Aim: What are the Causes that lead to the Declaration of Independence?

A. Focus Discussion
· What if you got up tomorrow morning and learned that there was no longer any government in our country. What would it be like having no government at all?
Q&L: There would be no laws, courts, police, public schools, armed forces, government benefits for needy/elderly, Chaotic, dangerous
· If what you say is true, then what do you think the purpose of government is? Why does government exist?

Q&L: Establish order, protect people from foreign attack and domestic violence, provide services, raise money for these functions.

I. Reasons for the Declaration of Independence

· Thomas Paine’s pamphlet, Common Sense
· common sense forbade a continent to remain subservient to an island 
· American forces had faired well against the British troops 

· assistance from foreign nations, especially France

II. The Basic Ideas of the Declaration of Independence
· July 4, 1776: Second Continental Congress 
· written by Thomas Jefferson based his ideas on those of John Locke

·  “All men are created equal” 

· “are endowed by their creator with certain unalienable rights”

· “life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness” 
· “To secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.”

· “Whenever any form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or abolish it, and to institute new government.”

· The colonies are free and independent states
Significance of the Declaration of Independence
· Effects upon the American Revolution: 
a. elevated the struggle against the English armies 
b. It encouraged France and Spain to assist the colonists 

· Long Term effects throughout the World: 
a. source of inspiration
b. It inspired the French revolutionaries in 1789 
c. Latin American leaders in the early 19th century 
d. Asian and African nationalists, in the 20th century, 
· Long Term effects within the United States: 
a. social and democratic reforms 
b. abolition of slavery
c. equal rights for women
d. Full civil rights to African Americans
