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Royal Dutch Shell Plc is looking to exit Aera Energy LLC, its California-based oil and gas producing JV with ExxonMobil 
Corp, according to a Reuters article dated 1-Jul-2021.

Aera Energy Operations Overview:
JV ownership structure (Aera Energy): Shell (51.8%) and ExxonMobil (48.2%).
Production (for 51.8% WI) is approximately 67,516 BOE/d , which equates roughly to 96% oil and 4% gas, based on the most-recent reports that Aera produces 130,340 
BOE/d for 100%  working interest.
Shell share of Aera’s accounts for 18% of California's oil and gas production.
Located primarily in San Joaquin Valley in Kern Co., CA and in Fresno Co., Monterey Co., Ventura Co., and Santa Barbara Co., CA.
Aera Energy operates nearly 13,000 wells in the San Joaquin Valley producing equal amounts of light and  heavy oil with minimal associated gas. Permitting over additional 
lighter oil assets is underway in Northern Santa Barbara county.

Asset Summary
Holds the Belridge producing complex, Coalinga field, Midway Sunset field, San Ardo field, and Ventura County assets:

Belridge producing complex*: Covers 35,200 acres. Includes the following oil and gas fields North Belridge and South Belridge, Lost Hills, Cymric, and McKittrick 
with a production of 41,440 BOE/d (based on 80,000 MBOE/d for 100% WI).
• Light oil (25° to 30° API ) is produced from the Diatomite (low perm chalk formation requiring frac-stimulation in vertical shallow wells) with heavy (11°-16°

API) oil from the Tulare and an assorted other clastic formations (sandstone, and fractured shale). Production requires cyclic steam flood, water flood and 
pump-assist.

Coalinga field: Covers  9,600 acres with a production of 3,620 BO/d (based on 7,000 Mbbl/d for 100% WI).
• Heavy 11° to 14° API oil is produced using cyclic steam and artificial lift.

Midway Sunset field: Includes North Midway Sunset and South Midway Sunset units with a production of 3,620 BOE/d (based on 7,000 BOE/d for 100% WI) and 
6,210 BOE/d (based on 12,000 BOE/d for 100% WI), respectively.
• Heavy 13° to 15° API oil nearly all of which is produced using cyclic steam injection.

San Ardo field: Covers 4,480 acres with a production of 5,180 bbl/d (based on 10,000 bbl/d for 100% WI).
• Heavy 12° to 15° API oil requiring cyclic steam, some waterflooding and artificial lift.

Ventura county: Covers 4,300 acres with a production of 6,820 MBOE/d (91% oil and 9% gas, based on 13,167 BOE/d for 100% WI).
• Light 30° API oil produced using waterflood and artificial lift.

*Infrastructure at Belridge complex includes hundreds of miles of roads, pipelines, and power lines, 10 oil and water treating plants, 100 steam generators, 2 
cogeneration plants, 1 gas processing plant, and state-of-the-art water softening plant designed to treat 300,000 bbl/d of water.
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Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 328.4 151.7 156.8 22.5°

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 89.9 20.9 23.0 30.2°

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 31.0 14.6 15.1 28.3°

Total (MMBO) 194.9

Net Shell JV (MMBO) 101.0

North Belridge

Light Oil PDP (BE) Reserves Estimate

South Belridge

Ventura

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 222.1 35.8 36.7 13.2°

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 69.5 27.6 28.1 18.1°

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 41.9 24.7 24.8 12.8°

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 15.6 17.2 17.8 12.3

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 82.2 13.8 15.1 14.5

Reservoir
Cum Oil

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

Full

(MMBO)

PDP from EUR 

BE

(MMBO)

Oil Gravity

API° and Wt 

Ave of PDP BE

Total 8.5 2.7 2.7 13.6°

Total (MMBO) 125.3

Net Shell JV (MMBO) 64.9

Heavy  Oil PDP (BE)  Reserves Estimate

San Ardo

Cymric

Coalinga

McKittrick

Lost Hills

Midway Sunset

BE EUR Oil - Best efforts for oil Estimated Ultimate Recovery
Full Oil EUR - Full-Fit Oil Estimated Ultimate Recovery.

Enverus (Drilling Info) by-well EUR estimates have been used to calculate PDP 
Reserves. Full definition of DI’s Methodology can be found here…
http://nebula.wsimg.com/55c67fab6e5d46de003bf6c2e670353b?AccessKeyId=AF
527844B1B38A5CED7D&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
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../../ResLink Reporting/Shell Aera Divest/Enverus EUR Methodology and Definitions.pdf
http://nebula.wsimg.com/55c67fab6e5d46de003bf6c2e670353b?AccessKeyId=AF527844B1B38A5CED7D&disposition=0&alloworigin=1
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Belridge Producing Complex
Located in Kern County, Calif. approximately 45 miles west/northwest of Bakersfield, the 

Belridge Producing Complex covers an area roughly 22 miles long and 2.5 miles wide. The 

Belridge Producing Complex includes exploration and production (E&P) operations in the 

North and South Belridge, Lost Hills, Cymric, and McKittrick oil fields.

Oil and gas production includes heavy oil production from the Tulare formation and light oil

production from the diatomite formation. Nearly 80,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day are

produced at Belridge.

More than 1,600 people work at the Belridge Producing Complex, including approximately 350

employees and 1,250 contractors. Belridge field operations are centered in the Belridge Oasis

headquarters building.

The infrastructure of the Belridge Producing Complex is a very large, concentrated, 

interdependent system consisting of thousands of wells; hundreds of miles of roads, pipelines, 

and power lines; ten oil and water treating plants; 100 steam generators; two cogeneration 

plants; and one gas processing plant. Additionally, Belridge has completed construction of a

(https://www.aeraenergy.com)

Belridge

https://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/belridge/ 1/2

https://www.aeraenergy.com/
http://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/belridge/
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state-of-the-art water softening plant designed to treat 300,000 barrels of water per day. The 

cogeneration capacity of the complex provides enough electricity to power all of the field’s 

operations as well as providing steam to supplement steam injection requirements.

Crude oil is sold on the premises and is transported to refineries in California for processing 

into gasoline and other fuels.

Aera and its predecessors have operated in the North and South Belridge fields since 1916, 

and is the largest producer in those fields. The South Belridge field is the third most productive 

field in the United States. The Lost Hills Field is the sixth largest producing field in California.

http://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/belridge/
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10000 Ming Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93311-1302 / (661) 665-5000 (tel:6616655000)

/ ©2021 Aera Energy LLC. All rights reserved.

(https://www.aeraenergy.com)

Coalinga

Aera and its predecessor companies have 

been producing heavy crude oil in Coalinga 

since 1913

Our Coalinga operations cover approximately 15 square miles in Fresno County about nine miles northwest of the 

City of Coalinga, just west of Interstate 5. Approximately 7,000 barrels of heavy crude oil are produced by the 

Coalinga unit each day. Crude oil is sold on the premises and is transported to refineries in California for

processing into gasoline and other fuels.

In the community, Aera is a longtime member of the Coalinga Chamber of Commerce and

serves as a sponsor of the annual Horned Toad Derby celebration. Aera was an inaugural 

sponsor of the community’s National Night Out in 2017 and has long supported career 

programs at Coalinga High School.

Additionally in 2017, our Coalinga operation donated the equivalent of more than 20,000 

pounds of food through employee and company contributions to the Community Food Bank in 

Fresno County. Team Aera volunteers helped the food bank at local food distribution sites in 

Coalinga. Coalinga employees also sponsor “Santa for Seniors,” a holiday program which 

supports the activities of residents at two local senior care facilities.

Aera and its predecessor companies have been producing heavy crude oil in Coalinga since 

1913.

https://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/coalinga/ 1/1

https://www.aeraenergy.com/
http://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/coalinga/
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10000 Ming Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93311-1302 / (661) 665-5000 (tel:6616655000)

/ ©2021 Aera Energy LLC. All rights reserved.

(https://www.aeraenergy.com)

Midway Sunset

Midway Sunset Field
Aera’s oilfield operations in the Midway Sunset field in southwestern Kern County are 

centered in the company’s North Midway Sunset and South Midway Sunset units. Aera is the 

largest operator in the Midway Sunset field, which in turn is the largest producing onshore

oilfield in the lower 48 states.

The North Midway Sunset unit is located along Highway 33 north of the town of Fellows. Oil 

production here averages 7,000 barrels of oil equivalent per day. Aera’s South Midway Sunset 

unit is located between Taft and Maricopa, and produces an average of nearly 12,000 barrels 

of oil equivalent per day. Crude oil is sold on the premises and is transported to refineries in 

California for processing into gasoline and other fuels.

https://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/midway-sunset/ 1/1

https://www.aeraenergy.com/
http://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/midway-sunset/
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San Ardo

San Ardo Field
Aera and its predecessor companies have been producing heavy crude oil in San Ardo since 

1952.

Our oil operations in San Ardo cover approximately seven square miles and are located 30

miles north of Paso Robles, just east of State Route 101. Aera’s San Ardo field produces an

average of 10,000 barrels of heavy crude oil per day. Crude oil is sold on the premises and is

transported to refineries in California for processing into gasoline and other fuels.

Through the company’s Partnership A.E.R.A. program, San Ardo employees have for more

than a decade been involved with students and teachers in the San Ardo Union Elementary 

School District. This involvement includes sponsorship of field trips and teacher mini-grants. 

Many of our employees live in northern San Luis Obispo County, and Aera’s community 

outreach extends to support of local schools, as well as the United Way and other health and 

human services agencies in Paso Robles and nearby communities.

https://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/san-ardo/ 1/1

https://www.aeraenergy.com/
http://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/san-ardo/


San Ardo

Active Oil and Cyclic Steam wells are 
colored light green and blue

B

A



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets 
for
California’s oil and gas fields

B

A

B

A



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields



© California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources
CALIFORNIA OIL & GAS FIELDS
Volume II – Southern, Central Coastal, and
Offshore California Oil and Gas Fields
(CD-1)
Contour maps, cross sections, and data sheets for
California’s oil and gas fields

Field Index



7/1/2021 Ventura - Aera Energy

(https://www.aeraenergy.com)

Ventura

Aera is the largest onshore oil producer in 

Ventura County

Aera is the largest onshore oil producer in Ventura County, with oil and gas operations 

covering approximately 4,300 acres located largely in an unincorporated area just to the 

northwest of the city of Ventura. Production averages 12,000 barrels per day of crude oil and

seven mmcf per day of natural gas. Oil is transported to refineries in the Los Angeles basin; 

natural gas is shipped to Southern California Gas Co.

Aera and its forerunner companies have been actively producing crude oil in Ventura County 

since the 1920s. Much of the operation is now in secondary recovery water injection.

Aera and its employees in Ventura are actively involved in the local community. Our company

is a longtime member of both the Ventura Chamber of Commerce and the Ventura County 

Economic Development Association.

https://www.aeraenergy.com/operations/ventura/ 1/1
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