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The Organization for Emancipation of Women

Long Live March 8 International Women's Day!

During a century, ruling classes have tried to distort the essence of March 8 or reduce its demand to a bargaining leverage within
the upper class power struggles. In countries such as Iran and Afghanistan, Reactionary Islamic Regimes, try hard to silence March
8 protests against Sharia law and for Freedom & Equality. We are witnessing emergence of younger women’s rights activist is
tiping the balance, events such as VDay demonstrations to stop violence against women is gaining momentum around the
globe.Thus, it is a necessity to review the origin of March 8 each year that we celebrate, so the younger generation entering Eman-
cipation of Women movement become well informed about its origin.

On 8 March 1857 women working in clothing and textile factories (called 'garment workers') in New York City, in the United
States, staged a protest. They were fighting against inhumane working conditions and low wages. The police attacked the protestors
and dispersed them. Two years later, again in March, these women formed their first labour union to try and protect themselves and
gain some basic rights in the workplace.

On 8 March 1908, 15,000 women marched through New York City demanding shorter work hours, better pay, voting rights and
an end to child labour. They adopted the slogan "Bread and Roses", with bread symbolizing economic security and roses a better
quality of life. In May, the Socialist Party of America designated the last Sunday in February for the observance of National Wom-
en's Day.

Following the declaration of the Socialist Party of America, the first ever National Woman's Day was celebrated in the United
States on 28 February 1909. Women continued to celebrate it on the last Sunday of that month through 1913.

An international conference, held by socialist organizations from around the world, met in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1910. The
conference of the Socialist International proposed a Women's Day which was designed to be international in character. The pro-
posal initially came from Clara Zetkin, a German socialist, who suggested an International Day to mark the strike of garment work-
ers in the United States. The proposal was greeted with unanimous approval by the conference of over 100 women from 17 coun-
tries, including the first three women elected to the parliament of Finland. The Day was established to honour the movement for
women's rights, including the right to vote (known as suffrage).

It is appropriate to conclude this historical review with a quotation from Clara Zetkin:

"We know that full emancipation of women, will not be possible only by obtaining the right to work, or hav-
ing the right to education, although these are also the natural and inalienable rights, and even ahead of our
political rights. Our evidence is the experience of countries that women have the so-called right to partici-
pate in public, free and direct elections. In these countries, voting rights, without economic independence of
women, does not make any real difference in their situation. If the social liberation was possible only with
political emancipation, the social problems of women in these countries should have been resolved by gain-
ing the right to vote. We believe that only the women's liberation and human emancipation is possible in its
economic expression, emancipation of labour from capital ... If today all the existing rules change and wom-
en obtain all the rights that men have. yet it does not mean freedom from economic exploitation of women
nor the slavery has ended."

Long Live March 8 International Women's Day!
The Organization for Emancipation of Women (Rahai Zan)

http://www.Rahai-Zan.org http://www.Rahai-Zan.tv

3


http://www.Rahai-Zan.org
http://www.Rahai-Zan.tv

21,4 u;dbuuu,/"




wilaicl g S S,
L 5, ol ol Skl as
»» oo g Vi« Hlew
VIRV [4) VIV VERN LTSV
> gl se>g0  sliwl
Olgic @ 59, ol 5l w0L;
oL Ob; Juu> whe sals;
aS Hbl> ol @4 s
Oby i aSy> ol
Ui U iy @S aidl g
U 9 Ol ) CU)SLA.U
Slows > g 0a=io VLI s
cailyd S OMasl )y 5 a8
Js,  sbasS,> sl
as,S JSw ob; aldb s>
wwold 2yl ol b Lol YY)
ol ol bawyg  plhic
55 Sawign wes Ldgs 0w
o Msl gu,l Soyes
o>l vy UlLSS Llaicl
1 ol 9 >)|>)Jdv° DI)SS)U P
3 )0 S\O ) ULSJIS
OMail @ y=io aS sublaicl
Awy)y 2eiSl ] lowgw

3950
o> 5l esloglss ulusl
SMail Sl Gy o Syguady

59y Vlgic ay |, &)l gl s
U 59y ool a8 S pMel U
U 590 Jubsi 39, 1250 JLuw

SoygisS yuiw vy ol

Vlsic @ |, 2ol ool subg)l
o> 9 Ayl U3 59
owlbwl y asulis wenwlsepl
3’L¢i Sauigyi S, EEw,U
Lo 1, 1917 Lwylo A wlaicl
Sy aS Ul 5l euds 8
Al by > lawugicw
wswlowoly 51585 9 WS
@ b Ul o«
» S &b Jlos

oS0 idsd sladlw
» e cewl g, Bl
cowsST 55 L ool &3l
SlesSs; LU ool N ane
uloll (.'Jl)Sgob dl.;_wg_w o>
) aS g iy pume) 9

\090C M=
Joewlysl  annlrwga
L0y ol 595 slpiding p9>

5 A Jlw S .58 2obo
SlgiS 55 1) Guylo 1

pudes osbol

"
21.¢ Wbl

S)liS b sgr lospd il 9
o 0> e ol o
)l U ‘Lul.u.u| PR} b\_uwgns
D W Aga S)Hgm
Ve oaars Jdlw  oblxal
O, 51 So »Llgen
bilbwl  cownigeS  wj>
ool 59, 03,uS oyl
3,5 Sud, u-u)l-? Ayl o
Cu,yep0> bhe> ol wwlgs as
Dumild slaaags aly )
Jol silp> Six 5l g 5l o9
U; wulg> 59, AV Jlw b
NuigeS  Sig, Ulgie @
w39, bwgi aS vlwly S
5 sl oBiwls 0bj
Jola aS S sasl>
5 aws ol uluass
swSo ol Sldciuwiges
0l |y 2wyl ol aS Livsw
Ol 5l 5,8 s K0l 5y dvg
L Slagdly gyt ul ulo;
9 0b; BT i pu> Sl

» [2] .05 solp> 22> 59,
VU 5l gy e Blogl ol plod b
2ol 3 spw Sz 85
waiaSao (S>MWo VO sads
panignS  alp 5 wye
o I Slew syl
el pac sl se) ool Hus
GMsil b s> ol v
2 3)S wy, (s lowgw
weoc gomo 1AW Jlw
Jlw 9o 5l gy o uloslw
|y pusle pud 9, b
9 ULj Bgé> (silp> 59, Llgic
aud o bl [3] .58 uMel alo
Ulojlw d9>90 slowl I &
9 Uy wilg=> j9, L iy Jlo
IS L w; sulp> Olojluw
ons>  pobuel  saslusl
YAQV smbus ails,1S wl 318
Wi 1A s&sbw &b

il Jis oul U [4] i
2wl g0 Ol 4S5 51 S8 as
YAV pule A Soos s

391 S 5945y

1AVA @599 SaniSy o>l
paois)  9ilde>  pygdi >
3 uwbe poid b 90 WBslas
S>Mao pusdi) Ulje> pugds

yLaI..Cl .;,.,ng| )L¢| (LS)'S).DI

AN gl @ by gild
wilp> 59, Ulsic @ yw)lo
oS8 Loluel vliwls ;s
SHgugw >l G5 U
ouignS  Jolxo > aS
oly ads ,» awuwl,d
vy a4 vy ’le
Wl85¢S Sand K |, wuas
b ool sl as wilgssw
» Paiileg« aoljy, >
G 1900 sl T ol
by gwslSes Sl pl8
PR Cu)l.; UJl )| U A |
»> b i)l guo aud

9 JLIS .59s 0awin s asdlg
L ol de> ol Jods S
Codlowgw  wi> Jilos
Sonbow  Sh=l a0l
X patsigoS 9 WS pantsigoS
S99 yudlox skl wlyes 5>
b aS  (wiley Ll
L s 03,95 0,5 0l wlj)le
1 oS OoMsil 5l Giuy aws,

[1
v oS, pead axS
o &l e Jlw
CU)LJ C\.DLJ)SJ UAAE PR} UL\.UJ')
U|9.A.CQJ |) ‘\qAU.IJ)LDA
gas 4 U sulp> 59, b
Cowdlowgw  wi> 0,58
ol g 05,5 eMel K5 0l

9589 5l sldlee L 2wl
> dbys . olxwe
ool Gulgxod

£SL)S 5> ‘ol..'.ls Los 9199,

9 JulS sdlio as L;ug@L@

oy« oS s (394
9 MLH.UQ_MJ LSL&CLu.u)
Ehw > Uy il

Salae 2l Slag>,e
LU SS9 .d9,) 5w \S.u 9 Juls
bl Ll Syisads b
Qg byl 5> 1, OL; G
U 9 LSw ey Kol 9
o>l sals)8 saxdlg
asly cowl osliss Sl 53,0
s AV s ol 580l
U Sy cowl (e s,
ol BLSLL w3l 5 el
QU P g o Juaso wlS
Sl o «0uST; LUS» SoS
wile> 59, 1ATY 5 L ool
Sognly 59, Ulgic a1, U

5,8 uMel (siwgeS

el
ol Slaolije, 5> oo juiniio S )gu9 Wlaudl sy lo A

1S9y Cadiait>

wvlros sl

Soses AV owb A
wwolycel ol ssle
9 >l Gls,8 Uy VLSS
a as @,b|)1£| DY) kSLuJSJ
L g o oS weyw
aoils gy v OeS,w
Spocwawd a4 Wby ol sl
as ;8 pulpb ko o b
Sisw ooy ol 88 a
Jlw olxy .auwls yolyucl
by oasle A 55 o)Ly 2=
as Ll S8 a4 S,g940
as >qu L>ui 5l g .b_,& US>
Lo kel ol cswolyiel G
59 Vlsie @ Guslo A 595 9
SL alw L olowl
vg Ll 9 g
9 o> 9 Bl iowy
Ul juizo Saow a8l Sl 9>
ol 5l 0b; i w9iSo Eu)b
Sagdly S Ulgie a4 @
L «laySel» S asl (s,
S g9 9 JulS uldd
9 u.ul.._wClsmb- Wexo 9>
SOy 9 U y) Caokainnd
adlio ;> (lgued Ugoww o5l
9 Sbauy, sbabwsl«
o (AT vy el
59 o db B8 sewp
Olgic @ bie aS i
&b » ppe lo 5l S
T 5> s 2rhao ppinnd



o
21.4¢ Wbl

Lol oo @803y Camow @ 59 0l ustasw 9 Oladl (g «S)lails «iauyil SldyeuisS 53 9 i eMel U5 ulp> 59, HU ol Sl
o=l YAOVY Jlw 5l pols jeb a9 .59 0515 Huasi 44599 0lo SaiiSy oyl @ 1) &b ol awsy 5,8 UL (= @ 1913 Jlw 5l
Sacowlys Ol (b aS 1w 1335 Slos S whdlhi b ul puwlyo 9 3w Jeado Lis blas 1,50y 55 U5 wsule> 59, Ulgic @ o)l
cro dou )S)lS Saab Bgi> 4 Wgheo i aS S,isdS vt Swcwlgs LJB > el g ol N> Jgs> Sl 0l

Ao

Sojlo tcwl oawles 2usl ol U= 9 Wdd 9 i coiy aS 55,5 sw 53U Vs a4 cowys gl cuedl Wgu,b ol e aSel
39> u|9.| ,oLou gS)|>CULo).w ,anJ EVIRTANY U9 pw b Mgos 9 p.w.aJLx.wg_w )DUao ,oLou L Mb»ﬂ Qv|)§w|) 9 L,E
nSLmq_u.u_, n5)|_b|_p P ULJ_, O Rurdi 98> u>)9|).1 9 p_uu.:l.o9| 2D p_u.uJLu.ug_w UdQ) 9 nikns ¢ ._5\.®|9>x5>| LSL®09.1.> 90 > |)
oly Lpis aS s,5,1S saib 9 03,0 Sdosgi sbeicl wl> Sl S)lsaulorw plai ccwl 05,5 (silaub Slas,ulub Wi> 9 )laiiwl
9 )Lw wLb.o.uJ p.-.u.ugo.s )| D)) Cu_,b PRI WVIA) aS ol )J)SLJ J.Jl)d\b ulgl.u.).o 9 LS\JLQ.\b ,anJ i) 9)9 |) wluwl wL&)
S Syl 393> WHgo gy 0Ly (S SU L 2ol 0L sLun Ulsas 9 SWS g 89 Soudd uu,u*s 9 ‘,oLw|u9> SS9y
n5)4|).g 9 @.&|9>u5>|J| Ui wusls Yow n5|).g 9 LS \SLJ akhsl> )| u.u| [Juvivy] o Ll nSL®>)9|w.u> ploi U |) p_uu.]l.hwg_w 9

3,8 S slicwl 9 A sy, 5l 1 Ol Ulgiswos suxly @ bi> aS cowl 0uui S> (ganc UL B3

SyS A

[1] Liliane Kandel et Francoise Picg,Le mythe des origines, a propos de la journée internationale des femmes
La Revue d’En face, n° 12, automne 1982,
http://www.archivesdufeminisme.fr/article.php3?id article=80%7C

[2]Temma Kaplan , On the socialist origins of International Women’s Day ,Feminist Studies 11, No. 1 (1985), pp. 163-
171. http://www.emancipatie.nl/ documenten/vvnl/doc/2006/KaplanSocialistOrigins.pdf
[3] http://www.un.org/en/events/womensday/history.shtml
[4] http://www.internationalwomensday.com/about.asp#.UwKvimKSy8A
[5] http://takebackhalloween.org/today-is-international-womens-day/
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