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I See In You 
 

Thank you for allowing your staff the time to attend the annual Rightnow Media Conference. Our staff 

along with seven other church members traveled last week (May 16-18) to Chicago for the conference. 

The day and a half conference involved 10 sessions with 8 presenters who encouraged us to be 

refreshed in our spiritual journeys. The sessions ranged from the defining of ñgenuine faith communityò 

to our understanding of Sunday Worship as it impacts and translates into our daily lives. Are we 

effectively making our worship a daily part of who we are in Christ? The sessions were designed to challenge us and to 

invite us into a process of discovery and reexamination of our belief systems and each session created for us fodder for 

further discussion amongst our Belgrade contingent. That, I believe, was the most meaningful part of our 2-day 

adventure. Our times together in travel, during meals, and discussions which took place in our motel rooms created an 

atmosphere of genuine community development. So, again, thank you. 

 

One of the speakers, David Ferguson, challenged us to evaluate where our church is in the cycle of its life. He then went 

on to challenge/remind us that Christ has promised to give us power via the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) and that the presence 

of our God will enable us to do everything that Christ did and more (John 14:12). Do I/we believe God is at work in our 

church and what is it that God wants to do among us? It has been exciting to see Godôs Spirit working in many of your 

lives these past six years and to listen to you share your sense of Godôs work in you. That is our desire as followers of 

Christ; to be able to celebrate Godôs presence within us and to think beyond ourselves. Our dreams should be towards 

the future and with confidence that it is Godôs Spirit who is at work within us to be and to do through us. Sometimes we 

need to be reminded of that. 

 

So, how do we become a church looking to the future? One of Davidôs recommendations for us is to develop an ñI C(see) 

N(in) U(you)ò philosophy. This philosophy focuses on seeing the possibilities in each other. Are we seeing and 

encouraging people to live in the passions of their spiritual lives on a daily basis? Are we willing to encourage them and 

walk alongside of them as they venture into a deeper understanding of Godôs design for them? Are we encouraging them 

to see new possibilities; to venture out in directions that may move us in new ways? What would happen if we came 

alongside someone with a vision for a coffee house church? If we supported these types of new ventures, how would 

that change the way we minister in our community? Can we affirm someone in their dreams enough to see change in 

us? Are we ready to see ourselves as kingdom builders? Are we willing to see Christ glorified in new ways? I was 

challenged. Being a community who celebrates the ñI See In Youò philosophy may cause us to change, but it will also 

cause the Kingdom of God to grow. You need to be asking, why are we here on the 

corner of Belgrade and Sherman?   

 

This year we celebrate 125 years of history. These have been great years with 

wonderful and significant ministries. But letôs remember our beginnings. Belgrade had 

its beginnings because a few members of Centenary were commissioned to go and 

start a Sunday School in North Mankato. Our history exists because another church 

ñfreedò some of their people to live out their vision. Are we willing to encourage those in 

our church who have dreams and give them the freedom to go out into a new ministry 

and see God move and change us? 
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ƻŦ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ 

9ŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ 

пκннκму Ϸолмл мп ϷмнуΦрр 
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