CITY OF OSKALOOSA, KS
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
212 W WASHINGTON STREET
SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 * 7:00PM
*********************************************************************************************************************

GOVERNING BODY MEMBERS PRESENT
John Norman, Mayor
Ken Newell, Council President
Mike Smith, Council
John Metzger, Council
Chauncey Young, Council

COUNCIL MEMBERS ABSENT:
Aron Boyce, Council

OFFICIALS PRESENT
Patty Hamm, City Clerk
Brian Zachary, Utilities Operator
Paul Bolinger, Chief of Police
Todd Luckman, City Attorney
Nathaniel Copp (8:15pm – 8:45pm)

PUBLIC PRESENT
Paula Ellis, 609 Walnut Street
Louis Menard, Squan/Brightspeed

RNR HEARING
John Norman called the Hearing of the 2026 Revenue Neutral Rate to order at 7:00pm. There were no public comments. Ken Newell made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2025-08 Revenue Neutral Rate as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Roll Call Vote as follows: Chauncey Young, Yes; John Metzger, Yes; Mike Smith, Yes; Ken Newell, Yes.  Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried. John Norman closed the RNR hearing at 7:05pm.

2026 BUDGET HEARING
John Norman called the Hearing of the 2026 Budget to order at 7:05pm. There were no public comments. Council discussed the process to decrease the mill levy and agreed they would reconsider at budget time next year. John Metzger made a motion to approve the 2026 Budget as presented with a mill levy of 44,882. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried.

CALL TO ORDER
John Norman, Mayor, called the regular meeting of the Oskaloosa City Council to order at 7:10pm.

PUBLIC

609 Walnut Street
Paula Ellis reported the vacant house at 609 Walnut Street has been demolished and the remaining debris will be burnt and buried by the Oskaloosa Fire Department. Mrs. Ellis stated they have hired a contractor to then level out the lot with plans to build a parking lot for the public to visit and view the historic cabin that remains on the property. Council thanked Mrs. Ellis for her cooperation in taking care of the property.

Brightspeed
Louis Menard, Squan Contracting, was present as a representative of the Brightspeed Fiber Optic project. Mr. Menard stated that the original plan was to install 90% above ground with 10% being underground, however, due to Evergy not allowing Brightspeed to use their power poles, they will most likely have to switch the plans to 90% being underground. Patty Hamm advised there is not franchise agreement with Brightspeed, therefore, a project of this size must come before the Council. Patty also noted that the contractor must have a bond in place prior to any excavation on the City’s right-of-way easements. 
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Todd Luckman stated that the agreement is to protect the City utilities already in existence. Mr. Menard will send the City a draft agreement for review and approval by the City Council. Todd recommended Council consider a franchise agreement with funding coming back into the City.

POLICE / CODE ENFORCEMENT / ANIMAL CONTROL
Paul Bolinger reported he has hired Graecin Jeffers as the new Animal Control Officer. Patty Hamm reminded Council there is a meeting scheduled for Tuesday, September 30th at 6:00pm to meet with the other cities regarding animal control services.

Paul Bolinger directed the Council’s attention to the price quote for two more new portable radios. John Metzger made a motion to approve the purchase of two portable Motorola radios as presented for $5079.60 and to donate the old base radios and old portable radios to the Oskaloosa Fire Department noting that any cost incurred by the City to re-program the radios is to be reimbursed to the City from the Fire Department. Ken Newell seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

Ken Newell made a motion to approve repairs to the 2020 Tahoe at a cost of $1787.20 as presented. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.  Paul Bolinger advised the Tahoe would need new tires prior to the winter season.

Paul Bolinger gave a code enforcement update noting the trailer park remains out of compliance for lots #9 and #10.

MAINTENANCE
Brian Zachary reported the lift station at Turkey Run completely quit and he had to have a new motor installed. He advised that a second lift station is having issues so he is obtaining price quotes from Smith & Loveless for upgrade options. He also reported that he took in the old sewer pump in addition to the old pool pump to be rebuilt at Patchen Electric so the City will have an extra on hand if needed in the future.

Brian Zachary stated that KNA assisted him with the lift station repairs, tree brush pickup, and a couple of water leaks. He stated he also had Malsbury Electric assist with the sewer lift station.

Brian Zachary reported that a water line was found at 108 E. Jefferson Street, where Mr. Sharp had complained of a wet spot and the line was found to run along the west side of that property to feed the car wash and the grocery store.

Brian Zachary advised that he will be installing new service at 802 Warren Street next week.

John Metzger made a motion to approve the bid from Malsbury Electric for upgrades to City Hall in the amount of $3415. Ken Newell seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

PARK & POOL
Ken Newell made a motion to approve the bid proposal from Mammoth Sports Construction in the amount of $45,325.00 for the pickleball court. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

[Nathaniel Copp arrived and gave a status update and thanked everyone for their continued support.]

LEGAL COUNSEL
Todd Luckman reported that letters have been sent to the Oskaloosa Thriftway and the Oskaloosa Car Wash regarding the water runoff.

ZONING
Todd Luckman advised that the vacation of part of Herkimer Street and part of Elm Street cannot be included in the Yoder replat process; the vacations are a separate process.

Council reviewed Ordinance No. 25-9-107 Municipal Judge. John Norman will talk with Dennis Reiling and provide an update at the next Council meeting.
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MEETING MINUTES
Mike Smith made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 20, 2025 regular Council meeting as written. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

FINANCE
Ken Made a motion to approve financial report and vouchers as presented. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

OLD BUSINESS
Patty Hamm advised the price estimate from CK Power for the generator at City Hall is still pending.

Ken Newell reported he is still looking for backhoe options.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn to Executive Session at 8:45pm for Personnel Exception for fifteen minutes with employee coverage for maintenance staff being the topic of discussion and requested Patty Hamm remain in attendance. John Metzger seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried. Public Session resumed at 9:00pm. John Norman announced no binding action taken.

Ken Newell made a motion to approve an additional 240 hours of sick leave for Nathaniel Copp. Mike Smith seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

John Metzger made a motion to approve a $4.00 per hour pay increase for Brian Zachary during the time that he is the interim City Superintendent retroactive back to September 1, 2025. Chauncey Young seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0; Motion Carried.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to discuss, Ken Newell made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:00pm. Mike Smith      seconded the motion. Vote: Yes=4, No=0 Motion Carried.


							
John Norman, Mayor


ATTEST:
							
Patty A. Hamm, City Clerk


Minutes Approved: 	OCTOBER 15, 2025		
