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2 Thessalonians 1:11–12
[bookmark: _Hlk212287130]11 To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and will fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you and you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Luke 19:1–10
[bookmark: _Hlk212287110]1 He was passing through Jericho. 2A man there named Zacchaeus was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 He was trying to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, because he was short in stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore tree to see him as he would pass by. 5When Jesus came by, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.” 6 So he hurried down and was happy to welcome him. 7 All who saw it began to grumble and said, “He has gone to be the guest of a sinner.” 8 Zacchaeus stood there and said to the Lord, “Look, half of my possessions, Lord, I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone, I will pay back four times as much.” 9 Then Jesus said, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.”

I need to start by saying I hope you had a Happy Halloween. That’s a holiday that began with plenty of religious fear, but we have outgrown most of that fear, and it now is a holiday for kids and parties. It’s nice when we can outgrow fear.
Today’s sermon is going to pick up on the All Saints theme. The Second Thessalonians reading says “God will . . . fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith” (1:11). All of our dear departed had hopes, ideas, and plans; these are all “good resolves,” and these may come to fruition in the afterlife. I believe the promise Paul delivered when he said “I am confident of this, that the one who began a good work in you will continue to complete it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Phil 1:6). That probably mainly refers to the spiritual remaking that God is carrying out in our character, but it could also include completing certain projects and dreams that we had here on earth. 
We have a slight tie-in to the gospel story, inasmuch as Zacchaeus makes a new plan after he meets Jesus. He will set about to reimburse fourfold anybody whom he may have defrauded or overcharged on their taxes. That’s a plan he’ll need to fulfill in this lifetime, and he intends to. Some of us have plans and resolutions that we finish in this lifetime, and some of us have dreams and projects that we don’t finish. They both qualify as “good resolves.” The author of the epistle also calls them “works of faith” (1:11). So let’s look more closely at the gospel story and see what led Zacchaeus to do a work of faith.
He seems to be an energetic little guy. He runs ahead of the way Jesus is walking and climbs a tree so that he can see Jesus unobstructed. Jesus knows exactly what he’s doing and calls him down and tells him he will be staying at his house during his visit to Jericho. This is a great honor for Zacchaeus.
Jesus is deliberately choosing Zacchaeus instead of other, more well-liked citizens of the town, who grumble when Jesus announces his decision, calling Zacchaeus a “sinner” (19:7). But Jesus’ kindness has already touched Zacchaeus deeply, and he resolves, on the spot, to do good, to give half his possessions to the poor and to restore fourfold anyone whom he has overtaxed. This leads Jesus to make his affirmation that “salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham” (19:9). This is the proof that Jesus will do anything to restore self-respect to anyone who has been deprived of it. Calling him a “son of Abraham” is a great compliment and affirmation of the genuineness of the faith of Zacchaeus.
Jesus gave Zacchaeus exactly what he needed: respect publicly shown. Zacchaeus’s standing in the eyes of his townsmen would be forever changed, just as the woman with an issue of blood, to whom he said “daughter, your faith has saved you” (Luke 8:48 New American Bible). You can imagine how that woman, whose impurity caused her to be shunned, and who had internalized that shame, would now be able to stand tall, would no longer live in the shadows.
Zacchaeus evidently had a strong sense of morality, for he immediately decided to take moral action. He put his hope into goodness and fairness. And as Jesus said, also in Luke, “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34). Zacchaeus decided to treasure goodness and fairness to others, and so his heart was in that place. We, too, should pay attention to what it is that we treasure, because that’s where our heart is. That’s probably where our creativity will be focused.
I started out by talking about unfulfilled hopes and dreams that some of our departed loved ones had. Those hopes were where their treasure was. I think they will get a chance to act upon those treasured ideas, will get to fulfill those hopes in another world. Just as Jesus responded to faith and sincerity when he saw it, so will he in the afterlife. He will encourage the development of our sincere hopes and dreams, because those are spiritual treasures, and he doesn’t let treasures go to waste. Often in this lifetime and in this perilous world, good things do go to waste, but that is not the case in Jesus’ kingdom in the afterlife.
There is a young woman who was able to fulfill some of her longings in this life. Her name is Malala Yousafzai, and you may have heard of her. Her father Ziauddin is a Pakistani education activist. In 2008, the BBC Urdu website wanted to get a schoolgirl living in the Swat region to write a blog about daily life under Pakistani Taliban rule. Malala ended up writing that blog, using the code-name Gul Makai, or “cornflower.” After the blogging assignment came to an end, Malala began to appear on television, advocating for female education. She began running a girls’ empowerment organization called Aware Girls. She was nominated for the International Children’s Peace Prize. The Prime Minister of Pakistan awarded her the National Peace Award for Youth. She began to receive death threats, and in 2012 a Taliban gunman shot her through the face and neck. Doctors in Pakistan were able to remove the bullet and reduce the swelling, and she was then moved to England for final treatment, where they were able to restore her damaged hearing. Protests against the shooting were held in several Pakistani cities the day after the attack, and it led to the passage of a Right to Education Bill. 
Among her other public statements was a condemnation of the persecution of the Rohingya minority in Burma or Myanmar. In 2014 she received the Nobel Peace Prize. She is still advocating for female education and safety for children and against child marriages. She has forgiven her attackers and said she would try to reason with an attacker and would not use violence, if another one came after her. She is a practicing Muslim, and lives in England.
Her dream of promoting education for girls and women has been fulfilled, probably beyond her wildest dreams. If your hopes and dreams would contribute to truth, beauty, and goodness, they will find fulfillment too. You will have a lot of time, in this world and the next, to see them come to fruition. As the poet, Robert Browning, said “There shall never be one lost good! . . . On the earth the broken arcs; in the heaven, a perfect round. All we have willed or hoped or dreamed of good shall exist” (from “Abt Vogler”).

