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By Dianne Lamb
I first purchased one of these cards
on a whim from a dealer's half-price
stock. Being the "slave " to set collecting that I am, I quickly decided
that I needed to look for more of
these beautiful April 1 fish cards.
After purchasing a couple more and
examining them in detail, I realized
that the verses were all in French
and that there must be a connection
between fish and April Fool's Day,
at least in France.
After doing some digging on the
Internet, I found that there is,
indeed, a very direct relationship.
As a teacher of nine and ten yearolds for many years, April Fool's
Day was not a day anticipated. In
the United States and several other
countries, it is celebrated as a day
when people play practical jokes

11

Save the dates
March 18:
Postcard Club
meeting
April 4 & 5:
Postcard Show at the
Bloomington Armory
April 15:
Postcard club
meeting

on each other. This favorite
elementary students' day seems to
have first gotten its start in the
sixteenth century when the King of
France, Charles IX, proposed, and
later mandated, January 1 as the
date for the start of the new year.
Previously, it had been set as
April 1.
Fish continued on page 3
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Cozy Lake/Japanese Garden/Northfield Raid
By Steve & Nancy Bailey
Como Lake has undergone many changes in size,
shape and depth over the years. From an 1847 high of
120 acres it is presently only 72 acres. The lake was
wider and its northern section extended far into the
golf course across Lexington Pkwy. Cozy Lake was a
smaller, shallower, separate lake with an island in the
center, and was attached to the northern arm by a
narrow channel. It was located where holes 5, 6, 7, 8
and 9 of the golf course are now. In 1894, a narrow
channel was excavated for boats and the freer flow of
water between Lake Como and Cozy Lake. Como was
a shallow, swampy lake when it was dredged in 189596 to increase its average depth. In fact, a large part of
its area was only from two to four feet in depth. Its
shallowness caused rapid evaporation of the water under the intense summer heat. Maintaining lake water
levels was a constant struggle due to droughts and leakage through the lakebed. The dredge was used to
deepen the shallows of the lake, to remove the spongy mud islands thrown up in previous attempts at excavation by hand, which were fast oozing away, and to add to the width of the land on the lake front of the pavilion.
The black muddy deposits which covered its
bottom to a depth of from five to twenty-five
feet formed an inexhaustible supply of fertile
material with which to dress the gravelly slopes
of the hillsides, to enrich thin soils, and to fill
low places. One of the areas to be filled was the
swamp which occupied a large part of the
northern portions of the park (basically holes 2,
3, 11 and portions of hole 12, in today’s golf
course). This swamp was the deserted bed of
what was formerly the northern arm of the lake.
When its waters receded, the owners of the adjacent land, instead of conceding it to the park,
claimed their riparian rights and took possession. The board instituted proceedings for its
restoration to the park and ordered the condemnation of a tract of land embracing nearly seventeen acres which included this old lake bed and
the slopes of the adjacent hills. The plans of the
board contemplated the conversion of the
swamp into a beautiful garden intersected with
canals terminating in bathing ponds. It was believed that in this way public baths could have been provided in
separate locations for males and females respectively, in situations shrouded from public view by the thicket
of willows which covered the ground or by other shrubbery. Pumps worked day and night, pumping hundreds of millions of gallons into the lake. Eventually even the pumps couldn’t keep up and in 1925 the leaky
northern portion of Lake Como was dammed and filled.
PAGE 2

Cozy continued on page 4
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Fish continued from Page 3

Legend says that some people were not happy with this new law or were rural citizens who, due to slow
communication of news, did not know about the shift in dates and continued to celebrate the new year on
April 1. The loyal followers of King
Charles IX started to mock and play
tricks on those more reluctant to
change and others who were ignorant
of the change.
During that time, also, April 1
coincided with the end of Lent when
Christians were allowed to eat fish
instead of meat. The date also has a
direct correlation to the zodiac sign of
Pisces, represented by a fish. Thus, in
France, people who were fooled on
April Fool's Day became known as
the "Poisson 'Avril" (April Fish).
Consequently, many late 19th and early
20th century postcards (some pictured
here) helped to promote this obscure
holiday with beautiful fish illustrations.
In many countries the day includes the
joke of attempting to attach a paper fish
to the victim's back and exclaiming
"Poisson d'Avril" when the prank is
noticed. I think my students would have
whole-heartedly embraced this practice.

TCPC Spring Show
April 4 & 5, 2015
Location: Bloomington, MN Armory
3300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN
April 4 hours 9 AM to 6 PM
(members admitted at 8 AM)
April 5 hours 9 AM to 3 PM
See the TCPC Website for more details
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Cozy continued from page 2

As early as 1945 odor problems related to the excessive
growth of algae were documented. The neighborhoods
around the lake had filled in and the amount of water
running off roofs, roads and parking lots increased while
the natural wetlands in the area decreased. The Capitol
Region Watershed District, formed in 1998, has removed
sand bars and created rain gardens to address water quality
issues, and has added native plantings along the shores of
the lake to protect the lake and shoreline, and to add
wildlife habitat.
The park had several topiary figures meant to amuse the public in the mid-1890s, including a full-size elephant
that stood on the island in the middle of Cozy Lake in 1895.
Life was definitely simpler in the past as can be seen in this
June 30, 1903 article in the St. Paul Daily Globe;
MAN AND WIFE HURT BY FRIGHTENED HORSE
Automobile Dashing Through Como Park Causes a Serious
Accident. Ex-Police Lieutenant Phil Arnold and wife were
injured Sunday afternoon in Como Park by a wildly
running automobile. Mr. Arnold and wife were crossing the
bridge leading to COZY LAKE and the horse which Mr.
Arnold was driving became frightened at the sight and
sound of an automobile which dashed up alongside. The
horse could not be held and upset the occupants. Mrs.
Arnold rolled down the incline and Mr. Arnold was thrown
violently
against a tree. Both were picked up and given medical
attention. Mr. Arnold was severely bruised. By the way, the
speed Limit in the Park, circa 1888, read - “No person shall
drive or ride in any park in the city of St. Paul at a rate
exceeding seven miles per hour.”
Como Blvd. hugged the entire western portion of Como
Lake, going between it and Cozy Lake, and in 1904 a new
concrete bridge was built, which replaced an old and
dilapidated wooden structure over the canal that connected
Cozy Lake with the main lake. This bridge was 12 feet in
width overall and of a design especially fitting for the
locality.
The cost was $754. This bridge still exists today, although
it is almost entirely covered with vegetation and is only
used by foot traffic. On the postcard it is barely visible
beyond the ornate foot bridge in front. It is a single-span
masonry-arch bridge with heavy, rounded, sandstone
coping and spandrel walls that curve gently outward at the
approaches.
Cozy continued on page 5
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Cozy continued from page 4

The north shore of Cozy Lake was the site of Como Park’s original
Japanese Garden, designed by Yukio Ichikawa. It occupied the
picturesque hillside, west of the narrow channel that connected Cozy
and Como Lakes.
It began with a gift from Dr. Rudolph Schiffman, a wealthy drug
entrepreneur. Dr. Schiffman had donated the Schiffman Fountain, in
1897 modeled after a mermaid fountain in Barcelona, Spain. Dr.
Schiffman was born in St. Louis, Missouri on August 1, 1845,
attending the public schools there and receiving his medical degree
from Washington University. He served the Union cause in the Civil
War beginning as a hospital steward
and ending as an army surgeon. He
moved to St. Paul in 1879 to practice
medicine. He gained fame in the
treatment of asthmatic diseases and
established a medicine factory at 208
W. Sixth Street, in St Paul. One of his
more popular medicines was
Asthmador, which came in non-tobacco
cigarettes and pipe tobacco. It was
common practice, at the time, to ingest medicines via smoke inhalation. A major
ingredient of this product was derived from the belladonna plant.
Dr. Rudolph Schiffman was an enthusiastic grower of orchids and had the
largest collection of plants in the northwest, probably the country, both in the
number of plants and varieties. He began his collection about 1892, by purchase
from American and European collectors and by orchid hunting trips to Mexico
and Central and South America. One of his more ambitious trips was to the
Philippines in 1902, where he brought
the largest importation of orchids (at
the time) ever brought to this country.
He had four hot water heated greenhouses at his property at 79 Mounds
Boulevard, in St. Paul, which he built
in 1890. They were 18x70, 16x20 and
two at 8x20 feet. In November of 1903
he embarked on an even more ambitious trip, spending five months in the
Philippines and Japan. After arriving
back in St. Paul, in March of the following year, with even more plants (he
also sold them to other collectors), he
attended the 1904 St. Louis World’s
Fair.
Cozy continued on page 6
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Cozy continued from page 5

One of the biggest attractions at the Fair was the
150,000- square-foot tea garden that was part of
Japan’s exhibits. Yukio Ichikawa, the landscape
gardener from the Japanese Imperial Household, had
recreated sections of the Imperial palace grounds on a
hillside. He was an official of Japanese government
and his coming to St. Paul was accomplished through
the Missouri Botanical Society. If Dr. Schiffmann’s
plan had been for his personal benefit, Mr. Ichikawa
would have hesitated before undertaking to assist in
preparing a general plan for the gardens, but as Dr.
Schiffman was a high-standing citizen of St. Paul and
proposed to reproduce the Japanese gardens at Como Park as a free gift to the people of his home city he
agreed to design the garden. His design, which conformed in general detail to the gardens that surrounded
the Japanese pavilion at St. Louis, were considered marvels of landscape art. The gardens were in a measure
patterned after the gardens about the imperial palace at Tokyo. Dr. Schiffman
bought the trees and shrubs that had been part of the exhibit and invited
Ichikawa to scout for sites in St. Paul to recreate the garden.
He selected Como Park
and the three-acre garden
and in 1904, the entrance,
or Torii, to the garden was
built, and while the nature
of the design was not
strictly Japanese, it was
more in harmony with the
landscape than a correctly
designed Japanese Torii
would have been. At the
westerly entrance to the
garden, where the view
was more open, a strict adherence to the Japanese design was done. On
December 9, 1904, immediately after the closing of the Fair, Dr. Rudolph
Schiffman's collection of Japanese trees, plants, shrubs and flowers, from the St.
Louis exposition, arrived in St. Paul in care of two Japanese gardeners. The
train cars were quickly unloaded and the precious freight hurried to Como Park,
where they were stored until the next spring. The expense of the garden and
personnel was borne entirely by Dr. Schiffman. The Japanese garden at the
exposition was one of the features that attracted universal attention and when it
became known that it was to be taken to St. Paul the anger of the residents of St.
Louis was as keen as it was futile. They had expected that the delicate trees,
shrubs and flowers would remain there after the fair, and expressed disappointment when they learned that they were to be deprived of them.
Cozy continued on page 7
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Cozy continued from page 6

I n 1925, the leaky northern part of Lake Como was
filled and dammed. Cozy Lake dried up completely
after the leaky northern section of Lake Como was
dammed. An illustration of the impact that draining
of the northwestern portion of Como Lake had on the
public is well illustrated in this ad for the Coliseum
Ballroom. In 1925 they ran a series of tongue-incheek ads on some local issues ending it with
information on their entertainment. The following
ran in the June 20, 1925 issue of the St. Paul Daily
news: COLISEUM NEWS - vol. 1, No. 7, The
Coliseum Lake Continues to Rise; Como Sinking
Fast; A New Plumber Fish Has Been
Discovered in Our Lake - His Bill Is Very
Immense; Other Gossip It’s a funny thing
about this Coliseum Lake. We bid it an
affectionate goodbye {sic} the first of last
week – and here it is back again like a poor
relation. You can’t keep a good lake down –
that is, with the exception of Como and Phalen
and one or two others. Another peculiar thing
is this – they are trying desperately, with
restoratives and profanity and political ways to
fill Como up; while we are trying to empty
Coliseum Lake and the darn thing just keeps on
filling up, and Como, despite all Herman can
do, keeps gradually sinking into a state of coma. The night watchman discovered a fish in Coliseum with an immense bill. There happened to be a
plumber working out at the Coliseum – at least he was there – and our night watchman called him over and
showed the plumber the fish. “It reminds me a lot of you,” said our brilliant night watchman. “Why?”
requested the plumber, looking tough. Nothing daunted, our night watchman replied: “Because his bill is so
large.”
As early as 1908, St. Paul began searching
for suitable sites to build public golf links
and a few years later the park board advised
the purchase of forty acres of farmland between the park and the State Fairgrounds for
such a purpose. Their wish coincided with
lean years for park board funding and this
was not accomplished. However, some
twenty years later, the newly reclaimed land
in Como Park, along with 29 acres donated
to the city by the Como Park Golf Improvement Association, became the city’s third
municipal golf course. Its first nine holes
opened in 1930 and it’s second, in 1932.
Cozy continued on page 8
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Cozy continued from page 7

The old Cozy lakebed was composed of peat and
for many years after the completion of the golf
course, underground fires burned beneath the
grass. The fire department doused the occasional
hot spots. In the winter, passersby could see the
strange sight of steam escaping from the ground.
Tickets (25 cents for nine holes) were sold from a
small shack near the footbridge and pump house
until 1934, when a horse barn, which was
relocated from the southwest corner of the park to
the northwest corner of the park at Hamline and
Arlington, was remodeled into a clubhouse by
Civil Works Administration employees.
Superintendent W. LaMont Kaufman (1932-1965) recalled that for many years one could still smell its
former occupants. The golf course closed for a complete redesign in 1986 and reopened in 1988, with a new
clubhouse situated further east off Lexington Parkway.
The current Japanese Garden, The Como Ordway Memorial Japanese Garden, was constructed in 1979 as a
memorial to Charlotte Ordway with funds donated by her family. Masami Matsuda, a renowned
ninth-generation landscape designer from
Nagasaki, designed the one-acre garden. The
city of Nagasaki made a gift of the plans to
honor the sister city relationship between St.
Paul and Nagasaki.
Established in 1955, this was the ﬁrst Sister
City relationship between Asian and American
cities. The garden is designed in the
chisen-kaiyu (strolling pond) style and reflects
a natural, unplanned landscape. The garden is
intended to be experienced from many angles,
rather than from a single vantage point. In
1991, the garden was extensively renovated
under the supervision of Matsuda. He added a
teahouse and roji or tea garden. He designed
the Tea House in the traditional sukiya style characterized by elegance
and simplicity. The Tea House is constructed from natural materials
including native cedar and hardwoods creating a humble retreat. The
Tea Garden is characterized by low plantings and luxuriant moss which
combine to produce a tranquil setting and encourage a feeling of calm
prior to the tea ceremony. More than 400 tons of igneous and
metamorphic rocks were hauled in from a quarry in Apple Valley.
They punctuate the space while reminding visitors of other elements of
nature-towering mountains, weathered shorelines, and meandering
streams. Rocks also lend a sense of stability and age to the garden.
Japanese gardeners consider the garden’s topography and the
characteristics of the rocks themselves before placing them.
Cozy continued on page 9
PAGE 8
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Cozy continued from page 8

They determine each rock’s “face” and position it
in the garden accordingly. To make a rock appear
natural in the landscape, large sections of it may
need to be buried. Trees from all over the park
were personally selected by Matsuda and moved
to the garden. The garden blends Minnesota
plants and trees with Japanese garden design
principles. Water in a Japanese garden can
represent a vast ocean, a meandering stream, or a
rushing mountain waterfall. Water in the garden
is valued for its transient effects; the music of a
waterfall is the heart of this garden. A “viewing
stone” at the edge of the pond provides guests
with a central vantage point. Dry riverbeds, deﬁned by water-smooth stones, evoke water when none is present
and suggest the power of a rushing stream. The dry riverbed in this garden also serves to channel runoff
following a heavy rain. Some paths are made of irregularly shaped, ﬂat-topped stones and are arranged to
suggest natural trails. Others use cut slabs of granite, discarded millstones, and other materials. Paths not only
direct visitors through the garden, they also help set their pace. Irregular stone paths, such as those used in the
Tea Garden, require that guests watch their steps and induce a thoughtful frame of mind. Regular paths lead to
a series of beautiful vistas and important elements within the garden.
Three of the lanterns in the Garden were
originally part of the 1904 World’s Fair in Saint
Louis. The City of Nagasaki provided the wideroofed “snow-viewing” lantern, located near the
bridge, as a gift to the citizens of Saint Paul.

The lantern at the entrance to the garden was created from
stone salvaged from a 100-year old park drinking fountain.
When the garden first reopened, black swans with clipped
wings roamed freely within its fences.
Read more about Cozy will be continued in the May issue
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TCPC News
Advertising:

The club is reducing the inventory of it’s library and is
selling (through auction) the extra books that the club
will no longer keep. Come to the club meeting to have
an opportunity to see what is available and to bid on the
items.

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Marla Fulkerson
Prior Lake, MN
Collects: holiday, birthday cards

O.P. Marketplace
Argyle. TX
Collects: All types especially vintage PC

Stamps & Postcards for Boy Scouts
Jerry Kolton, one of TCPC’s members, is collecting donated
stamps and postcards for the Boy Scouts. He volunteers with
the Scouts and teaches the Scouts about stamps and postcards
if he has them to share. He’s looking for stamps such as the
one on this newsletter or other stamps you might get in the
mail. He asks that you bring them to the TCPC meeting or if
you wish to discuss this further with him, call Jerry at 763-7535257.
The webmaster is seeking shows that should be highlighted on
the website. Please send your known show information to
Duane Stabler at destbler@mediacombb.net

TCPC Spring Show
April 4 & 5, 2015
Location: Bloomington, MN Armory
3300 West 98th Street, Bloomington, MN
April 4—hours 9 AM to 6 PM
(members admitted at 8 AM)
April 5—hours 9 AM to 3 PM
See the TCPC Website for more details
Volunteers needed to work the show - this is a club sponsored show and members need to help keep it going—
contact Dave Johnson for details at 651-426-3573 to offer
your assistance.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events
All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
March 18: We welcome Spring on March 20th - do you have a postcard to show that depicts
Spring in the upper mid-west? Please bring it and tell us about it.
April 15: Easter is celebrated on April 5th. Do you have a card that is a favorite that is an
Easter postcard that you would bring to a show and tell? As an alternative, bring a card
you bought at the spring show and tell us what makes this card special so you wanted to
add it to your collection.

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2015

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2015
March 18 | April 15 | May 20
June 17 | July 15 | August 19
Sept 16 | Oct 21 | Nov 18 | Dec 16
Board Meeting Schedule
March 4 | May 6
July 1 | Sept 2 | Nov 4

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Julie Henricksen, 763-767-8365

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long .
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.
Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Dave Johnson is looking for a volunteer to assist in
preparing for the spring TCPC show. This takes
some planning and effort to organize—please consider volunteering.
Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the
board and consider providing articles to the editor.
Don’t expect a hand full of members do all the work.
Doing so will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to the attention of the editor. It will
be updated as more information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that postcards will be
at the show but that’s part of the hunt for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

ho
S
g

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

