
The halt to evictions and fore-
closures was in place to stave 
off a potential wave of home-
lessness at the onset of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

The Biden administration said 
that it would extend the tem-
porary bans on evictions and 
foreclosures for another 
month as the country contin-
ues to rebound from 
the coronavirus pandemic. 

The announcement comes as 
some states have struggled to 
spend the $21.5 billion in 
emergency rental aid included 
in the American Rescue Plan 
earlier this year, allowing 
states an additional month to 
work through a crush of ap-
plications and distribute the 
money before the funds ex-
pire. 

The pause on evictions and 
foreclosures for federally 
backed mortgages were set to 
expire at the end of June. 

The White House and 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, which  

More than half of people 
residing in homeless shel-
ters in the United States had 
formal earnings in the same 
year they were homeless, 
according to a new study 
that deepens understanding 
of housing insecurity in the 
U.S.  Among unhoused indi-
viduals who were not in 
shelters, about 40% had 

earnings from formal em-
ployment. The findings con-
trast with common percep-
tions and stereotypes about 
people who are homeless—
suggesting that even con-
sistent work isn't enough to 
help Americans facing sky-
rocketing housing costs. Led 
by Prof. Bruce D. Meyer, a 
preeminent scholar of U.S. 
poverty, the research offers 

the first highly accurate 
snapshot of those experienc-
ing homelessness across the 
country and examines fac-
tors such as labor market 
attachment, geographic mo-
bility, earnings, population 
characteristics and safety net 
usage.  
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ident of the National Low In-
come Housing Coalition. 

Today’s ruling only changes 
current law in the 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals, which in-
cludes California and eight 
other Western states where the 
bulk of America’s unhoused 
population lives. But it will also 
determine whether similar poli-
cies elsewhere are permissible; 
and it will almost certainly 
influence homelessness policy 
in cities around the country. 

 Grants Pass and other cities 
argued that lower court rulings 
fueled the spread of homeless 
encampments, endangering 
public health and safety. Those 
decisions did allow cities to 
restrict when and where people 
could sleep and even to shut 
down encampments – but they 
said cities first had to offer 
people adequate shelter.  

In a dissent, Justice Sotomayor 
said the decision focused only 
on the needs of cities but not 
the most vulnerable. She said 
sleep is a biological necessity, 
but this decision leaves a home-
less person with “an impossible 
choice — either stay awake or 
be arrested.” 

The court's decision is a win 
not only for the small Oregon 
city of Grants Pass, which 
brought the case, but also for 
dozens of Western localities 
that had urged the high court to 
grant them more enforcement 
powers as they grapple with 
record high rates of homeless-
ness. They said the lower court 
rulings had tied their hands in 
trying to keep public spaces 
open and safe for everyone. 

But advocates for the unhoused 
say the decision won’t solve the 
bigger problem, and could 
make life much harder for the 
quarter of a million people 
living on streets, in parks and in 
their cars. “Where do people 
experiencing homelessness go 
if every community decides to 
punish them for their homeless-
ness?” says Diane Yentel, pres-

It took seven years for Abigail 
Judge to see what success 
looked like for one Boston 
homeless woman. 

The woman had been sex traf-
ficked since she was young, 
was a drug user, and had been 
abused, neglected, or exploited 

in just about every relationship 
she’d had. If Judge was going 
to help her, trust had to come 
first. Everything else — recov-
ery, healing, employment, re-
joining society’s mainstream 
— might be impossible without 
it. That meant patience despite 
the daily urgency of the woman’s 

situation. 

“It’s nonlinear. She gets better, 
stops, gets re-engaged with the 
trafficker and pulled back into 
the lifestyle. She does time 
because she was literally hold-
ing the bag of fentanyl for these 
guys,” said Judge, a psycholo-
gy instructor at .” 

By NPR News 

 

In its biggest decision on 
homelessness in decades, the 
U.S. Supreme Court today 
ruled that cities can ban people 
from sleeping and camping in 
public places. The justices, in a 
6-3 decision along ideological 
lines, overturned lower court 
rulings that deemed it cruel and 
unusual under the Eighth 
Amendment to punish people 
for sleeping outside if they had 
nowhere else to go. 

Writing for the majority, Jus-
tice Gorsuch said, 
“Homelessness is complex. Its 
causes are many.” But he said 
federal judges do not have any 
“special competence” to decide 
how cities should deal with 
this. 

“The Constitution’s Eighth 
Amendment serves many im-
portant functions, but it does 
not authorize federal judges to 
wrest those rights and responsi-
bilities from the American 
people and in their place dic-
tate this Nation’s homelessness 
policy,” he wrote. 
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A world where all people in 
our communities live with 
social, emotional and physical 
well-being, spiritual fulfill-
ment, justice and hope.  Our 
work touches the mind, body, 
heart – and ultimately the 
spirit – of those we serve 

Volunteers of America Na-
tional Services (VOANS) 
serves as the Housing and 
Healthcare affiliate of the 
Volunteers of America parent 
organization. Incorporated  in 
1982, the issue of providing 
services in senior housing 
served as the catalyst for this 
merger of housing and 
healthcare activities. 

We help 1.5 million people a 
year and counting. Volunteers 
of America is one of the na-
tion’s largest, established 
comprehensive human ser-
vices organizations with 
16,000 mission-driven profes-
sionals, dedicated to helping 
those in need rebuild their 
lives and reach their full po-
tential. Founded in 1896, the 
faith-based nonprofit has 
programs in 46 states, the 
District of Columbia, and 
Puerto Rico, serving more 
than 1.5 million people a 
year. 

Our Mission 

Volunteers of America is a 
movement organized to reach 
and uplift all people and bring 
them to the knowledge and 
active service of God.  

Volunteers of America, illus-
trating the presence of God 
through all that we do, serves 
people and communities in 
need and creates opportunities 
for people to experience the 
joy of serving others.  

Volunteers of America 
measures its success in posi-
tive change in the lives of 
individuals and communities 
we serve. 

Our Vision 

figure was the highest since 
HUD began reporting on the 
issue to Congress in 2007. 

Scholars, healthcare workers, 
and homeless advocates agree 
that two major contributing 
factors are poverty and a lack 
of affordable housing, both 
stubbornly intractable societal 
challenges.  

 

Alvin Powell 

Harvard Staff Writer 

Havard Medical School 
whose outreach program, 
Boston Human Exploitation 
and Sex Trafficking 
(HEAT), is supported by 
Massachusetts General Hos-
pital and the Boston Police 
Department. “This is some-
one who’d been initially 
trafficked as a kid and when 
I met her was 23 or 24. She 
turned 30 last year, and now 
she’s housed, she’s absti-
nent, she’s on suboxone. 

 And she’s super involved in 
her community.” 

It’s a success story, but one 
that illustrates some of the 
difficulties of finding solu-
tions to the nation’s homeless 
problem. And it’s not a small 
problem. A December 2023 
report by the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment said 653,104 Ameri-
cans experienced homeless-
ness, tallied on a single night 
in January last year. That 
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1660 Duke Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

(703) 341-5000  

Toll Free: (800) 899-0089 

General Inquir-
ies: info@voa.org 

Volunteering Inquiries:  

volunteers@voa.org 

 Despite rising inflation rates, the 
U.S. economy is holding up im-
pressively. As of the first quarter 
of 2024, unemployment is low 
and inflation – although still 
elevated – is slowing down. That 
doesn’t mean, however, that 
every American is doing well. 
One harsh indicator of that was 
the significant jump in homeless-
ness over the past year. Accord-
ing to the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD), 
a record number of people are 
currently unhoused in the U.S. 
Several factors are driving this 
increase, such as rising housing 

costs, surging immigration, and the 
end of many COVID-19 relief 
programs. 

HUD’s 2023 Annual Homelessness 
Assessment Report (AHAR) found 
that more than 650,000 people in 
America lack permanent shelters. 
That represents the most document-
ed homeless individuals since the 
inaugural report produced in 2007 
and reflects a 12 percent increase 
over 2022.  

653,104 people experienced home-
lessness in the U.S. in 2023. That 
number represents a record-high tally 
and a 12 percent increase over 2022. 

111,620 children were without homes 
in America last year. 

Homelessness increased in 41 states 
between 2022 and 2023, with New 
Hampshire, New Mexico, and New 
York having the highest percentage 
increases. 

More than one-half of America’s 
homeless individuals reside in the 
nation’s 50 largest cities. New York 
City and Los Angeles alone contain 
one-quarter of the country’s un-
housed people. 

Every ethnic group endured an in-
crease in homelessness last year. The 
Asian community experienced the 
most significant percentage increase 
(64 percent), while Hispanics/Latinos 
saw the most significant surge  

VOLUNTEERS OF 
AMERICA 



as well he walks us through 
what the various religions say 
about each individual of faith 
and their role in being a part 
of the solution.  The book can 
be ordered through Autho-
rhouse Publishing at http://
bookstore.authorhouse.com/
Products/SKU-001092211/
The--Millipede-Effect.aspx or 
Amazon at https://
www.amazon.com/ 

 

Several years in the making, 
“The Millipede Effect” has 
been released by Authorhouse 
Publishing this past January.  
The book lays out BBV2M 
LLC founder and President 
Rodney Brooks quest to un-
derstand the homeless, strand-
ed and down & out.  From 
movies to our own percep-
tions, it all shapes how we 
approach this situation.  
Brooks looks at Government, 
Civic Organizations and reli-
gion (the Church) as all play a 
major part in finding ways to 
help the plight of the home-
less.  These different groups 

display on a daily basis their 
commitment to service, finan-
cial giving and voluntary 
work.  Like the millipede 
with its many body parts/
compartments (government, 
civic, religion) and its many 
legs (the people driving these 
various groups); there are 
many misconceptions about 
those that are homeless.  The 
book looks at those various 
challenges as well hear from 
several of those that are 
homeless, stranded and down 
& out.  Brooks introduces us 
to his spirit filled purpose and 
calling in helping the home-
less, stranded and down & out 

the health and safety of our 
residents while connecting 
them to housing and other re-
sources." 

"The Supreme Court's recent 
ruling does not change this," it 
added. Yes, but: Encampment 
clearings have increased in 
D.C. 

There have been on average 8 
"encampment engagements" — 
defined as city crews cleaning 
or disbanding encampments — 
per month since July, according 
to city data. 

D.C. has increased its efforts 
against homeless encampments 
this year. 

Why it matters: Homelessness 
has risen two years in a row, 
drawing questions around 
whether the city is being effec-
tive in reducing the unhoused 
population. 

The big picture: A Supreme 
Court decision in June effec-
tively allows cities to ban peo-
ple from sleeping in public 
spaces — a ruling advocates 
argue criminalizes homeless-

ness.  The ruling most directly 
impacted cities in the West, but 
others have since been embold-
ened to enact more restrictive 
policies. Virginia Beach, for 
example, has recently picked 
up the pace of its encampment 
clearing. 

Zoom in: D.C. says the ruling 
hasn't impacted its policy. 

The District "will always work 
to treat all people with dignity 
and respect," the deputy 
mayor's office told Axios. "Our 
policies are designed to protect 

cost of housing and inflation, 
these nonprofit leaders see ris-
ing demand from the elderly 
and working professionals. 
 

Homeless nonprofits face rising 
demand for housing from sen-
iors and working professionals 
struggling to keep pace with 
the cost of living in Miami-
Dade County. And with new 

legislation pressing down on 
the unhoused and their commu-
nities, these organizations need 
support to meet demand. The 
Miami-Dade County Homeless 
Trust, Camillus House, United 
Way Miami and Chapman 
Partnership need money, from 
$7 million to $35 million each, 
to maintain and expand their 
services. According to the Mi-
ami-Dade Homeless Trust, 
Miami-Dade has a homeless 
population of 1,004 people and 
one with a changing demo-
graphic. Due to the increased 

these nonProfits Provide housing to miami’s homeless. neW 

pressures creating new demands 

 Word on The Street— D.C. increases homeless encampment 

clearings 

The Millipede Effect 
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We are….. 

At BBV2M LLC our vision is to help all people excel in all as-

pects of life. The challenges facing the homeless, stranded and 

down & out is such a daunting task.  There are great organiza-

tions in both the public and private sector with many wonderful 

people who are on the frontline in ensuring that these individu-

al are taken care of and have a voice.  Our goal is to due our 

part by assistance , education and support.  Although our or-

ganization was founded in 2015 our heritage stretches back 

over seven decades of assisting and helping others.  The patri-

archs of the family instilled the values and beliefs of helping 

others through the biblical teaching of God’s word.  Our goal is 

to be the bridge that helps those in need that are homeless, 

stranded and down & out get to the proper resources to assist 

them in their endeavors.   This has been spiritually rewarding 

for us as we truly look to fulfill our purpose of helping others. 

James  says it best “If a broth-
er or sister is poorly clothed 
or lacks daily food, and one 
of you say to them , “Go in  
peace, keep warm and eat 
well,” but does not give them 
what the body needs, what  
good is it?  (James 2:15-16)  
Those of us who have been 
given the ability to practice 
our faith through our works 
should do so.  The opportuni-
ty to help our brothers and 
sisters in need are tremen-
dous.  If you are already do-
ing so then I salute you and 
ask as well as pray that you 
continue to do so.  If you  are 
not or have wondered how 
then let me give you a couple 
of suggestions.  Your prefer-
ence in helping is based how 
you feel in your heart assist. 

 

 

There are many national and 
local charitable agencies that 
work with the homeless.  
Each of these organizations 
have a platform and plan on 
who and how they help those 
that are homeless.  Most or-
ganization do take financial 
donations but they also look 
for volunteers and advocates.  
Your local Church or other 
places of worship also has 
various types of ministries 
that are deigned to help the 
poor and down trodden.   
Your local or national 
Wounded Warrior chapter 
that is designed to help our 
veterans who are homeless.  
Whatever your preference in 
helping; it all starts with you.  
Let’s each do our part in 2022 
and be exceptional stewards 
of Love! 

How You Can Help 

A Heritage of Excellence 
in Helping Others!!! 

BBV2M LLC 

Marion, MS 39342 
 

601-701-8873 

bbv2mllc@gmail.com 
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Facebook - BBV2MLLC 

Twitter - @bbv2mllc 

Brothers Brooks 
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Rodney D. Brooks 

Author and President & 
Founder of Brothers Brooks 

Vision 2 Mission LLC. 
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