AUGUST TRINITY TOPICS 2021
From Pastor Ann Marie
A Thank You Note
“We always thank God for all of you, and continually mention you in our prayers.
We remember before God our Father your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2-3)
“St Paul opens letters with thanksgiving and rejoicing. Paul closes letters with thanksgiving
and rejoicing. He rejoices in what God has done. He rejoices in salvation. He gives thanks
for the work of the Spirit. He gives thanks for the church people and the ministry they are
doing for Christ. Paul teaches, he encourages, he diagnoses, he blasts, he charms, he rants,
he sings powerfully and poetically about what a Christian life can be. But Paul always thanks
people. He always thanks God.” (Martha Grace Reese, Unbinding the Heart)
With these two excerpts in mind, I want to thank all of you who are reading this. You are
taking a moment or two to see what your church community (and I) have to say to you this
month. In the midst of a busy world and other demands on your time and energy, you are
making your spiritual life a priority.
Trinity is a place where beautiful people respond to God’s call, and also listen to one another.
Like Paul says, we live in faith: Trinity believes that God provides abundantly. Trinity labors
in love: as Paul says, without love, we would be no more than a clanging cymbal. And because
of Trinity’s great hope, we endure whatever trials may come our way as our lives are
constantly changing.
This is cause to give thanks to one another liberally and generously for all that we do for each
other. It is also reason to thank God for all of you. Let’s rejoice in what God is doing in our
midst! Hallelujah!

With gratitude and joy,
Pastor Ann Marie Winters

Warden's World
I am sure that most of you are aware that Trinity Troy is part of a larger organization. The
next level of the Episcopal ladder is the Diocese of Southern Ohio, located in Cincinnati. Trinity
pays an assessment monthly to the Diocese and we are under the authority of the bishop, as
such we are entitled to participate in the business of the Diocese. While we mostly continue to
function as our local parish, what happens in Cincinnati can and does have substantial influence
of our existence.
On July 17, 2021, a special session of the 146th Convention was called for the purpose of
electing the Rt. Rev. Wayne Smith to serve as provisional bishop in Southern Ohio beginning
August 15, 2021. A provisional bishop has the same ecclesiastical authority and status as a
diocesan bishop but serves for a time-limited period. For those of you who know about
parishes, a diocesan bishop is like a rector, while a provisional bishop is like a priest-in-charge.
That action was approved at the special session.
Anyone interested in more information about Bishop Smith can find his background on the
Diocesan website, episcopaliansinconnection.org.
Then in a surprise ceremony at Christ Church Cathedral on July 25, 2021, Acting Bishop in
Southern Ohio, the Rt. Rev. Kenneth Price, Jr was named Honorary Canon of the cathedral by
Interim Dean the Rev. Canon Jason Leo. It seems as if Bishop Price will never be able to move
on and enjoy an actual retirement.
You may be aware that Trinity’s good friend and ally, Canon Jason Leo, interim Dean of Christ
Church Cathedral will end his tenure in order to assume the position of Provost of the Cathedral
in Miami Florida. The chairs continue to move around the deck; our prayers and blessings are
with each of them.
I also note that the upcoming 147th Convention to be held on November 13, 2021, will once
again be conducted via Zoom. Your delegates are Susan and myself as well as Dave and Carole
Cobb.

Be Safe, Be Well, We Love You,
Jim
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A Note From Deacon Stephanie
Dear Parish Family,
In January of 2020 I was diagnosed with Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia. I currently am not
receiving treatment and may not ever need treatment. I do, however, have symptoms. The
most common symptom with CLL is fatigue. Also, since CLL is a disease of the white blood
cells I have a limited immune response to invaders that cause illness or disease. My vaccine
response was low. I am at greater risk for all infections, especially and including Covid.
During the Pandemic lock down, forced and chosen, I have also become debilitated.
I have had difficulty getting through the services physically. I know that some people have
noticed and some have talked with me. This prompted me to reach out to Bishop Price
regarding my health and my Diaconate.
The result of my discussion with him is that I will be taking a "Medical Sabbatical". I will
touch base with him in 3 months with a health update. I will not be doing any Deacon duties
during that time, teleconference or otherwise. I would like to be put on the prayer list and I
welcome contact.
Trinity is my home church with or without Deacon duties. I will continue with my Ministry as
a Deacon interacting with my Deacon community and being a Deacon in all areas of my
life. We will see where I am in 3 months. We will see where Covid is in 3 months.
I will update you after I speak with the Bishop again in 3 months.
Thanks,
Deacon Stephanie

3

ON SUNDAY: AUGUST 22 — Morning Worship
For all those students and teachers going back to school —
We will have a special blessing and a prayer to take home.
Please bring your backpacks to worship and place them at
the altar before the service begins.

ON SUNDAY: SEPTEMBER 5 —
Worship will return to our 10:30 am service time on September 5.
We will also celebrate “FREEDOM SUNDAY” on the 5th.
Labor Day weekend is the perfect occasion to hold a Freedom Sunday —
In honor of all those who work, and to raise awareness about Human Trafficking in
Ohio, we will welcome Sheila Crane from Abolition Ohio who will give our message
that day.
We plan to have a table of information, and to hold a Q & A with Sheila during the
coffee hour. More information will be included in the September edition of Trinity
Topics.

Dates to Note!
AUGUST HOUR OF PRAYER
Would you like to pray for the needs of our parish, neighborhoods, and community?
Join us for an hour of intercession. Pastor Ann Marie will also give a brief bible teaching.
This is held once a month and is part of the Prayer Partners ministy which meets monthly.

This month we meet on Monday, August 23 from 7-8 pm
(Please note time change!)

Prayer lists can be found in the ambulatory.

HILDEGARD BINGEN COURSE
We will not meet in August due to vacation schedules. We have three modules left to discuss,
and we will resume on Thursday, September 2nd from 6-7 pm via zoom.
We have especially enjoyed Hildegard’s music and art, as well as her contributions as a
mystic, scientist, prophet, reformer, feminist, and more.
If you would like to join in, please contact Pastor Ann Marie for the zoom links to view the
module on your own and join in the discussion on September 2.
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Summary of the Book,
“The Post Quarantine Church”
By Thom S Rainer

In his most recent book (published in 2020), Rainer gives a description of “six urgent challenges
and opportunities that will determine the future of American congregations.”
1) The people are the church; the church is not the building. Consider ways to gather differently and
better.
2) A second challenge is to seize the opportunity to reach the digital world—it is a mission field,
where we can interact with those who are not ready or able to enter a church building.
3) Over the past two hundred years, the vast majority of churches were started for a specific
community. Reconnect with the people in the community near your church.
4) Prayer is a vehicle to rediscover your church’s purpose. Take prayer to a new and powerful level.
5) Rainer asks us to reflect on whether we are using our church facilities to the best of our ability?
How can we use them more effectively?
6) We are entering a new era. The pace of change has been dramatic; take deliberate, visible
action steps, and increase communication. Get allies and align with the future.
This book is an easy read that concludes with nine key changes:
1) The quarantine slowed us down; Do not allow your church to get too busy; keep focused on your
ministry priorities.
2) Only outwardly focused churches will survive; we need to make focused intentional efforts to
reach our communities.
3) Worship gatherings will be small; some large churches will have multiple smaller services.
4) The “multi” movement means that gatherings may be multiplied (i.e., in multiple spaces or,
different language groups or, different times, etc).
5) Staff and resources will be allocated to more digital technology.
6) Entire new strategies will be developed to reach an emerging group of unchurched folks.
7) Church leaders will develop strategies that will make digital worship services effective for those
who cannot attend, and online giving will continue.
8) Church leaders will be trained in areas that they did not learn in Seminary or Bible College.
9) Some pastors will fill roles at new church sites, venues, and church campuses that need their
theological expertise, while lead positions will be occupied by leaders prepared for the changing
world.
Rev. Ann Marie Winters
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IN THE WORKS . . .
Technology Updates
We are live-streaming our Sunday worship service on Facebook and posting it
on the website following the service. When we can subscribe to the “Restream”
service, you will also be able to view us on YouTube.
Sound system upgrades:
Since we have been enjoying a large variety of beautiful instrumental music, many of
us have noticed the need for a more adequate sound system. We have been able to
replace our lapel mic, and purchase a new wireless mic and stand. With these three
items, we will be able to capture the beauty of the instrumental music, our singers, and
the children’s sermon as well. The vestry moved to make these improvements, and to clean-up
the wiring in the sound board which had been patched together over the years. The cost was
$925.
Over the next few months, we will be using tools offered by our Diocese to
redesign our website at no cost to Trinity. The new website will contain more
pictures and will be capable of links for not only Facebook, but also YouTube,
a Pastor’s blog, a new church calendar, and more. We will keep your posted!

Little Library Updates
The Little Library IS NOW INSTALLED AND LOCATED at the northeast corner close to the area
where you would enter the north parking lot from Dorset.
The library has been registered.
Our charter number is 117750.
We can be found on the map at https://littlefreelibrary.org/ourmap/
To search on the map you can use our charter number 117750)
or our zip code, which will also bring up other Little Libraries in Troy.
A book plate about Trinity Church is placed inside each book. Monetary
donations for the purchase of books may be made to Trinity
(with a notation of “Little Free Library”).
If you are interested in joining a group to help collect and sort donated books, suggest books for
purchase, and keep the library box stocked, please contact Mary Siegel. Thank you to all who have
already donated books.

Building and Grounds Updates
Building and Maintenance and repair:
A proposal has been accepted to reglaze the skylight to avoid more leaks.
Work should begin sometime this summer.

Diocesan Energy Efficient Grant:
Our Diocese offers a grant ($10,000) for energy efficiency
improvements in church facilities in the Diocese.
Building and Grounds is evalutating the best use for this possiblity of a grant.
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News To Know
Birthdays

Anniversaries

Bill Woryk, 8/15; Brenda Sleeper, 8/19,
Hayley David, 8/22; Alicia Campbell , 8/27,
Robert Schmidt, 8/30; John Weikle, 8/30;
Dan and Joan Swank, 8/23; George and
Joanie Gutermuth, 8/25; Bob and Kimberly
Schmidt, 8/28

Summer Worship 9:30 am
Fellowship in the Parish Hall following the service.

New Member Committee:
The committee met virtually with the “Out of the Box” mentoring team, a group that was
initiated by the Lutheran Church in Southern Ohio to help other churches explore and
implement ways to increase awarenes of their presence, activities, and events through
the use of more extensive up-to-date digital technology.
We will be updating our Website using tools offered by our The Diocese of Southern Ohio.
It will be more user friendly for mobile phones. We will continue to use Facebook, but will
also be adding YouTube, a Pastor’s blog and more.
The Committee is also looking at the possibility of connecting with a Part Time Marketing
Consultant to ascertain the best ways to achieve our goals.

We have an exciting event coming in September. Mike Hoff is
bringing Motorcycle Ministry to Trinity! On September 12, we
will have a Blessing of the Bikes! At 10:00 am, we will welcome
Mike and his road warriors with coffee and donuts in the Parish
Hall. They will join us for worship at 10:30, followed by the Blessing
about 11:30. The blessing will be held in the north parking lot in front
of the Church. Rain date is September 19.
Our August meeting will be on August 28 at 10:30 am in the Parish Hall.

Partners In Hope’s Jail Ministry Program:
Getting Ahead While Getting Out
WANTED! A few good men to facilitate this men’s program in the county jail. The
women’s program has been a huge success and we are almost ready to start the men’s
program. Please call Carol Jackson or Sonia Holycross at 937-335-0448 if you are
interested in hearing more about this program and how you can become a facilitator.
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INTERESTED IN SINGING?
Beginning in September:
Instrumental and choral music at Trinity is so worshipful.
In addition to beautiful organ music, we appreciate piano, flute,
trumpet, cello, violin (guitar coming soon) . . .
There are many good singing voices in our midst as well.
We need people to lead hymns weekly.
To sing as part of a group (choir),
or to do solos, duets, etc.
Brandon will lead rehearsals on a regular basis.
If any of this appeals to you, and you are willing
to sing to the Glory of God, with the voice he
has given you, do not be shy.

‘Tuesday Noon Christians, IN PERSON OR ONLINE, is a weekly outreach to
anyone who would like to read the Bible, pray and put love in action. We will
begin with a brief Bible passage, pray for the needs of the participants, and then
get an update from Troy “Partners in Hope” about how to help our neighbors in
need.
We are meeting via zoom so that people may join from wherever they are, OR COME TO PASTOR
ANN MARIE’S OFFICE. The noon group will last about 45 minutes. Feel free to have your lunch as
we meet.
If you are interested in more information, please contact Pastor Ann Marie at: revawinters@yahoo.com
“Tuesday Noon Christians” can be found as a group listed on the website: meetup.com. If you want to
come and need help to connect via meetup and zoom, reach out to Pastor Ann Marie (330) 469-6296.
Note: There will not be a Tuesday Noon Study on August 3 and August 17. Pastor Ann Marie will be
out of the office.

TROY MAYORS’ CONCERT AUGUST 15
The Troy Mayors’ Concert featuring Oakwood Brass will be held on Prouty Plaza in downtown
Troy on Sunday, August 15, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. Troy’s own mezzo soprano, Rachael Boezi will
sing The National Anthem.
This summer event is being presented through the generosity foundations, corporations, and
individuals allowing us to offer the concert free of charge to the public. Please bring your own
lawn chairs and join us for an evening of delightful music. (Rain location: Hobart Arena).
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A NOTE FROM THE KRAYNEKS:
Joshua Kraynek graduated from college this year. As is our custom at Trinity, the Outreach
Committee sent a donation to Partners-In-Ministry-In-Liberia, honoring Josh.
We received the below message from Jill just yesterday:
Josh did graduate from Capital University with a double major: Communications and English.
Keep your eyes open; one day you’ll see his name on a best sellers list!
He said thank you for the donation in his name. He is honored.
We have been loving our new community. We have been boating and kayaking in Alum Creek
State Park (only a mile from our home).
Adam is in the Olentangy Orange HS band. This year they should be going to Hollywood for
the Thanksgiving parade. Cross tour fingers we don’t get shut down again.
Sarah had a rocky start to zoom at Xavier University. We are hoping this year is all in person
and she will do better.
Missing everyone there, too, although watching St John’s church services via Zoom on our
couch while eating breakfast is going to be a hard habit to break!
Tell everyone we said Hi and we hope this rummage sale went well.
Jill

DATES TO REMEMBER
Sundays
Monday, August 2
Sunday, August 8
Monday, August 9
August 10, 24, and 31
Wednesdays
Sunday, August 22
Monday, August 23
Saturday, August 28

9:30 am
Worship Service Rite II
1:00 pm
Building & Grounds Committee
10:45 am Worship Committee Meeting
7:00 pm
Vestry Meeting in the Parish Hall
Tuesday Noon Christians
7:00 pm
Celtic Prayer
9:30 am
Blessing of the Backpacks
7-8 pm
Prayer Partners Monthly Meeting
10:00 am Outreach Committee Meeting

We will return to the 10:30 am Worship time beginning September 5.
Sunday, September 5
Sunday, September 12

10:30 am Freedom Sunday
10:30 am Blessing of the Motorcycles

Pastor Ann Marie Winters
rectortec@trinitytroyohio.org
937-330-469-6296
Church Phone: 937-335-7747
Office hours: Monday—Friday: 8:30 am—1:30 pm
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