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Church Secretary:
Sexton:
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Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2021 SESSION
Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Jami Lynn Arcilla
Erin Roguso

Class of 2022
Jennifer Aquino
Carl Erickson
Diane Hull

CLASS OF 2023
Dottie Kappers
Mark Slachetka
Geof Gohlich

Clerk of Session: Donna Erickson

2021 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2021
Jen Bramley
Pat Gohlich
Justin Simmons

Class of 2022
Ellen Bergman
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

CLASS OF 2023
Gilles Djongang
Jackie Hammel
Lorinda Ravo

2021 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Director: Jen Bujno
Patricia Butts - 2021
Vedanira Fernandez - 2022
Jen Aquino
- 2023
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:
Gwenn and Louis Bartku
Joan Beddow
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Churches throughout the U.S.
College Students
Barbara Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
FPCH
Reverend Frank Fowler
Friends of FPCH
Roger George (father of Gwen
Bartku)
Terry Gretchen
Maikuu congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the Armed Forces
The Miller Family
Barbara Pace, niece of the
Prestopines
Shirley Pennington

Paul Sobolewski
Students in the community
Teachers and Nurses in schools
Those who are food insecure
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from COVID
Those recovering from surgery
Barb Yankiv

DATES TO REMEMBER: MAY 2021

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR

02:

As I come to my last few days here at First Presbyterian
Church in Hackettstown, I am grateful. This has not been the
easiest time to be a minister nor has it been the easiest part
of my own personal journey in ministry. Yet, I finish my time
here knowing that I have learned a tremendous amount
about my own faith and leadership in the midst of challenges.
I will be a better minister because of my time here among
you. Thank you for letting me be a part of this congregation’s
life and showing me a tremendous amount of grace.
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Worship - 10:00 AM - in person and Livestream via https://
www.facebook.com/FPCHackettstown/;
Clothing Drive
Worship - 10:00 AM - in person and Livestream via https://
www.facebook.com/FPCHackettstown/
Happy Mother’s Day
Newton Presbytery meeting - 7:00 PM - via Zoom
Zoom Bible Study. Contact Ryan VanOrden for Zoom link
Ascension Day
Worship - 10:00 AM - in person and Livestream via https://
www.facebook.com/FPCHackettstown/; worship led by Ryan
VanOrden
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM - Conference Room
Pentecost: Worship and Communion - 10:00 AM - in person
and Livestream via
https://www.facebook.com/FPCHackettstown/; worship led
by Rev. Sal Siermarco
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM - via Zoom
Worship - 10:00 AM - Livestream via https://
www.facebook.com/FPCHackettstown/; worship led by
Lorinda Ravo
Happy Memorial Day

My hope for First church is that it would live into the
tremendous potential it has inherited from past generations.
There are tremendous capabilities in your midst. I pray that
you cherish your history while realizing the world is moving in
ways that will create new histories. These new histories will
stretch and question all of our assumptions about church.
You are more than able to rise to that task.
My first newsletter article began with the self deprecating
line, “Now I will begin by dropping some balls.” I have tried
to approach my time here with humor while not avoiding
hard truths (even my own). I have been keenly aware of my
own shortcomings, but I am proud of my accomplishments.
Ministry is a call by Jesus that is equally answered by the
whole community of faith. I am proud you allowed me to to
share in that ministry for over 2 years. Please know that I will
continue to love you and keep this congregation in my
prayers. Thank you for your support during my time here I
wish you all the best.

Please remember to call the church office or to email Mary with
your reservation for in-person worship. Thank you.

Much love, Brian

APRIL 2021 FINANCIAL $NAPSHOT
BY: AL RAVO

The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
MARCH
Year to
Date
Income
$16,558.98
$46,323.92
Expenses Paid
$19,505.71
$51,131.83
Net Operating Income/
(Deficit)
($2,946.73)
($4,807.91)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
Comments / Observations:
1.The 4th Sunday, March 28, was the
largest collection of the month, $6,395.00,
with quarterly donations received from a
few members. The collection from the 3rd
week was $465.00.
2.T h e 3 l a r g e s t o p e ra t i n g e x p e n s e
payments made in March were, 1.) Church
payroll ($7155.79), 2.) snow plowing and
salting of the parking lot late January and
early February ($6,725.00) and 3.) March
Board of Pensions dues ($2,002.29).
3.The snow plowing and salting expenses
appear in March because they were paid in
February with the church credit card and the charge appeared on
the next monthly statement.
The 2021 Per Capita is $40.00 for each member of the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or Per
Capita.

BUILDING ON GENEROSITY CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN FUND - UPDATE, MARCH 2021
BY: AL RAVO

Below, you will find the breakdown of money transactions for the
month of March, 2021.
March 2021 Amounts:
•

Donations received during March, $1,590.00.

•

Invoices / Expenses paid during March, $0.00.

•

Endowment principle used during March, $0.00.

•

Endowment principle paid back during March, $0.00.

Statistics on donations received since Kick Off dinner 9/28/19,
$196,736.29:
•

48% of FPCH members have donated to the BOG campaign.

•

Donations breakdown:

•

10.1% -

•

62.5% - $122,951.80 from members

•
•

$19,905.00 from nonmembers

27.4% $53,879.49 from anonymous, church
dinner donations
100.0% - $196,736.29 Total

The estimate for the steeple work in 2021 is $100,000.00. The
church has $6,292.88 in donations towards the steeple portion of
the BOG capital campaign.

Please contact Al Ravo if you have any questions or would like to
discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds,
Per Capita or the Building On Generosity Capital Campaign.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SUBSTITUTE
CAMERA OPERATORS
We are so grateful to our MEVO camera operator, Jess
McDonagh who faithfully works the camera for live-streaming our
services. We are looking for people willing to be
trained in using the system (it works off of an
iPad) so that we have substitutes available on the
days that Jess is unable to be in church. If you
are interested in learning how to work the
camera and be part of our substitute volunteers,
please let worship chair Geof Gohlich know.
Geof’s contact
information is in the church directory.

DEACONS AT WORK
BY: LORINDA RAVO

So many commented on the beauty of the silk flowers in the
sanctuary for our Easter flowers.
We want to thank all who
sponsored flowers, and especially Deacons Ellen Bergman and Jackie
Hammel who created the floral display on the dais. We are delighted
that we can continue the tradition of purchasing live flowers or
sponsoring silk flowers in the coming years.
Thanks to all who donated and all who assisted with our spring
clothing drive. We loaded over 350 bags onto the truck on Saturday,
May 8. All proceeds from our clothing drives benefit the continuing
compassionate ministry of the Board of Deacons. Even though the
spring drive has ended, you can still donate by using the side door
to the garage, and placing your BAGGED donations of clothing,
linens, stuffed animals, towels, handbags, inside.
Please bag
donations of shoes separately!

SPRING TIME DOT-TO-DOT ACTIVITY
Connect the dots to complete the image of this springtime bird. Then add
some color.

Sharing God’s Bounty
Setting Goals
WHAT’S THE WORRY?
Jesus knows our nature. He knows we’re prone to worry. Perhaps that’s why he
warned:
“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the
body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or
reap or store away in barns, and yet your Heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not
much more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his
life?” (Matthew 6:25-27)
In spite of these words of both admonition and assurance, Christians still tend to worry.
Sometimes worry about the ability to provide for our families takes over our lives to such
an extent that it guides our thoughts and actions. We put off giving to the Lord through our
church – “temporarily,” we say – until we feel secure in our financial situations. Life, as
you know, seems to throw one crisis after another at us, and, often, that financial security
never comes.
We have the same worry when it comes to serving. We complain that we just don’t
have time. We work long hours, and then we have commitments to our families. How can
we go to meetings or make meals for a family whose mom is sick?
Later, we tell God and even ourselves. Later, when the college tuitions are paid and the
kids are out of the house. Then we’ll have time and money. But then, after all that hard
work, don’t I deserve to get away and take a nice, long cruise?
We reap what we sow, we read in 2 Corinthians 9:6. What are you sowing? Proverbs
11:18 reads,
“He who sows righteousness reaps a sure reward.” Matthew 6:19-21 records Jesus’
words, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on Earth, where moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in
Heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and
steal. For where you treasure is, there your heart will be also.”
Is it forgetfulness of God’s promises or lack of faith that keeps us stuck in this pattern
of giving all for our physical, temporal lives instead of storing up treasures in Heaven.
Take God at his Word: give generously, serve without reward, take time to help others, and
watch him satisfy your every need.
© Copyright Parish Publishing, LLC ● May not be copied without permission. ● www.parishpublishing.org

BOOKS FOR YOUR READING PLEASURE
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

This month, I have selected some titles that reflect Spring time .
Happy Reading.
The Wind in the Willows by Kenneth Grahame. This
is the story of four stubbornly loyal friends: river-loving
Mole and Ratty, infuriating (but lovable) Toad, and wise
Badger. A tale of friendship, loyalty and fun
adventures. Although this is considered a children’s
classic, it certainly makes for great reading for children
and adults alike. I want to read this very soon.

The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. A
spoiled, loveless orphan and a coddled, cantankerous
invalid bring a forgotten garden—and each other—to
life again in this childhood classic. The themes of
rebirth and renewal—and the literal spring that
blooms before their eyes in their secret garden—make
spring the perfect time to revisit this book, or read it
for the first time.
All Creatures Great and Small by James Herriot.
This is the first in Herriot's autobiographical series
about life as a country vet in Northern England. When
Herriot lands a position with an eccentric owner of an
existing veterinary practice at age of 23, he learns to
treat the animals that inhabit popular Yorkshire
farms. This is a delightful collection of short stories
about Herriot’s opportunities to mend, treat, and heal
pets and livestock he encounters at his new practice.

I hope you enjoy these titles this month.

A NOTE ABOUT OUR PANTRY
BY: JUSTIN SIMMONS

First and foremost, as a member of the Board of Deacons, I
would like to thank all of our members and those who are Friends of
First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown for your kindness and
generosity to our local outdoor food pantry. Every item you bring to
the shelves is truly appreciated.
As you may or may not have noticed, we now have a third
cabinet available for cosmetic items like toothpaste, mouthwash,
toothbrushes, shampoo and conditioner, deoderant, and other
sundries that are difficult to acquire due to costs. Other items like
laundry detergent, dish soap, sponges, body wash or soap and the
like can be placed in this cabinet as well.
There continues to be a need for many items that the food
insecure can use. Continue to bring your canned vegetables, tuna,
chicken salad, and other canned meat products like Dinty Moore
Stew, Chef-Boy-R-Dee items, and soups in a can. In addition, there
is always a need for peanut butter and jelly, breakfast items like
cereal, pancake mix, syrup, and baby food. Snacks are a welcomed
treat as many parents cannot afford to purchase granola bars,
puddings, pop tarts, cake or brownie mixes, and individualized bags
of chips, pretzels, or popcorn. Likewise, pastas and sauces can go a
long way and so can items like Hamburger, Chicken, or Tuna Helper.
Finally, consider items like boxed or bottled juices or water.
Please do not purchase items that can spoil in the heat.
Items like cheese, milk, eggs, and yogurt are wonderful ideas, but
since we have no refrigeration and the temperatures are warming
up, we cannot use those items. In addition, please do not bring
items that were previously opened at your home.
Once again, thank you for your continued support of our
mission to help those who are unable to provide for themselves.
You are all so very generous and kind.

THANK YOU, TEACHERS
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

The first week in May is designated Teacher Appreciation
Week.
Kids of our congregation, as you continue with your
education, whether that is in preschool, elementary school, middle
school, high school, or college, or in an adult learning capacity or at
Sunday School, it is generally a good practice to show your thanks
to the educators who have provided you with guidance throughout
the year.
This month, take time to thank those role models - teachers,
tutors, paraprofessionals, coaches, or specialty instructors - for
giving of their time and energy to provide you with some assistance
this year.
And to all our fine members of the congregation who are
educators, I applaud you for the fine job you do. Thank you!

AN ODE TO MOTHERS AND
GRANDMOTHERS
Wonderful Mother
God made a wonderful mother,
A mother who never grows old;
He made her smile of the sunshine,
And He molded her heart of pure gold;
In her eyes he placed bright shining stars,
In her cheeks fair roses you see;
God made a wonderful mother,
And He gave that dear mother to me.
And Grandmas, Too…
While we honor all our mothers
With words of love and praise,
While we tell about their goodness
And their kind and loving ways,
We should also think of grandma,
She’s a mother too, you see…
For she mothered my dear mother
And my mother mothered me.

TO OUR YOUNGER CHURCH MEMBERS
WRITE A NOTE TO YOUR MOM OR GRANDMAS
Hi, kids of our congregation. I know how much you love your
moms and grandmas. I know how much you appreciate all that
they do for you throughout the year. However, do they really know
the depth of your love? Do you tell them everyday how much they
mean to you?
Even if you do express your appreciation verbally, it is always
nice to have a written memory for future years to come. So this
Mother’s Day, I encourage you to get out a sheet of paper and
create a poem or a letter or a song in honor of the moms and
grandmas you love so much. I am sure they would love to hear
your thoughts in a creative way and keep that memory close to
their hearts so they can reread your lovely words as often as they
wish.
Happy writing, all. And be sure to send me some pictures of
what you created so that we can share them in the newsletter next
month. Send images to maryann.simmons3@verizon.net and in the
subject line, please write NEWSLETTER INFORMATION.
Here are some ideas to get you started:
What to write in a letter to your mom?
No matter how old you are, in her eyes you will always be her little
boy or girl.
• Mom, you are the best! ...
• Thank you for all of the invaluable lessons you've taught
me. ...
• I know I didn't always make it easy on you. ...
• You are amazing and appreciated. ...
• Mom, you are irreplaceable. ...
• Thank you for everything you've done for me.
• Be sure to add some pictures, home made drawings, or
photographs of times you shared together for a personal
touch.
Good luck and have fun with this activity!!!

FUN SPRING ACTIVITIES
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Spring is finally upon us, as the weather is now showing its
true colors of fair temperatures, light to no wind, and blue skies.
Now that we feel the beautiful times of the season, we should get
outdoors and begin to take advantage of the experiences we can
share as a family. This season, take time to consider one of the
following activities:
1. Have a family picnic in the backyard or at a lovely local
park.
2. Go for a walk around the neighborhood or in the park.
3. Take a hike.
4. Go for a family bike ride.
5. Go for a jog or a run.
6. Enjoy the spring weather at an outdoor
cafe.
7. Visit a farm to see the baby animals.
8. Plant a spring garden.
9. Play a round of golf.
10.Look for four-leaf clovers.
11.Go to the local playground and swing on the
swings.
12.Feed the ducks at a local pond.
13.A a drive to an ice cream parlor and indulge.
14.Sit on the back deck or on the front porch and
enjoy some lovely conversation.
15.Visit family who you haven’t seen in a
while.
16.Play a game of hopscotch.
17.Go strawberry picking at at local farm.
18.Sit on a park bench and call a friend.
19.Read a book outside.
20.Get caught in a Spring shower.

Happy Spring, Everyone!

MAY
BIRTHDAYS
02: Jessica Dartnell
06: John Mark Wojcicki
Donald Luques
08: Nellie Creagar
10: Charles Lee
11: Gabriel Roguso
17: Brian Wallace
21: Geof Gohlich
22: Carol Hammell
John O’Brien
23: Carol Spitzer
24: Lauren DelPlato
25: Heather Melendez
26: Austin Stone
30: Meg Slachetka
31: Rose Green

MAY
ANNIVERSARIES
10: Scott & Donna Annunziata
15: Jeff & Suzanne Raphaels
Chris & Sara Kshatri
19: Mark & Winnie Slachetka
20: Jeff & Kim Newton*
21: Michael & Ginny Plumbo
23: Dan & Linda Gardner
28: Anthony & Eileen Curcio
30: Ted & Brenda Zellars

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL
FOR ANOTHER YEAR OF HAPPINESS,
GOOD HEALTH, AND GOOD CHEER!

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

In 1883 the Sabbath School had 421 names on the roll of the
Main School and 116 at the Beattystown
location for a total of 537. Many of these
Sunday School members were adults. In
1885 the membership was 305 in
Hackettstown and 87 in Beattystown for a
total of 492. There were 450 library books
in Hackettstown and 150 in Beattystown.

THANK YOU, FROM BARB YANKIV
"I would like to thank everyone for all the calls, cards and visits
from so many friends and family. My total
knee surgery was very successful. I'm still
going to therapy and well on the road to
recovery. It was all due to the well wishes
and prayers given for me. A big thank you to
all".
Love, Barbara Yankiv

MUSIC NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

After discussion in the most recent worship committee
meeting, we have decided to “ride out” the spring and summer
months before returning our music ensembles to worship.
The
considerations of social distancing, singing, and masking are driving
our decisions. We know that you all miss our talented choirs, and
we will welcome them back when it is safe for everyone! And when
we do return, there are always openings for those who want to be
part of our ensembles. Keep an eye out for updates!

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Dear All.
Spring is in the air and that is a wonderful feeling. We are finally
able to get outside to walk around the neighborhood, have a
picnic, or greet our friends and neighbors. We are also finally able
to get to the church in order to worship in our beautiful Sanctuary.
With that in mind, please remember to contact Mary at the church
office or via email to reserve your place for in-person worship. If
you cannot do that, remember that we are still Live streaming the
Sunday services through our FaceBook page.
Please look through this newsletter and know that I have
attempted to provide you with some Spring activities to consider,
as well as a new Connect-the-Dots activity for our younger
congregation members. Also included is a new book list for your
reading pleasure which reflects the time of year.
Lastly, on behalf of our church members, I would like to wish
Pastor Brian a good luck farewell as he begins his next endeavor
at The Church of the Open Door in Cold Spring, New York. May
you receive, Brian, a warm welcome from their congregation. We
hope that its members enjoy their time with you as we have here
at First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown.
Happy Spring, Everyone!
All my best,
MaryAnn Simmons

