
May 3, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM Rob And Kim McCaw 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new 
life. Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you created us in your 
image and planted us in a well-watered garden. In the desert you 
promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water from the 
rock. When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead 
us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, 
you shower us again with the water of life. We praise you for your 
salvation through water, for the water in this font, and for all water 
everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the 
thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 

  



GATHERING SONG: I Know that My Redeemer Lives! (ELW 619) 

  



GREETING/OPENING PRAYER – Katie Pyne 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, in the stillness of our souls we listen for your voice to know 
again that you are God. Quiet our restless hearts with the knowledge that 
you are near us, keeping watch over your own. Rekindle our faith and 
light the lamp of hope within our hearts. Then take us by the hand into 
each day that lies ahead, for where you lead, we can confidently go with 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

  



CANTICLE OF PRAISE: This Is My Father's World (ELW 824) 



WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:1-9 – Dr. Alexis Thode 
1After Paul and Silas had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they 
came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2And 
Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three sabbath days argued with 
them from the scriptures, 3explaining and proving that it was necessary 
for the Messiah to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, "This is the 
Messiah, Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you." 4Some of them were 
persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout 
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5But the Jews became 
jealous, and with the help of some ruffians in the marketplaces they 
formed a mob and set the city in an uproar. While they were searching for 
Paul and Silas to bring them out to the assembly, they attacked Jason's 
house. 6When they could not find them, they dragged Jason and some 
believers before the city authorities, shouting, "These people who have 
been turning the world upside down have come here also, 7and Jason has 
entertained them as guests. They are all acting contrary to the decrees of 
the emperor, saying that there is another king named Jesus." 8The people 
and the city officials were disturbed when they heard this, 9and after they 
had taken bail from Jason and the others, they let them go. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 Sahale Beaudette 
1Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: 
Grace to you and peace. 
2We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our 
prayers, constantly 3remembering before our God and Father your work of 
faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
4For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen 
you, 5because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, 
but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as 
you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. 
6And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of 
persecution you received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
7so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 



Achaia. 8For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in 
Macedonia and Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become 
known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9For the people of 
those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among you, 
and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 
10and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead — 
Jesus, who rescues us from the wrath that is coming. 

Word of God,  
word of life. 

GOSPEL ANTHEM: Oh, Let the Son of God Enfold You (Spirit Song) 
Sigrun Payne, Soprano 

CHILDREN'S SERMON: Roger Steinke  

SERMON 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
Messiah, Jesus, your followers established churches in communities near 
and far. Take us outside of ourselves and teach us to give away what you 
have given to us, the Good News. Show us how to witness to your 
presence in places near and far.  
Amen. 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY: We Walk by Faith (ELW 635) 

AN AFFIRMATION OF FAITH – Emily Almeida 
We are not alone, we live in God's world.  
We believe in God:  

who has created and is creating,  
who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh,  

to reconcile and make new,  
who works in us and others by the Spirit. 

We trust in God.  
We are called to be the Church:  

to celebrate God's presence,  
to live with respect in Creation,  
to love and serve others,  
to seek justice and resist evil,  
to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope.  



In life, in death, in life beyond death, God is with us.  
We are not alone.  
Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Rachel and Jeff Danforth 
Uplifted by the promised hope of healing and resurrection, we join the 
people of God in all times and places in praying for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 

Shepherding God, we thank you for the educational ministries of your 
church. Enrich the work of teachers, professors, mentors, advisors, and 
faculty at colleges, seminaries, and learning sites such as Pacific Lutheran 
University, Pacific Lutheran and Luther Seminaries, University of 
Washington, Bothell, and Cascadia College. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Creating God, we praise you for those who maintain and operate farm 
equipment, for those who plant and harvest crops, for local farmers’ 
markets, and for those involved in agriculture of any kind. Strengthen 
their hands as they feed the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
Guiding God, no one should be in want. Bid the nations to return to your 
paths of righteousness and inspire our leaders to walk in your ways, so 
that all may have the opportunity to live abundantly and sustainably. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Comforting God, you carry us tenderly. We pray for those who walk 
through dark valleys overshadowed by anxiety and overwhelmed with 
suffering especially those effected by COVID-19. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Nurturing God, you desire justice for the hungry. Bless advocacy work, 
food pantries, and feeding ministries in our congregations, we hold up 
Hopelink, Mary’s Place, and Compass Housing. May none of our neighbors 
lack for basic needs. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Everlasting God, your beloved have heard your voice; you have called them 
by name and guided them to your side in death, we lift up Ann Hodges. We 
thank you for their lives of faithful witness. Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 



With bold confidence in your love, almighty God, we place all for whom 
we pray into your eternal care; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

OFFERING/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Merciful God, our ordinary gifts seem small for such a celebration, but 
you make of them an abundance, just as you do with our lives. Feed us 
again at this table for service in your name, in the strength of the risen 
Christ. 
Amen. 

OFFERING ANTHEM: Affetuoso from Fantasia in E major (GF Telemann) 
Patty Weston, Flute 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 



SENDING SONG: This Little Light of Mine (ELW 677)

 

DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 



POSTLUDE 
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