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How to reach usé. 

 

Church Office 

507-235-5382 

Hours: TuesdayðFriday 

9:30 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

 

E-mail 

uccsecretary319@gmail.com 

 

Web Site Address 

www.fairmontucc.org 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 

Fairmont, Minnesota 

First Congregational UCC  

319 Downtown Plaza 

Fairmont, MN  56031 

WHEELCHAIR  

       Rev. Cory Germain 
      Office Hours: 

  Monday  9:30 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. ï 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.ð12:30 p.m. 

    Rev. Coryôs phone: 507-399-8282 

Worship Hours 
Worship 10:00 AM 

Sunday school 10:00 AM. 
Communion the second 
     Sunday of every month.   

ACCESSIBLE 
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May 2026  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

     1May Day 2 

3 
10:00 Worship with 

Blake Potthoff  

Sunday school 

4 5 

10:00 Lakeview  

Communion 

 

5:15 CE Bd 

6 
4:00  Confirm. 

5:30 Mission Bd 

6:00 Worship 

Bd 

7:00 Choir 

7 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS 

(Narthex) 

8 9 

10Motherõs 
Day 

10:00 Worship  

Graduate  

Recognition Sunday  

Communion 

Sunday school 

11 

 
5:30 Hospital 

Foundation 

12 
8:30 K reserved 

for Pie Baking  

 

6:00 Facilities 

Bd 

13 
4:00 Confirm. 

5:30 Diaconate 

Bd 

5:30 Hospitality 

Bd 

7:00 Choir 

14 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS 

(Narthex) 

15 16 

17 
10:00 Worship- 

Hymn Sing!  

Last Sunday school  

18 
9:00 Church 

Council agenda 

items due 
-Church Closed- 

19 
10:00 Goldfinch  

Communion 

20 
8:30 K reserved 

for Pie Baking  

4:00 Last  

Confirmation  

5:45 Church 

Council  

7:00 Last 
Choir  

21 
11:30 MRCI 

(FS/HH) 

1:00 TOPS 

(Narthex) 

22 
9:00 June  

newsletter 

items due 

23 

24 Pentecost 

10:00 Worship     

(wear RED)  

25Memorial 
Day 

 

-Church Closed- 

26 27 

 
5:30 Free  

Community 

Meal  

28 
9:30 Bible study 

11:00 June 

Newsletter  

assembly 

11:30 MRCI 

1:00 TOPS 

29 
8:30 K reserved 

for Pie Baking  

30 
8:00 Blessing of 

the Bikes (front  

lawn/street 

area) 

31 
10:00 Contemporary 

Worship  

Blessing Box   

Collection 

Noisy Sunday 

      

Meals on 

Wheels  

Delivery  

begins  

ñññññññññññññMeals on Wheels delivery ñññññññññññññ 

ñññññññññññññMeals on Wheels delivery ñññññññññññññ 
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The Reverendõs Ruminations ð May  202 6 

Merry Christmas!  Happy Easter!  Wait, what season is it? 

When we experience Jesus during special church seasons like Christmas, Lent, or Easter, our senses 
become awakened to experience even our normal surroundings in a whole new way.  Similar to Maryôs 
experience outside the tomb that first Easter morning, we are awakened to the physical, emotional, and 
communal experience of Jesus in our midst ð through the taste of the communion elements, the 
familiar scent of Easter lilies in the sanctuary, the celebratory brass melodies that accompanied our 
Easter hymns, the feel of the Bible on your lap, and the wooden pew at your back. 

Our challenge as we move through the weeks following Easter is not only to remember Jesusô 
resurrection, but to continue believing and applying its joy in our lives every day.  I hope that you are 
always ready to boldly proclaim your faith in Jesus, even if youôre not quite as animated as the eager 
shouts of ñHe is risené He is risen indeed!ò on Easter Sunday morning.  Sitting in the pews on that 
bright, sunny Sunday morning it was easy to believe in and affirm the resurrection.  But what about now 
ð five or more weeks after Easter ð when someone lets you down, or a friend or loved one suddenly 
dies, or the things that you gave up during Lent have returned to your diet, just as tempting than before?  
Is Easter just a distant memory?  I pray that it is not! 

Have you been back to church since Easter?  Itôs not too late; the season ñof Easterò is not over yet!  
As we move through the fifty days known as Eastertide and the month of May, our Sunday lectionary 
readings will include several selections recounting the conversations and tentative actions of the first 
followers of Christ and the early church in the Acts of the Apostles, while our sermons will concentrate 
on the Gospel of John.  This extended observation of Easter and its immediate effects on the disciples 
is intended as a reminder that the gift of Godôs only begotten Son is not just a momentary party, but an 
opportunity for continued growth and connection to Jesusô selfless sacrifice on the Cross. 

And by the way, Eastertide doesnôt conclude until the mysterious and powerful arrival of the Holy Spirit 
on Pentecost Sunday  ð this year observed on May 24th.   It is often referred to as the ñbirthday of the 
church,ò the moment at which the disciples are endowed with both the mission and the power to go out 
into all the world to spread the gospel message. 

You probably remember much of the Pentecost story: The disciples are all gathered again in an upper 
room, having fellowship with one another, but also wondering ñwhat next?ò  Suddenly, they hear the 
voice of God, and each of them understands it in their own language.  They also see the presence of 
God in fire ð not the burning bush Moses once saw, but tongues of fire above their heads.  And the 
voice of God says to them, ñYou can't stay here in this place; you must go out far and wide into the 
world, to teach and heal.ò  Called and empowered by Godôs Word and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, 
they went out to lead people from separation to oneness ð truly the birthday of the church and the 
example by which we are to minister in this broken and hurting world around us today. 

So beyond an occasion to wear red to church on May 24th, what significance does Pentecost have on 
our Christian lives?  Well, weôre called to cultivate a conversation ð with God and with others!  Prayer 
should be a constant in your life, but if itôs not as frequent as it should be, now is the time to respond to 
that ñstill small voiceò that you (much like the first disciples) are hearing in the unique language of your 
own life.  God wants to hear from you and have you respond when spoken to!  And once youôve opened 
up your prayer life, it is your opportunity to engage with others.  That doesnôt have to be scary; it can 
be as simple as more time spent with a young family member, a little extra engagement with a neighbor 
down the street, or offering a hand of welcome and an invitation to see what First Congregational UCC 
is all about.  As our denomination is fond of saying, ñGod is still speaking.ò  Will you listen and respond?  

        Yours in Christ,   

Rev. Cory Germain  
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL UCC 

FAIRMONT, MN 

CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES FOR 4-15-2026 

 

Members Present: Kay Campe, Cynthia Celander, Amanda Forstrom, Christina Hainy, Sherry Larson, Larry 
Lasch, Jon Neitzel, Joy Pollock, and Michael Rowan. Members Absent: Carol Barrick and a CE representa-
tive. Ex-officio Members Present: Pastor Cory and Dara Bliesmer, Asst. Treasurer. Guest: Linsey Preuss, 
Edward Jones. 

The Council met in the Heritage Hall at 5:45 PM. After an investment update by Linsey Preuss, Moderator 
Amanda Forstrom called the meeting to order. Pastor Cory led council in prayer. 

A motion was M/S/C to approve the minutes from the council meeting on March 18, 2026 (Larry Lasch/Joy 
Pollock). 

Treasurerôs Report: Cynthia Celander reported that we are at 19% of budget received, which is slightly 
down. Otherwise, we are in good financial shape.  A motion to receive the treasurerôs report was M/S/C (Joy 
Pollock/Larry Lasch). 

Pastorôs Report: Pastor Cory highlighted his presentation at the Fairmont ñQuality of Lifeò discussion panel 
on April 1st, where he was representing the Fairmont Area Ministerial, our church and the Legion. He men-
tioned that the Starfish fund needs funds. 

BOARD REPORTS:  
 Christian Education: Pastor Cory said that Graduate Recognition will be on Sunday, May 10th for five 
high school graduates and one college graduate. 
 Hospitality: Sherry Larson said they have been planning the Pie and Ice Cream Social with BBQs dur-
ing Interlaken Heritage Days, Saturday, June 13th. 
 Facilities: Michael Rowan shared that MEI has solved issues with the elevator, and he will be calling 
the state inspector to return to approve the changes.  
 Diaconate: Jon Neitzel said that Easter went well. They are looking for a replacement pitcher for com-
munion with a more open top. 
 Mission: Joy Pollock reported that the highway cleanup is April 19 with a backup date of April 26. 
Meals on Wheels deliveries are from May 1-15. 
 Worship: Kay Campe said that there will be another Hymn Sing Sunday on May 17 and they will 
serve the May Free Community Meal. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: Dara Bliesmer is working on having direct deposit for employee paychecks. A test run with 
Christina went well. We will look at resources for attracting new members and try to take short videos to send 
to Abby Shoen for a promo video. Kay Campe signed the church up with the IHD committee for the breakfast 
and pie social.  
 
NEW BUSINESS: A motion was M/S/C for Jill Houge and Mary Byers to rent Heritage Hall for a rummage 
sale in May (Larry Lasch/Joy Pollock). A motion was M/S/C for a $0.50/hour wage increase for our cleaning 
contractors (Joy Pollock/Sherry Larson). A motion was M/S/C to increase the dollar cost averaging from 
$1000/month to $1500/month until we reach $20,000 at which time it will be reassessed (Joy Pollock/Michael 
Rowan). 
 
Amanda Forstrom, Moderator, adjourned the meeting. Pastor closed with a prayer. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, Christina Hainy, Church Clerk 
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MISSION MINUTE:   
Mayôs Blessing Box is for our churchôs youth summer campers. 

We had several kids of various ages participate last year, and they are        

excited for camp this summer. This offering is to help offset some of the 

camp fees and just how much depends on the funds available and the    

number of kids. Please let us know if you have any questions.                 

Thank you for your consideration of this giving opportunity! 

CE NEWS: 
Sunday, May 10th: Graduate Recognition Sunday for our 5 high school graduates & 1 college graduate 

Sunday, May 17th: Last Day of Sunday school 

Hymn Sing on Sunday, May 17th!! 
Please email uccsecretary319@gmail.com to let us know which hymns youõd 

like to sing, or put the slip below in the church office or in the offering plate.  

Worship on Sunday, May 17, will feature a good olô fashioned hymn sing, 
so nowôs your chance to request your favorite hymns from the black New 
Century Hymnal or from the red Pilgrim Hymnal. 

 

1. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.  ______________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Pie & Ice Cream Social (& BBQs!) planning has begun!  

Be looking for an ingredient donation list in the Narthex! We will be serving 

up homemade pie, ice cream & BBQs on Saturday, June 13th during             

Interlaken Heritage Days!!  

Pie -baking dates are : Tuesday, May 12th at 8:30 AM, Wednesday, May 

20th at 8:30 AM, Friday, & May 29th at 8:30 AM. Volunteers are           

welcome!!  
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Date Memory/Honor of Designation From 

+#+-0' *1 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Report as of Report as of 19 April 2026 
 
During the last 4 weeks, $12,700.35 (6.35%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were received.  After 20 weeks, 
Hy-Vee is at $65,866.20(32.67%) toward the 19th goal of $200,000.   
 
During the same time, $3,438.17 (2.29%) worth of Fareway slips were received.  After 19 weeks, 
Fareway is at $16,568.21 (11.05%) toward our 6th $150,000 goal.    
 
This program started the first of March 2011, so any slips from then until now can be used.  Any 
Fairmont Fareway and Hy-Vee food store register slip or deliver pages can be used.  Hy-Vee slips 
from Fast & Fresh (Gas), Caribou Coffee, Food Service, and Pharmacy can be used toward the goal.  
Even those with small dollar amount help.     
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 

ÓĖƮƷƌƪ >ƌƪǙ ŢƮ ĖǒĖŢŸĖİŸŁ ŕƌƪ ĳƌƾƃƮŁŸŢƃŗ͎ ŞƌƀŁ ǒŢƮŢƷĖƷŢƌƃ ĖƃĹ ŞƌƮƦŢƷĖŸ ǒŢƮŢƷĖƷŢƌƃ͔ 
ÓŸŁĖƮŁ ƃƌƷŢŕǙ ƷŞŁ ĳŞƾƪĳŞ ƌǪĳŁ ̜ͤ̚̕-̗̘-̘̝̗ͥ̚̚ ƌƪ ÓĖƮƷƌƪ >ƌƪǙ ̜ͤ̚̕-̘̞-̞̝̗̝̗͔ͥ 

 

¤ǅƠ ĢĬĬƌĬƥƵ ƥǒŨƌúƵœǒ úŭĢ ƌƠúǒĬƠƥ ƵŷĞ 

ÍœĬ ĿúŨŖšǒ ŷĿ AŖúŭĬ {ĬǅƥĖœ 

 

May Partners in Ministry:  
    Diaconate: Jon Neitzel  

            Usher: Randy Rowan  

 Readers:    

  3rd:  Marilyn Forstrom                                

           10th:  Mary Schoener  

                      17th:  OPEN  

           24th:  OPEN  

           31st: Cynthia Celander             

03.22.26 

03.22.28 

03.29.26 

04.05.26 

04.05.26 

Memory of Ginny Riedesel 

Honor of Mary Jane Nawrocki Thelen 

Memory of Ginny Riedesel 

Memory of Allison Zoeller Brown 

Memory of Dave Henry 

 

 

 

 

 

Cynthia Bond 

Carolyn & Larry Thompson 

Lyle & Charlene Norris 

Lorie & Conrad Zoeller 

Cindy Anderson 
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Congratulations to our 2026 High School Graduates:  

Zachary Ashland  

Maia Goerndt  

Gretchen Jorgensen  

Grace Kotewa  

Nola Thedens  

 

Congratulations to our 2026 College Graduate:  

Paige Hainy  

 

They will be honored on Sunday, May 10th during the worship service.  

Promo Video:   
Please send 10 second video clips 

of church events to Abby Shoen,  

abby.shoen43@gmail.com. Abby 

is graciously planning to compile 

them into a promotional video for 

our church!  

ÍœúŭŠ ǒŷǅ ƸŹ ƸŔĭ 7ŗČŢĭ 
ƨƸǈģǖ Ţúģŗĭƨ ǔŔŹ ƎǈƸ ƸŹŋĭƸŔĭƣ 
ƸŔĭ !ƎƣŗŢ ůĭǔƨŢĭƸƸĭƣľ 
  
   -9ŔƣŗƨƸŗůú  

If you would like to provide treats and coffee after a 

church service, please sign up in the binder on the 

back table of the sanctuary. Please ask a hospitality 

board member (Terri Luetgers, Rebecca Lunz, Sherry 

Larson, Donna Grotte, Pat Cowing or Deb Adams) if 

you have any questions.  
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Best wishes to our five high school graduates, 

Zachary  Ashland, Maia Goerndt, Gretchen 

Jorgensen, Grace Kotewa, Nola Thedens, and 

our one college graduate, Paige Hainy!!  

Graduation Parties:  

May   9: Nola Thedens (11 AM-2 PM) Yacht Club 

May 24: Gretchen Jorgensen (1 -4 PM) 1942 70th St. 

May 30: Grace Kotewa (10 AM -1 PM) 462 200th Ave. 

May 31: Maia Goerndt (5 PM -8 PM) Yacht Club 

äıƁŵŜ mıƁƤȒ ŵǗıŕǳıǫŜǟ ŴǗưƢ 
ïưǳǫż EıƖưǫı ïǫıǫŜ ăƤƁȋŜǗǟƁǫȒ   
ưƤ ²ıȒ ɖǫż ȌƁǫż ı ŕŜŵǗŜŜ ƁƤ      

mǳƢıƤ EŜȋŜƙưǔƢŜƤǫ ıƤŕ eıƢƁƙȒ 
ïǫǳŕƁŜǟʒ 



 

fairmontucc.org  

Praying for someone may  

or may not change them,  

but it will always change you.  

The test of a good religion  

is whether you can  

 joke about it.  

Donõt just go to churchñ 

Be the church.  


