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What have we done lately?
Vicar Vince Piekarski
Luke 16:19-31 (NRSVUE)

[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
You know today may just be one of those very few days that I get up here and even get slightly close to some hell, fire, and brimstone preaching. Now, of course, that is not because I am choosing to do so, but that is precisely where this Gospel Reading has kind of led us. There is some very scary imagery here, and we should do our best to take a look at it, but we should also ensure that we do not miss the point of the rest of the Gospel Text either. So, I will say, let us all proceed with caution here today.
[bookmark: _Hlk209931648][bookmark: _Hlk209973660]Well, what exactly does proceed with caution look like with a parable that is pretty cut and dry such as this one? Furthermore, why do we have to explore what seems to be the highest and lowest person in society, what about me the person in the middle who does not have a mansion and is not lying out in front of someone’s property hoping for food and help and even being licked by some dogs? Oh yeah, and what about this place called Hades, because all I really know about is Heaven and Hell? And, why is this guy thirsty in the afterlife, and just hoping someone can awkwardly dip their finger in water and cool his tongue? Then again, why are these people even able to talk in the afterlife anyways, let alone across this thing called a great chasm? Alright, my last question here… I swear…. Why wouldn’t someone be stirred to listen to someone raised from the dead?
If none of these questions came into your minds before I presented them to you then I would be rather surprised. These questions actually give us some groundwork to be able to dig into things further here. Now, you may have all or even most of the answers to these questions, and then again, maybe you don’t. Whatever the case may be, I encourage you to join me on this walk and exploration of the text here. I thank you for counting on me once again, let alone providing me with the continued responsibility and opportunity to explore the text more in depth for you and for I. This text speaks to all of us in different ways for sure! So, just maybe we all can come to a little more common ground and understanding before we depart from one another here today. To top it all off, maybe we even can be able to take this message, or just a small piece of it, out to a neighbor, a family member, a friend, or even that person we meet out at Wawa.
Alright, let’s dive into these questions that I put out there. Well, what exactly does proceed with caution look like with a parable that is pretty cut and dry such as this one? This parable is so crystal clear that we can actually miss that it is speaking directly to and about us. We can easily get distracted by the characters or the circumstances, and we can even get distracted by the imagery and the status, or there is even a chance that we end up getting distracted by fear and confusion. No matter what may serve as a temporary distraction, the call will actually always be back to… What have we done lately? With that very question we are called into self-reflection and we end up with some more pointed questions for ourselves to review, and those are… Have we listened to and helped our neighbor? Have we heeded the warnings of scripture? Have we put our complete and total trust in God, and not all the other noise and stuff that may look temporarily more pleasing? Those are some good questions that get us to guiding principles, and we should dive into them from our own personal perspective daily to be honest.
Our second question from the beginning of the sermon is… Furthermore, why do we have to explore what seems to be the highest and lowest person in society, what about me the person in the middle who does not have a mansion and is not lying out in front of someone’s property hoping for food and help and even being licked by some dogs? We have to explore all the classes, and we even have to understand how society operated back then. There actually was a responsibility, or a code of conduct that people were to operate in, and that called them to care for those that came to their gates in need. That very same responsibility and code of conduct has been extended to you and to I as well, and we respond to it by caring for those who come to our church doors in need at the food pantry. Now, we may not always consider ourselves as well off or living in a mansion, but if we have a roof over our heads and some food in our refrigerators and cupboards then we are actually considered to be pretty rich or well off believe it or not. Let’s not forget about those dogs that are also very important in our story here too. They are important because the rich man could not even be bothered to look outside of his gate to see if someone was there, let alone help as he was expected. However, these dogs were there and present with Lazarus in a rather simple yet practical way, and they even cared for his wounds. Yes, that is a rather interesting yet awkward perspective, but it is tucked in there for a reason! Who would imagine as human beings we could not care for one another, but yet God has it all handled that he sends in another one of his awesome creations to do the work?!?!
Alright, let’s move on… Oh yeah, and what about this place called Hades, because all I really know about is Heaven and Hell? There is, and always has been, the clear yet uncertain point if we will all be raised up on the last day, or if we are raised up following our death. We can read scripture through and through, and we can debate it time and time again. I know for certain I am not one who really pictures a place that there will be some tormenting or taunting, or even a place for some additional change or struggle for those who are destined for hell. However, I will let God handle things the way he desires, and if that is showing people what they truly missed out on before they are off to the eternal fires of hell then so be it.
Next up is… And, why is this guy thirsty in the afterlife, and just hoping someone can awkwardly dip their finger in water and cool his tongue? We really do not picture people still having basic needs like thirst and hunger in the afterlife. Let alone we may or may not picture his thirst being due to the heat the rich man is in following his lack of awareness of those in need while here on earth. Then again, perhaps he is just seeing how far he can push the envelope as if he still has some kind of influence or control. He is in total blindness to where his actions have gotten him, and even in thirst and struggle he is still acting the same old way he did here on earth. What a shame, but yet what a reality as his heart and mind is not even willing to budge and move into the right place while he resides in Hades. He is not even considering that he just may have one more shot to go to Heaven as long as he changes his ways and repents.
As we move on then we end up with this question… Then again, why are these people even able to talk in the afterlife anyways, let alone across this thing called a great chasm? Hello folks, this is called allegory! This parable is an awkward story and set of circumstances for a reason! Sometimes we just need to hear things in almost an unimaginable way to even really actually hear or picture it, and even realize what we need to change or do before it is too late. Now we get to see how real that fence must have been to other people on the other side of it at the rich man’s mansion. We get to see this great chasm, this huge fence causing great divide and prohibiting any and all connection or support. This example may be one of the realest things imaginable, and if you really can picture it, I do not know how you cannot be scared like I have been each time I have read over this text. This fence, this great chasm, is so wide and so deep that no one can cross it, no one can reach over it, and no one can provide any help or support. Again, that is some scary stuff right there if you ask me!
Alright, my last question here… I swear…. Why wouldn’t someone be stirred to listen to someone raised from the dead? We already have scripture. We already have Jesus Christ who has been raised from the dead following his coming down and living a life with all of us here on this earth. We already have the perfect example! So, what makes you think a few more examples might be more helpful or inspiring? Well, of course back then Jesus had not been crucified and risen yet. So, that may simply be why there was this rather awkward but serious request. Of course he was struck by his plight, but then and only then did the rich man seem to have any care or compassion. However, if you really explore or listen here, then you come to realize that the rich man only cared for his family and no one else. He wanted extra grace and awareness extended to them as if they were the only privileged ones. I am not sure how we still are not just shaking our heads here at how silly this rich man continues to be. He expects more help as if he is still in control or has some kind of status, and he expects that help to only go out to those he chooses. How foolish and how clueless he is while residing in Hades. He really is not willing to learn or change, and what a shame! What a way to squander one last chance!
Alright, enough, we now have hit all of those questions and points from earlier on in this sermon. This brings us back to the biggest question of the day, and even our entire focus as we explored this Gospel text together… What have we done lately? With that very question we are called into self-reflection and we end up with some more pointed questions for ourselves to review, and those are… Have we listened to and helped our neighbor? Have we heeded the warnings of scripture? Have we put our complete and total trust in God, and not all the other noise and stuff that may look temporarily more pleasing? If we can positively answer with yes to these three questions here, then we are doing precisely what God has intended. If we think we need to reflect and possibly make a few changes, then this is our call to do so with no more waiting or excuses. That is unless we want a great chasm between us, and want to have a thirst that may never be quenched. We build the kingdom by building one another up, and not dividing or tearing one another down. We build the kingdom up by pulling our brothers and sisters right along with us for the most wonderful ride and existence that we can be called to in our forever home with Christ in Heaven. So, whether we have work to do on ourselves, or work to do on and with our neighbor, I encourage us all to roll up our sleeves and get to work. Let us no longer be those What have we done lately? people, but let us be the true hands and feet of God that we are called to be each and every single person and each and every single day!
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.




Luke 16:19-31 (NRSVUE)
     Jesus tells a parable in which the poor one is “lifted up” and the rich one is “sent 
     away empty.” Jesus makes it clear that this ethic of merciful reversal is not new 
     but is as old as Moses and the prophets.

     [Jesus said:] 19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen 
     and who feasted sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate lay a poor man 
     named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who longed to satisfy his hunger with 
     what fell from the rich man’s table; even the dogs would come and lick his sores. 
     22 The poor man died and was carried away by the angels to be with Abraham. 
     The rich man also died and was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was being 
     tormented, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far away with Lazarus by his 
     side. 24 He called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to 
     dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in agony in these 
     flames.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that during your lifetime you 
     received your good things and Lazarus in like manner evil things, but now he is 
     comforted here, and you are in agony. 26 Besides all this, between you and us a 
     great chasm has been fixed, so that those who might want to pass from here to 
     you cannot do so, and no one can cross from there to us.’ 27 He said, ‘Then I beg 
     you, father, to send him to my father’s house 28 for I have five brothers—that he 
     may warn them, so that they will not also come into this place of torment.’ 
     29 Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; they should listen to 
     them.’ 30 He said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone from the dead goes to 
     them, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the 
     prophets, neither will they be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’ ”
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