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General Meeting
Monday, March 16th (7:00 p.m.)
K-State Research and Extension office

11811 S. Sunset Dr., Olathe, KS

Beelines
By President Jessica Popp

Main Program: Marion Pierson M.D  FAAP - “Beekeeping, Honey, and Health”

Dr. Marion S. Pierson is a highly accomplished Board-Certified Pediatrician and Fellow of the American Acad-
emy of Pediatrics (FAAP) with over 25 years of experience practicing in the Kansas City area. She is known for 
her dedication to personalized care, community service, and environmental advocacy. She  is the founder and 

board president of MO Hives KC, a non-profit that converts vacant, blighted urban lots into honeybee farms to 
support community development, provide education, and promote urban agriculture.

Hello Beekeepers,

We’ve had two great classes so far this year and there are still two more 
to go. If you haven’t taken a class yet, or just need a refresher, please 
consider signing up for one of the Beginning Beekeeping Classes hap-
pening this month. You can find more information and register on our 
website.

Spring is just around the corner and the nice weather we’ve been hav-
ing is getting me excited. March is one of the most important times of 
the year for beekeeping. Did you know that we typically lose the most 
hives in March? Be sure to check on your hives and make sure they 
have adequate food resources available.

If some (or all) of your colonies have made it through the winter, now is the time to make a plan. Will you split them? 
What mite treatment will you use this season? How much supplemental feeding might they need? 

It’s not too late to order bees (packages, nucs, singles) or queens if you’re planning to expand or replace colonies this 
year, but time is running out. Be sure to place your orders as soon as possible. If you need help finding a reputable com-
pany, please ask the officers or other club members for recommendations as there are so many scams on Facebook.

I’m looking forward to seeing you all at the monthly meeting on Monday, March 16th at 7:00 PM. As a reminder, this 
will be our last meeting in Johnson County for a while. Beginning in April, we will return to meeting at the Douglas 
County Fairgrounds.
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 In a recent beekeeping class, 
the topic of relocating hives 
arose among a group of most-
ly second-year beekeepers. 
After spending a year in their 
initial hive locations, many 
decided it was time to move. 
This discussion highlighted 
the importance of thoughtful-
ly selecting hive placements, 
especially for first-year bee-
keepers.

When choosing a location for your hives, it’s essential to 
take the following factors into account:

•	 Sun Exposure: Hives positioned in full sunlight tend 
to have fewer varroa mites and small hive beetles. 
However, keep in mind that the angle of sunlight 
changes throughout the year. Trees with dense foliage 
in summer can cast shade that may affect your hives.

•	 Wind Protection: A natural windbreak, especially 
from the north, is beneficial. If none exists, consider 
creating one to shield your hives.

•	 Orientation: Hives facing east, southeast, or south are 
more productive. Morning sunlight hitting the landing 
board helps energize the bees early in the day.

•	 Accessibility: Ensure easy access for maintenance and 
honey harvesting. A well-drained location is vital to 
avoid standing water or frost pockets.

•	 Water Source: Proximity to a reliable water source, 
whether natural or artificial, is important.

•	 Forage Availability: This is the most crucial factor. 
Bees require diverse nectar and pollen sources free 
from pollutants to maintain good nutrition. Aim for 
an area with flowering plants across all three seasons 
of the honey production year. While no location is 
perfect, try to incorporate as many of these elements as 
possible.

2026 Meeting Dates
Mar 14th, Mar 21st Beginning Bee Classes
Mar 16th, Monthly Meeting
Apr 20th, Monthly Meeting
May 18th, Monthly Meeting

Regardless of your chosen new location, certain principles 
can facilitate a smooth transition:

•	 The Two Feet or Two Miles Rule: Bees navigate pri-
marily by the sun, with scent being a secondary aid. If 
you move a hive only 5-10 feet, returning foragers may 
become disoriented. A movement of two feet allows 
them to find their way back, though larger colonies 
may become agitated. To manage this, allow the hive 
to settle for about three days before moving it an 
additional two feet. Using a wagon or rolling cart can 
simplify this gradual process.

•	 Moving Over Two Miles: Preparation is key when relo-
cating hives two miles away. Bees typically forage with-
in a range of 1.5 to 2 miles. Moving hives this distance 
helps them reorient based on the sun’s angle. To ensure 
a smooth transition, secure the hive entrance the night 
before or early on the day of the move. Employ a win-
dow screen shaped like an “L” to allow airflow while 
keeping the bees contained. 

•	 Secure the Hive: Always strap the hive components 
together; relying solely on propolis is insufficient.

•	 Morning Moves: Conduct the move early in the 
morning. After placing the hives at their new location, 
check for level and then remove the screens to release 
the bees. Be cautious, as they may be agitated after the 
move.

•	 Myth: Blocking the hive entrance with grass or debris 
helps bees reorient. Truth: This method is ineffective. 
Bees rely on landmarks for navigation, but obstructing 
the entrance does not aid them.

•	 Truth: Bees can easily overheat, making ventilation 
crucial during longer moves. Never leave bees confined 
inside a hive or nuc box for extended periods. 

•	 Weather Considerations: Bees can be moved in 
inclement weather. If temperatures are low enough for 
clustering, short moves can be made without adhering 
to the two-foot rule, provided bees remain inside for 
three days. In very cold conditions, avoid moving a 

Ol’ Bee Gal
Becky Tipton
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Ask Quinby & Remi
    
Dear Remi and Quinby: My bees 
died over the winter- should I burn 
my equipment and get new? 

No! Brush out as many dead bees as you can. Take your 
frames and knock them on the side of the hive and try to 
knock out those bees. The more you can get out of there 
the less mold you’ll get on your equipment. The new bees 
that you add can clean up the rest. If you have honey and 
pollen you can reuse it for your new bees. 

If you have some damage from mice, you may choose to 
replace some of those frames and foundation. But clean 
off your bottom board and get your hive ready to receive 
your new bees!

Dear Remi and Quinby: My hive is very strong! I have 
some questions- should I feed them? Should I split 
them? Should I treat Varroa? Should I requeen?

You have several options: Remember the rule of thumb-
don’t feed unless you need to. If your hive has 6-8 frames 
of honey, you probably don’t need to feed. But if it has 
less than that you may choose to feed. If you want to split 
your hive, you may choose to feed to build them up. 

To split your hive, you’ll want to count your frames of 
brood and leave the equivalent of 3 frames of brood 
(during the first 2 weeks of April) and then you can take 
the rest and add a new queen and there you have it- a 
new hive of bees. You know, if you do not do this, you 
can risk the chance that your hive will swarm. A real-
ly strong hive in April cannot be controlled with other 
methods. If you do not want more hives, you can sell 
some frames of brood or get a friend involved in bee-
keeping and you can sell them a nuc. 

Varroa? You know Joli is rolling her eyes, thinking you 
need to do a test! Check your mite levels and treat if 
needed. It is best to get your mites under control as early 

colony, as disrupting the cluster may lead to freezing.

This guidance ensures that beekeepers can successfully 
relocate their hives while minimizing stress for the bees.

in the spring as you can.  This can determine how well 
your hives will do the rest of the year. Now is the time to 
prepare your hives to make it through this season and on 
to next year!

Requeening? It’s up to you. But for the last two years Joli 
and Cecil have requeened every hive, every year. They have 
found that they have less swarming and less hives that die 
the next winter and less supersedure of the queens. They 
have just felt that their hives have been more successful. 
If you have a queen you don’t want to kill, start a resource 
hive to keep for emergency use.

Dear Remi and Quinby: This is the end of my first year of 
beekeeping and I’m headed into the second year, do you 
have any advice for me?

It’s all about education! Come to the open teaching api-
aries. Come to the meetings. Come to the Funday. Don’t 
think that you know it all because you don’t, beekeeping 
is always in a state of flux; different products being intro-
duced, research to help you be successful. There’s so much 
to learn. Also, networking with other beekeepers is essen-
tial to your success!  

Joli thinks that spring is the most joyous time to work the 
bees. Working your hives, cleaning it up, reversing hive 
bodies, splitting hives, requeening, and watching your hive 
grow into a hive that produces honey and wax.
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Register through our Sign-up Genius platform at www.nekba.org  
Dates and times may change. 

We appreciate it when you sign up online on our Sign-up Genius 
so we can notify you of any changes or cancellations

 https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054DA9A72CA2FAC70-62509815-open 
(please choose texting option).

Watch our Facebook page and the Buzzer for any “Pop-ups” to include releasing queens, feed-
ing, treating for varroa, removing honey from the hives and extracting. We have extra beekeeper jackets and gloves but 

if you have beekeeping clothing, please bring it. We will be going through some hives and talking about what you should 
be doing now in your own colonies. We will also answer your questions about your hives. 

	⬢ Equalize hives to minimize swarming; brood from healthy hives may be transferred to a weaker colony. Food frames could also be 
shared. WARNING: never move frames unless you know where your queen is. Find the queen first. Never make an exception to this 
rule.

	⬢ You should have several frames of brood in your hives now. If you don’t, then you have a problem. It may be your queen or there 
aren’t enough nurse bees to take care of the brood. The queen won’t lay more eggs than the workers can care for or keep warm.

	⬢ Scrape off your bottom board. 

	⬢ Check the level of your hives, they should tip slightly forward.

	⬢ Check colonies for food-if they need food, feed. If they have food-don’t feed unless you want to make some splits or increases-if you 
feed too much it encourages swarming. Know what your plan is for your hives before you take actions that have consequences. Bad 
weather can limit foraging opportunities for your bees. Feed 1:1 sugar syrup (by weight) to stimulate brood rearing -this translates to 
1- 4 lb. bag of sugar to ½ gallon of hot water.

	⬢ Check pollen stores, usually pollen is on the 2nd frame in on both sides-the outside frame is usually honey and the next frame in is 
usually pollen.

	⬢ Evaluate your brood patterns to decide if you need to requeen your hive.

	⬢ If you plan to treat for varroa mite, it is best to treat early when you have lower bee populations

	⬢ Replace any old or damaged comb-specifically any comb that has been damaged by mice.

Tips for March

2026 Open Teaching Apiary Dates and Information

Open Teaching Apiary - Pendleton’s Country Market
1446 E 1850 Rd. Lawrence KS 

Sunday, March 22nd 2:00-4:00 (weather dependent) 
Saturday, April 4th 1:00-3:00
Sunday, April 12th 2:00-4:00
Monday, April 20th 5:00-6:30 (Before general meeting)
Sunday, May 3rd 2:00-4:00
Saturday, May 9th - 10am-12pm
Sunday, May 17th 2:00-4:00 (Midwestern Beekeepers Event)
Monday, May 18th 6:00-8:30 (General Meeting at the hives!) 
	 Time may change- watch the Buzzer and website
Monday, June 15 5:00-6:30 (Before general meeting)

Open Teaching Apiary- Spring Hill KS
19201 S Clare Rd., Spring Hill KS

Joli Winer and Cecil Sweeney will hold Open Teaching 
Apiaries at their home.  To register call or text 913-593-
3562. 

2nd Tuesday of the month from 5pm-6:30pm.
April 14, May 12, June 9, July 14, August 11, September 8, 
October 13.  

Please bring your beekeeping clothing- we do have some 
extra, if needed.

https://www.nekba.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C054DA9A72CA2FAC70-62509815-open
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This month I think it’s a good time to talk about pollen. 
On February 10th, I observed my honey bees gathering 
nectar and pollen from my Ozark Witch-hazel. It was a 
nice day, around 60 degrees. The next day, the Silver Maple 
blooms opened producing yellow pollen. That became the 
focus of foragers. A few days later, the bees were filling 
pollen baskets with yellowish-grey pollen from elm trees. 
It may not be officially spring until March 20th, but our 
bees are not waiting to begin spring build up.

The first week of March is typically when Red Maples, 
Wild Plums, and Apricots bloom. Following close be-
hind will be Weeping Willows, the native shrub willows, 
and Pussy Willows. `While male willow catkins produce 
a highly nutritious yellow pollen, both male and female 
catkins produce nectar. Red Maples also produce yellow 
pollen while Apricots produce yellowish-brown pollen.
Crabapple trees are great sources of nectar and green-
ish-yellow pollen, they will also start blooming around the 
third week of March. 

Henbit, with unusual 
reddish-purple pollen,                                                                                                                                         
and Dandelions, with 
bright orange pol-
len, can start making 
their appearances in 
mid-March. While 
dandelion pollen isn’t 
very nutritious, it is 
abundant. By April 1st, 
Henbit and Dandelions 
will be in peak bloom 
and vexing homeown-
er’s associations.
	
Recently I have been 
searching for answers to questions I have regarding the 
connection between pollen, nutrition, and honey bees. 
Beekeepers realize the importance of pollen. Foragers 
bringing in pollen and nectar encourages the queen to lay 
eggs while developing larvae require an ample supply of 
pollen. 

Rusty Burlew, an American Bee Journal magazine colum-
nist, makes this confusing topic easier to understand. In 
a May 1, 2018, article entitled, “So Much Pollen, So Little 

Nutrition”, Rusty explains some of the mysteries of pollen. 
The honey bee requires protein, fats, lipids, vitamins, and 
the critical amino acids that pollen supplies. 

Like humans, honey bees can convert protein to amino 
acids. Depending on the plant species, protein content 
can vary between 2.5%-61%. That is quite a variance in 
quality. The go-to answer seems to be providing a variety 
of different pollen sources. This increases the honey bees’ 
odds of collecting high quality protein and amino acids.  
Knowing this, we can understand why many migratory 
beekeepers worry about unhealthy bees after spending 
two or three weeks in the almond groves of California. 
Growers have created almond groves in an unnatural en-
vironment. We are fortunate in NE KS that we have a wide 
variety of floral sources. 

The publication, Honey Bee Nutrition, by the Honey Bee 
Health Coalition, states that unlike pollen, commercial 
diet patties are not stored in the colonies. “In addition, 
commercial diets are eaten by a proportion of the adult 
honey bees in a hive, and these patties are not directly fed 
to the larvae.”  In short, feeding supplemental pollen pat-
ties doesn’t assist in brood rearing. Pollen patties are also 
very attractive to small hive beetles. 

Learn more at  
HBHC Nutrition Guide to Supplemental Feeding

March is an excellent time to plant fruit trees. Apples, 
cherries, apricots, plums, and peaches are all very good 
sources of nectar and nutritious pollen. These fruit trees 
bloom in March and April during spring colony build up.

You might find the following events and plant sales inter-
esting:

Douglas County Extension Master Gardeners
Big Ideas Garden Show

This event will be at the Douglas County Fairgrounds, Sat-
urday, March 21, 9am-3pm. Featured will be educational 
booths, demonstrations, guest speakers, workshops, a 
kid’s corner, food trucks, and vendors. Bring your gar-
dening questions for the Master Gardener Hotline staff to 
answer. Visit https://dgemgks.org/ for further details.

Honey Plants
Jo Patrick, Honey Plants Chairman

Henbit

https://honeybeehealthcoalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/HBHC-Honey-Bee-Nutrition-Guide-Supplementary-Feeding-Guide-2024.pdf
https://dgemgks.org/
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Deep Roots KC - Native plant sale

Saturday, April 11, 10am-2pm, at the Anita Gorman Con-
servation Discovery Center. Missouri Wildflowers will be 
there too. They are a wonderful source of native plants and 
seeds. 

Learn more at www.deeprootskc.org 

The Paola Spring Plant Sale 

April 23, 24, and 25th. This year the sale is planned for in-
doors at the Miami County Fairgrounds, Building #2, 401 
Wallace Park Dr., Paola, KS. This sale features a wide selec-
tion of garden plants, butterfly host plants, native perenni-
als, annuals and more. Hours vary so check for additional 
information at www.maraisdescygnes.ksu.edu

Overland Park Arboretum Botanical Garden Plant Sale 

Another large plant sale will be on April 23-26th at the 
Overland Park Arboretum Botanical Garden, 8909 W 
179th St, Overland Park, KS 66013. The sale usually fea-
tures a large selection of annuals, perennials, garden veg-
etables, etc. Johnson County Extension Master Gardeners 
will be available to answer questions. 

Wyandotte County Extension Master Gardeners 
Annual plant sale 

May 1st and 2nd in the Wildcat Room of the WyCo Ex-
tension Office, 1200 N. 79th St., KCK. This sale will fea-
ture annuals, herbs, and perennials grown by the Master 
Gardeners.

Grassland Heritage Foundation Native Plant Sale 

This will be at Trinity Episcopal Church, 1101 Vermont 
St., Lawrence, KS, May 16th, 10am-1pm. The GHF Native 
Plant Sale raises funds for this non-profit organization to 
continue their important work in maintaining, planting, 
and preserving prairie lands. For best selection attend ear-
ly. Discover more at www.grasslandheritage.org

2026 Beekeeping Classes
Kristi Sanderson, Special Events Coordinator (classes) 

March 14th	
Wyandotte County Extension Office, KCKS
[Click for Course Outline]

March 21st
Johnson County Extension Office, Olathe KS
[Click for Course Outline]

The Beginning Beekeeping Class

To register and pay for classes visit 
https://nekba.square.site/classes

Each Beginning Beekeeping class is a single day event.  
This class is recommended for anyone in their first 1-3 
years of beekeeping. There is always something new to 
learn and we’ll try to present best practice beekeeping 

for our area.

http://www.deeprootskc.org  
http://www.maraisdescygnes.ksu.edu
http://www.grasslandheritage.org
https://nebula.wsimg.com/a258fc515ca883d2de3b0306fdb1216a?AccessKeyId=455B741CCF08919D85FF&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nebula.wsimg.com/8bf9c6ccdfb4f7440036ef3fde059750?AccessKeyId=455B741CCF08919D85FF&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
https://nekba.square.site/classes
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2026 Funday and Queen Rearing Day
Joli Winer & Milisa Suckow,  Special Events Coordinators (Funday)

Queen Rearing Day!
One of the most powerful ways to elevate your beekeeping skills is to learn how to raise your own queens. 

Dr. David Peck and David Burns bring years of hands-on queen-rearing experience to guide you step by step through 
the process. You’ll learn firsthand how to select superior stock, graft larvae, build and manage starter and finishing hives, 
and understand the essential biology behind successful queen rearing.

Date:  Friday, June 5th, 2026
Time:  9am – 3pm
Location:  Dreher Building, Douglas County Fairgrounds, 2120 Harper St. Lawrence, KS  66046
Cost:  $100, includes boxed lunch and beverage
What to Bring: Veil or bee jacket

Registration is limited to 40 participants, so don’t wait, register now!  You need one year of beekeeping experience and 
be at least 12 years of age (with a registered adult).

Click on the following link or URL to get registered for Queen Rearing Day!  
https://square.link/u/LsO9QYKn

2026 Funday  
Join us for a day of beekeeping education and hands-on interactive sessions! Featuring expert guest speakers, an open 
teaching apiary, and value-added talks. Our interactive sessions are designed to help you grow your beekeeping skills 
with hands-on learning and real conversation. These aren’t just lectures, you’ll have the chance to ask questions, share 
experiences, and work through real-world hive situations alongside experienced beekeepers.  Enjoy lunch and honey ice 
cream!

Our Key Note Address will be presented by David Burns, “Critical Thinking”.

Our Presentations

•	 Honey Bee Microscopy – Dr. Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Bee-Friendly Policy & Advocacy Training for Beekeepers – Dr. Judy Wu-Smart
•	 Overview of the American Honey Institute and Their Testing Programs Underway – Brian P. McCornack, PhD 
•	 Hive Technology – Matt Brandes
•	 Creamed Honey – Buck Bradley
•	 Swarms – Tim Gogolski
•	 The Beekeeper’s First Year – Jess Popp
•	 Stay tuned, more will be announced soon!
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Evening Presentation & Dinner

“Beekeeping in Jordan” – Prof. Mohammed

Highlighting local beekeeping practices, key challenges, and the importance of honey bees in Jordanian agriculture. She 
will also discuss bee products (including honey, pollen, propolis, royal jelly, and beeswax), their importance, and practi-
cal methods for producing them.

We will also have a Photo Contest & Hive Painting Contest again this year.

Date:  Saturday, June 6th, 2026
Time:  8am – 5pm, plus an Evening Program
Location:  Douglas County Fairgrounds, 2120 Harper St. Lawrence, KS  66046
Cost:  $50, Youth (6-18 yrs) $15;  additional $20 fee for the Evening Presentation & Dinner 

Click on the following link or URL to get registered for Funday!
https://square.link/u/fgd6dv8V

Parking your RV or travel trailers will be allowed on the Douglas County Fairgrounds.  There are sixteen sites that have 
electricity (30 amps & 50 amps each), NO water, parked on gravel, and the cost is $15 per night.  There are eight sites 
that do NOT have electricity or water, parked on dirt/grass and there is no cost for these sites.  You will need to make 
reservations for the sites.  

Contact Paige Vannicola at pvannicola@dgcoks.gov and provide her your arrival date and departure date.  She will send 
you an electronic invoice that will need to be paid by credit card.  If you have questions for Paige, she can also be reached 
by telephone at 785-832-5296.

We have reserved a block of rooms at Holiday Inn Express for Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights, $139 per night.  
The hotel is located at 3411 S. Iowa St, Lawrence.  Telephone number is 785-749-7555.  The World Cup teams and visi-
tors will be in the Kansas City area, including Lawrence, during this time frame so hotels may book up earlier or prices 
may be increased so we encourage you to make your plans earlier than usual this year.  If you call in the code is Bee 
Keepers Meeting.  The URL Link: Beekeepers Meeting

Our interactive sessions

•	 Inspecting Your Hive and how to Accomplish It All In 12 Minutes – David Burns In addition to learning how to in-
spect your hive, will include mite sampling, lighting a smoker, and hive tool manipulation for new beekeepers. Items 
to bring: veil, bee jacket, smoker (if you want to practice.)

•	 Soap Making – Joli Winer, limited to 25 participants, age 12+ (with a registered adult), please select this class at time 
of registration.

•	 Making Splits – Kristi Sanderson
•	 Stay tuned, more will be announced soon!

https://square.link/u/fgd6dv8V
mailto:pvannicola%40dgcoks.gov?subject=
https://www.ihg.com/redirect?path=rates&brandCode=EX&localeCode=en&regionCode=1&hotelCode=LWRII&checkInDate=04&checkInMonthYear=052026&checkOutDate=07&checkOutMonthYear=052026&_PMID=99801505&GPC=BKM&cn=no&adjustMonth=false&showApp=true&monthIndex=00
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Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Assoc. Enrollment for 2026 
Please include your selection and contact information below 

 

2026 Year-2 & Bee-Yond Class              
(Feb.21, Saturday-Olathe, KS location) 

    Name(s) of those attending: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

2026 Bee-ginning Beekeeping Class   
(Feb.14, Saturday – Lawrence, KS location)                             

    Name(s) of those attending: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

2026 Bee-ginning Beekeeping Class 
(Mar.14, Saturday-Kansas City, KS location)                             

    Name(s) of those attending: 

____________________________________ 

 

2026 Bee-ginning Beekeeping Class 
(Mar.21, Saturday – Olathe, KS location)                             

    Name(s) of those attending: 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Class registrations include annual NEKBA 
membership and delivery of the monthly 
newsletter via email.  

Your contact information: 

Name:________________________________________ 

Address:______________________________________ 

City, State:____________________________________ 

Phone:_______________________________________ 

Email:________________________________________ 

Enrollment at www.nekba.org  via PAYPAL 
and at  https://nekba.square.site . 

Credit or debit bank cards accepted. 
Questions?:    Kristi Sanderson Email: 

sandersonk09@gmail.com   Phone: 913-768-4961 

Starting year 2-&-Beyond 

This class is for you. Requeen, making splits, 
maintaining healthy hives. Anyone having hives 
less than 5 years will learn valuable information. 

February 21, 2026. Johnson County 
Extension Office – Olathe, KS  11811 S 
Sunset Dr, Olathe, KS 

               X $50 each =  ______________________ 

Beginning Bee Classes – three opportunities! 
Everything you need to know to get started in 

beekeeping in NE Kansas- BEST PRACTICES for our 
area. Excellent for newer beekeepers with 3 years 

of experience or less. 
1) February 14, 2026   Douglas County 
Fairgrounds  2110 Harper St, Lawrence, KS                                                                                            

                X $50  each =_______________________ 

Or 2) March 14, 2026,  Wyandotte County 
Extension Office – Kansas City, KS 1216 N 
79th St, Kansas City, KS                                  

                X $50  each =_______________________ 

Or 3) March 21, 2026,  Johnson County 
Extension Office – Olathe, KS  11811 S 
Sunset Dr, Olathe, KS 

                X $50  each =_______________________ 

             Total Submitted _____________________ 

 

Complete print form & mail check payment to:                       
NEKBA, Attn Robert Burns, Treasurer                     
7601 W. 54th Ter., Shawnee Mission, KS 66202 
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NORTHEASTERN KS BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOC. 2026 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
NAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE              ZIP+4
PHONE EMAIL ADDRESS
I would like to receive the newsletter, The Buzzer, by email Yes No

Membership Northeastern KS Beekeepers per year (July-Dec. $12.50) $25.00
Additional family members wanting voting rights $1.00 per person $1.00
Additional family member’s name
(Youth Membership (18 years of age or under) $12.50
Membership for Kansas Honey Producers Association $25.00
American Bee Journal (discounted rate through association) 1 Year $33.25
Bee Culture Magazine (or subscribe online at www.BeeCulture.com) 1 Year $40.00 
Scholarship / Military/Veteran’s Appr. Donation

Total
Make checks payable to: NEKBA or Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Assn.
Mail to: Robert Burns, 7601 W 54th Terr., Shawnee Mission, KS 66202 ph. 913-481-3504, rburnshoney@gmail.com 
You may join, re-new, register, donate and pay online at www.nekba.org

MARKETPLACE

MENTORING-SWEET PRAIRIE HONEY
Need help with your hives? -Spring inspections, installing packages, making splits, queen evaluation, diagnosis of pests 
and diseases, mite monitoring and treatment, etc.  I can help you with your beekeeping needs! I am a certified master 
beekeeper with 30+ years of beekeeping experience. I will leave you with a written course of action after our session 
at your hives. Call or text 913-768-4961 or email Kristi Sanderson at sandersonk09@gmail.com for pricing and ap-
pointment times.

BEEKEEPERS.COM
Beekeepers.com (Jordy’s Honey Company) in Lenexa, KS. Beekeepers.com is your only local full-service beekeeping 
store. We carry a full line of Beekeeping Supplies, Protective Clothing, Bottles, Bee Packages, Nucs and Queens. Visit 
our website Beekeepers.com, to view our entire line of beekeeping supplies. You can also shop in-person at our store 
in Lenexa. We ship queens directly to YOU! Order at QueenBees.com. Queens available March - October. Our hours 
are Monday-Friday 9:00-4:00, Saturday 9:00-12:00. You can find our honey at The Overland Park Farmers Market.  
Robert Hughes, 14054 W 107th St, Lenexa, KS 66215, 913-681-5777 or email Info@Beekeepers.com 

COTTIN’S HARDWARE & RENTAL
Cottin’s stocks a full line of beekeeping equipment year-round including items manufactured by Harvest Lane Hon-
ey, Little Giant, and Bug Baffler. Products include hives, supers, frames, foundations, extractors, tools, and protective 
apparel. We also stock a full line of Home Brewing Mead Making supplies. Located in Lawrence, KS at 1832 Massa-
chusetts Street (South of Dillon’s). We are open Monday - Friday 7:30 am - 6:00 pm, Saturday 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, and 
Sunday 10:00 am - 5:00 pm. You can follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter. Call us at 785-843-2981 or email us 
at hardware@sunflower.com 

https://www.BeeCulture.com
mailto:sandersonk09%40gmail.com?subject=Mentoring
https://Beekeepers.com
https://Beekeepers.com
mailto:Info%40Beekeepers.com?subject=
mailto:hardware%40sunflower.com?subject=
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CEDAR RIDGE BEES

5 Frame Nucs for Sale. We are your local Premier Bee Products Dealer specializing in plastic foundation made entirely 
in the U.S.A. We sell bucket feeders and other bee equipment. Call or text Philip Knaus at 785-581-4216 or contact us 
at cedarridgebeehives@gmail.com - Check out our bees and products at www.cedarridgebees.com Cedar Ridge Bees 
585 N 500 Rd, Overbrook, KS 66524. 

T CREEK BEES AND HONEY – Tecumseh/Berryton, KS

Tecumseh Creek winds its way through the home yard lending its name to the brand. Located between Lawrence and 
Topeka, T Creek offers 5-frame nucs, online honey sales, custom honey packing, wholesale delivery to the Topeka / 
Lawrence area, 5-gallon buckets of honey, and drop-shipping wholesale service to rural grocery stores and agritour-
ism destinations. Visit www.tcreekbees.com  Email: tcreekbees@gmail.com or find the bees on Facebook. Order 2026 
5-frame nucs by visiting the website and completing the nuc order form. Owner: Tim Urich. LLC in the State of Kansas 
and licensed by Kansas Dept of Ag.

Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping, Third Edition 
Dewey M. Caron and Lawrence John Connor, $90 postage included. 

This book should stay on the dashboard of every beekeeper’s truck. It’s that good, and that necessary.  Kim Flottum, 
Bee Culture. This comprehensive textbook easily replaces many beginner books while adding comprehensive details 

of bee biology essential to becoming a successful beekeeper and student of the honey bee. First 
released in 1999, Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping is widely accepted as a major textbook of 
Apiculture (beekeeping). Beekeepers and bee clubs use it to teach other beekeepers. Universi-
ties use it to teach college students bee biology and beekeeping. It concentrates on the ‘why’, 
‘how’ and ‘when’ of beekeeping. It explains bee and beekeeping basics in a manner meaningful 
to people who lack an extensive back-ground in biology. Yet it is not over-simplified, and pro-
vides a meaningful source of beekeeping information for the informed beekeeper. The Third 
Edition has been carefully edited, updated and expanded to 480 pages. New chapters have been 
added, as have colorful new graphics and photographs. The Glossary has also been expanded. 
Wicwas Press LLC Kalamazoo, MI 49001 - www.wicwas.com 

The Association does not endorse nor evaluate the advertisements, products, or services offered in the Buzzer.

SUBSCRIBE TO A MONTHLY BEE MAGAZINE.  STAY INFORMED.
Use the links to subscribe directly. 

Annual subscription rates under $6 per month for both! 
This is fantastic information right at your fingertips. As part of your beekeeping 
experience, it’s important to be up-to-date with the trends in bee biology, honey 

processing, the industry, and much more! 
Bee Culture Magazine (link) American Bee Journal (link)

mailto:cedarridgebeehives%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.tcreekbees.com
mailto:tcreekbees%40gmail.com?subject=
https://www.wicwas.com
https://www.beeculture.com/
https://americanbeejournal.com/


Meeting
Monday, March 16th, 2026 - Johnson County Extension Office

Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers Association	
Robert Burns, Treasurer
7601 W 54th Terr
Shawnee Mission, KS 66202-1129

Address Service Requested

The Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’ Association
	 Membership is open to anyone interested in bees or bee culture. Dues are $25.00 per calendar year (December 
31-December 31) for the first in the family joining. Those joining in July or later in the year may pay $12.50 for ½ year. 
Additional members of a family wanting voting privileges shall be assessed dues at $1.00 per year. Youth memberships (18 
years of age and younger) are $12.50 per year.  Please submit new memberships and renewals to the treasurer or on-line 
at www.nekba.org.
	 The Bee Buzzer is the official publication of the Northeastern Kansas Beekeepers’ Association, Inc. and is published 
monthly. Commercial ads are accepted in the newsletter for a fee; non-commercial ads by paid members are accepted & 
are free.
	 The library of the association is free to all members. Books may be checked out at the meetings and kept for a peri-
od of 30 days. The bee publications, The American Bee Journal and Bee Culture can be subscribed to through the treasurer 
or on-line. The American Bee Journal is offered at a discount through the Association only.
	 The Association meets each month, generally on the third Monday at 7:00 p.m. except during the months of 
January and July. This is a non-profit organization; elected officers serve without pay.  Everyone is invited to attend the 
meetings.  Check The Bee Buzzer or website at www.nekba.org each month for the actual date, time, and location. If the 
weather is bad, call an officer or check the website to find out if the meeting will be held or canceled.

2026 Officers
President:  Jessica Popp-Mullen  twohiveshoneyco@gmail.com 816-804-5972

1st VP (Program Chair):    Yana MaGruder yana.magruder@gmail.com 707-889-4740

2nd VP (Librarian):   Michael Hewitt garlicranch69@gmail.com 785.230.0827

3rd VP (Honey Plants): Jo Patrick waterworksparkhoney@gmail.com 913-645-8497

Secretary:    Elaine Ellenz elaineellenz@gmail.com 913-515-1607

Treasurer:    Robert Burns rburnshoney@gmail.com 913-481-3504

Youth Scholarship Chair:    Jim Putnam jimputnam996@gmail.com 785-917-0384

Military/Veteran Appr. Liaison:   Buck Bradley buckusmc00@hotmail.com 785-248-1005

Editor:  Nick Bretz nick.bretz@gmail.com 816-739-4146

         Special Events Coordinators

Pos #1: Beekeeper Classes: Kristi Sanderson sandersonk09@gmail.com 913-768-4961

Pos #2: Bee FunDay Co-Chair:  Joli Winer heartlandhoneyks@gmail.com 913-856-8356

              Bee FunDay Co-Chair:   Milisa Suckow milisasuckow@gmail.com 816-820-7923

Web Support  Robert Burns rburnshoney@gmail.com 913-481-3504

Visit on-line at www.nekba.org.   Save time.  Join, re-new, or register.

https://www.nekba.org
http://www.nekba.org
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