March 30, 2025                The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                    The Choir
Call to Worship                                                Deacon Fran Deibel
L: A new day has dawned, God’s gift to us. 
P: We are a new creation in Jesus Christ; the old has passed away, the new has come.
L: This is a day for forgiveness and reconciliation; celebrate God’s love for the lost who are found.
P: The glad cries of deliverance surround us.
L: Let all who are faithful offer up prayers; may all who are in Christ give thanks.
P: We will be glad and join the dance of life; with the upright of heart, we rejoice and sing.
* Hymn            “God, You Spin the Whirling Planets”           H No. 28
Lighting the Lenten Candles

Deacon: Today is the fourth Sunday of Lent. Let us pray for a closer walk with God.

Preacher: Let us reflect on how fortunate we are. Let us rededicate ourselves to always seeking God’s will.

Deacon: We open our hearts to God for examination.

Time of Reconciliation - Choir
Invitation              “Create in Me a Clean Heart”                H No. 414
Scripture                               Ps 32:1–9                                H No. 613
(Choir sings choral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: O God, we will not try to hide from you the wrong we have done or the good we have neglected. You know our transgressions. We often we cut ourselves off from you and from people we disdain. At times our rebellion leaves us hungry, alone, and friendless. O God, grant us your forgiveness and pardon and a renewed sense of who you intend us to be and to become.  Amen.
Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests              “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Today’s flowers are given by Joyce Marble in memory of 

Janice Marble Adams by her family.
Pastoral Prayer                                                Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
Scripture                      2 Corinthians 5:17–19      Deacon Fran Deibel
17If anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  
Scripture                            Luke 15:11–32             Pastor Steve Finlan
11 “There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13 The younger son . . . travelled to a distant country where he squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 A severe famine took place throughout that country . . . 15So he hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating . . . 17When he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger!’ . . . 20So he set off, but while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. 21The son said, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him . . . 23And get the fatted calf and kill it. Let us eat and celebrate; 24for this son of mine was dead and is alive again. . .’
25 “Now his elder son was in the field. When he heard music and dancing, 26he asked one of the slaves what was going on. 27He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father began to plead with him, 29but he answered, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you . . . yet you have never given me even a young goat so I might celebrate. 30But when this son of yours who has devoured your property with prostitutes comes back, you kill the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to celebrate, as this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
Sermon                      “Has Come to Life”        Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn              “Just As I Am, without One Plea”              H No. 325
1st verse: change “thy blood” to “thy love”

Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                          Fran Deibel, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                              Choir
*Doxology    





         H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn                   “Let All Things Now Living”                  H No. 34
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Stay near to God during the week that lies ahead; be faithful in your times of prayer. 
P: God is our hiding place and present help; we will speak to God and for God this week.
L: Live as ambassadors of Jesus Christ every day; rejoice when a sister or brother returns home to God.
P: We will seek to love as we have been loved; we will welcome, not judge, our brothers and sisters. 

L: God’s love and compassion will be with us always.
P: We will be glad and rejoice in God’s goodness; we will share the joy of God’s love. 
L: Amen.   P: Amen.

* Congr. Response      “Prayer for Peace”      Supplement, vers. 1-2
* Postlude                                             Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support in order to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________       

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Karen Finlan
	Member, pastor’s wife
	Torn ACL in knee

	Jason Furz
	Friend of Elaine Bowyer
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Sharon Hanson
	Martha, Lesley, & Jenny’s Sister-in-Law
	Open Heart Surgery

	Diane Leighton
	Friend of Karen Britton
	Cancer

	Bob Leonard
	Marion’s husband
	Circulatory issues

	Rodney Lewis & family
	Relative of Norma Anderson
	Terminal cancer

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lucie Lovell
	Chuck’s wife
	Recovering from surgery

	Joyce Marble
	First Church Member
	Degenerative discs in neck

	Joyce Marble and family
	Church member and deacon
	Loss of mother and step-mother

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	John McClare
	Janet Salvador’s brother
	Genetic liver disorder

	David McCormick
	Friend of Lesley Anderson
	Stage 4 Pancreatic cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Diane Petrone
	Elaine’s sister-in-law
	Cancer

	Mike Pucillo
	Buddy’s Uncle
	Dementia

	Rene
	Friend of Nancy Morrison
	Having brain surgery

	Cazey Wegman
	Elaine’s friend
	Breast cancer

	Karen Woodgates
	Joyce’s sister
	Exhausted from caring for Jan Marble Adams, who died


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason: _________________________________________________________________

                 THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH________
Today   

10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and One Great Hour of            

                                                            Sharing Offering

                                                            Deacon of the Month: Fran Deibel




  Ushers: Karen Britton & Kathy Charlebois
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Sharon Fenn and Alta Pratt
Mon., Mar. 31


Office closed
Tues., April 1
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., April 2


Office closed
  
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., April 3
10:00 A.M. 
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 



  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to Bay Pointe to do Service

Fri., April 4
10:00 A.M.
Office open________________________
                          LOOKING AHEAD____________________  

Sun., April 6
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion
  Deacon of the Month: Jenny Williams




  Ushers: 
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour


  Hostesses: Nancy Patenaude & Tim Hay
11:30 A.M.
Planning Meeting for 375th birthday of First Church
Mon., April 7


Office closed
Tues., April 8
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
  



  6:30 P.M.
Evening Bible Study with Pastor Steve
Wed., April 9


Office closed
  
  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan

Thurs., April 10
10:00 A.M. 
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve 

Fri., April 11
10:00 A.M.
Office open


  6:00 P.M.
Simple Soup Supper at St. Ann’s



  7:00 P.M.
Station of the Cross at St. Ann’s________ 

The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food item(s) for April are Cookies and Crackers.          
Please see Tina Reed to order your Easter plants. Lilies are $11, Tulips and Daffodils are $7. 

Mark your calendar for a Church Birthday Planning Meeting to take place on Sunday, April 6th at 11:30 a.m. All members and friends are invited to attend this meeting.
On Friday, April 11th, at 7:00 p.m. we will participate in the Stations of the Cross with St. Ann’s as we do every year. All who plan to attend the Stations have been invited to a Simple Soup Supper, hosted by St. Ann’s, before Stations at 6 p.m.

in the parish center.

Palm Sunday Potluck Brunch—Sunday, April 13th. Please plan to attend.
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The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food item(s) for April are Cookies and Crackers.           

Please see Tina Reed to order your Easter plants. Lilies are $11, Tulips and Daffodils are $7. 

Mark your calendar for a Planning Meeting to take place on Sunday, April 6th.  
All members and friends are invited to attend this meeting to gather ideas to celebrate the 375th birthday of First Church.

On Friday, April 11th, at 7:00 p.m. we will participate in the Stations of the Cross with St. Ann’s as we do every year. All who plan to attend the Stations have been invited to a Simple Soup Supper, hosted by St. Ann’s, before Stations at 6 p.m.
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