“Historically Speaking” - Summer 2016
“Celebrating 40 Years 1976 – 2016”
Honorary Lifetime Member John Sneyd’s Speech from the CDHS 40th Anniversary

“Let me bring you back to our beginnings of the society for a moment. Many of you
in this room will recall the setting:
Collingwood,a community of rich history, was emerging from decades as a single industry economy based on shipbuilding. Other mixed industries were finally evolving.
Blue Mountain was dealt a blow with the untimely death of Jozo Weider ,but slowly a
small tourist industry was evolving.
In the community, the word “Heritage” was embraced by a few and ignored by many.
Collingwood was lucky compared to many Ontario communities to have much of its
built heritage standing. However, the archives of the community were in disarray.
The rescued artifacts from the basement of the Huron Institute were eventually
placed in the recently closed CNR Station after the Carnegie Library burned down.
Continued on page 2

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
CDHS 40th Anniversary ………………..1-3
CDHS Supports Youth in Our
Community and Bursary Winners……..4
Stories of Collingwood and Museum
Open House……………………………………..5
CDHS Executive/Meeting Info/
Membership Form ………..………..………..6

2

Continued from page 1

Enter the intrepid small group of individuals who formed the Historical Society. Dr. Donald
McKay, longtime Collingwood physician, was a local champion of Collingwood's past. Peter
Prry, the first President and organizational champion created the logo. Jack Poste was always ready to help in any capacity. The rest of this small group brought their own special
skills to the table.
Initially, the presentations at the meetings drew small crowds, but as I recall, the monthly
executive meetings led to exciting dialogue and fellowship.

What to do ?
Speakers and newsletters became a vital part of the Society but community heritage issues also needed to be addressed:

The Endangered Community Archives: With the help of Jack McMurchy, the EB newspapers were put on microfilm and stored in the Library. The Simcoe County Archivist Peter
Moran was brought in to deal with the Town Archives. Many of these documents are restored and stored in the award winning County Archives. The CNR building, crumbling
from within as a result of a fire was no place to preserve the Community archives. With
the support of the Society and the local government, a replica of the original station was
eventually constructed with archival rooms.

The Endangered Built Heritage: Discussion within the Society led to the creation of a
Local Architectural Conservation Advisory Committee within the Town structure. A massive inventory of buildings of architectural and historical significance was undertaken.
This eventually led to the first of many building designations. A new sign bylaw was developed for the downtown and after lengthy and heated debates was finally implemented.
Over time , the jewel in the crown, the creation of the Downtown Heritage Dis-

trict was finally accepted . In the early years there were many victories as well
as some defeats. Today we see the results of those efforts with roots in the Historical Society. There is no doubt now that the majority of Collingwoodites pay
close attention to the heritage. It is not a term to shy away from in this community.
Today, with dedicated leadership, this Society is an integral part of the
community. The Society is involved in many and varied projects within the
community and the ongoing Speaker's Program at regular meetings keeps
attracting record numbers. Bravo !”
Honorary Member John Sneyd
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Honorary Life Members
Of the
Collingwood and District
Historical Society
J. Allan Blair
Jack Poste

Judy and Peter Perry –Served on the original of the CDHS executive, Judy as Secretary and Peter as Treasurer. In 1977 Peter
assumed the role of President of the society
and Judy served as Membership chair. Peter
designed the first logo of the CDHS which we
are still using today. 40 years later and Peter and Judy are still members and regularly
attend CDHS meetings.

Charles and Ella Garrad
Isabel Griffin
Marion Sandell
Eileen Crysler
Nick Hodson
Marie Cruickshank
Bruce Mackison
Peter and Judy Perry
John Sneyd
Ralph Sneyd
John Sneyd and Ralph Sneyd – were both
part of the founding group, John served as Vice
President 1982-83. In 1977 John and Ralph
prepared eight stories on local history in cooperation with the Enterprise Bulletin. They
served on the Preservation Committee and
were instrumental in establishing the “Heritage
Home” designation for deserving homes, designating the first three homes in Collingwood to
be declared “Heritage Homes” and with the appropriate
plaque
installed
on
these
homes. This practice still continues today by
the Town of Collingwood.
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CDHS SUPPORTS YOUTH IN OUR COMMUNITY!
Grade 12 History students from Collingwood Collegiate Institute recently got a first-hand look at the
reconstructed fort "Ste. Marie among the Hurons" in Penetang and the schooner "Nancy" sunk by an
American gunship at Wasaga Beach during the War of 1812. The students were participants in a
partnership program between the Collingwood and District Historical Society, the Collingwood Public
Library and CCI called "Patrons of Collingwood's Heritage. The program is designed to encourage
students to develop digital vignettes of Collingwood's history, working with the Library's local history
department as a point of primary research. Videos produced by the students, which form part of their
academic score, are shown subsequently at monthly meetings of the Society. Under the auspices
and leadership of the Society, the Patrons program is made possible through the support of CCI'S
World Studies Department and the financial support from the Town of Collingwood.
Submitted by Peter Case

CDHS Student Awards
On June 29, the CDHS awarded two $500 bursaries to
graduating students from Collingwood Collegiate Institute and Jean Vanier Catholic High School.
The David Williams, Beverly Westcott Memorial Bursary was established by the Collingwood and District
Historical Society and given to a student who is pursuing post-secondary education in the field of history.
Marie Ringlstetter was the recipient from Jean Vanier.
She will be attending Western University in September
to study Classical History.
Kyra Grams was the recipient from CCI.
Congratulations to these very deserving students and
the CDHS wishes them all the best in their future endeavours!
Marie Ringlstetter with CDHS member Selby Boyd
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In April of this year the website of the Collingwood and District
Historical Society underwent a major change with many upgrades and new additions to the site.
A new feature that was added to the website is a section titled
“Stories of Collingwood”. Each month a new story is added to
this part of our website and the previous stories are also kept
on the site. Each story is a fascinating look at life in Collingwood as it has happened through the years. The writer of
these stories is a Collingwood native, David Vuckson. David is
the grandson of one of Collingwood’s early pioneers and although he does not reside in Collingwood presently, David
keeps in touch with his hometown and is a great contributor to
local history records.
Presently on our website there are three “Stories of Collingwood”, “The Grand Opera House”, “Collingwood Shipyard did
not always have Cranes” and “Collingwood Never Had a Piano Factory”. Each story is an interesting look at our past and
very entertaining reading.
Be sure to check out the website, a new story will be posted at
the beginning of each month!

David Vuckson – author of
“Stories of Collingwood”

“Stories of Collingwood”
By Joan Miller
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Executive of the
Collingwood and District
Historical Society

Social Time

Officers for 2016-2017

Meeting Cancellation Policy If one of our meetings has to be

Past President-Bruce Mackison
Vice President – Glenn Copeland
Secretary—Kathryn Scott
Membership/Treasurer – Joan
Miller
Members at Large:
Selby Boyd

Coffee and cookies are provided at our meetings. We invite
members and guests to stay at the completion of our meetings
and enjoy a social time.
cancelled due to inclement weather or conditions beyond our
control, notice of cancellation will be by telephone and/or email
and the general public by radio announcement. In addition, a
notice will be placed on the main door of the Leisure Time Club.
A notice will also be posted on our Facebook Page(s). If there is
a last minute cancellation by a speaker, everything possible will
be done to have the meeting take place as scheduled.

Meetings begin at 7 pm. At the Leisure Time Club,
Minnesota St., Collingwood.
All upcoming meetings are listed on our website:
Historicallyspeakingcdhs.ca

Betty Donaher
Irene Pradyszczuk
Susan Warner
Any thoughts, ideas or suggestions helpful to our society
please pass them on to an execu-

If you are in need of transportation to attend a CDHS
meeting, please phone 705-446-1820 or 705-445-1119
and a ride will be arranged for you.
Newsletters – Anyone with an article for a future CDHS newsletter,
please forward the item to Newsletter Editor, Irene Pradyszczuk at
email:
jazikids@hotmail.com

tive member

The Collingwood and District Historical Society continues to offer an exemplary
programme of interesting
and informative meetings to
its members and the community at large.
If you are not already a
member of the Collingwood
and District Historical Society, won’t you consider becoming one and thereby
playing a part in making
this Society all that it can
be?
See you at our first meeting
on October 3, 2016!

Memberships are due in January each year – If you have not already sent in your
renewal for 2016, won’t you please do so now. Thank you!
To become a member of the Collingwood and District Historical Society, or renew
your membership, please complete this application.
Name:

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Address:…………………………………………………………………………………………………
Tel #:………………………………..

Email: ……………………………………………….

Membership: Single ($20.00)………………………………………………………………...
Couples & Corporate ($30.00)……………………………………………………………….
I would be interested in working with the Society in areas pertaining to:
[_] Programs [_] Special Events [_] Publicity [_] Membership
[_] Other
Please mail with cheque or money order to: Collingwood & District Historical Society,
Box 181 Collingwood, ON. L9Y 3Z5
Payments can also be made on PAYPAL through the website:
www.collingwoodhistoricalsociety.ca

“Supported by a grant from the Ontario Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport”
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