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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE:   
	BOSTON TO TRY AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES: Boston city officials announced that they've granted permission to NuTonomy to test its autonomous vehicles citywide for at least 18 months. Anyone who knows the city knows there's colonial-era roads, traffic, double parking, pedestrians, bicyclists, skateboarders, and construction.  Nationally, self-driving cars have been involved in accidents before, including a Uber that was involved in a deadly accident with a pedestrian in Arizona in March.  But NuTonomy says humans account for 94 percent of all serious car crashes in the U.S.  The company began testing in the city's Seaport District last year but will now expand testing throughout the city. Each autonomous vehicle is required to have a safety driver at the wheel to take control in an emergency. Most Americans think autonomous cars will be quite common within 15 years, though 74 percent of people say they don’t expect to have one and two-thirds say they wouldn’t want to walk or ride a bicycle anywhere near one.  Taken together, however, they underscore widespread misgivings about the autonomous vehicles that people expect will be among them shortly, the challenge that automakers face in marketing them, and a need for safety reassurances from federal regulators.  Most Americans — 70 percent, according to an HNTB survey being released Monday — have softened to the idea that driverless cars factor in their future, whether they plan to ride in one or not.  Developments that portend the future of autonomous cars came in a double dose last week. First, a prominent technology investment firm — SoftBank Vision Fund — promised to invest $2.25 billion in General Motors’ autonomous vehicle operation. Then Fiat Chrysler Automobiles announced it would provide “up to 62,000” Chrysler Pacifica hybrid minivans to Waymo, the pioneering autonomous-car company.  With several dozen companies working to develop autonomous cars or put them on the road, the vehicles’ presence is inevitable. But before the cars “become commonplace within 15 years,” as the HNTB survey says, a massive change in attitude will be necessary.  “Some of the things that popped out at me in all [three surveys] was that the majority of people are currently unwilling to ride in an automated vehicle,” said Jim Barbaresso, who leads the Intelligent Transportation Systems Practice at HNTB, an infrastructure solutions firm.  In the HNTB survey, 55 percent of people said they wouldn’t ride in an autonomous vehicle. A survey last month by AAA put that number at 73 percent, and one by the group Consumer Watchdog that came out three days later had nearly the same result at 74 percent.  When AAA’s report came out, Greg Brannon, the group’s director of engineering, made what may be a key point: “Any incident involving an autonomous vehicle is likely to shake consumer trust, which is a critical component to the widespread acceptance of autonomous vehicles.”  A simple reading of recent headlines might explain the misgivings.  Uber pulled its test autonomous cars from service after one of its vehicles struck and killed a pedestrian in Tempe, Ariz., in March. A Waymo test vehicle with a human at the wheel crashed when another motorist swerved into it last month, also in Arizona. When Tesla’s vehicles in driver-assist mode have crashed, the technology has been confused with fully autonomous cars, creating bulletins such as “Tesla driver dies in first fatal autonomous car crash.” And when a truck backed into a self-driving bus in Las Vegas in November, a headline said, “Las Vegas’ self-driving bus crashes in first hour of service.”

US DOT ANNOUNCING 7.7 MILLION IN GRANTS:  As part of the University Transportation Centers (UTC) program, the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) has selected the University of Maine, Rutgers University, and Pennsylvania State University for regional grants authorized under the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act for fiscal years 2016-2020.  All three UTCs will receive their first-year funding now:  Region 1: University of Maine – Transportation Infrastructure Durability Center: $2,570,600.  Region 2: Rutgers University - Center for Advanced Infrastructure and Transportation: $2,570,600.  Region 3: Pennsylvania State University – Center for Integrated Asset Management for Multi-modal Transportation Infrastructure Systems: $2,570,600.  In all, thirteen UTCs applied to the re-competition for the three regions. The centers focus on improving and extending the life of the transportation infrastructure. UTCs advance U.S. technology and expertise in the many modes and disciplines comprising transportation, and address vital workforce needs for the next generation of transportation leaders.
DANGEROUS TIME FOR TEEN DRIVERS:  The AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety is reminding people that the period between Memorial Day and Labor Day are known as the "100 Deadliest" Days for teen drivers.  More than 1,050 people were killed in crashes involving a teen driver across the nation in 2016 during this time frame. That's an average of ten people per day and a 14 percent increase compared to the rest of the year, according to data analyzed by the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety.  AAA stresses the importance of preparation and education of inexperienced teen drivers for some of the most dangerous driving days of the year.  “Not only are risks, like nighttime driving, a particular danger to young drivers, nearly every state also has a law restricting how late teens may be out on the roads,” said Jennifer Cook, AAA Washington senior manager, Corporate Communications.  Speeding (38 percent), impairment (26 percent) and distraction/inattention (22 percent) are the leading factors in Washington State crashes involving teens. While some assume that the leading distraction of for teens are devices such as cell phones, according to AAA Foundation Research, it seems to be other passengers. When you have a passenger under 21 riding with a teen driver, the crash risk increases 44 percent.  Nighttime driving is also a major factor in the 100 Deadliest Days.  32 percent of all motor vehicle fatalities involving teen drivers in Washington occurred between 9 p.m. and 3 a.m.  Nationally, one in 10 of all motor vehicle nighttime crash fatalities involved a teen driver.  Nationally, Data show a 22 percent increase in the average number of nighttime crashes per day involving teen drivers during the 100 Deadliest Days compared to the rest of the year.  “Not only are risks, like nighttime driving, a particular danger to young drivers, nearly every state also has a law restricting how late teens may be out on the roads,” said Cook. “Washington state has significant room for improvement when it comes to the hours when new teen drivers can drive and how many passengers they can have with them – two very important issues that relate to teen crashes.”  
FALLEN POLICE OFFICERS:  AUTONOMOUS VEHICLE:  
US DOT ANNOUNCING 7.7 MILLION IN GRANTS:  
As of August 20, 2018 there were fatalities on NJ roads compared to during the same period in 2017,                 AN INCREASE OF 45 DEATHS. 
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Deaths: Driver,73; Passenger, 24; Pedalcyclist, 02; Pedestrian, 44. Crashes, 133.                               DANGEROUS TIME FOR TEEN DRIVERS:  4th OF JULY FATAL CRASH STATISTICS:.                                                                                                                      THIS WEEKEND IN PHILY:  EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING:  President Schock announced that there will be a meeting of the Executive Board beginning at 0900 (prior to our meeting on September 5th). Please make an attempt to be at this important meeting. 

NEXT REGULAR MEETING SEPTEMBER 5, 2018 AT AAA MID-ATLANTIC, HAMILTON, NJ
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2018 INVOICE

	DATE
	ITEM
	AMOUNT

	1/1/2018
	Annual Membership Dues for Police Department
	$50.00

	
	
	

	
	TOTAL:
	$50.00


DATE:  1/1/2018   SIGNED:  NICHOLAS SCHOCK, President 
Our Tax ID number is 22-2344113

Copies of purchase orders can be faxed to 856-783-0012 or scanned for an e-mail and sent to NJPTOA@Hotmail.com.

Note:  If you would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail instead of by postal mail, please send your request to njptoa.tparenti@gmail.com
(Please check mailing label.  Correct if necessary by phone call, text, or e-mail)
