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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Statement of Welcome 

We, the community of First Lutheran Church of Bothell, proclaim the message 
that the grace of our Lord is infinitely inclusive and that everyone is welcome. 
We believe that Christ calls us to reconciliation and wholeness in a world of 
alienation and brokenness.  

As a Reconciling in Christ congregation and as disciples of Christ seeking 
justice and reconciliation among all peoples, we at First Lutheran Church 
welcome all into the fullness of God’s love. We welcome everyone, without 
exception and regardless of sex, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, physical and mental ability, age, or station in life. We recognize 
that each person is a unique creation of God, and through grace, a child of 
God.  

All are welcome at First Lutheran.  

All are welcome to worship, to hear the Good News, to receive the 
sacraments, and to share in fellowship and service. As members of First 
Lutheran Church, we pledge ourselves and our congregation to exercise our 
faith in Christ, treasuring one another’s similarities while embracing our God-
given differences. We pledge that we will strive to live as a reconciling 
people, in our life together and in our outreach to the world. 
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The Celebration of 
the Life and Resurrection of 

Tor Kristiansen 
February 25, 2023 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME 

INTRODUCTION 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of all 
mercy and the God of all consolation, who comforts us in all our sorrows so 
that we can comfort others in their sorrows with the consolation we ourselves 
have received from God. 

GATHERING HYMN:  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound (ELW 779) 
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In his baptism, Tor was 
clothed with Christ. In the day of Christ's coming, he shall be clothed with 
glory. 

Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the 
earth, who by your breath gave us life, 

Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all 
humanity, who rose from the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise 
you. 

Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure 
confidence and everlasting hope, we worship you. 
We glorify you. We praise you. We worship you. 

To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you today our brother Tor. We 
thank you for giving him to us to know and to love as a companion in our 
pilgrimage on earth. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. 
Give us faith to see that death has been swallowed up in the victory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and hope until, by your 
call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your saints; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

TIME OF REMEMBERANCE: We take this time to hear the story of our 
husband, father, uncle, and friend Tor. Story telling is an important work 
in our lives, it helps us understand each other and hopefully life more 
fully into God’s love. 

Lena Kristiansen Nelson (Granddaughter) and  
Amanda Torjussen (grandniece) 

ANTHEM: Deilig Er Jordan 
               Norwegian Male Chorus 
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 (Rob Bernhoft) 
1For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 
 2a time to be born, and a time to die; 
 a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 
 3a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
 a time to break down, and a time to build up; 
 4a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
 a time to mourn, and a time to dance; 
 5a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
 a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 
 6a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
 a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 
 7a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
 a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 
 8a time to love, and a time to hate; 
 a time for war, and a time for peace. 
9What gain have the workers from their toil? 10I have seen the business that 
God has given to everyone to be busy with. 11He has made everything suitable 
for its time; moreover he has put a sense of past and future into their minds, 
yet they cannot find out what God has done from the beginning to the end. 12I 
know that there is nothing better for them than to be happy and enjoy 
themselves as long as they live; 13moreover, it is God's gift that all should eat 
and drink and take pleasure in all their toil. 14I know that whatever God does 
endures forever; nothing can be added to it, nor anything taken from it; God 
has done this, so that all should stand in awe before him. 15That which is, 
already has been; that which is to be, already is; and God seeks out what has 
gone by.  

PSALM: Psalm 23 (Lindsay Kristiansen) 
1The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 2He makes me lie down in green pastures; 
 he leads me beside still waters; 3he restores my soul. 
 He leads me in right paths or his name's sake. 
 4Even though I walk through the darkest valley, 
 I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff —  
 they comfort me. 
 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
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 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
 all the days of my life, 
 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD 
 my whole life long. 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:4-13 (Lisbeth Kristiansen) 
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be 
known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in 
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is 
any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. 9Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and 
heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
10I rejoice in the Lord greatly that now at last you have revived your concern 
for me; indeed, you were concerned for me, but had no opportunity to show 
it. 11Not that I am referring to being in need; for I have learned to be content 
with whatever I have. 12I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is 
to have plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of being 
well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in need. 13I can do 
all things through him who strengthens me.  

GOSPEL READING: Matthew 11:25-30 (Ase Torjussen) 
A reading from Matthew. 25At that time Jesus said, "I thank you, Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; 26yes, Father, for such was 
your gracious will. 27All things have been handed over to me by my Father; 
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father 
except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 
28Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. 29Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Here I Am, Lord (ELW 574) 
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APOSTLES' CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven 
and on earth your light and your peace. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may 
die to sin and rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your 
loving care, that, casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the 
days ahead. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, 
where this world groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear 
witness to your light and life. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life 
everlasting. God of mercy, 
hear our prayer. 

God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ 
destroyed the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, 
and that neither death nor life, nor things present nor things to come, will be 
able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD'S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

COMMENDATION 
Let us commend Tor to the mercy of God, our maker and redeemer. 

Silence for reflection. 

Into your hands, O merciful Savior, we commend your servant Tor. 
Acknowledge, we humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, 
a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own redeeming. 
Receive him into the arms of your mercy, 
into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 
Amen. 

ANTHEM: I Midnotsolen 
               Norwegian Male Chorus 

BLESSING 
May the silence of the hills, the joy of the winds, the peace of the fields, the 
music of the birds, the fire of the sun the strength of the trees and the faith of a 
little child, in all of which is God go with you and be with you today and always. 
Amen  
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SENDING HYMN: Praise to the Lord, the Almighty (ELW 858) 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us out in peace. 

POSTLUDE 
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Assisting with Today’s Service: 

Presiding Pastor: Rev. Pam Russell  

Organ / Piano: Lucy Kay Osborne 

Altar Guild: Donna Hillard 

Sound Tech: Roger Wolter 

Camera Tech:  David Osborne 

Memorials may be made in Tor’s name to: 
First Lutheran Church Endowment Fund or Doctor’s Without Borders 
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