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Hegseth warns China poses ‘imminent’ threat to 
Taiwan and urges Asia to boost defence

US Secretary of Defense 
Pete Hegseth has warned 
of China posing an “im-
minent” threat to Taiwan, 
while urging Asian coun-
tries to boost defence 
spending and work with 
the US to deter war.

While the US does not 
“seek to dominate or 
strangle China”, it would 
not be pushed out of Asia 
nor allow its allies to be 
intimidated, Hegseth said 
while addressing a high-level Asian 
defence summit on Saturday

In response, China has accused the US 
of being the “biggest troublemaker” for 
regional peace.

Many in Asia fear potential instability 
if China invades Taiwan, a self-govern-
ing island claimed by Beijing. China 
has not ruled out the use of force.

Speaking at the Shangri-la Dialogue 
in Singapore, Hegseth characterised 
China as seeking to become a “hege-
monic power” that “hopes to dominate 
and control too many parts” of Asia. 
China has clashed with several neigh-
bours over competing territorial claims 
in the South China Sea.

He said Beijing was “credibly prepar-
ing to potentially use military force to 
alter the balance of power” in Asia, and 
referred to a 2027 deadline that Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has allegedly given for 
China’s military to be capable of invad-
ing Taiwan.

This is a date put forth by US officials 
and generals for years, but has never 
been confirmed by Beijing.

China “is building the military needed 
to do it, training for it, every day and 
rehearsing for the real deal”, Hegseth 
said.

“Let me be clear: any attempt by Com-
munist China to conquer Taiwan by 
force would result in devastating con-
sequences for the Indo-Pacific and the 
world. There’s no reason to sugarcoat 

it. The threat China poses is real. And 
it could be imminent. We hope not but 
certainly could be.”

The US does not seek war or conflict 
with China, Hegseth added.

“We do not seek to dominate or stran-
gle China, to encircle or provoke. We 
do not seek regime change… but we 
must ensure that China cannot domi-
nate us or our allies and partners,” he 
said, adding “we will not be pushed out 
of this critical region”.

In response, the Chinese embassy in 
Singapore posted a note on its Face-
book page saying the speech was 
“steeped in provocations and instiga-
tion” and said Hegseth had “repeat-
edly smeared and attacked China and 
relentlessly played up the so-called 
‘China threat’”.

“As a matter of fact, the US itself is the 
biggest ‘troublemaker’ for regional 
peace and stability,” it added. Examples 
it cited included the US “deploying 
offensive weapons” in the South China 
Sea and conducting reconnaissance 
of what the embassy called “Chinese 
islands and reefs”.

“What the US now offers the most to 
the world is ‘uncertainty’,” the embassy 
said. “The country claims to safeguard 
peace and not to seek conflicts. We’ve 
heard it. Let’s see what moves will it 
take.”

China’s robust rhetoric came as it 
deliberately diminished its presence at 
the dialogue.
BBC NEWS
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Newly elected Mayor of 
Richardson, TX Amir Omar

Meet & Greet with the the newly elected Mayor of Richardson, TX Amir 
Omar, 3rd Muslim Mayor of Texas and first of a major city and dear friends 
Mujeeb Kazi and the chief architect of the Mayor’s campaign Sameer Dagga 
Also in the pic is Dr Ken Hutchenrider, Pro Term Mayor, Azhar Azeez

Humayun Saeed and Mahira Khan in Dallas Texas Show

Azeem A Quadeer in Dallas with Fasiuddin Shakeel visiting from Houston

Picture below was taken at HSNT Picnic in Grapevine, TX
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Fort Worth surpasses Austin to become fourth-largest city in Texas; 
ATX drops to 13th nationwide

This story is part of the KXAN Data Hub, where 
numbers help tell the whole story.
We’ve created several data-driven stories and 
databases on topics including weather and 
climate, politics, education, sports and growth 
in Texas. Each story in the KXAN Data Hub is 
updated as new data becomes available.

AUSTIN (KXAN) — While the Austin metro’s 
population continues to grow at a rapid pace, 
the city of Austin itself has dropped in the larg-
est city rankings, both within Texas and nation-
wide.

New population estimates released by the U.S. 
Census Bureau on Thursday show Fort Worth 
has overtaken the capital city to become the 
fourth-largest city in the state. On a national 
scale, Austin dropped to the 13th-largest city.
Austin’s population was estimated at 993,588 in 
July 2024, an increase of 4,005, or 0.4%, since 
July 2023. Fort Worth grew at a much faster 
pace during the same timeframe — up by more 

than 23,000 residents, 
or 2.4% — to more than 
1 million.
Houston, San Anto-
nio and Dallas remain 
the three largest cities 
in the state. Houston 
ranks as the fourth-
largest city in the U.S., 
while San Antonio and 
Dallas rank seventh and 
ninth.
Austin was the na-
tion’s 10th-largest city 
as recently as 2022, but 
slipped to 11th last year behind Jacksonville, 
Florida. This year, it has fallen further to 13th, 
behind Fort Worth and San Jose, California.
The Austin metro as a whole grew by more than 
58,000 residents between July 2023 and July 
2024, but much of that growth was in suburban 
communities outside the city of Austin itself.
In the KXAN viewing area, four cities appear 

in the top 30 fastest-growing in the state: Jarrell 
(28.8%), Marble Falls (24%), Dripping Springs 
(16.9%) and Liberty Hill (15%). Lockhart, Hut-
to, Leander and Bastrop all grew by at least 8%, 
compared to the 0.4% growth seen in Austin.
Yahoo/News Christopher Adams

Faizan Zaki of Allen TX wins 2025 Scripps National 
Spelling Bee a year after heartbreaking runner-up finish

At the end of last year’s Scripps Nation-
al Spelling Bee, Faizan Zaki grimaced, 
nodded his head and offered a gracious 
handshake as runner-up to winner 
Bruhat Soma after a dramatic spell-off.
One year later, Zaki stood alone, with a 
trophy in hand.

The 13-year-old Allen, Texas, native 
beat out eight other finalists to win the 
2025 Scripps National Spelling Bee on 
Thursday in National Harbor, Mary-
land. His winning word: “éclaircisse-
ment.” You can see the moment he won 
in the video above.
His prizes:
$50,000 cash from Scripps, a medal 
and the Scripps Cup trophy
$2,500 cash from Merriam-Webster, 
plus a reference library from the dic-
tionary company.
$400 worth of books from Encyclopæ-
dia Britannica
$1,000 in Scholastic Dollars donated to 
the school of his choice
A five-year subscription to a News-O-Matic 
platform for his school
First runner-up Sarvadnya Kadam will receive 
$25,000, while second runner-up Sarv Dhara-
vane will get $15,000. Zaki had previously com-
peted three times in the spelling bee, finishing 
370th in 2019, 21st in 2023 and as the runner-
up in 2024.
It was nearly another heartbreaker for Zaki 
earlier in the finals, though. He was poised to 
win the event after Kadam and Dharavane both 
misspelled their words in the 18th round. After 

being asked to spell “commelina,” Zaki jumped 
the gun and started spelling before bothering to 
ask for the definition or origin. Three letters in 
— “K, A, M” — Zaki realized his mistake.
Kadam and Dharavane reentered the competi-
tion, with Dharavane quipping, “This is surpris-
ing.” Fortunately for Zaki, Dharavane misspelled 
his next word too, while Kadam fell in the next 
round, setting him up to take the title.
On the final word, longtime spelling bee pro-
nouncer, and former champion, Jacques Bailly 
playfully asked for “all of us to take a deep 
breath,” to which Zaki deadpanned, “That did 

not help at all.” Zaki again didn’t ask for the 
definition or origin of “éclaircissement,” but he 
clearly had the letters in his head as soon as he 
heard it.
And as soon as the judges confirmed he got it 
right, he fell to the ground, followed a moment 
later by the confetti.
You can see every word Zaki spelled on his way 
to victory here.
Yahoo/Sports 
Jack BaerStaff writer
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Medical Beds, wheel Chairs and 
other equipment loaned FREE to 
underprivileged people in 
Hyderabad, India
You use it until you are free of illness
Contact: 
Mr. Ateeq 995 120 7710 (Hyd)
Mr. Azeem: WA# 00 1219 588 1538

Offers
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Allahka Fazal
Muhammad Imran Tahir
Mohamed G Lata
Ash Deiri-Terek Kadowr
DjRoy Roy
Ayman Jaber / Said Motawea
Stephen S Adkins
Shy Khan
Kamran Khan
Rachana S
Jiaa Jabbar
Vikash Rungta
Parvathi Gangireddy/Shanker 
Mareddy
Shaihla Umar / Alim Akhtar / 
Rameez Kaukab
Zameer Mohammed
Manuel Tilca
Mohd Tabrase / Sanjay Rao / 
Mir Amjed Ali

Bobby Panuganti/ Seema Ti-
wari/Anil Savarapu
Manoj Kumar Govindan
Maruf Alam Show
Ganesh Kar/Tijendra Kumar
Hitesh Gandhi
Narayan Mahajan
Mubashir Faruqi / Samad Rafe 
/ Zameer Mohammed
Deepak Kaithakkapuzha
Javaria Jabeen
Anjali Desai/Bhavini Sreeniv-
asan/Megha Vyas
Ali Siraj/Kamran Siddiqui
Moe Khdier
Shaw Memmon
Sadia Khan/Kami Jee
Nazia Khan/ Sajjad Fecto
Prince Patel
danyal Khan / Umar Khalid/
Zeshan Ahmed
Sohni Rahim/Awais Iqbal/Ma-
jid Khan
DB Dulhania Shy Khan
Deeja Isaac / Prabhot Gill / 
Sunny Chopra
Nirav Ghunchala- Navpreet 
Kaur kang
Nimish Pathak/Vinod Kali
Shazia Saleem
Shradha Balakrishna/Zeshan 
Hussein/Kavita, Sreedhar
Shy Khan
Qusai Rasheed

Rizwan Elahi- Soaib Ummar-
Israr Ahmad
RIZWAN Elahi
Kashmir Virk/Jasbir S Sethi
Mohamoud Egal
Mohsin Choudhry / Sana Ch
Shakir Bhai
Pervaiz Bhatti / Uzma Sabir / 
Fatimah Hoque
Idrees Hadi
Rosy Dodd
Farhath Hussain
Jacob Thomas
Sangeeta Malik
Imrana Begg/Raza Bagg/ Aye-
sha Hussain
Inamullah Khan Sherwani
Sami Khan
Inam Bokhari / Aatirah Ha-
meed
Altaf Bukhari / Faisal Saiyed
Anwer Nawaab/Mohammed 
Imran Ali/Taher Bin Jaffar
Mamta Sahta-vick Sahota
Rafia Omair/Rizzi Butt/Omair 
Hashmi
Imran Ali
Sajid Siddiqui / Zeba Salman
Raj Mehta/ Nigam Mehta
Manjeet Singh
Indian Community San Diago
Bibhasha Ojha-Rohan Raj
Seema Garg
Kalpesh Soni
Nishu Vasireddy/ Venu Red-
dyManyam/Kishore Ramaraju

Nisse Packianathan Jaya Ku-
mar/Victor Samuel Nathan
Jagdeep Nayyar
Sanjeev Saini
Sunny Singh
Rani Goldy Singh
Noman Sadiq-Vikrant Kumar

Anup Puthenveedu
Preeti Malik Arora / Yogshri 
Jetan Arora
Prasad Royal / Ramadevi Arza
Shahid Amin
Krishna Puttaparthi-Anu 
benakatti
Mohin uddin Mohammad
Shiby Roy/Ginsmon Zacharia/
Anil, Mathew
Sailaja Mantripragada-swapna 

Kiran- Priya Mota
Swapna Kiran / Priya Mota
Nusrath Mehdi Khan / Fouzia 
Zahoor
Ishfaq Khan / Boxer Bhai
Boxer Bhai
Mohammed Alsabah / Mo-
hammad Farhan
Ashfaq Hussain Syed/Aiman 
Beg/ Aadil Farid
Clay Chip Smith

Deepak Kumar

Vlad Kulpinski
 Rana Rao-Pradeep Bharudkar
Wasi Rabbani / Suleman Mo-
hammed
Syed Shoaib Ahmed
Bibi Khan/ Mohammad Im-
ran Tahir
Faheem Hayat
Mammatha Vamshi
Munir Pervaiz/Nasreen 
rrvaiz/ Iftekhar Ahmed
Sunny Khehra
Muhammad Akram Ismail/
Sonia Omer
Muhammad Ismail / Sonia 

Omer
Pomil Singh/Manan singh 
Katohara
Balvanth Reddy
Mohd Tabrase
Eileen Riddle / Lupe Domin-
guez
Mohd Jabbar
Venu Gopal Reddy / Gopi 
Krishna
Asif Alikhan
Areedo Ayad
Khawaja Ashraf
Shweta Dhawan
Jude Miranda -Mohammed 
Arif
Ali Khan
Syed Adeeb
Shakeel Khaleel Baig

Zahid Imran / Nadeem 
Ahmed Bajwa / Muhammad 
Iqbal
Murali Talluri
Gaurav Singla
Noreen Gilani / Marriam 
Tahir

We would like to Thank these 
Admins of FaceBook Groups who 
let us to post Asia Times in their 

Groups 
If we missed you please contact us
mdmukhtarali2001@gmail.com 

EditorAsiaTimes@gmail.com
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Iftekhar Shareef receiving peace award at Gandhi bhawan at a program organised my MGM in Hyderabad

Iftekhar shareef with his family in Udaipur, Rajasthan for a week vacation

Off to India Iftekhar shareef & Azhar Shareef seen at O’hare airport with friends , Minhaj Akhtar , Laiq Ahmed and Mohammed Mohsin
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Khaja Moinuddin Sworn in as Hanover Township Assessor
The Hanover Township Officials were 
sworn in for their next term of of-
fice. Thank you to the Honorable Eric 
Sauceda for administering the oath, 
Deacon Michael Benoit for providing 
the benediction, Dr. Sabeel Ahmed for 
giving the invocation, and to our guests 
for attending.
Join us in congratulating the officials!
Supervisor Brian P. McGuire
Clerk Katy Dolan Baumer
Assessor Khaja Moinuddin
Trustee Alisa “Lee” Beattie
Trustee Craig Essick
Trustee Gino Martinez
Trustee Denise Noyola

Dr. Saba Khan swore in for a second term as a Morton Grove trustee.
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Khalid Sabri became the 
first Muslim, was appointed 
as a trustee by the Village of 
Villa Park, Illinois.

Mazhar Khan was the first 
Muslim to be sworn in as a 
Niles Township trustee.  His 
actions created historical 
precedent.

Asif Malik, the first elected 
Pakistani American in Il-
linois, was sworn in for a 
second term as a township 
trustee in Maine township
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The All-Party delega-
tion led by Baijayant ‘Jay’ 
Panda visited Gulf Re-
search Center, a promi-
nent think-tank recog-
nized for its expertise in 
global affairs. The delega-
tion was welcomed by 
Chairman Dr. Abdulaziz 
Sager and had a frank 
and productive exchange 
of views.
The Indian delegation 

shared with Gulf Re-
search Centers resolve 
and approach towards 
terrorism with zero toler-
ance policy and the new 
normal in light of #Op-
erationSindoor. 
The discussions also fo-
cused on strong  partner-
ship across all domains 
including security & 
defense cooperation.

ALL PARTY DELEGATION AT ITS WORK

The  All-party MPs delegation, led by MP Baijayant Panda, met the Indian ambassador to Algeria  , Dr. Swati Vijay Kulkarni
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Pleasure receiving in my office at  India in Chad, Embassy of India, 
N’Djamena the Indian investor Mr. Partheeban Theodore, President of 
Olam Agri and his Chadian Director General Mr. Ibrahim Malloum. Olam 
Agri has sizable investment in Chadian Agriculture Sector #CottonTchad 
and intends to further expand its activities. Hifzur Rahman Azmi

Ghulam Nabi Azad

Called on H.E. Sherida A.S. Al-Maousherji, Deputy Prime Minister & Minister of State for Cabinet Affairs, #Kuwait. Briefed him on India’s recent 
measures to counter cross-border terrorism and strengthen regional security cooperation.

Warmest birthday wishes to my brother Nusrath Mehdi Khan and 
nephew Yaser Khan - Naseer Mehdi Khan

Pakistani delegation highlights Pakistan at Skokie International Cultural Festival. Pakistan Consul 
General Mr. Tariq Karim was warmly welcomed by Skokie authorities.
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Trump says he wants to reopen Alcatraz. 
What is it? Why did the prison close?

President Donald Trump said on May 4 that 
he is ordering the Federal Bureau of Prisons 
to reopen Alcatraz, the infamous prison island 
in San Francisco Bay that closed more than six 
decades ago.
Trump said in a post on Truth Social that he 
wanted to reopen the prison to “house America’s 
most ruthless and violent Offenders.”
“The reopening of ALCATRAZ will serve as a 
symbol of Law, Order, and JUSTICE,” he wrote. 
The prison was known for housing some of the 
nation’s most notorious criminals, such as Al 
Capone, according to the Bureau of Prisons.
It eventually closed in 1963 after operating for 
nearly 30 years, but was reopened to the public 
as a museum ten years later, according to BOP.
Here’s what to know about Alcatraz, including 
why it closed.
What is Alcatraz?
Alcatraz is an island in San Francisco Bay that 
was used as a prison from 1934 to 1963, accord-
ing to BOP.
The island was discovered in 1775 by Spanish 
explorer Juan Manuel de Ayala, who named 
it “Isla de los Alcatraces,” which translates to 
island of the pelicans. It was shortened and 
Americanized over time, which is how it be-
came known as Alcatraz, according to the 
National Park Service. It was used as a military 
fort from 1850 to 1933, during which military 
prisoners were also housed on the island, ac-
cording to BOP.
In 1933, the Department of Justice took over 
Alcatraz to open a maximum security prison for 
some of the nation’s most dangerous criminals.
After 29 years of operation, Alcatraz was closed 
in 1963. It sat abandoned until 1969, when a 
group of Native American activists occupied 
the island and remained there for the next two 
years, according to NPS.
In 1973, the NPS opened Alcatraz as a public 
museum. It has more than one million visitors 
per year, making it one of the most popular 
national parks, according to BOP.
Where is Alcatraz island located?
Alcatraz is an island in San Francisco Bay about 
1.5 miles off shore and 22 acres in size, accord-
ing to the Golden Gate National Parks Conser-
vancy. It’s about 3 miles away from the Golden 
Gate Bridge, according to Pacific Open Water 

Swim Co.
The only way to reach the island is by boat, 
which helped the prison maintain its physical 
isolation from society, according to BOP.
One of the popular rumors about Alcatraz is 
that it is surrounded by shark-infested waters 
that made it impossible to swim to the main-
land’s shore. However, this rumor is untrue as 
there are only small bottom-feeding sharks in 
San Francisco Bay, according to BOP.
Several prisoners attempted to escape by swim-
ming to the mainland, but the attempts were 
mostly thwarted by the water’s cold tempera-
tures and strong current. Several people, includ-
ing a few children and fitness coach Jack LaL-
anne, have successfully made the swim across 
the bay over the years, according to BOP.
Why is Alcatraz famous? What the prison was 
like
Several of Alcatraz’s prisoners were well-known 
criminals, like Al Capone, George “Machine-
Gun” Kelly and Robert “Birdman” Stroud. Many 
of the island’s prisoners were considered escape 
risks or violent and dangerous, according to 
BOP.
Prisoners were generally sent to Alcatraz when 
they would not conform to rules at other federal 
penitentiaries. However, despite its reputation, 
many prisoners preferred the conditions — such 
as having one man per cell — at Alcatraz com-
pared to other federal prisons.
At Alcatraz, prisoners had a highly structured, 
monotonous daily routine. They had four rights 
— food, clothing, shelter and medical care — 
and other privileges, such as corresponding with 
family members, had to be earned.
There were 14 escape attempts over the years, 
though no one ever successfully escaped the 
island, in part due to its location.
Most prisoners spent an average of five years at 
Alcatraz. Once the prison’s officials felt that an 
inmate was no longer a threat and could follow 
rules, they were sent back to another federal 
prison to complete their sentence.
When did Alcatraz shut down and why?
The prison on Alcatraz closed on March 21, 
1963, because it was too expensive to continue 
operating, according to BOP.
It was nearly three times more expensive to op-
erate Alcatraz than any other federal prison, in 

part because its physical isolation required food 
and supplies to be dropped off by boat.
The island also had no source of fresh water, so 
nearly one million gallons had to be barged in 
each week.
At the time of its closure, Alcatraz needed 
restoration and maintenance work that would 
have cost about $3-5 million excluding its daily 
operation costs.
Movies about the infamous prison, including 
2018 film ‘Alcatraz’
In addition to becoming a popular tourist des-
tination, Alcatraz has also been the subject of 
several Hollywood portrayals over the years.
Clint Eastwood starred in the 1979 film “Escape 
from Alcatraz,” a biographical drama following 
the real escape attempt of prisoners Frank Mor-
ris and Clarence and John Anglin.
The three men disappeared from their cells in 
June 1962 in an elaborate plot that included 
mannequin dolls with real human hair left be-
hind in their beds, according to the FBI. They’ve 
never been found and are still wanted by the 
U.S. Marshals Service, though the FBI believes 
the men to be dead.
“The Rock,” another film about the island titled 
after its nickname, was released in 1996. It stars 
Nicolas Cage, Sean Connery and Ed Harris and 
was directed by Michael Bay.
More recently, the 2018 film “Alcatraz” is based 
on the so-called “Battle of Alcatraz,” a 1946 
escape attempt that resulted in the deaths of two 
prison officers and three inmates, according to 
BOP.
This story has been updated with a new photo 
gallery and additional information. Melina 
Khan is a trending reporter covering national 
news for USA TODAY. She can be reached at 
MKhan@gannett.com.
Yahoo/News Melina Khan, USA TODAY

Unseen Facts Compilations
Ed Gale, best known for physically portraying 
Chucky in the original Child’s Play films, died 
on May 28, 2025, at a hospice in Los Angeles. He 
was 61.
Gale brought the killer doll to life in Child’s Play, 
Child’s Play 2, and Bride of Chucky, while Brad 
Dourif provided the voice. He also played the 
title role in Howard the Duck and appeared in 
Spaceballs, Bill & Ted’s Bogus Journey, and TV 
shows like Land of the Lost, Baywatch, and Fam-
ily Matters.
Born with dwarfism, standing 40 inches tall, 

Gale moved to California at 20 with just $41 
and a dream. He said playing Chucky took more 
than just stunts — it required real acting.
In 2023, he made headlines when a vigilante 
group accused him of attempting to meet a 
minor online. He admitted wrongdoing but was 
never charged.
His niece remembered him as funny, stubborn, 
and full of life, calling him a “cranky bastard” in 
her farewell.
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Rukhsana Ismail is the new mayor of Rotherham.  
She is of Pakistani descent, born in Britain

Shocking Discovery: Archaeologists Uncover 5,000-Year-Old Hiero-
glyphs Depicting a Computer and Bicycle in an Ancient Mexican Tomb
In an incredible discovery that challenges our understanding of ancient 
technology, archaeologists have reportedly uncovered 5,000-year-old 
hieroglyphic carvings depicting objects that resemble modern inven-
tions, such as a computer and a bicycle, in an ancient tomb in Mexico. 
The intricate stone reliefs, found deep within the tomb, portray scenes 
that appear to include figures interacting with what look like devices and 
vehicles far ahead of their time.
One of the most astonishing carvings shows a figure holding an object 
that looks strikingly similar to a laptop, complete with what appear to be 
ports on the side. This peculiar artifact has sparked a flurry of questions: 
How could an ancient civilization conceive of technology that did not ex-
ist until millennia later? Could this be evidence of contact with a techno-
logically advanced culture, or even visitors from another world?
In addition to the “laptop,” another carving reveals a figure seated on 
what looks like a bicycle—a concept thought to be invented only in the 
19th century. The detailed depiction includes features resembling ped-
als and wheels, leading some to speculate that ancient Mexican cultures 
might have had knowledge of wheeled transport much earlier than 
previously believed. These findings have prompted wild theories, from 
time travel to extraterrestrial contact, leaving both archaeologists and the 
public in awe.
Skeptics argue that the carvings may have symbolic or religious meanings 
unrelated to modern inventions, while others are open to the possibility 
that ancient civilizations might have possessed knowledge or inspiration 
beyond our current understanding. The artifacts are under intense study 
as researchers work to decipher the true significance of these shocking 
depictions.
For now, this discovery remains one of the most tantalizing archaeologi-

cal mysteries, hinting at the potential for hidden knowledge lost in the 
sands of time. Could ancient cultures have possessed an understanding 
of technology that was later forgotten? Or does this point to interac-
tions with advanced beings who left behind hints of their presence? The 
answers could reshape our view of ancient history and human ingenuity 
forever.

Ancient Discovery
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9 States and cities in the U.S. that pay you to move to them
Some states and cities across the U.S. are offer-
ing cash incentives, grants and other cool perks 
to encourage remote workers and families to 
move there.
It sounds too good to be true, right? Trust me 
(and the study on which the list is based), it’s 
the real deal. States and cities across the U.S. are 
offering cash incentives, grants and other cool 
perks to encourage remote workers and families 
to move there. I’m talking about board seats at 
local nonprofits, family passes to arts events, 
club memberships, loan repayment assistance, 
or even support for your kids’ education.

So, why would they do this? Simple — states and 
cities are fighting to attract new residents, espe-
cially those who’ll settle down as homeowners 
and stimulate the local economy. Some places 
even target professionals like nurses, teachers 
and emergency responders with special offers.

But before you pack up and move, keep in mind 
that there are some eligibility requirements and 
a competitive application process. Don’t let that 
scare you — it’s definitely doable! If you follow 
the rules and put in the effort, you might just be 
one of the lucky ones who gets paid to move to 
one of these states or cities.
State: West Virginia : Tired of 
staring at the same four walls while working 
remotely? West Virginia is calling with fresh 
mountain air and a $12,000 bonus through the 
Ascend WV program. You can choose from five 
great communities like Morgantown’s college-
town charm or the adventure-packed New 
River Gorge. There’s even a free year of outdoor 
fun — golf, ziplining, and gear rentals — worth 
$2,500, not to mention support for small busi-
ness owners. Imagine working from the nation’s 
newest national park, cash in hand and enjoying 
vibrant co-working spaces. Ready to say yes to 
Almost Heaven?

State: Alaska: Good news if you’ve 
ever thought about making Alaska home, be-
cause you could get up to $1,600 a year through 
the Permanent Fund Dividend. It’s simple — live 
there for a full year, and you’re eligible. You can 
apply online or by mail each year from January 
to March.

This isn’t just a cool perk. The PFD helps off-
set the high cost of living and harsh winters by 
sharing a portion of Alaska’s oil and gas revenue 
directly with its residents.

State: Kansas: Kansas has 95 Rural 
Opportunity Zones offering huge perks for re-
locating. If you have student loans and a degree, 
you can get up to $15,000 in loan repayment 
assistance over five years. Plus, you can enjoy a 
100% income tax credit for five years after you 
move. The Sunflower State wants you to experi-
ence its peaceful, rural lifestyle and they’re mak-
ing it easier with these bonuses. With $380,000 

already awarded to counties for local marketing, 
you’ll have plenty of support while enjoying the 
natural beauty and community life.

State: Indiana: Here’s good news if 
you’re considering moving to Indiana: 66 cities 
and counties are offering cash incentives plus 
perks like co-working space memberships, tick-
ets to local events and even personal concierge 
services to help with the move.

Whether you want small towns or big cities, 
Indiana has a spot for you. In Noblesville, you 
can snag $5,000 in cash, while Perry County 
offers $7,000. Just stay a year to claim the perks 
— sounds like a win if you’re up for exploring 
Indiana’s charm!

State: Kentucky: Brain drain occurs 
when educated or skilled workers leave their 
homes for cities with more opportunities, and 
Kentucky is worried this will drain the state. But 
the Bluegrass State has a solution — get paid 
to move to places like Mayfield, Frankfort, and 
Eastern Kentucky! Frankfort offers $6,500 in 
cash plus fun perks like meeting the mayor and 
exploring local distilleries.
Mayfield is sweetening the deal with $5,000, 
childcare discounts and even a family pass to 
arts events. Eastern Kentucky throws in $5,000, 
a welcome package, and a $2,500 bonus for re-
mote workers who bring their spouse into local 
education or healthcare jobs. Sounds like a win, 
right?

City: Greater Rochester, 
New York: Rochester is one of the most 
neighborly places in America, with over 100 
parks, vibrant small businesses and a nationally 
recognized school system. The Greater Roches-
ter program offers up to $9,000 in homeowner 
grants, plus support to help you settle in and 
connect professionally.

To apply, you need to be at least 18, live 300 
miles away, and relocate within six months. It’s 
not just for individuals — businesses can also 
explore moving to Rochester. If you think this 
isn’t legit, check these out: 32 remote workers 
have already made the move, bringing 71 jobs 
with them!
 City: Tulsa, Oklahoma: Tulsa 
Remote has already brought over 3,000 remote 
workers to the city since 2018, with a huge 
$306.7 million economic impact. Tulsa offers a 
rich cultural history, delicious food, live music 
and stunning outdoor spaces, making it a great 
place to live and work. The program gives you a 
$10,000 grant if you’re a full-time remote work-
er living outside Oklahoma for at least a year. 
You’ll also get a 36-month free membership at 
a local co-working space. I see no reason you’ll 
pass on this chance.

City: Topeka, Kansas: Seriously, 
why isn’t everyone talking about this? The 
Choose Topeka program is offering one of the 
most generous relocation packages out there, 
with up to $15,000 available for new residents. 
If you rent in Shawnee County, you can get up 
to $10,000, and if you buy a home, that jumps to 
$15,000!

All you need is a job offer from a participating 
employer, the right to work in the U.S., and a 
rental or home purchase in the area. Once 
you’re in, the benefits keep rolling.

City: The Shoals, Alabama: 
The rumors are true! The Shoals area in North-
west Alabama is offering up to $10,000 to re-
mote workers who are willing to relocate. You’ll 
get 25% upfront, another 25% after six months 
and the rest after your first year in the commu-
nity.

To qualify, you just need to make at least 
$52,000 a year, be employed remotely or as 
a contractor and relocate within six months. 
Imagine living in Florence, Muscle Shoals, Shef-
field or Tuscumbia with a nice cash boost to 
help you settle in!

Yahoo creator Lindsey 
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Important Recall Info That MAY Affect Your Vehicle

What is a recall?
When a manufacturer or the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) deter-
mines that a vehicle creates an unreasonable risk 
to safety or fails to meet minimum safety stan-
dards, the manufacturer is required to fix that 
vehicle at no cost to the owner. That can be done 
by repairing it, replacing it, offering a refund 

(for equipment) or, in rare cases, repurchasing 
the car.
What should I do if my vehicle is included in 
this recall?
If your vehicle is included in this recall, it is very 
important that you get it fixed as soon as pos-
sible given the potential danger to you and your 
passengers if it is not addressed. You should 

receive a separate letter in the mail from the 
vehicle manufacturer, notifying you of the recall 
and explaining when the remedy will be available, whom 
to contact to repair your vehicle, and to remind you that 
the repair will be done at no charge to you. If you believe 
your vehicle is included in the recall, but you do not 
receive a letter in the mail from the vehicle manufacturer, 
please call NHTSA’s Vehicle Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-
4236, or contact your vehicle manufacturer or dealership.

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V299
Manufacturer : General Motors, LLC
Subject : Improperly Welded Head Re-
straint
Make Model Model Years
CHEVROLET EXPRESS 2025
GMC SAVANA 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V314
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Loss of Brake Function from 
Brake Fluid Leak
Make Model Model Years
FORD EXPEDITION 2022-2024
LINCOLN NAVIGATOR 2022-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V309
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Loose Fasteners on Lower Inter-
mediate Shaft
Make Model Model Years
FORD F-150 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V308
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Front Lower Control Arm May 
Detach
Make Model Model Years
FORD BRONCO 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V297
Manufacturer : Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Inaccurate Gear Selection Dis-
play/FMVSS 101
Make Model Model Years
RAM 2500 2025
RAM 3500 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V298
Manufacturer : Chrysler (FCA US, LLC)
Subject : Improperly Connected Air Bag/
FMVSS 208
Make Model Model Years
RAM 1500 2019-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V301
Manufacturer : Thor Motor Coach
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
THOR MOTOR COACH OUTLAW 
2025-2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V304
Manufacturer : Heartland Recreational Vehicles, 
LLC
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
HEARTLAND CYCLONE 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V306
Manufacturer : Ford Motor Company
Subject : Fuel Return Line Connectors 
May Leak
Make Model Model Years

FORD F-250 SD 2025
FORD F-350 SD 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V307
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Missing Emergency Exit Win-
dow
Make Model Model Years
FOREST RIVER CHEROKEE 2025

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25T008
Synopsis :

NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V281
Manufacturer : Grand Design RV, LLC
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
GRAND DESIGN MOMENTUM 
2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V282
Manufacturer : Volvo Car USA, LLC
Subject : Rearview Camera Image May 
Not Display/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
VOLVO C40 2022-2025
VOLVO S60 2023-2025
VOLVO S90 2022-2025
VOLVO V60 2023-2025
VOLVO V60CC 2023-2025
VOLVO V90 2022
VOLVO V90CC 2022-2025
VOLVO XC40 2021-2025
VOLVO XC60 2022-2025
VOLVO XC90 2023-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V283
Manufacturer : Keystone RV Company
Subject : Struts Inadequate to Support 
Fold-Down Patio
Make Model Model Years
KEYSTONE KODIAK 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V285
Manufacturer : Jayco, Inc.
Subject : Kitchen Electrical Outlet Miss-
ing GFCI Protection
Make Model Model Years
ENTEGRA LAUNCH 2025
JAYCO TERRAIN 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V286
Manufacturer : Brinkley RV
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
BRINKLEY RV MODEL G 2024-2025
BRINKLEY RV MODEL Z 2024-2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V287
Manufacturer : Forest River, Inc.
Subject : Incorrectly Wired Solar Control-
ler

Make Model Model Years
FOREST RIVER CAMPSITE RESERVE 
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V288
Manufacturer : Altec Industries, Inc.
Subject : Fuel Lines May Chafe and Cause 
Fuel Leak
Make Model Model Years
ALTEC AERIAL DEVICE 2022-2024
ALTEC SERVICE BODY 2022-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V289
Manufacturer : Blue Bird Body Company
Subject : Improperly Tightened Seat Fas-
teners/FMVSS 207, 222
Make Model Model Years
BLUE BIRD ALL AMERICAN 2026
BLUE BIRD VISION 2026
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V290
Manufacturer : Prevost Car (US) Inc.
Subject : Improperly Tightened Front 
Lower Control Arms
Make Model Model Years
PREVOST X3-45 VIP ENTERTAINER 
2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V291
Manufacturer : Hyundai Motor America
Subject : Electric Oil Pump May Overheat 
and Cause Fire
Make Model Model Years
HYUNDAI PALISADE 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V292
Manufacturer : K.Z., Inc.
Subject : Removable Steps May Detach 
While In Use
Make Model Model Years
KZRV DURANGO GOLD 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V293
Manufacturer : Polestar Automotive USA, Inc.
Subject : Rearview Camera Image May 
Not Display/FMVSS 111
Make Model Model Years
POLESTAR POLESTAR 3 2025
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V294
Manufacturer : Volkswagen Group of America, 
Inc.
Subject : Loose Cylinder Head Screws 
May Allow Oil to Leak
Make Model Model Years
AUDI Q5 2022-2024
AUDI Q5 SPORTBACK 2022-2024
NHTSA Recall ID Number : 25V295
Manufacturer : Daimler Trucks North America, 
LLC
Subject : Reduced Brake Performance/
FMVSS 121
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Human smugglers who let Indian family freeze to death while try-
ing to cross the U.S-Canada border are sentenced to prison

The ringleader of a human smuggling plot that 
let a family of four from India freeze to death 
at the U.S-Canada border was sentenced to 10 
years in prison Wednesday.

U.S. District Judge John Tunheim ordered that 
Harshkumar Ramanlal Patel - nicknamed “Dirty 
Harry” by authorities - be sentenced to a decade 
behind bars for leading the deadly operation. 
Prosecutors requested a 20-year sentence. An-
other plot member, driver Steve Anthony Shand 
was sentenced to six-and-a-half years, though 
prosecutors had recommended he receive 11 
years.

“The crime in many respects is extraordinary 
because it did result in the unimaginable death 
of four individuals, including two children,” 
Tunheim said. “These were deaths that were 
clearly avoidable.”
The two men were tried and convicted on four 
counts apiece last November in Fergus Falls, 
Minnesota. During their trials, prosecutors said 
that Patel, an Indian national, and Shand, a U.S. 
citizen from Florida, participated in an illegal 
operation that brought people from India into 
Canada on student visas before smuggling them 
into the U.S.
That operation left Jagdish and Vaishaliben 
Patel, and their children, 11-year-old Vihangi 
and three-year-old Dharmik, frozen to death at 
the border in 2022, prosecutors said. The morn-
ing the family was found, a mere 33 feet from 
the U.S. border, was -36 degrees, according to a 
nearby weather station.

The family was originally from Dingucha, a vil-
lage in the Indian state of Gujarat, which is also 
where Harshkumar Patel is from. In the village, 

Patel is a common last name and the victims 
were not related to the defendant.

Before Harshkumar Patel’s sentencing, his at-
torney maintained his innocence, arguing that 
he was a “low man on the totem pole” and asked 
for time served, which was 18 months.
However, acting U.S. Attorney Lisa Kirkpatrick 
said he was exploiting migrants’ hopes for a bet-
ter life in America to benefit himself.

“We should make no mistake, it was the de-
fendant’s greed that set in motion the facts 
that brought us here today,” she said before the 
sentencing.

Harshkumar Patel, wearing an orange prison 
uniform and handcuffs, declined to address the 
court and showed little remorse for his actions.

“Mr. Patel has never shown an ounce of re-
morse. Even today, he continues to deny he is 
the ‘Dirty Harry’ that worked with Mr. Shand 
on this smuggling venture — despite substantial 
evidence to the contrary and counsel for his 
co-defendant identifying him as such at trial,” 
prosecutor Michael McBride wrote.
Meanwhile, Shand’s attorney requested just 27 
months for his client, arguing his role was lim-
ited as he was essentially acting as a taxi driver.

“Mr. Shand was on the outside of the conspira-
cy; he did not plan the smuggling operation, he 
did not have decision-making authority, and he 
did not reap the huge financial benefits as the 
real conspirators did,” his attorney, Aaron Mor-
rison, wrote.
Yahoo/News Isabel Keane

Bill Gates calls DOGE ‘geographically illiterate,’ says Elon Musk is ‘involved in the 
deaths of the world’s poorest children’

In a new interview, Bill Gates criticized both 
Elon Musk and DOGE.
The Microsoft cofounder said that DOGE is 
“geographically illiterate.”
He said that Musk was “involved in the deaths 
of the world’s poorest children” by cutting US-
AID.
Bill Gates sharply criticized Elon Musk in an in-
terview with The New York Times published on 
Thursday, calling out the Tesla cofounder’s role 
in cutting foreign aid as part of his Department 
of Government Efficiency initiative.
The Microsoft cofounder said that cuts made to 
foreign aid, particular programs administered 
by the now-shuttered US Agency for Interna-
tional Development, were “stunning.”
“He’s the one who cut the USAID budget. He 
put it in the wood chipper, because he didn’t go 
to a party that weekend,” Gates told the Times 
of Musk. “The world’s richest man has been 
involved in the deaths of the world’s poorest 
children.”
Gates also referred to an instance early in Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s term in which administra-
tion officials said that the US had been sending 
condoms to Gaza via foreign aid. In reality, the 
US had been providing contraceptives to a prov-
ince in the African country of Mozambique.
“They cut the money to Gaza Province in Mo-
zambique. That is really for drugs, so mothers 
don’t give their babies HIV,” Gates said. “But the 
people doing the cutting are so geographically 
illiterate, they think it’s Gaza and condoms. Will 
they go meet those babies who got HIV because 
that money was cut? Probably not.”
Gates made the remarks as he discussed his 
plans to give away the remainder of his wealth 
over the next 20 years before closing his founda-
tion in 2045. The Gates Foundation has invested 
heavily in public health initiatives around the 
world, often focusing on childhood diseases.

This isn’t the first time Gates has been critical of 
Musk — or vice versa.

Gates has argued that Musk has destabilized the 

politics of foreign countries through his support 
for right-wing causes in the United Kingdom and 
Germany. He’s also said that while he believes Tesla 
is having a positive environmental impact, he wishes 
Musk were more outspoken about the climate crisis. 
Musk, in turn, has said that Gates has a “limited” 
understanding of artificial intelligence.

Musk, DOGE, Tesla, and the White House did not 
respond to requests for comment from Business 
Insider.
Yahoo/News Bryan Metzger
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Officials across US government scramble to implement Trump’s 
surprise Syria announcement

When President Donald Trump announced the lifting 
of US sanctions on Syria during his trip to the Middle 
East this week, it marked a major policy shift that could 
reshape the region and triggered a scramble across the 
US government to implement the decision, according to 
three sources familiar with the matter.

Trump administration officials had for months been 
carrying out quiet engagements to pave the way for 
sanctions relief and a potential high-level engagement 
with the former jihadist turned interim Syrian President 
Ahmed al-Sharaa, but the announcement sanctions 
would swiftly be removed altogether took some officials 
by surprise, according to the sources.

“This was not an off-the-cuff decision by the president. 
The possibility had been discussed for months, but 
Trump barreled far beyond what was happening at the 
working level,” said a source familiar with the discus-
sions.
The meeting would have been unimaginable until very 
recently. Syria had been engulfed by a brutal civil war 
that lasted more than a decade until al-Sharaa led forces 
that ousted Bashar al-Assad’s brutal government in 
December.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio offered some clarity on 
how the policy shift would work about 24 hours after 
Trump’s remarks: the US would issue waivers to Syria 
sanctions, which are currently required by law.

“If we make enough progress, we’d like to see the law 
repealed, because you’re going to struggle to find people 
to invest in a country when any in six months, sanctions 
could come back. We’re not there yet. That’s premature,” 
Rubio said.

The administration is now engaged in a complicated 
technical review of the sanctions, which is expected 
to take weeks, officials said. There are no limits on the 
administration’s authority to issue sanctions waivers, but 
the process will be time-consuming.
A Trump administration official explained Thursday that 
Treasury “will likely issue general licenses covering a 
broad range of the economy that is critical to rebuilding 
in the coming weeks.”

Trump ignored Israel’s concerns
Trump looked out into the crowd in Riyadh when he 
made his announcement on Tuesday and pointed to the 
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.

“What I do for the crown prince,” Trump said as he made 
eye contact with bin Salman. “The sanctions were brutal 
and crippling and served as an important, really, an 
important function nevertheless at the time, but now it’s 
their time to shine. It’s their time to shine.”
The moment crystallized the major role that Saudi of-
ficials have played behind the scenes on the topic for 
months, making the case that removing sanctions would 
boost the Syrian economy and help to stabilize the entire 
region.
The Turkish government also had contacts with the US 
about Syria and knew about the work being done to see 
if the lifting of sanctions was possible, a source familiar 
with the matter said. The Turkish government expressed 
support for those efforts.
Trump said he made the decision to lift sanctions after 
speaking with the Saudi crown prince and Turkish Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

When Trump’s major policy announcement came, both 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia were in the room. Bin Salman 
was there for the meeting with al-Sharaa and Erdogan 
joined virtually.

But not all US allies in the region were in favor of where 
Trump was headed: Israel had opposed the move and 
Trump ignored their objections.
An Israeli official told CNN that when Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu met Trump in Washington in April, 
he asked the president not to remove sanctions on Syria, 
saying he feared it would lead to a repeat of the events 
of October 7, 2023, when Hamas-led militants attacked 
Israel.

On Friday, Trump acknowledged “I didn’t ask” Israel 
about the Syria sanctions relief.

“I thought it was the right thing to do,” he said as he 
wrapped up his tour of the Middle East.

Months of engagements
Trump’s meeting with al-Sharaa came after adminis-
tration officials had been meeting with Syrians in his 
government for months as they worked on building a 
relationship with the incoming team and explored sanc-
tions relief.
Syria’s Foreign Minister Asaad Hassan al-Shaibani visited 
Washington for International Monetary Fund meetings 
in April where he had engagements with US officials 
with Syria’s finance minister, which followed a meeting 
between US and Syria officials in New York, said three 
sources familiar with engagements.

Both of those meetings drew on an initial engagement 
in March between US officials and al-Shaibani in Paris 
where the US laid out actions that would need to be 
taken to drive sanctions lifting, sources said. That frame-
work included measures like cooperation on counterter-
rorism and work to destroy remaining chemical weapons.

Representatives for Syria also met with individuals 
outside of the US government as part of their “charm of-
fensive” to push for the lifting of sanctions, said Jonathan 
Schanzer, the executive director of the Foundation for 
Defense of Democracies think tank. Schanzer, who met 
with some of those representatives, said they sought to 
push the message that the new government is not the 
same as the Assad regime.

But State Department officials also cautioned members 
of Congress against visiting Syria earlier this year, said a 
Syrian American source familiar with the conversations.
“The State Department wanted to walk, not run, towards 
this outcome of working with al-Sharaa,” the source said.

As the steps were taken towards loosening sanctions and 
potentially working with al-Sharaa, two main figures 
have appeared to stand in opposition: the White House’s 
head of counterterrorism, Sebastian Gorka, and Joel 
Rayburn, who served as Trump’s Syria envoy during his 
first administration and has been nominated to head the 
Middle East portfolio for the State Department.

“I think there was a desire to create some space for the 
new government, but I think Gorka and team were reluc-
tant to ‘normalize’ Sharaa,” said a former Trump adminis-
tration official.

“Once a jihadi, always a jihadi,” was the feeling from 
Gorka, the former official said.
That sentiment was on display  when Gorka said in an 
interview with Politico: “The fact remains: jihadis very 
rarely moderate after they win.”

He called the president’s meeting and message with 
al-Sharaa “absolute genius,” but emphasized the need 
for inclusion of minority groups in government and the 
combatting ISIS that the US expects of al-Sharaa.

“Now we will see whether the current acting head of state 

can deliver,” Gorka said skeptically, calling al-Sharaa by 
the nom-de-guerre he used as a jihadist fighter, “Jolani,” 
and calling his administration a “regime.”

Late last year, Rayburn also doubted that the world would 
support al-Sharaa as Syria’s new leader given his jihadist 
past, but during his confirmation hearing in the Senate  
he repeatedly promised to enact Trump and Rubio’s poli-
cies on Syria.
In a pointed question for Rayburn, Sen. Jeanne Shaheen, 
the top Democrat on the Foreign Relations Committee, 
asked about “rumors” of discussions about the possible 
assassination of al-Sharaa.

The concerns over the impact of al-Sharaa being killed 
was significant enough for Jordan’s King Abdullah to 
raise the issue when he met with senators on Capitol Hill 
earlier this month, Shaheen said.

“One of the things that was pointed out to us by King 
Abdullah was that a change in leadership of that kind 
would create an all-out civil war in Syria,” Shaheen said.

“I’m not familiar with efforts like that,” Rayburn re-
sponded, “but I think that’s clearly not in line with the 
president’s intention that he stated or his description of 
Mr. Sharaa in the past couple days.”

Complicated path ahead
As the Trump administration now barrels towards imple-
menting the new policy, experts and groups supporting 
Syrian civil society say that the complexities are endless.
Some are making the case that lifting US export controls 
on Syria in order to allow US shipments into the country 
will be critical in addition to the sanctions relief for Syria 
to begin building its economy.

It is unclear if the interim Syrian government has agreed 
to all of the US demands, which came before Trump’s 
announcement.
Rubio said this week, however, that the al-Sharaa govern-
ment had suggested they are committed to the principles 
outlined by the international community – inclusive 
government, peace with their neighbors including Israel, 
and driving out terrorists. He also said that Syria would 
make efforts to rid the country of chemical weapons with 
assistance from the US.

But Rubio also cautioned that driving towards a normal-
ized relationship with the al-Sharaa government would 
not happen overnight.

“This is a new relationship. We’ve now known each other 
and known them for 24 hours,” Rubio told reporters. 
“Obviously, we want to see progress made, and we’ll take 
every step that they take, and it’ll be a long road, because 
it’s been a long time, so we recognize that, but this is a 
historic opportunity, and if it succeeds, we have a dra-
matic transformative effect on the region,” he said.

Yahoo/News Kylie Atwood, Jennifer Hansler and Alex 
Marquardt,
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After India became a nuclear state in 1974, Pakistan’s Prime Minister at 
the time, Zulfikar Ali Bhutto, saw this as a serious threat. In response, he 
laid the foundation for Pakistan’s nuclear bomb and decided to develop 
the country’s own nuclear program. His famous words, “We will eat grass, 
but we will build our atomic bomb,” showed his strong will and vision. He 
gathered a team of Pakistani scientists, and under the leadership of Dr. 
Abdul Qadeer Khan, Pakistan made fast progress in nuclear technology. 
This hard work led to the successful nuclear tests on 28th May 1998, when 
Pakistan proved itself as a strong nuclear power in the world.THE TIMES

On a bustling New York City sidewalk, Martin Cooper stood with a bulky 
2.5-pound prototype in hand—and made history. That first mobile phone 
call, placed in 1973, wasn’t just a test. It was directed to Dr. Joel S. Engel of 
AT&T—Motorola’s biggest rival in the race to create wireless communica-
tion.
With that bold move, Cooper didn’t just make a call—he sparked a revolu-
tion. Today, billions of sleek smartphones trace their lineage back to that 
single moment. More than a technological breakthrough, it was the begin-
ning of a new era—one where the world fits in your pocket.

The Ottoman Turks’ conquest of the Byzantine Empire in 1453 had a profound impact on the 
course of European and global history. The European Renaissance and geographical discover-
ies were initiated by the Ottoman control of Asia-Europe commerce lines and the departure 
of Greek intellectuals for Italy. The conquest of Constantinople had a significant impact on 
European geopolitics, as it granted the Ottomans dominion over the Mediterranean, the Black 
Sea littoral, Asia Minor, and southeastern Europe.  (Gábor Ágoston, 2021)
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RECIPES

IngredientsDeselect All1 pound boneless, skin-
less chicken breastsZest and juice of 1 lemon7 
tablespoons olive oil1 teaspoon dried oregano
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepperTwo 
10-ounce packages cherry tomatoes2 shallots, 
thinly sliced3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
Two 8-ounce balls burrata12 ounces cavatappi 
pasta1 cup panko breadcrumbs2 packed cups 
arugula1 cup grated Parmesan
Balsamic vinegar, for serving
Prepare a grill for medium heat.
Meanwhile, toss the chicken with half the lemon 
juice, 2 tablespoons of the olive oil, the oregano, 
1 teaspoon salt and a few grinds of black pepper. 
Let it sit to marinate for about 10 minutes (don’t 
let it sit any longer or the acid from the lemon 
juice will start to cook the chicken).
While the chicken is marinating, toss the to-
matoes, shallots, garlic, 2 tablespoons of the 
olive oil, 1 teaspoon salt and a few grinds of 
black pepper in a medium bowl. Pour the 
mixture into the middle of two large sheets of 
foil stacked on top of each other. Place one ball 

of burrata on top of the tomatoes, fold the foil 
over all the ingredients and pinch it tightly on 
all sides to seal it closed. Grill until the tomatoes 
are starting to burst and the burrata is melted 
and gooey, 14 to 16 minutes.
Place the chicken on the grill and cook until 
dark grill marks appear on the bottom, 7 to 8 
minutes. Flip the chicken and continue cook-
ing until a digital thermometer inserted into the 
thickest part of the chicken registers 165 de-
grees, 7 to 8 minutes. Remove from the grill and 
let it rest for 5 minutes. Slice the chicken into 
1/2-inch-thick pieces.
While the burrata and chicken are grilling, bring 
a large pot of salted water to boil. Cook the ca-
vatappi until al dente, about 7 minutes. Reserve 
1/4 cup of the pasta cooking water, then drain 
and set aside.
Meanwhile, add the panko, 2 tablespoons of 
the olive oil, 1 teaspoon salt and a few grinds 
of black pepper to a large skillet and cook over 
medium-high heat, stirring occasionally, until 
the panko is golden brown, 5 to 6 minutes. Stir 

in the lemon zest and set aside. Toss the arugula 
with the remaining lemon juice and remaining 1 
tablespoon olive oil.
Empty the contents of the foil packet into the 
drained pasta and stir until well combined. Fold 
in the Parmesan, chicken and reserved pasta 
water until the cheese has melted. Transfer the 
pasta to a serving bowl and top with the bread-
crumbs. Place the arugula on top of the bread-
crumbs and then top with the remaining ball of 
burrata. Drizzle with balsamic and slice into the 
burrata so that the soft center oozes out.

Grilled Burrata and Tomato Pasta

Grilled Corn with Flavored Butters
Buttery grilled corn is one of our favorite sum-
mer dinner staples. It’s even better with a trio of 
seasoned butters—think Cajun, miso and green 
goddess—served in shallow bowls so everyone 
at the table can roll an ear in their favorite flavor. 
Make the butters ahead of time, then pull them 
out of the refrigerator right before serving. It’s 
hard to beat homemade Cajun seasoning, but 
feel free to use store-bought if you’re short on 
time. If you have leftover butter, serve it with 
your favorite vegetables, from boiled baby pota-
toes to grilled asparagus, or use it to top grilled 
steak or fish.
Ingredients

Deselect AllCajun Butter:2 sticks (1 cup) un-
salted butter, at room temperature2 teaspoons 
paprika1 teaspoon cayenne pepper1 teaspoon 
garlic powder
1 teaspoon onion powder1 teaspoon dried 
oregano1/2 teaspoon dried thymeKosher salt 
and freshly ground black pepperMiso Butter:
2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter, at room tem-
perature3 tablespoons white miso1 teaspoon 
crushed red pepper flakes1 teaspoon rice wine 
vinegar
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 limeKosher salt-

Toasted sesame seeds, for servingGreen God-
dess Butter:2 sticks (1 cup) unsalted butter, at 
room temperature1/2 cup lightly packed fresh 
cilantro leaves1/2 cup lightly packed fresh 
parsley leaves2 scallions, roughly chopped1 
clove garlic, minced
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 lemonKosher 
salt and freshly ground black pepperGrilled 
Corn:Vegetable or canola oil, for the grill 
grates
8 medium ears corn, shucked and cut in half 
crosswise
For the Cajun butter: Mix the butter, paprika, 
cayenne, garlic powder, onion powder, oregano, 
thyme, 2 teaspoons salt and 1/2 teaspoon black 
pepper in a medium bowl until well combined. 
Transfer to a shallow serving dish or ramekin. 
Cover and refrigerate until ready to serve.
For the miso butter: Mix the butter, miso, 
crushed red pepper flakes, rice wine vinegar, 
lime zest and juice and 1 teaspoon salt in a 
medium bowl until well combined. Transfer 
to a shallow serving dish or ramekin; top with 
a sprinkle of toasted sesame seeds. Cover and 
refrigerate until ready to serve.
For the green goddess butter: Add the butter, 
cilantro, parsley, scallions, garlic, lemon zest and 

juice, 2 teaspoons salt and 1/2 teaspoon black 
pepper to a food processor. Puree, stopping and 
scraping down the sides as needed, until very 
smooth and combined. Transfer to a shallow 
serving dish or ramekin. Cover and refrigerate 
until ready to serve.
For the grilled corn: Prepare a grill for medium-
high heat. Brush the grates with a little oil.
Grill the corn, turning occasionally, until lightly 
charred and tender, 8 to 10 minutes. Serve hot 
on a large wooden board or platter with the Ca-
jun butter, miso butter and green goddess butter.
Cook’s Note
Store all 3 butters, covered, in the refrigerator 
for up to 4 days. Alternatively, freeze for up to 1 
month.
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What is an allergy?
Allergies develop when a person’s immune 
system overreacts to substances that are usually 
harmless.

The first time a person is exposed to an allergen, 
they do not usually experience a reaction. It 
often takes time for the immune system to build 
up a sensitivity to the substance.

In time, the immune system learns to recog-
nize and remember the allergen. As it does so, 
it starts making antibodies to attack it when 
exposure occurs. This buildup is called sensiti-
zationTrusted Source.

Some allergies are seasonal. For example, hay 
fever symptoms can peak between April and 
May, when the tree and grass pollen count in the 
air is higher. A person may experience a more 
severe reaction as the pollen count rises.

Is it an allergy or an intolerance? Learn about 
the differences here. Symptoms
An allergic reaction causes inflammation and 
irritation. However, the specific symptoms will 
depend on the type of allergen. For example, 
allergic reactions may occur in the gut, skin, 
sinuses, airways, eyes, or nasal passages.

Below are some triggers and the symptoms they 
may cause in people with an allergy.

Dust and pollen
a blocked or congested nose
itchy eyes and nose
a runny nose
swollen and watery eyes
a cough
Food
vomiting
a swollen tongue
tingling in the mouth
swelling of the lips, face, and throat
stomach cramps
shortness of breath
rectal bleeding, mainly in children
itchiness in the mouth
diarrhea
Insect stings
wheezing
significant swelling at the site of the sting
a sudden drop in blood pressure
itchy skin
shortness of breath
restlessness
hives, or a red and very itchy rash that spreads 
across the body
dizziness
a cough
chest tightness
Medication
wheezing
swelling of the tongue, lips, and face

a rash
itchiness
If symptoms become severe, anaphylaxis can 
develop.

The 9 Most Common Food Allergies
Most food allergies are caused by just nine 
foods. This article explains what they are, what 
symptoms they cause, and what you can do 
about it. Anaphylaxis symptoms
Anaphylaxis is the severest form of allergic re-
action. It is a medical emergency and can be life 
threatening. Anaphylaxis can develop quickly, 
with symptoms appearing within minutes or 
hours of exposure to the allergen.

Research suggests that anaphylaxis most com-
monly affects the skin and respiratory system.

Some symptoms include:

hives, flushing, and itchiness
difficulty breathing
wheezing
swelling
low blood pressure
changes in heart rate
dizziness and fainting
loss of consciousness
Recognizing these symptoms can be crucial to 
receiving timely treatment.
Causes
When an allergic reaction occurs, allergens bind 
to antibodies that the body produces called im-
munoglobin E (IgE). Antibodies combat foreign 
and potentially harmful substances in the body.

Once the allergen binds to IgE, specific types 
of cells — including mast cells — will release 
chemicals that trigger the symptoms of the al-
lergic reaction.

Histamine is one of these chemicals. It causes 
the muscles in the airways and walls of the 
blood vessels to tighten. It also instructs the lin-
ing of the nose to produce more mucus.

Risk factors
People may have a higher risk of allergies if they 
are under 18 years old or have a personal or 
family history of asthma or allergies.

Some researchersTrusted Source have suggested 
that those born by cesarean delivery may also 
have a higher risk of allergies, as they do not 
have exposure to the mother’s microbiome dur-
ing childbirth.
Common allergens
Potential allergens can appear almost anywhere.
In theory, a person can have an allergy to any 
food. Specific components — such as gluten, 
the protein present in wheat — can also trigger 
reactions.

The eight foods most likelyTrusted Source to 

cause allergies are:

eggs, especially the whites
fish
milk
peanuts
tree nuts
crustacean shellfish
wheat
soy
Learn more about food allergies here.

Some other common allergens include:

pet fur, dander, skin flakes, or saliva
mold and mildew
medications, such as penicillin
insect stings and bites
cockroaches, caddisflies, midges, and moths
plant pollens
household chemicals
metals, such as nickel, cobalt, chromium, and 
zinc
latex
Diagnosis
If a person believes that they may have an al-
lergy, their doctor will be able to help them 
identify what is causing the reaction.

The person should be ready to explain:

any symptoms they have noticed
when and how often they occur
what seems to cause them
any family history of allergies
whether or not other household members have 
a similar reaction
The doctor may recommend some tests or refer 
the person to a specialist.
Tests
Below are some examples of allergy tests:
Blood tests: These measure the levels of IgE 
antibodies to specific allergens in the immune 
system.
Skin prick tests: A doctor will prick the skin 
with a small amount of a possible allergen. If the 
skin reacts and becomes itchy, red, or swollen, 
the person may have an allergy.
Patch tests: To check for contact eczema, a doc-
tor may tape a metal disc with a small amount 
of a suspected allergen to the person’s back. 
They will check for a skin reaction 48 hours 
later, and then again after 2 days.
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MBT Spokeman Amjadullah Khan’s vist to USA

Left:
Hyderabad Got  Talent Grand Finale in elite gathering ends with 4 
Winners who came from different universities and states. In person-
al request our special guest and Judge came all the way from Delhi 
GST Commissioner Faheem Ahmed Sahab, along with other Judges  
Sadar Mushaira AEH Dr. Shujath Ali Sufi Sahab and Taqiuddin 
Shaji Sahab Iconic Personality guide the youth and announced 4 
winners 2 Girls and 3 Boys. The event blessed by Irfan Aziz Sahab 
famous political face, Mohammed Abdul Lateef Atear Sahab ILM 
Foundation, Shakeel Murtuza Sahab Origin Travels, And Kabul 
Darbar CEO Mujhaid Hussain Sahab.
Shujath Ali Sufi Sahab

 Wedding ceremony  of  Syed Ali Riyan Saberi with Syeda Farhana Ruhi.  
@Chowmahalla Palace ..Congratulations to.Hamed Saberi bhai & Najeeb 
bhai....Wishing the newly wedded couple a very happy married life.
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List of Hindi films of  JUNE 2025

‘Stolen’ is a gripping thriller about two broth-
ers on a desperate search for a kidnapped baby. 
Starring Abhishek Banerjee and Mia Maelzer, 
the film premieres globally on June 4, 2025.
‘Stolen’ follows a heart-wrenching search for a 
kidnapped baby
The film stars Abhishek Banerjee and Mia 
Maelzer in the lead roles
Directed by debutant Karan Tejpal, it will pre-
miere on Prime Video on June 4, 2025
The makers of ‘Stolen’ released the trailer of the 
film on Wednesday. Starring Abhishek Banerjee 
in the lead, it’s an investigative crime thriller. 
The film is directed by debutant Karan Tejpal, 
and promises a powerful and emotional story.

The trailer begins with a shocking scene at a 
lonely railway station, where a young mother, 
Jhumpa (played by Mia Maelzer from ‘Beyond 
the Clouds’), wakes up to find her baby missing. 
This painful moment sets off a tense and emo-
tional journey, as two brothers, Gautam (Ab-
hishek Banerjee) and Raman (Shubham Vard-
han), risk everything to find the child. Their 
search takes them into a dark and dangerous 
world where justice is hard to find and survival 

is a struggle.
Produced by Gaurav Dhingra under the Jungle 
Book Studio banner, ‘Stolen’ has reportedly 
been screened at several film festivals to a posi-
tive response.
Banerjee spoke about the film in a press release 
issued by his team. He called ‘Stolen’ “India’s 
answer to raw, genre-driven filmmaking.” The 
actor said, “The day I heard the story, I knew I 
wanted to be in the driver’s seat - just like my 
character, Gautam.”

Actor Mia Maelzer echoed Banerjee’s senti-
ments, and said, “’Stolen’ has been a profound 
journey for me as an actor. Karan Tejpal’s vision 
and sensitivity as a director created a space 
where authenticity could truly flourish, guiding 
us to bring out the rawness and depth the story 
demands. Portraying Jhumpa meant delving 
into a character layered with complexity and 
emotional depth, a challenge that pushed my 
boundaries.”

Along with Abhishek Banerjee and Mia Mael-
zer, the film also stars Harish Khanna, Sahidur 
Rahaman, and Shubham Vardhan. ‘Stolen’ ex-

plores deep emotions like loss, helplessness, and 
the struggle between right and wrong. The film 
will stream on Prime Video in India and over 
240 countries and regions from June 4, 2025.

Stolen trailer: Abhishek Banerjee’s relentless hunt
 for a missing baby
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Sitaare Zameen Par
Aamir Khan’’s film Sitaare Zameen Par which is 
a sequel to the 2007 film Taare Zameen Par, has 
been a much-anticipated film. It is Aamir Khan’s 
comeback after the debacle of Laal Singh Chad-
dha, hence there are a lot of expectations riding 
on it.

The makers released the trailer of the film 
yesterday. While the initial reaction to it was 
impressive, internet users soon found frame-
to-frame similarities between the film with the 
sports comedy-drama Champions, which is the 
English remake of the Spanish hit Campeones.
The plotline of Champions which is available 
for viewing on Jio Hotstar, reads,  “A disgraced 
coach mentors a team of intellectually disabled 
athletes, revealing their surprising abilities and 
changing his own life.” This is similar to the 
story that Sitaare Zameen Par’s trailer estab-
lishes as well.

Reddit now has a viral thread where it has 
posted a frame-to-frame comparison of Sitaare 

Zameen Par’s trailer and Champions, and the 
trolling has gone viral in no time.
Aamir Khan’s film “Sitaare Zameen Par” is a 
sequel to “Taare Zameen Par.”
The trailer has garnered initial praise but faced 
frame similarity claims.
Internet users noted similarities to the film 
“Champions,” a remake.
The comments on the Reddit thread read, 
“After the Forrest Gump fiasco, he should have 
stayed away from remakes or adaptations”, while 
another comment read, “Luckily, Champions is 
less popular than Forrest Gump, so fewer people 
may care. But still not a good look.” 

Some other internet users added, “Perfectionist 
in copying the film frame by frame”, another one 
mentioned, “Even that tubelight falling scene 
and almost every gag is from the original. I was 
assuming mamu will put some spin on it, but 
yeh frame-to-frame remake hai. Story 99 per-
cent same lag rahi hai.”
As for Sitaare Zameen Par’s plot, Aamir Khan 

plays a cranky and negative basketball coach 
who has the task of mentoring a team of indi-
viduals who are suffering from intellectual dis-
abilities. The trailer sets the tone for an inspiring 
tale.

Directed by  R S Prasanna, the film introduces 
10 debutants - Aroush Datta, Gopi Krishna 
Varma, Samvit Desai, Vedant Sharma, Ayush 
Bhansali, Ashish Pendse, Rishi Shahani, Rishabh 
Jain, Naman Mishra, and Simran Mangeshkar. 
The film also has Genelia Deshmukh in a key 
role.
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On the lighter side....
Why did the football coach yell at the vending 
machine? He wanted his quarter back!
--------------------------------------------------
Why wasn’t the cactus invited to hang out with 
the mushrooms? He wasn’t a fungi.
--------------------------------------------------
Why does it take pirates a long time to learn the 
alphabet? Because they can spend years at C!
-------------------------------------------------
Why can’t you put two half-dollars in your 
pocket? Because two halves make a hole, and 
your money will fall out!
----------------------------------------------------
What’s the difference between Iron Man and 
Aluminum Man? Iron Man stops the bad guy. 
Aluminum Man foils their plans.
------------------------------------------------
What’s the best thing about Switzerland? The 
flag is a big plus.
------------------------------------------------
Why did the egg have a day off? Because it was 
Fryday.
------------------------------------------------
Why did the coffee taste like dirt? Because it was 
ground just a few minutes ago.
------------------------------------------------
What word can you make shorter by adding two 
letters? Short.
-------------------------------------------------
I decided to sell my vacuum cleaner. It was just 
gathering dust.
---------------------------------------------------
Why don’t eggs tell jokes? They might crack up!
I used to have a job at a calendar factory, but I I 

used to have a job at a calendar factory, but I got 
fired because I took a couple of days off.
---------------------------------------------------
What did the grape say when it got stepped on? 
Nothing, it just let out a little wine.
---------------------------------------------------
What did the big flower say to the little flower? 
“Hi, bud!”
-----------------------------------------------
How do you catch a squirrel? Climb a tree and 
act like a nut!
----------------------------------------------------
Did you hear about the guy who invented Life-
savers? They say he made a mint!
----------------------------------------------------
What do you call a snowman with a six-pack? 
An abdominal snowman!
---------------------------------------------------
Why don’t skeletons fight each other? They don’t 
have the guts!
--------------------------------------------------
Did you hear about the restaurant on the moon? 
Great food, no atmosphere!

What did one wall say to the other wall? I’ll 
meet you at the corner!
-----------------------------------------------
Why did the math book look sad? Because it 
had too many problems!
-----------------------------------------------
How do you stop a bull from charging? Cancel 
its credit card.
Am I the only man my wife has ever dated? 
Unfortunately, yes, she said the others were all 
nines or tens! What did one hat say to the other 
hat? You stay here, I’ll go on ahead!
-----------------------------------------------------
Why did the coffee file a police report? It got 
mugged!
----------------------------------------------------
Two sheep walk into a—baaaa.
----------------------------------------------------
Stop looking for the perfect match; use a lighter.
Try the seafood diet—you see food, then you eat 
it.
----------------------------------------------------
Did you hear the rumor about butter? Well, I’m 
not going to go spreading it!
-------------------------------------------------

What’s Forrest Gump’s password? 1forrest1
--------------------------------------------------
What state is known for its small drinks? Min-
nesota.
----------------------------------------------------
What does a nosey pepper do? It gets jalapeño 
business.


