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February 21, 2021
Please take the bulletin with you
or dispose of it in our recycling bin.
Thank you.

FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT (Invocabit)
Genesis 3:1–21
2 Corinthians 6:1–10
Matthew 4:1–11
Jesus Does Battle in Our Place
In the Garden, man exalts himself to be a god in place of God (Gen. 3:1–21). He succumbs to the temptation of
the devil, and eating of the forbidden fruit, he receives death. But in the sin-cursed wilderness, God humbles
Himself to become man in place of man (Mt. 4:1–11). He does not eat but fasts and bears the onslaughts of the
devil for us that we may be restored to life. Jesus stands as David in our place to do battle against the Goliath,
Satan (1 Samuel 17:40–51). Though outwardly Jesus appears weak, yet He comes in the name of the Lord of
hosts. He draws from the five smooth stones of the books of Moses and slings the Word of God. The stone sinks
into the forehead, and the enemy falls. In Christ we are victorious over the devil. Let us therefore not receive
the grace of God in vain (2 Cor. 6:1–10), but seeing that we have a great High Priest, let us come boldly to the
throne of grace, that we may obtain help in time of need (Heb 4:14–16).
Silent Preservice Meditation and Prayer

Blessed Lord, you have caused all Holy Scripture to be written for our learning. Grant that we may
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that by patience and the comfort of your
holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.
Music for Reflection
Announcements
Gathering Hymn
O Lord, throughout These Forty Days
418
1 O Lord, throughout these forty days
You prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for our sin,
And free us from our past.
2

You strove with Satan, and You won;
Your faithfulness endured;
Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust
In God’s eternal Word.

3

Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed
And fixed Your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves,
Since we have known God’s love.

4

Be with us through this season, Lord,
And all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns,
We join in heaven’s praise.
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510
Confession and Forgiveness
Stand
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our
unworthiness and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us
take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of
Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner.
Kneel/Stand
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life.
Amen.
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered
us into Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new
life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and
praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
C Amen.
Stand
Service of the Word
Lord, Have Mercy (Kyrie)
C Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.
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Salutation and Prayer of the Day
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.
O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the wilderness and brought them to the promised
land. Guide the people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk through the
wilderness of this world toward the glory of the world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading
Genesis 3:1-21
Now the serpent was more clever than any wild animal which the Lord God had made. He said to the
woman, “Has God really said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”
2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3but not from the fruit of
the tree that is in the middle of the garden. God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it. You shall not touch it, or
else you will die.’”
4The serpent said to the woman, “You certainly will not die. 5In fact, God knows that the day you eat from it,
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
6When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was appealing to the eyes, and that the
tree was desirable to make one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate. She gave some also to her husband, who
was with her, and he ate it. 7The eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized that they were naked.
They sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for their waists. 8They heard the voice of the Lord God, who

was walking around in the garden during the cooler part of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves
from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.
9The Lord God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
10The man said, “I heard your voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, so I hid myself.”
11God said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree from which I commanded you
not to eat?”
12The man said, “The woman you gave to be with me—she gave me fruit from the tree, and I ate it.”
13The Lord God said to the woman, “What have you done?”
The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
14The Lord God said to the serpent:
Because you have done this,
you are cursed more than all the livestock,
and more than every wild animal.
You shall crawl on your belly,
and you shall eat dust all the days of your life.
15I will put hostility between you and the woman,
and between your seed and her seed.
He will crush your head,
and you will crush his heel.
16To the woman he said:
I will greatly increase your pain in childbearing.
With painful labor you will give birth to children.
Your desire will be for your husband,
but he will rule over you.
17To Adam he said:
Because you listened to your wife’s voice
and ate from the tree about which I commanded you,
“You shall not eat from it,”
the soil is cursed on account of you.
You will eat from it with painful labor all the days of your life.
18Thorns and thistles will spring up from the ground for you,
but you will eat the crops of the field.
19By the sweat of your face you will eat bread
until you return to the soil,
for out of it you were taken.
For you are dust,
and to dust you shall return.
20The man named his wife Eve because she would be the mother of all the living. 21The Lord God made
clothing of animal skins for Adam and for his wife and clothed them.
P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
New Testament/Epistle
2 Corinthians 6:1-10
2
As fellow workers we also urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. For he says:
At a favorable time I listened to you,
and in the day of salvation I helped you.
Look, now is the favorable time! See, now is the day of salvation!
3We are giving no one a reason to stumble in any way, so that our ministry will not be blamed. 4Rather, in
every way we show ourselves to be God’s ministers: in great endurance, in troubles, in hardships, in difficulties,
5in beatings, in imprisonments, in riots, in hard work, in sleepless nights, in times of hunger; 6in purity, in
knowledge, in patience, in kindness, in the Holy Spirit, in sincere love, 7in the word of truth, in the power of
God; with the weapons of righteousness on the right and on the left; 8through glory and dishonor, through bad
report and good report; treated as deceivers yet being honest, 9treated as unknown and yet being well known;
as dying, and yet look—we live; as punished yet not put to death; 10as grieving yet always rejoicing; as poor yet
making many rich; as having nothing yet possessing everything.

P
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Stand
Holy Gospel

Matthew 4:1-11

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the Devil. 2After he had fasted forty
days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The Tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,
command these stones to become bread.”
4But Jesus answered, “It is written:
Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.”
5Then the Devil took him into the holy city. He placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and he said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down. For it is written:
He will command his angels concerning you.
And they will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”
7Jesus said to him, “Again, it is written:
You shall not test the Lord your God.”
8Again the Devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. 9He said to him, “I will give you all of these things, if you will bow down and worship me.”
10Then Jesus said to him, “Go away, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him
only.’”
11Then the Devil left him, and just then angels came and served him.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,

whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.
Sit
Message Hymn
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
657
1 A mighty fortress is our God,
A sword and shield victorious;
He breaks the cruel oppressor’s rod
And wins salvation glorious.
The old satanic foe
Has sworn to work us woe.
With craft and dreadful might
He arms himself to fight.
On earth he has no equal.
2

No strength of ours can match his might.
We would be lost, rejected.
But now a champion comes to fight,
Whom God Himself elected.
You ask who this may be?
The Lord of hosts is He,
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord,
God’s only Son, adored.
He holds the field victorious.

3

Though hordes of devils fill the land
All threat’ning to devour us,
We tremble not, unmoved we stand;
They cannot overpow’r us.
Let this world’s tyrant rage;
In battle we’ll engage.
His might is doomed to fail;
God’s judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.

4

God’s Word forever shall abide,
No thanks to foes, who fear it;
For God Himself fights by our side
With weapons of the Spirit.
Were they to take our house,
Goods, honor, child, or spouse,
Though life be wrenched away,
They cannot win the day.
The Kingdom’s ours forever!
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005510

Children's Message
Message

“Christ has Defeated Satan”

Stand
Prayers of the Church
P. Let us pray for the whole Church of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according to their needs.
Brief silence
P. In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For the Lord’s guidance, that as God led His ancient people through the desert and brought them to
the Promised Land, we may follow our Savior through the wilderness of this world and toward the glory
of the world to come, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For new and contrite hearts, that we may receive God’s absolution lamenting our sins and
acknowledging our wretchedness, yet in the confidence that He disdains nothing He has made and
forgives the sins of those who are penitent, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For the Church, her ministers and her people, that God would stretch forth the right hand of His
majesty to defend us from those who rise up against her, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For all catechumens and their teachers, all children and their parents, and every Christian home,
that God would preserve them from the assaults of the evil one and, as Christ overcame Satan in the
desert by the Word of God, also give us the victory through Him and His Word, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For the needy, the sick and the troubled especially those whom we have named on our prayer list and
those who we now name in the thoughts of our hearts . . . . . . . . . . . . . that God would send His holy
angels to protect and keep us in His ways, that no evil may befall us, let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. For all who commune this day, that as God once covered the sin of our first parents with animal skin,
foreshadowing Christ’s perfect sacrifice by which we are cleansed and clothed, He would give us the
garments of repentance and faith to receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of all our sins,
let us pray to the Lord:
C. Lord, have mercy.
P. Lord God, heavenly Father, inasmuch as the adversary continually afflicts us and as a roaring lion
walks about, seeking to devour us: We implore You for the sake of the suffering and death of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, to help us by the grace of the Holy Spirit and to strengthen our hearts by Your Word, that
our enemy may not prevail over us, but that we may evermore abide in Your grace and be preserved
unto everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C. Amen.
Blessing (Benediction)
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P The grace of our Lord  Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
(Internet livestreaming ends here)

Sit
Offering
Service of the Sacrament
Stand
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on
us and all creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent
Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death
that we might not die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life.
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify
Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus)
LSB 208
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored;
Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name.
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord;
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord!
Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

Peace of the Lord (Pax Domini)
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)
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C 1 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray.

Sit

2 O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God,
You take the sin of the world away;
Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ,
And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray.

Receiving the Lord’s Supper
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to
those who come to receive, saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart + in peace.
C Amen.
Stand
Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)
C 1 O Lord, now let Your servant
Depart in heav’nly peace,
For I have seen the glory
Of Your redeeming grace:
A light to lead the Gentiles
Unto Your holy hill,
The glory of Your people,
Your chosen Israel.
2 All glory to the Father,
All glory to the Son,
All glory to the Spirit,
Forever Three in One;
For as in the beginning,
Is now, shall ever be,
God’s triune name resounding
Through all eternity.
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Post-Communion Prayer
P Let us pray.
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your onlybegotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Blessing (Benedicamus)
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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Blessing (Benediction)
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn
The Tree of Life
561
1 The tree of life with ev’ry good
In Eden’s holy orchard stood,
And of its fruit so pure and sweet
God let the man and woman eat.
Yet in this garden also grew
Another tree, of which they knew;
Its lovely limbs with fruit adorned
Against whose eating God had warned.
2

The stillness of that sacred grove
Was broken, as the serpent strove
With tempting voice Eve to beguile
And Adam too by sin defile.
O day of sadness when the breath
Of fear and darkness, doubt and death,
Its awful poison first displayed
Within the world so newly made.

3

What mercy God showed to our race,
A plan of rescue by His grace:
In sending One from woman’s seed,
The One to fill our greatest need—
For on a tree uplifted high
His only Son for sin would die,
Would drink the cup of scorn and dread
To crush the ancient serpent’s head!

4

Now from that tree of Jesus’ shame
Flows life eternal in His name;
For all who trust and will believe,
Salvation’s living fruit receive.
And of this fruit so pure and sweet
The Lord invites the world to eat,
To find within this cross of wood
The tree of life with ev’ry good.

Text: © 1993 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110005510
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For announcements, please see this week’s Communicator

