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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
I have enjoyed my travels around
the state and have spoken to eight
chapters thus far. Thanks for all the
courtesies and welcome extended
me. I plan to visit seven more chapters in the year.
Principally, I have discussed the
“programs” of the SAR and the
Alabama Society and encouraged
chapters to meet some basic obligations. I have also had the honor of
representing you at the NSSAR
Spring Leadership Meeting, the Alabama DAR State Convention, the
Mississippi, Tennessee, and Louisiana
State Conventions and a Southern
District meeting. Our involvement in
meetings outside the state is vital to
maintaining our stature within the
District and National Society and
obtaining current information.
During this time I also attended
and congratulated the Gen. Galvez
chapter in holding the first annual
memorial ceremony for the General
Galvez Monument. On May 21, Gov.
Bob Riley signed a Flag Day Proclamation for the Alabama Society. My
appreciation goes to Mike Manasco
as our Government Relations Chairman for arranging the proclamation.
At the same time, Gov. Riley signed
his application to join the SAR.
Thanks also to Stan Phillips for
presenting the Alabama Society
wreath at the Blue Star Salute.
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BOM votes to add position,
withdraw chapter’s charter
ALSSAR officers voted to split the state secretary’s position into two parts, while rescinding
the charter of one of the state’s oldest chapters at
the spring Board of Managers meeting in
Columbiana on May 22.
Thirty-eight state officers and chapter members attended the bi-annual meeting at the Old
Shelby County Courthouse to discuss the formation of new chapters and to select delegates to
attend the 2010 Congress in Cleveland.
One of the hottest topics was the formation of
a new state officer to handle the workload assumed by the state secretary each year. The
BOM decided to split the position in two, handing the duties of a “corresponding” secretary to

ALSSAR compatriots conduct business
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Rev. Hank Tuttle and his wife, Jean, after
he was presented with 40-year pin in 2009.

The Rev. Henry William Tuttle, a
dedicated member of the Sons of the
American Revolution for 41 years,
passed away on May 13 at his home in
Madison. He was 83.
Hank Tuttle had served as Chaplain
General as well as chaplain of the Alabama and Florida state societies in addition to his long-term devotion to the
Tennessee Valley chapter. He is also the
past president of the District of Columbia and Alabama societies (1994-95) as
well as past chapter president of the
Tennessee Valley. Recently, the chapter
took time out to present Tuttle with a
40-year pin.
Born in Oak Park, Ill., to the Rev.
William Nathanial and Winifred Mary
See TUTTLE, Page 5
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ALSSAR compatriots join SAR’s Germany Society
Eighteen members of the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter decided to become dual
members of the SAR’s Germany Society in an
effort to help that organization spread the
word about the American Revolution.
Planning sessions for formation of a Germany Society have been ongoing for some
time, including during the 119th Congress in
Atlanta. Its purpose, like the France and Spain
societies, are to bring together ancestors of
patriots of the American Revolution who not
only reside in the United States but overseas
as well.
At the Spring Leadership Conference in
Louisville, compatriot Stephen Baldwin was
elected Society President and Trustee. ALSSAR compatriots Bruce Pickette, Larry
Cornwell and Walter Stevenson were inducted
at that time. Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter president Richard Erickson became a member at the 2009 Congress.
Additional compatriots of the Montgomery
chapter expressed an interest, initiated action
to become members and were inducted into
dual membership in the Germany Society at
the chapter’s April 21 chapter meeting.
—Dick Erickson

—Photo by Bob Glasscock

Compatriots inducted include, front row from left: David
Diestelhorst, Ronald Davis, J. Hartwell Lane, Bradley Sanders
and James Jackson. Second row: Richard Erickson, William
Stone, Walter Stevenson, Larry Cornwell, Bruce Pickette, Philip
Davis, Clyde Jones and William Scanlan. Not pictured are
Bruce Buehler, Sam Maraman, Jimmy Meacham, Justin Rojek
and Robert Stabler.

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
The Board of Managers (BOM) meeting on May 22 in Columbiana covered
a lot of subjects. Members approved a logo for the ALSSAR. I have sent the
logo to chapter presidents. The selection of Rev. Marvin Vickers as the state
secretary replacing Johnny Curry was confirmed. Email him at marvinvickers35@yahoo.com.
Regretfully, the charter of the long-time Warrior River chapter was revoked
because of continued inactivity. The chapter members have been moved to the
Lamar County Sons of Liberty or to At-Large. Approval was given to draft a
State Society Officer Handbook. We also approved the areas of the Quad-Cities
(Florence, Sheffield, Tuscumbia, and Muscle Shoals) and Selma for the potential formation of new chapters. Members approved delegates to the 2010 Cleveland National Congress. The Ladies Auxiliary again furnished us a great lunch.
The next meeting of the BOM will be in Montgomery on Oct. 2. All members are also invited to a Southern District meeting in Nashville on Oct. 9. This
meeting will be a “Candidates Forum” where those running for National office
for 2011-2012 will speak. Please mark your calendars to attend both events.
We exist to promote patriotism and knowledge of the American Revolution.
I have been urging chapters to promote those purposes and to focus meetings
on the Revolutionary War and the principles of our nation’s founding. Other
topics are not appropriate for speakers at chapter meetings.
Finally, I urge members to remember to occasionally check our ALSSAR
website for the latest information.
—C. Bruce Pickette

COMING EVENTS
State
ALSSAR Board of Managers Meeting,
MAX Federal Credit Union, Montgomery,
Oct. 2
Revolutionary War Grave Marking of
John Griffin, Pike County, 2:30 pm, Oct.
17

District
Southern District Meeting (Candidate
Forum), Nashville, Tennessee, Oct. 9

National
NSSAR Fall Leadership Conference, Louisville, KY, Sept. 23-25
Grand Opening, Genealogical Library,
The Center for Advancing America's
Heritage, Louisville, KY, Sept. 24-25
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Black Warrior River chapter installs officers for 2010
The Black Warrior River chapter held its
annual banquet at the First Christian Church
of Tuscaloosa on March 25 and newly
elected ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette
was the guest speaker. Accompanying
Pickette from the Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter was compatriot Larry Cornwell.
Chapter president John H. Graham presented certificates to the following officers:
Craig Patterson, first vice president; James
D. Dunn, second vice president, Dr. Wiley
D. Hales, secretary; Dr. Joseph Pilegge,
treasurer; John Myers, R.O.T.C. chairman.
Pickette presented the SAR’s Martha
Washington Medal to Gwen Dockery who
assisted her husband, compatriot Walter
Dockery, with compiling a database of
Revolutionary soldiers buried in Alabama.
Other members and guests of the Black
Warrior River chapter who were present
included Mr. and Mrs. Joe H. Banks, Mr.
Kerry Barksdale, Mrs. James Dunn, Mr. and
Mrs. James H. Ford Jr., Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Gambrell, Mrs. John H. Graham, Dr. and
Mrs. Thornton Neathery, Mrs. Joseph
Pilegge and Dr. and Mrs. Richard Rhone.

—Photo courtesy of John Graham

Officers of the Black Warrior River chapter are pictured with
guest speaker Bruce Pickette and guest Larry Cornwell and
include, from left: Dr. Wiley D. Hales, secretary; Dr. Joseph
Pilegge, treasurer; James D. Dunn, second vice-president; John
H. Graham, president; Pickette; Craig Patterson, first vicepresident; John Myers, ROTC chairman; and Cornwell.

BOM
(Continued from Page 1)
the NSSAR-accepted secretary (who will be in charge of membership) and adding a “recording” secretary to keep up with the
minutes in official meetings and other events.
After much discussion, the BOM voted to let the By-Law Committee set the official titles and responsibilities and report its findings at the fall BOM meeting in October. The decision will be
formally accepted or rejected at the state convention in Montgomery next February.
BOM officials recognized Marvin Vickers as the new ALSSAR
secretary following the resignation of Johnny Curry from that
position.
While the ALSSAR continues to grow (it is the top SAR state
society in the Deep South with 845 members at the end of 2009),
the decline of the Warrior River chapter in Jasper forced BOM
members to revoke the chapter’s charter. The chapter, which has
been in existence since the early 1940s, is down to eight members. Two asked to be transferred to the Lamar County chapter,
while the other six will become at-large members and can choose
their own chapters.
The chapter’s funds will be transferred to the state treasurer, all
assets will be transferred to the ALSSAR sergeant-at-arms and
any chapter records will be turned over to the ALSSAR secretary.
The status of the John Henry Lentz chapter in Athens, which
has similar enrollment problems, was tabled and will be brought

up at the fall BOM meeting.
The loss of the Warrior River chapter leaves the state with 16
chapters, but Selma and the Quad-Cities area of Florence, Muscle
Shoals, Tuscumbia and Sheffield were mentioned as possible
target areas for new chapters.
Mike Wells made a report on the state logo and made a motion
to accept the logo, which was seconded by Benny Harris. The
logo, which features a picture of the famous Minuteman inside the
state of Alabama, had been initially placed on a lapel pin by ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette, which triggered another conversation, but the logo, not the pin itself, was the focal point of the motion.
Another ongoing issue for the BOM members was a proposal to
transfer the ALSSAR newsletter from a hard copy that is mailed
to an electronic version available via e-mail, but extensive research by Pickette determined that the cost of the newsletter
would not be significantly reduced by e-mailing some copies
while mailing others, so a motion was passed to continue the distribution through the U.S. Postal Service while also posting an
electronic version on the state’s Web site.
In addition, representatives heard a presentation from Pickette
about preparing an ALSSAR handbook for officers. BOM members gave their approval for the president to prepare a handbook and will vote on the use of the handbook when it is completed.
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In Memory…
Russell J. Alcott
Reginald Vick
The Alabama Society, Sons of the
American Revolution, recently lost two
compatriots who made invaluable contributions to the ALSSAR.
RUSSELL JAY ALCOTT, a longtime member of the Tennessee Valley
chapter and the father-in-law of former
ALSSAR president Jim Maples, passed
away on March 28. He was 88.
Alcott, who was born in Preble, N.Y.,
was a member of the North Alabama
Wing of the 8th Air Force Historical
Society and a volunteer for both the
CASA Temps program and Meals on
Wheels for many years. He received
CASA's Volunteer of the Year Award for
the Huntsville area.
After graduation from high school in
1940, Alcott enlisted in the U.S. Army.
He was serving as a teletype operator
with the Signal Corps in the Panama
Canal Zone when he learned that Pearl
Harbor had been bombed. He applied for
and was accepted into the Army Air
Corps bombardier school in Midland,
Texas.
In Houston, he met his future wife,
Lois Ray, who was working as a “Wilma
the Welder” at Hughes Tool Co.
While stationed in Shipdham, England,
2nd Lt. Alcott was a member of the 67th
Bombardment Squadron, 44th Bomb
Group, known as the Flying Eight-Balls.
On April 8, 1944, his 23rd mission, Alcott's B-24 Liberator was shot down near
Hanover, Germany, by German Me109s.
He was captured by Germans and taken
to a POW camp, Stalag Luft 1, near the
Baltic Sea. He and several others were
part of an unsuccessful prison break a
few months later.
After Germany's surrender, Alcott,
along with other POWs, was liberated by
the Russian army. He returned to the
United States in June 1945.
Alcott received the Air Medal with
three Oak Leaf Clusters, European African Middle Eastern Theater Campaign
Ribbon and American Campaign Ribbon

for his service.
In April, 2008, he was a guest of the
Tennessee Valley Honor Flight to Washington, D.C.
After graduating from the University of
Colorado with a degree in electrical engineering, Alcott took a job as a math instructor at Keesler Air Force Base in
Biloxi, Miss. In 1954, he accepted a job
with the Army in Huntsville to work with
the rocket program. He transferred to
NASA when it was formed and worked
most of his career in the Astrionics Lab.
He retired in 1977.
He is survived by his wife, Lois Ray
Alcott; daughters, Linda Maples and
husband Jim of Huntsville and Susan
Pope and husband Benny of Huntsville;
son, Russell Jay Alcott Jr. of San Antonio; and grandsons, Jay Guerin Maples
and wife Desiree of Vestavia Hills and
Andrew Thomas Pope of Huntsville. He
is also survived by his brother, James A.
Alcott and wife Gail of Glenmoore, Pa.;
as well as numerous nieces and nephews.
Services were held April 1 at Trinity
United Methodist Church, followed by
burial at Valhalla Memory Gardens.
REGINALD VICK, who joined the
Black Warrior River chapter in 1997 and
was a major force in initiating the Patriot
Doors campaign at the American Village, passed away on April 17 at Park
Manor Health and Rehabilitation in
Northport. He was 69.
Vick was born May 13, 1920, in the
Marengo County community of Vineland, grew up in Camden and was a
graduate of Monroeville High School.
His occupational endeavors included
R.E. Lambert and Sons, a farm seed
company; Witticher Transfer and Warehouse Company in Birmingham; and as a
district sales supervisor with ColgatePalmolive Company. His career choice
turned to investments in securities and
mutual funds, and, after additional preparation and study, his career advanced as
he worked for Investors Diversified Ser-

vices, Southern Financial Services, A.G.
Edwards and Sons, Kohlmeyer and Company, Thomson McKinnon Securities,
and J.C. Bradford and Co., where he also
served as office manager.
During his 34-year career he became a
broker and a member of the New York
Stock Exchange. For 15 years he was the
voice of the stock report on the radio
each afternoon.
Vick was an active member of Tuscaloosa First Baptist Church where he
served as a deacon, Sunday School department director and trustee of the
church.
He served as president of the Tuscaloosa Exchange Club and also as president of the Tuscaloosa Shrine Club,
which is affiliated with Zamora Temple
of Birmingham. A 32nd degree Master
Mason, he was a member of Rising Virtue Lodge and was a member of the
York, Rite and Scottish Rite. He was also
a member of the Kennedy Chapter of the
Order of the Eastern Star.
In addition to his ALSSAR work,
where he participated in the initial development of the American Village, he was
active with the Sons of Confederate Veterans. He was also a Life Member of the
Tuscaloosa Music Club.
Vick was preceded in death by his wife
of 63 years, Mary Lois Morris Vick. He
is survived by his daughter, Marilyn
Cash (Doug) of Millport; sisters Bessie
Sessions of Grand Bay, Mildred Sessions
of Camden and Carolyn Buchanan of
Fairhope; brother Bob Vick of Atlanta;
grandchildren Valerie (Birgesith) of
Bourbonnals III and David Cash of Baltimore; and step-great-grandson Zack
Birge of Bournnais, Ill.
Services were held April 20 at Memory
Chapel Funeral Home, followed by burial in the Memory Hill Mausoleum with
Memory. In lieu of flowers, the family
asked that donations be made to the Alabama Baptist Children's Homes, the Cancer Society or the American Village.
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Chapter presents teenager with Heroism Award
Members of the Gen. Galvez
chapter recently presented
Deonte Albert, a Mobile middle school student, with the
SAR Heroism Award for his
actions in breaking up a fight
between 50-year-old Wilbert
George and his girlfriend on
July 21, 2009.
Albert, 13 at the time of the
assault, was approaching a
Shell service station on Virginia and Warren Streets for
something to drink when he
saw George assaulting his girlfriend. He asked George to
stop hitting the women, at
which time George drew a
knife and cut Albert from his
neck down into his chest.
Albert ran home where his
mother, Cheryl-Faye Albert,
met him and dialed 911 immediately. Albert said he was
only doing what he thought

—Photos courtesy of Leroy McGaughy

Deonte Albert with Galvez compatriots Leroy
McGaughy, left, and John Goss, right.
was right. He said he had four
younger sisters and was just
doing what he would have
done to protect any of them if
they were in a violent situation.

Albert, who is left handed,
had to have multiple surgeries
but now has limited use of his
left arm. He hopes doctors will
be able to keep his dream alive

of playing basketball with further surgery. Doctors say with
surgery, he could regain 60
percent use of the arm. Despite
his injury, Albert said that under the same conditions, he
would step up to help again.
A special medical fundraiser
is planned by Calloway-Smith
Middle School. After learning
more about the courage he had
displayed, the Gen. Galvez
chapter determined to upgrade
Deonte's recognition from the
Outstanding Citizenship
Award originally given him to
their highest award for personal bravery, the SAR Medal
for Heroism.
Galvez chapter president Art
Dillman presented Albert with
the award in a special ceremony at the school on April
28.
—Leroy McGaughy

Tuttle
(Continued from Page 1)
Randall Tuttle, he was the second of two
sons. As a child, he and his brother, Curtis
Randall, grew up in Walton, N.Y., and
later in Lockport, N.Y. After graduation
from high school in 1944, he enlisted in
the U.S. Navy, where he served as a hospital corpsman and was stationed in San
Diego, Key West and Jacksonville, Fla.
Henry received his education at Grinnell
(Iowa) College and Emory University in
Atlanta. It was at this time that he met the
former Carolyn Jean Bosman of Jacksonville and fell in love. They were married in
holy matrimony in Jacksonville on Dec.
27, 1948.
He was called to the ministry soon thereafter and he attended seminary at the Hartford (Conn.) Seminary Foundation and
became a third-generation congregational
minister following his father and grandfather, Henry W. Tuttle I.
His first church was the Marlborough
Congregational Church in Connecticut.
This was followed by a call to St. Petersburg, Fla., to build the Pilgrim Congregational Church, which he served for 13

—Photo courtesy of Jim Alexander

Tuttle, left, is presented 40-year
certificate by Tennessee Valley
chapter president Larry Crabtree.
years. In 1968, he was then called to Miami, where he ministered at the Plymouth
Congregational Church in Coconut Grove.
It was in the year 1972 that the Tuttles
moved to Huntsville, where he became the
pastor of the United Church of Huntsville
(UCC). Following this ministry, he was
later called to Birmingham, where he was
pastor at Pilgrim Congregational in Mountain Brook. While in Birmingham, he
served as chaplain of Children's Hospital

of Alabama and was a fundraiser for the
Birmingham Zoological Society.
His final ministry was at Grace Reformed Church in Washington, D.C. It
was at this time that he founded the Theodore Roosevelt Environment and Conservation Symposium. His interest in history
and family genealogy led him to become
involved in the Sons of the American
Revolution, where he was a two-time
president in the D.C. chapter and president
of the Alabama society as well as holding
many other positions in the society. His
interest in the SAR led him to become a
member of seven other historical societies.
He retired after 43 years in the ministry
as a servant of the Lord and was beloved
by countless people around the country
who were touched by his dynamic and
spiritual personality.
He is survived by his wife of 61 years;
his son, William B. Tuttle and wife
Patricia; daughters, Diane Word and husband Benjamin, Debra Bunch and Cheryl
Wilson and husband John; and grandchildren, William B. and Katherine R. Tuttle,
John S. Wilson and Melissa C. Word.
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—Photos courtesy of Leroy McGaughy

Attending the memorial service were, from left: ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette, Gen. Galvez president
Art Dillman, Stan Virden, Jim Wardlaw, Price Legg, Mike Glass, Marcus Smith, Richard Britton, Wayne
Sirmon, Dan McDonald, Pete Eleazer, John Goss, Harold Wells, John Wallace and Leroy McGaughy.

General Galvez chapter holds first annual
memorial service at namesake’s monument
The Gen. Galvez chapter held its first
annual “Memorial Service at the General
Bernardo de Galvez Monument” in the
Baldwin County Bicentennial Park near
Stockton on May 1.
The Gen. Galvez chapter, in conjunction with the Alabama State Society and
the National Society erected and dedicated the monument on May 9, 2009 for
the namesake of the local chapter.
The American Revolution was a transatlantic event that involved virtually
every court in Europe. France's role in
the conflict is well-known but Spain,
too, played a vital part in helping to create the United States. Spain was an ally
of France and long an enemy of Great
Britain. It was more due to these relationships than a great affinity for the
struggling new republic that prompted
Spain to officially enter the war against
Great Britain in 1779.
At the time of the American Revolution, almost all of the modern-day
United States west of the Mississippi
was a part of Spain, as was Mexico.

Louisiana was in Spanish territory and
its governor was a young nobleman
named Bernardo de Galvez. In the early
years of the Revolution, Galvez provided aid to the American cause by allowing tons of supplies to be shipped up
the Mississippi to patriot forces in the
north.
With Spain's official entry into the war
in 1779, Galvez marched on British-held
forts at Baton Rouge and Natchez. A
year later, assisted by the area patriots,
he engaged the British at Mobile seizing
Fort Charlotte (now called by its French
name, Fort Conde) and a year after that
at Pensacola, Fla. In each case, Galvez
was able to force the British from their
entrenchments. These victories diluted
British strength in the south when Great
Britain needed it most --- just as it was
bringing the campaign into the southern
colonies.
The first memorial service was well
attended with approximately 50 present
from SAR and DAR chapters as well as
the general public. Those present in-

cluded a three-member color guard, a
four-man musket firing squad and a unit
commander, all dressed in Revolutionary War uniforms. The program included a welcome, posting of the colors,
pledge of allegiance, invocation, greetings from ALSSAR president Bruce
Pickette, the keynote address by past
ALSSAR president and Gen. Galvez
compatriot Price Legg detailing the role
of General Bernardo de Galvez and
wreaths laid by SAR, LAFLSSAR, two
different chapters of the DAR and the
CAR.
The program continued with the threevolley musket salute, taps by Garrick
Bilbrey, retirement of the colors closing
remarks and Benediction. Refreshments
followed, courtesy of the Mobile chapter
of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
Hopefully, the May 1 memorial is the
first in an annual celebration designed to
remember the patriots that gave us the
freedom we enjoy in this nation.
—Leroy McGaughy
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—Photos courtesy of William Rozier

Shown with ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden are, left photo from left: William Phillips, John Thomason,
David Bryant and William Rozier and, right photo from left: Bearden, Charles Dinsmore and Jeff Coker.

Cheaha chapter inducts new officers for 2010
On May 12. the Cheaha chapter inducted its new
officers for 2010 at its monthly meeting in Anniston.
ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden installed the new
officers.
Charles Lloyd Dinsmore Jr., was inducted as the
new chapter president, while Rev. R. Jefferson Coker
was named the vice-president. Other officers include
William Houston Rozier, secretary; Robert Bartlett
Folsom Jr., treasurer; Jonathan Wade Dinsmore, genealogist; Rev. David Underwood Bryant, chaplain;
Louis Cleveland Culver, historian; Hon. John
Charles Thomason, chancellor; and William Lee
Phillips Jr., sergeant-at-arms.
Charles Lloyd Dinsmore Jr., will serve as the chapter’s registrar as well.
—William Rozier
—Photo courtesy of Cahaba-Coosa chapter

Washington supper
The Cahaba-Coosa
chapter celebrated their
annual George Washington Supper at a restaurant in Hoover.
Among those attending
were, from left: Bobby
Joe Seales, Curtis W.
Posey Jr., Dr. Richard
Price and chapter president Robert Melton. The
guest speaker was Chris
Long of the American
Village who spoke on
Washington.

—Photo courtesy of William Rozier

Cheaha officers with ALSSAR registrar Ron Bearden,
second from left, include, from left: Robert Folsom, Wade
Dinsmore and Louis Culver.

History teachers wanted
We have a great opportunity to further the
knowledge of the Revolutionary War era at
the middle school and the high school level
with the Tom & Betty Lawrence American
History Teacher Award.
The winner of the award receives a trip to
Freedoms Foundation Summer Teachers
Graduate Workshop at Valley Forge, Pa.
The SAR will provide the professional education opportunity to an educator who will
bring back to the classroom a heightened
level of creativity and enthusiasm to their
students. Educators are looking for this type
of professional training and this is a great
program.
The deadline to submit a nominee to the
local chapter is Dec. 10. The applicants will
be judged at the state level by three SAR
members. For more information, contact
ALSSAR chairman John E. Bryan.
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Mayor proclaims April 19 as Patriots’ Day
As a result of an initiative led
by ALSSAR president Bruce
Pickette, Montgomery Mayor Todd
Strange issued a proclamation declaring April 19, 2010 as Patriots’
Day in the city.
April 19th commemorates the
Battle of Lexington in 1775, the
first engagement of the Revolutionary War. The Sons of the American
Revolution traditionally remember
this date as Patriots’ Day.
On this day we remember our
patriotic ancestors of that war, as
well as the patriots throughout the
years since who have answered our
nation's call and were willing, like
all patriots, to sacrifice their lives,
their fortunes and their sacred
honor for our nation, its institutions, principles and values.
Compatriots of the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter joined
Pickette in the mayor’s office at the
signing ceremony.
—Dick Erickson

—Photo courtesy of Richard Erickson

Mayor Todd Strange, second from left, with ALSSAR president Bruce
Pickette and, from left: Larry Cornwell, Gen. Richard Montgomery
president Dick Erickson and Walter Stevenson.

—Photo courtesy of Suzan Henderson

Poster contest winner
John Thomas Peavy of Holy Cross Episcopal
School in Montgomery was one of several students at the school who participated in the ALSSAR state poster contest. Peavy, sponsored by
John Archer Elmore chapter president Bill
Stone, placed third in the state competition.
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Montgomery chapter honors Wounded Warriors
In April, the Gen. Richard
Montgomery chapter honored
six local “Wounded Warriors” at a ceremony held in
their honor.
All of the honorees recognized at the April 26 ceremony are members of the of
the Military Order of the Purple Heart Post 2205 located
in Montgomery.
The six veterans honored at
the ceremony include SP5
James J. Aretz, USA; SGM
Glynn S. Deese, USA; Major
Marvin “Jerry” Duncan,
USA; MSG Larry D. Marzella, USA; Colonel Edgar L.
Smith III, USA; and Lt.
Colonel Charles B. Stults,
USA.
All six, obviously, performed heroic duties for their
country. Duncan, for example, received five Purple
Hearts during service in Vietnam.
Marzella, the oldest of the
group, was awarded the Purple Heart during World War
II while serving in the European Theater of Operations.
He received the Silver Star as
well.
The Purple Heart is America’s oldest military decoration currently in use and
traces its origins back to Gen.

—Photo courtesy of Richard Erickson

Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter president Dick Erickson, right, is pictured
with Wounded Warriors, from left: Ed Smith, Charles Stults, J.J. Aretz, Larry
Marzella, Glynn Deese and Jerry Duncan.
George Washington and the
Revolutionary War. In 1782
General Washington created
the Badge of Military Merit
made of purple cloth in heart
shape to be worn over the
recipient left breast. It was
awarded for unusual gallantry

or extraordinary fidelity. It is
fitting and appropriate that
the Sons of the American
Revolution, descendants of
patriots who created the
United States of America,
should honor those who continue to serve in the same

way, to the same degree, as
those honored by Washington.
Each honoree was presented a SAR Wounded Warrior Coin and accompanying
certificate.
—Dick Erickson
—Photo courtesy of Bruce Pickette

Lending support to the DAR
ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette, left, and
senior vice president David Billings, right,
recently attended the 120th conference of the
Alabama Society for the Daughters of the
American Revolution and are pictured with
Linda Calvin Gist, President General of the
National Society of the DAR. Pickette later
addressed the conference and presented
greetings on behalf of the ALSSAR.
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Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
New addresses to send in your chapter’s news for newsletter
Please submit any information about your chapter’s activities or upcoming
events concerning your chapter by September 10 to Tim Gayle at 3104
Cabot Street, Montgomery, AL 36110, or you can send photos or stories
via e-mail to timgayle@gmail.com.

—Photo by Linda Graham

Gov. Riley signs proclamation declaring June 14 as Flag Day in Alabama
Gov. Bob Riley signs a proclamation declaring June 14 as Flag Day in the state. Present at the ceremony were
ALSSAR compatriots, from left: Mack Clark, Bruce Pickette, Bill Stone, Brad Sanders, Larry Cornwell, Dick
Wells, Richard Erickson, Philip Davis, John Graham, Mike Manasco, Ed Smith and Alan Davis.

