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chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the
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elections. You will also receive the Club
newsletter, The Coventry Chronicle, in which
you are able to post free classified ads for a run
of three months. You can find the membership
form on the last page of this newsletter.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication
of the New Jersey Triumph Association and is
published monthly.
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Meet a Member
A Year In Review
By Ray Homiski

Where has the time gone? This year I got to know more about the club and its
members through the Meet a Member program. The cover is a compilation of this
years featured cover cars. Each member was solicited to provide a photo and story
about their car and they all came through in spades. When you look at these 8 cars and
realize this is only 8 out of over 120 members, that means there is a lot more to go.
I hope you have all enjoyed this feature. It also carries with it the cover page of the
NJTA Facebook for one month and has been a joy to produce. Now let me assure you
that I will be contacting you for a photo and story in the near future. Especially you new
folks who we would all like to learn a bit more about.
This past year was full of exciting and fun events. Some really great shows and
fantastic tours have really made it a blast to participate. From a distance you might
think that this is a hassle to become a part of and you would be wrong. All of our events
are made so anyone can participate. Trailer Queen to Diamonds in the Rough are
welcome to enter any event. We even have folks who bring other cars besides a
Triumph to the events. As the medium in the movie Poltergeist said “All Are Welcome”
and we mean it. You don’t even need a car to participate, we have members who help
out at events and enjoy them just as much as those who regularly bring cars.
If you are a camera buff and like to take photos, that’s great. I could use photos for the
newsletter and would like to get as many as I can stocked up because as you can see I
use quite a bit each month.
This coming year will be no less busy or event filled. We already have one event nailed
down and others on the planning table. We are also really getting in the charitable
event frame of mind. You may not know this but our Touch of England show regularly
provides a venue and revenue generating opportunity for that Historic Landmark, The
Hermitage. We also contribute a nice part of our take after expenses to maintain that
site.
The Veterans show has the NJTA giving back to our Veterans by picking up the cost of
the food while giving those deserving Vets some real nice goodies for free. There have
been watches, shirts, chairs, lights, autographed sports memorabilia and a host of
other items just given away. Then to top that off we donate to that organization as well.
I guess what I am really trying to say is that you are all a part of this and should be
proud that an organization you are a part of does give back to the community. We not
only enjoy our hobby we make sure others benefit from our good fortune. Remember,
many folks who look at our cars wish they could afford one and for that moment on that
day they feel a bit closer to that goal even if it is only a dream right now. Let’s make this
coming year one that those folks will not forget for a long time.

Editorial & Responses
By Ray Homiski

The shows are all but gone, the weather is, well, ugh! Still we have a lot of things going
on in the New Jersey Triumph Association. The elections, the Holiday Party and the
upcoming New Year that I expect to be our best yet in the club.
I am happy to see the influx of new members and our rock steady recurring members.
Participation in events is climbing and the spirit of volunteerism is in the air. It is the
time of year where I hunker down with my car books and magazines and catch up on
what is going on outside of the club.
I recently came across an article in an old Brit Car Collectors Magazine. I cannot
remember the title but the topic was interesting. It was about what makes a car
collectible. While that is like saying why do you like chocolate cake and others like
Angle Food. It did give me an inspiration to ponder what I have learned and have seen
in my time as a hands on collector.
One thing is for sure. A seller sees their car as a valuable, rare, unique item with loads
of history, patina and provenance. A buyer sees that same car as being common, full of
old parts with bad paint and careless previous owners, that is, until they buy that car.
Like many of you, I watch those car find and repair TV shows. It always amuses me
how the program focuses on the buyer (usually the show star) as they track down, find
and bargain for the car with the current owner. They look the car over and talk about
the filler in one area, the rust in another and how much it will cost to fix. Every trick in
the book to knock the price down. The current trend is to call someone's car a “Daily
Driver”. Among collectors this is code for (This will never be a show car). Still they
persist and eventually buy the car.

Continued...

Editorial & Responses
Continued

By Ray Homiski
Now they go through the car with some restoration folks and say things like “cut out that
panel and weld in a new one. Take out those ratty seat covers and replace them with
new, re-chrome everything and put new wheel covers on it. Once done, that car looks
like it has never looked before, even in the showroom. Yet it will be taken to a
prestigious concours where it will compete with other like cars for who has the best car.
If someone could go back in time and buy a car, drive it off the showroom floor and into
one of these events, they might never even gain entry. I remember what some of these
cars looked like and it is nothing like they look today after many hours and $$$ of
restoration.
While my intent is not to knock these cars, it is more to understand the human condition
that can accept a car that is better than it has ever been as “Best in Show” But that same
car as found would probably not get a trophy at a local cruise night. Let’s apply that logic
to some other collectible items. If you found a rare stamp but it was torn, faded and
wrinkled would it gain in value if the rip was repaired, the color enhanced and the paper
pressed flat? If you have a 1943 copper Lincoln cent that was run over by a car and
missing a piece would the value increase if you brazed in a new piece of copper and had
a jeweler work the metal to look like new? Of course not, but we go right along if we do
the same thing to a classic car.
Then there is that word (Original). This one gets me going all the time. The word original
is like saying, frozen in time. Unless that car never had an oil change, new tires, belts,
filters or anything else replaced is it really original? Perhaps we need different degrees
of originality. I think they call that a point system but lets review that process. Your car
gets judged by an “Expert” who goes over every detail of a car trying to find a flaw that
can reduce points. You know, wrong hub caps -5 points, missing trim -3 points and the
start point can be 100 or 500. After deductions for flaws you wind up with a score that
translates to some level of grading. This process has some merit as the Experts (when
competent) can help find issues with a car that can be then focused on and corrected.
The only issue I find with this process is that I have seen cars that get points knocked off
for a light mist of rust on a component under the hood caused by dew from that
morning’s climate. A stiff rag would remove it without much rubbing but that is not good
enough for the “Expert”. Then I have seen a large obvious item missing off a car and it
was totally overlooked by the “Expert”. So it is easy to shake one’s confidence in the
process. Still, we all strive to make our cars show their best and hope for some sort of
recognition. I myself find that I am happy with my car as is and do continuously strive to
make it better. I know that the current paint job is better than the factory ever placed on
that body but I enjoy the car just the same. I guess that human condition that judges
things based more off emotion rather than facts is in my DNA also. Still, I would rather
enjoy my car than worry about its score.
Ray Homiski

Club Activities
By
Ray Homiski
This time of the year things slow down a bit from an activities viewpoint. Still, there are
things to do. Plan to go to the Holiday Party, participate in elections of new officers. I
even manage to sniff out a late season show or two to keep me going.
At this point in the season many of us turn our attention to those things that nagged us
about our car but did not want to address it while the season was active. Perhaps it is
time to fix that paint flaw or do something about that crack in the interior. Some might
even do a total dismantle to give the car a going over, sort of a freshen up if you will.
No matter what, you still have to take care of the car even if you just let it sit for a few
months.
I am sure many of you go as nuts as I do trying to figure out what is the right thing to
do to maintain your car over the winter months. I tend to read a lot of articles on that
subject. No matter what I find, I can always seem to find another opinion that says you
need not do it or that it might be bad for your car.
Like most things in life a dose of common sense really helps you get through the off
season. Here are a few things I do that have been successful for me.
1. I never use a trickle charger. Never had to. I fire up my car on the off season at
least once a week. If it is not wet or icy outside, I will give it a short spin and put it
back. I got the car over 6 years now with an Interstate battery that came with the car.
It cranks as strong today as it did when I first got the car. I am waiting for it to die so I
can put a more traditional looking black battery in its place. I hope Interstate makes a
black battery because they have me sold.
2. I change oil and coolant at the end of the season and the beginning of the next.
Since I run the car off season, I figure it is a good way to keep the fluids fresh and
ready for the coming season. No science behind this decision, but it has served me
well.
3. I avoid wet, icy roads for the obvious reasons. I will drive, if dry, in some very cold
temperatures. I find it fun in a sort of sadistic way. The heater is not what I would call
effective in any way but that transmission tunnel is my right hand’s friend on those
chilly rides. Top up of course but that leads to a pretty noisy environment but I keep
telling myself it is part of the hobby.
4. Clean and detail the finish when I get the chance. Now I do not have a heated
garage but it does not stop me. I look for a sunny day, pull the car out and go to work.
Typically my hands feel like stone when I am done but my car looks great and I can
always thaw out later.
That’s it, I would be interested in hearing your routine and I will bet so will other
members.

What’s New ?

Welcome new members Walter & Priscilla Kehoe, owners of a 1960 TR3A

Member Rick Ladd has come up with some more Spitfire gems or should I say unique
customizations. Personally I like the twin headlight Spit. The others, not so much. Rick
is less generous than I. I don’t believe he cares for any.

What’s New ?
Continued

Again Pat MacMahnon of the TR Register in Ireland has come up with something
unique. What they believe to be the longest one owner TR in the world. The TR3 was
purchased by the original and current owner in March of 1956.
In 1957 the owner & his wife shipped their TR3 to Montreal Canada & toured Canada,
USA & Mexico towing their caravan behind their TR.
You can view 20+ pics of their epic tour of the Americas in their TR3 on our club's
Facebook Page...
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.246852418718931.57188.24671769873
2403&type=1
Pat is asking if anybody knows of a TR which currently has a longer ownership than
this TR? Please let him know. You can contact me if you know of such a car and I will
get the information over to Pat and his club.

While this does not pertain to Triumph or any English car, it is still an interesting bit
send in by member Al Rosenberg. It is a photo history of every Indy 500 Pace Car
from the beginning of the event. Enjoy.
http://indymotorspeedway.com/v1/500pace.htm
Member Ron Dubiel has recommended that if you want to see a heap of history on
Triumph cars along with many technical Q&A then join The Triumph Experience. I am
a member and it is free. If you join, you get regular emails with the latest goings on in
the Triumph universe. You can visit their web site and sign up for the free email feed
or just browse at your leisure.
http://www.triumphexp.com/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=newsletter
I have stumbled upon a new site that I believe will be very interesting as it grows in
the future. It is a free site and is called “My Classic Garage”. In this site you can build
your own virtual garage with your cars and descriptions for your own personal use or
for the world to see. It also has a Social Network capability for car owners, has a free
for sale site and knowledge base along with a panel of experts. I built up a public
virtual garage for myself. When you get to the site look up “Mt. Olivet Garage” at this
link... http://myclassicgarage.com/

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Historic Bits

Technical Q & A

I had no specific questions given to me this last month but can share something that has
been a question I have heard many times in many forms. The questions typically focus
around some electrical item acting up or not working at all. I know there are folks who
avoid addressing electrical issues like they would avoid a live grenade. Still, there are
plenty of things you can do to eliminate, prevent and even enhance your electrical
systems in your car but you have to remember one rule that is a prerequisite to doing
anything electrical in your car and I mean ANYTHING.
ALWAYS, ALWAYS DISCONNECT YOUR BATTERY BEFORE DOING
ANYTHING THAT INVOLVES AN ELECTRICAL COMPONENT IN YOUR CAR.
Even if you are unsure if it is electrical or part of the battery circuit refer to Rule 1 above.
Now that I have got that out of the way. Electrical issues do not frighten me probably
because I come from that industry and have handled live circuits with frightening power
during my professional career. It has given me a healthy respect for electricity and the
confidence to know what I can and cannot do. The thing I am about to cover is within the
bounds of an average backyard mechanic with basic electrical knowledge so long as
you first use
.
It turns out that many electrical failures are caused not by the component failing itself but
somewhere down the line, typically the improper grounding of a circuit.
Let’s review a bit. Any electrical circuit requires that you have a full circular path for your
electricity to do work. Especially in a DC or Direct Current system. If you break that
circular path it is called an Open Circuit and the electricity will stop flowing and your
component will not work.
Think of an electrical circuit like the water pipes in your home. The pipes are like the
wires. The electricity or current is like the water and the pressure is like the voltage.
When you have the city pumping the water to your home they apply pressure to the
water to allow it to flow. Without pressure you have no water to wash, flush or drink. It is
the same in an electrical circuit. You can have good wires, effective current (Amps) but
low or no Voltage (Pressure). Without voltage your electricity cannot get to where it has
to do work. In your home a burst pipe lowers the pressure, so can a blockage or failure
of the city or well pump. The same is true in a different way in an electrical circuit. Since
voltage is your pressure in a circuit, it can be restricted (the common term is dropped)
because of a damaged wire or dirty ground, this is sometimes referred to as resistance.
Now here is a tip that can save you money, time and frustration with the electrical
components in your car. Admittedly this is easier on an older less complex car but the
same principle applies no matter the car.
Continued...

Technical Q & A
Part 2
Before I take you down this path, remember
I always look for old, frayed or dirty connections on my car’s electrical system. Even if I
do not see any, I typically open a circuit, clean the contacts, use a good electrical
compound then replace or re-tighten the connection.
Old bullet connectors should be separated, wire brushed, dressed with a compound
and pushed together. Light sockets should be cleaned inside with a wire brush or
suitable abrasive, blown out then apply and electrical compound and replace the bulb.
Any wire bolted directly to the body, frame or engine block should be removed. You
then wire brush the terminal pad and the and the area where it is bolted. Apply an
electrical compound and re-attach the wire.
Any frayed wires should either be clipped off at the end and put into a new termination
or replaced entirely. A frayed wire is like making your water pipe narrower. The water
can still get through but not as fast as it should (resistance again). Same with wire, if
the wire is narrowed because it has frayed it takes more pressure (voltage) to push the
amps through the system. If the wire has been reduced too much and cannot carry the
load it will get hot and may even fail catastrophically (spark or burn). There are many
DIY (Do It Yourself) wire termination kits on the market. Your best bet is always use a
copper connector for copper wire. A plated copper connector is even better to prevent
corrosion. Use a good crimp on connector with the proper crimp tool to make new
connections. Using a good electrical compound on any connection will help prevent
corrosion and keep the connection clean and functional over long periods of time.
Some folks like to solder connectors, it will work but requires a skill that is not covered
here. Good old crimp connections are pretty fool proof so long as you follow
instructions.
By now I am sure some of you are wondering what is an electrical compound? Well
simply put, it is typically a hi temperature grease embedded with fine copper particles.
It is used in the electrical industry every day. I use a product called Kopr-Shield but
there are others just as good on the market. I have had my 4 ounce can now for
probably 25 years and it is only about half used. A little goes a long way. By itself it will
not conduct electricity even with the copper particles embedded. Spread it on a
connection and tighten that connection it will enhance and provide an air/liquid tight
seal that will keep out those corrosive elements. As a secondary benefit, it is an
excellent anti-seize compound as well and I use it on my lugs and other nuts that I want
to keep from freezing or corroding. In fact, some sell that same product as an anti-seize
compound and never mention the electrical benefits. One word of caution. That
compound will permanently stain any porous surface including your clothing so wear
work clothes when using it, you have been warned.
Continued...

Technical Q & A
Part 3
A routine of mine is to look for and address an electrical connection when ever I am
under the hood or working on an area of the car where a connection is made. This way
if I do one connection a week, by the end of a year I have pretty much addressed
everything. I also use that same process for the battery connection. Clean or wire
brush the terminal, apply compound and replace it. That compound keeps the dreaded
white corrosion from forming on the terminal and keeps that connection good for long
periods of time. I use a lot on the battery connections because you really do not want
any air to get in between the terminal and battery post. If air can get in then acidic
gasses can as well and that is your enemy. Coat that terminal inside and out with the
compound and leave no bare spots for the corrosive to attack.
Now that you know as much as me on these simple electrical circuits you can finish up
and reconnect your battery but beware. When you reconnect, always check the area
where you just worked. If you left the connection loose or bent a wire too much to
where it is now frayed or broken it will fail. A sign of any electrical failure is heat. Watch
for heat, smoke or sparks. If you see any of these then disconnect that battery quickly
and troubleshoot. I typically do not tighten my battery terminal before I make this final
check. This way if there is a problem I just lift the terminal off the post and get on with
my troubleshooting. If you did everything correctly and tighten your connections before
you reconnect your battery, you will be fine.
This process is for the average backyard mechanic with some basic knowledge of
electrical systems. It is not meant to be an expert catalog of the scientific methodology
of electrical system maintenance. It is rather a guideline on how to keep your systems
in good working order with minimal work. If you feel any of what was mentioned in this
article is beyond your understanding or capability then seek a professional automotive
electrical technician to address your issue.

Classifieds
Remember, as a member of the NJTA you are entitled to a free posting on classifieds
for 3 months running. Dig out your garage and send photos, description and contact
information to me at TR3RAY@gmail.com and I will get it listed in the next issue.

2nd Posting...
Complete interior (black) for TR-7 1975 coupe still in boxes and wraps- quick sale
$100.00. If interested please call . Located in Rumson, Monmouth County, NJ
Thomas Matulewicz
732-606-5726

Continued...

Events
Check out the Events section of our web site and this newsletter to be up to date on
the latest gatherings both club and non club sponsored. We really like to see new
members and cars at our shows no matter the condition or age. Please try and attend
one of the club meetings at the Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette NJ. It happens each
month (Except December) on the 4th Tuesday of that month and starts at 7:30 PM. It is
a great venue, you have dinner, talk cars, watch presentations and share information
about Triumph cars. You don’t need an invitation. Drop in, bring a friend and enjoy your
club and all it has to offer.

We have settled on a date, time and place for our 2013 NJTA Holiday Party. It will be at
Delicious Heights but this time at their Bedminster location. It is only 15 minutes away
from the Berkeley Heights location but offers so much more.
The date is Sunday December 8th at 1 PM and the address is 285 Main Street,
Bedminster, NJ.
The Bedminster location will accommodate more people. Last year we had the party at
the Berkeley Heights location and it was pretty cozy. This new location can give us
more space and an extended menu. We are working on the details of the menu now,
but rest assured that we have everyone covered meat eaters, seafood, vegetarian and
vegan. Stay tuned for the menu information.
Now for the details. Last year we had a sudden rush at the end and we could not
change venues quickly enough to accommodate everyone comfortably.
This year we are asking for payment in advance to secure your place and so we have
an accurate head count to make sure that we set up accordingly.
Here is the deal, the dinner will cost approximately $56 per person but that is not what
you will pay. For this extended menu and a better venue we are asking that each
member pay only $28 per person and the NJTA will pay the other half as our gift to our
members. That is, you get a meal worth $56 but pay only half. This includes tip, tax will
be paid by NJTA but alcoholic beverages are extra and will be handled individually.
That is the deal. We now need you to secure your place at the table by sending a check
($28 per person) made out to the New Jersey Triumph Association. Send it to our
Treasurer Ken Blair at 3 Pleasant Place , Rockaway, NJ 07866 no later than December
4th. You can always pay at our two scheduled club meetings before then.

Continued...

Events
Continued

Remember, at this dinner the drawing for the Wide Screen TV will take place. At the
beginning of the year you were advised that if you attended an NJTA event with your
car and were not a member of the Executive Committee, you were eligible for this
drawing. The name will be picked at random at the dinner.
If you have any questions, please contact either of us. We hope to see you and expect
we will have a great party!!!
Thank you,
Cliff Besett, Ken Blair, Ray Homiski

We have an early jump this year on the dates for our Touch of England show at the
Hermitage in Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ. Member and TOE coordinator Emery Duell reports that
the dates approved by The Hermitage are Saturday June 7, 2014 and a rain date of
Sunday June 8, 2014.
Mark those calendars now so you won’t get conflicted with any other event as this
always proves to be one of the hi lights of the NJTA season. With the help of new
member Eric Boehm, we have the flyer ready for publication. See it on the next page
and get your registrations in early to secure you spot for Touch of England 2014.

Membership Form

You are at the first step in joining the premier Greater New Jersey/New York automobile
club dedicated to keeping the Triumph motor car alive.
We are unable to accept membership applications over the internet. Please print and
clearly complete the membership form below and mail it to
New Membership
New Jersey Triumph Association
Box 6
Gillette, N J 07933-0006
With a check for $25.00 made payable to the New Jersey Triumph Association.
This is a family membership so include the name of your spouse, girlfriend, significant
other, or other family members.
Our primary method of notifying members of events is by email so please make sure your
email address is accurate.
Name(s)_________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Phone # ( _____)______________ (optional)
E-mail _____________________________________________
Year and model Triumph(s) owned
_____________________________________________________________________
There have been requests to have the roster printed in the Coventry Chronicle. If you
want the following information included please check the appropriate box. At the
minimum, we will only print name, town, state and cars owned. (Several vendors receive
our newsletter, as well as other clubs, so they will have access to any information printed.
Do
Do

include phone number in roster ________
include full address in roster ________
(only town and state will be included)
Do
include e-mail address ________

