
The halt to evictions and fore-
closures was in place to stave 
off a potential wave of home-
lessness at the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

The Biden administration said 
that it would extend the tem-
porary bans on evictions and 
foreclosures for another 
month as the country contin-
ues to rebound from 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The announcement comes as 
some states have struggled to 
spend the $21.5 billion in 
emergency rental aid included 
in the American Rescue Plan 
earlier this year, allowing 
states an additional month to 
work through a crush of ap-
plications and distribute the 
money before the funds ex-
pire. 

The pause on evictions and 
foreclosures for federally 
backed mortgages were set to 
expire at the end of June. 

The White House and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, which  

More than half of people 
residing in homeless shel-
ters in the United States had 
formal earnings in the same 
year they were homeless, 
according to a new study 
that deepens understanding 
of housing insecurity in the 
U.S.  Among unhoused indi-
viduals who were not in 
shelters, about 40% had 

earnings from formal em-
ployment. The findings con-
trast with common percep-
tions and stereotypes about 
people who are homeless—
suggesting that even con-
sistent work isn't enough to 
help Americans facing sky-
rocketing housing costs. Led 
by Prof. Bruce D. Meyer, a 
preeminent scholar of U.S. 
poverty, the research offers 

the first highly accurate 
snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness across the 
country and examines fac-
tors such as labor market 
attachment, geographic mo-
bility, earnings, population 
characteristics and safety net 
usage.  
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the count did not ask whether 
someone was seeking asylum. 
But Oliva says homeless ser-
vice providers who'd already 
been overwhelmed are now 
struggling with this added pop-
ulation. 

"We saw it in the state of 
Maine, in Minneapolis, in Chi-
cago," she says. "Our big con-
cern is that there is a huge in-
flow of folks that are coming 
into these systems without any 
resources for these systems to 
serve them." Oliva's group 
wants the Biden administration 
to make it easier for migrants to 
legally work, and to have their 
asylum cases heard more quick-
ly. She also says the federal 
government needs to provide 
far more rental assistance. Un-
like food and healthcare, hous-
ing aid is not an entitlement, 
and only a quarter of people 
eligible for it actually receive a 

aid that kept people from get-
ting evicted. But last year, in a 
triple whammy, that aid start-
ed running out. Infla-
tion spiked to its highest level 
in a generation, and median 
rent hit a record high. Research 
has found that where rents rise, 
so does homelessness. This 
year's big jump was driven by 
people who lost housing for the 
first time, which Biden admin-
istration officials say reflects 
the sharp rise in rent. The larg-
est increase was among fami-
lies, and the count also finds a 
significant rise among Hispan-
ics. Nearly 40% of the un-
housed are Black or African-
American, and a quarter are 
seniors. The annual count does 
not include the many people 
who couch surf with friends or 
family, and who may be at high 
risk of ending up on the street. 
The surge in migrants showing 
up at shelters around the coun-
try likely also helped push up 
the numbers, says Ann Oliva, 
CEO of the National Alliance 
to End Homelessness. It's not 
clear how many may have been 
included, because back in Janu-
ary the volunteers conducting 

Homelessness is up for the 
seventh year in a row, ac-
cording to the latest federal 
homelessness data, with a 
total increase of 12 percent 
from 2022 to 2023. That is a 
situation that no one in this 

nation should find accepta-
ble. Signal the predictable 
chorus of opinions about 
what's causing homeless-
ness and how to respond. 
Many critics will focus on 
the most visible manifesta-
tions of homelessness: peo-

ple who are unsheltered and 
those with chronic patterns 
of homelessness. But to 
truly understand what is 
driving the homelessness 
crisis, consider a population 
that may be overlooked in 
this dialogue: U.S. Military 

Homelessness in America 
spiked last year, reaching a 
record high, according to 
an annual count that provides a 
snapshot of one night in Janu-
ary. The report, released today 
by the department of Housing 
and Urban development, found 
more than 650,000 people were 
living in shelters or outside in 
tents or cars. That's up a whop-
ping 12% from the year before. 

To advocates, it hardly comes 
as a surprise. 

"We simply don't have enough 
homes that people can afford," 
says Jeff Olivet, executive 
director of the U.S. Interagency 
Council on Homelessness. 
"When you combine rapidly 
rising rent, that it just costs 
more per month for people to 
get into a place and keep a 
place, you get this vicious 
game of musical chairs." 
Homelessness has been rising 
since 2017 in large part be-
cause of the country's massive 
shortage of affordable housing. 
There was a pause during the 
pandemic, and Biden admin-
istration officials say that's 
because of sweeping federal 

Homelessness in the U.S. hit a record high 

last year as pandemic aid ran out 
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A world where all people in 
our communities live with 
social, emotional and physical 
well-being, spiritual fulfill-
ment, justice and hope.  Our 
work touches the mind, body, 
heart – and ultimately the 
spirit – of those we serve 

Volunteers of America Na-
tional Services (VOANS) 
serves as the Housing and 
Healthcare affiliate of the 
Volunteers of America parent 
organization. Incorporated  in 
1982, the issue of providing 
services in senior housing 
served as the catalyst for this 
merger of housing and 
healthcare activities. 

We help 1.5 million people a 
year and counting. Volunteers 
of America is one of the na-
tion’s largest, established 
comprehensive human ser-
vices organizations with 
16,000 mission-driven profes-
sionals, dedicated to helping 
those in need rebuild their 
lives and reach their full po-
tential. Founded in 1896, the 
faith-based nonprofit has 
programs in 46 states, the 
District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico, serving more 
than 1.5 million people a 
year. 

Our Mission 

Volunteers of America is a 
movement organized to reach 
and uplift all people and bring 
them to the knowledge and 
active service of God.  

Volunteers of America, illus-
trating the presence of God 
through all that we do, serves 
people and communities in 
need and creates opportunities 
for people to experience the 
joy of serving others.  

Volunteers of America 
measures its success in posi-
tive change in the lives of 
individuals and communities 
we serve. 

Our Vision 

has been on the decline 
for nine of the past 12 Point 
in Time counts, including a 
steep 11 percent de-
crease during the pandemic. 
Thanks largely to bipartisan 
congressional will to gener-
ously invest in and adapt vet-
eran homelessness programs 
each year, veterans have seen 
a greater benefit than any 
other subpopulation experi-
encing  homelessness. 

veterans, who—despite a 
rich legacy of targeted bene-
fits and homelessness pro-
grams available to them—
increasingly feel the pain of 
homelessness. The U.S. 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development's 2023 
data showed a 7.4 per-
cent increase between 2022 
and 2023, the largest in-
crease in 12 years. If the 
social safety protections 
afforded our veterans are 

 are not sufficient to prevent 
their homelessness, imagine 
the challenges facing millions 
of Americans who lack such 
protections. Some will insist 
that this is proof that the fed-
eral government's homeless-
ness programs are failing. But 
the historic data says other-
wise, particularly when it 
comes to veteran programs. In 
fact, the federal government's 
veteran homelessness pro-
grams have a sterling track 
record. Veteran homelessness 
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1660 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 341-5000  

Toll Free: (800) 899-0089 

General Inquir-
ies: info@voa.org 

Volunteering Inquiries:  

volunteers@voa.org 

 The following are the top 10 
states with the highest home-
less population12: 

California (171,521) 

New York (74,178) 

Florida (25,959) 

Washington (25,211) 

Texas (24,432) 

Oregon (17,959) 

Massachusetts (15,507) 

Arizona (13,553) 

Pennsylvania (12,691) 

Georgia (10,689),  More than half 
a million people experienced 
homelessness in the U.S., a num-
ber that has increased each year 
since 2016. 

Since 2020, the homeless popula-
tion has grown in 27 states, even 
doubling in some. 

California, New York, Florida 
and Washington had the most 
homeless people , according to 
the Annual Homeless Assessment 
Report. The four states accounted 
for more than half of the nation’s 
homeless population, with 30% 
of the total living in California 

alone. States with the highest 
rates of homelessness, calculated 
as the number of people experi-
encing homelessness per 1,000 
residents in the state, were 
 California, Vermont, Oregon an
d Hawaii. Washington, D.C., has 
a higher homelessness rate than 
any state, with over 6.5 people 
experiencing homelessness per 
1,000 residents.  According to 
the data collected by the point-in-
time count national rates for 
homelessness among veterans, 
unaccompanied youth and fami-
lies with children decreased sig-
nificantly.  

VOLUNTEERS OF 
AMERICA 



as well he walks us through 
what the various religions say 
about each individual of faith 
and their role in being a part 
of the solution.  The book can 
be ordered through Autho-
rhouse Publishing at http://
bookstore.authorhouse.com/
Products/SKU-001092211/
The--Millipede-Effect.aspx or 
Amazon at https://
www.amazon.com/ 

 

Several years in the making, 
“The Millipede Effect” has 
been released by Authorhouse 
Publishing this past January.  
The book lays out BBV2M 
LLC founder and President 
Rodney Brooks quest to un-
derstand the homeless, strand-
ed and down & out.  From 
movies to our own percep-
tions, it all shapes how we 
approach this situation.  
Brooks looks at Government, 
Civic Organizations and reli-
gion (the Church) as all play a 
major part in finding ways to 
help the plight of the home-
less.  These different groups 

display on a daily basis their 
commitment to service, finan-
cial giving and voluntary 
work.  Like the millipede 
with its many body parts/
compartments (government, 
civic, religion) and its many 
legs (the people driving these 
various groups); there are 
many misconceptions about 
those that are homeless.  The 
book looks at those various 
challenges as well hear from 
several of those that are 
homeless, stranded and down 
& out.  Brooks introduces us 
to his spirit filled purpose and 
calling in helping the home-
less, stranded and down & out 

tions that have proven to work 
– and that are currently work-
ing for veteran homelessness 
(which is down by 55% since 
2010). This PIT count is an 
opportunity for elected officials 
to invest in our communities 
and treat homelessness as a 
priority, not a political football. 
We call on Congress and the 
Biden administration to use the 
PIT results, like the actual cen-
sus, to drive action and fund-
ing. We need more housing, not 
more blame.    

The US Department of Housing 
and Urban Development re-
leased the Annual Point in 
Time (PIT) Homeless count, 
showing a 70,650 person, or 
12% increase in homelessness. 
Unfortunately, the PIT con-
firms what we have been say-
ing for years: that the rent is 
too high for a growing number 
of Americans and that far too 
many people are just one 
missed paycheck or health 
crisis away from becoming 
homeless. It does not have to 
be this way. Homelessness is 

the result of policy and budget 
choices that impact everything 
from how many houses are 
built to minimum wages too 
low to cover rent. The Law 
Center remains resolute in 
knowing that everybody needs 
and deserves a safe and stable 
place to call home. We are 
driven by the truth that we can 
solve homelessness and that, 
when we do, everybody is bet-
ter off.  Ten years ago, rates of 
homelessness started to decline 
and kept going down until 
2017. We must invest in solu-

ter where I prepared meals, 
helped people prepare for their 
GED, work on comput-
ers, anything that you can think 
of. That job was a learning 
experience that I did not realize 
in 1995 would prepare me to 
work where I am today. Every-
thing that we're doing in the 
shelter is empowering our resi-
dents to make it easier to over-
come this adversity that they're 
dealing with. It's helping to 
build a foundation for a better 
future. Our ultimate goal is 
independent living.   

Dawn Bradley-Fletcher recog-
nized the acute problem of 
homelessness in Greater New 
Orleans, particularly among 
intact families, including fa-
thers and boys. Existing shel-
ters often overlooked or lacked 
adequate facilities to accommo-
date these families, leaving 
them vulnerable and without 
essential support sys-
tems.  Bradley-Fletcher's tenure 
at the New Orleans Women & 
Children's Shelter began in 
2008 as a makeshift shelter 

formed post-Hurricane Katrina. 
Under her leadership, the or-
ganization evolved to provide 
not only physical shelter but 
vital programs and support 
services as the only homeless 
shelter for intact families and 
the largest homeless shelter for 
women and children in the 
metro area. I was definitely led 
to this profession. I worked at 
Children's Hospital in a pediat-
ric AIDS program which then 
became Family Advocacy Care 
and Education Services. In that 
position, I ran the Drop In Cen-

Dawn Bradley-Fletcher addresses homelessness in New Orleans with 

innovative approaches 

 Word on The Street— Law Center Statement on 12% Increase in 

Homelessness   Point in Time results must drive housing investments, 

not despair  

The Millipede Effect 
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We Are….. 

At BBV2M LLC our vision is to help all people excel in all as-

pects of life. The challenges facing the homeless, stranded and 

down & out is such a daunting task.  There are great organiza-

tions in both the public and private sector with many wonderful 

people who are on the frontline in ensuring that these individu-

al are taken care of and have a voice.  Our goal is to due our 

part by assistance , education and support.  Although our or-

ganization was founded in 2015 our heritage stretches back 

over seven decades of assisting and helping others.  The patri-

archs of the family instilled the values and beliefs of helping 

others through the biblical teaching of God’s word.  Our goal is 

to be the bridge that helps those in need that are homeless, 

stranded and down & out get to the proper resources to assist 

them in their endeavors.   This has been spiritually rewarding 

for us as we truly look to fulfill our purpose of helping others. 

James  says it best “If a broth-
er or sister is poorly clothed 
or lacks daily food, and one 
of you say to them , “Go in  
peace, keep warm and eat 
well,” but does not give them 
what the body needs, what  
good is it?  (James 2:15-16)  
Those of us who have been 
given the ability to practice 
our faith through our works 
should do so.  The opportuni-
ty to help our brothers and 
sisters in need are tremen-
dous.  If you are already do-
ing so then I salute you and 
ask as well as pray that you 
continue to do so.  If you  are 
not or have wondered how 
then let me give you a couple 
of suggestions.  Your prefer-
ence in helping is based how 
you feel in your heart assist. 

 

 

There are many national and 
local charitable agencies that 
work with the homeless.  
Each of these organizations 
have a platform and plan on 
who and how they help those 
that are homeless.  Most or-
ganization do take financial 
donations but they also look 
for volunteers and advocates.  
Your local Church or other 
places of worship also has 
various types of ministries 
that are deigned to help the 
poor and down trodden.   
Your local or national 
Wounded Warrior chapter 
that is designed to help our 
veterans who are homeless.  
Whatever your preference in 
helping; it all starts with you.  
Let’s each do our part in 2022 
and be exceptional stewards 
of Love! 

How You Can Help 

A Heritage of Excellence 
in Helping Others!!! 

BBV2M LLC 

Marion, MS 39342 
 

601-701-8873 

bbv2mllc@gmail.com 
bbv2m-

brothersbrooksvision2missionllc.com 
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Twitter - @bbv2mllc 

Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC 

Rodney D. Brooks 

Author and President & 
Founder of Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC. 

(BBV2M LLC) 


