527. Fast
2llap (4) Qatar 158.736.

HEAT 4A (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 139.387, 400, 1255; (2) Beacon Plumbing 136.256,
300, 1057; (3) Formula 128.419, 225, 824; Peters & May DSQ — caused heat
stoppage, flipped turn 1, lap 4, 0, 698; Graham Trucking DNS — electrical
problem, 0,1270. Fastlap (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 145.471. HEAT 4B (rerun) (1) Qatar
142.445, 400, 1650; (2) Corporate Fleet Services 139.426, 300, 1100; (3) Fifth
ol Third Bank 132.857, 225, 752; Red Dot DNS — fried starter cable, 0, 509; Degree
Men DSQ — stopped first running, flipped turn 1, lap 2, 0, 619. Fastlap (1) Qatar
150.032.

FINAL (1) Qatar 151.089, 400, 2050; (2) Oh Boy Oberto 147.040, 300, 1555; (3)
¥ | Miss Beacon Plumbing 138.801, 225, 1282; (4) Corporate Fleet Services 138.018,
1169, 1269; (5) Formula 125.182, 127, 951; (6) Graham Trucking 110.683
(penalized one lap for lane change without overlap on U-37 after start/finish line),
195, 1365. Fast lap (2) Spirit of Qatar 156.399.

COMPILEDBY ALLENSTILES

wyMatr pSystem.com




More Shots
from Detroit

Atright, from left toright, team drivers Friday;
Jon Zimmerman, Jimmy Shane, J.W. Myers,
ScottLLiddycoat, J. Michael Kelly, Kip Brown,
Mark Evans, and Dave Villwock.

~Unlimiteds.net photo

In honor of the late Fred Leland, the =
team’s owner for the past 35 years, the
crew wears Lelandplaid. The Madison
Race Committee and H1 Hydro, Inc., §
named one ofthe final preliminary heats
inDetroitafter Fred Leland, callingitthe
Leland Memorial Heat. Above,
Stacy Briseno, Greg Hopp, and the
team were presented with the 1¥place
trophy from heat 1C Saturday.~Chris
Denslow photo

In photo on right is UNJ’s

| or
. \

Atleft, Bob Hughes onright
shares a laugh with Ron
Snyder Friday at Detroit.
~ Karl Pearson photo

Detroit Race Reporter Mac
Clouse. ~Karl Pearsonphoto



