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Mud Springs Messenger
Presidents Message
by David Bratt
Well, the temperature is in the 90’s and there
isn’t a cloud in the sky so it must be time for the
Historical Society’s annual Ice Cream Social and
hot dog cook out. Originally planned for early
June, there was a last minute scheduling conflict
with LucaBella Restaurant and the patio of the
Walker House was not available. It has been awhile since we have had to
share the patio with a restaurant and we are pleased that they are so busy
with special events. We apologize if the last minute cancelation of the original event caused you and your family any inconvenience. The new date for
the Ice Cream Social is now set for Sunday, August 28th from 4:00 pm to
6:00 pm in the patio of the Walker House. We have held this event for
several years now and despite the hot weather that seems to plague us
every year we always have a great turnout of the Society’s membership.
There will be all you can eat ice cream with several toppings to choose
from as well as the great hot dogs cooked on a grill with all the trimmings.
The Historical Society is fortunate to have so many willing volunteers that
make this FREE event possible. In addition, it is through the generosity of
certain members that we are able to provide the hot dogs and buns. A
great big thank you to all of you.
I would like to welcome our newest Board members that were elected
and introduced at the Spring Dinner. Susie Crawford has served on the
Board before and we welcome her back with open arms. Suzy has been a
long time, involved citizen of San Dimas, volunteering for more groups and
events than I can count. Suzy is a gifted gardener and she helps maintain
the many rose bushes at the Martin House. Kay Glinternick is another
community involved individual and will be a welcome addition to our Board.
Kay is someone you can always count on to participate in any community
event and is always willing to help out. Five years ago we decided to add a
student intern to our Board to get younger people involved in what the Historical Society does. We have been fortunate to have had great individuals
and this year is no exception. Gracelyn Goodman is a senior at San Dimas
High School and is active in several clubs and organizations on campus.
Gracelyn has been a Society volunteer for the past few years and she
brings a tremendous amount of enthusiasm and interest to our Board.
Welcome to you all.
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1960’s Photographs from
Dick and Mary Lou Harbin
By Dave Harbin

With the renovation of downtown currently
underway we thought we should share some
photographs from the 1960’s.
1962 picture of the then new City Hall, located on Exchange
Place near First Street. Notice the official city car. Years later the
building was moved to West Fifth Street. It is still there being used as a residence. See if you can find it.

Looking North at the
intersection of Bonita
Avenue and San
Dimas Avenue,
December 1960.
Jack Carruthers
Chevron Service
Station on the left
with the Walker House behind. On the right corner is the Flying A Station. This was prior to a signal light being installed
at the intersection.
Another view of the
Bonita Avenue and San
Dimas Avenue intersection
from 1960. Rogers Ford
Dealership on southwest
corner. In the background
is empty field and beyond is
a citrus grove. Site is now a
shopping center with
Starbucks near the corner.

What The San Dimas Historical Society
Means to Our Community
On June 6, 1966, the San Dimas Historical Society was officially chartered. Since that time our mission
and visions have guided the organization. We remain committed to preserving the history of San Dimas
by bringing together those people interested in Southern California regional history, especially the
history of San Dimas. We are also continuously discovering and collecting items which establish,
redefine, and illustrate the history of San Dimas. Sharing these historical materials arouses interest in
the past to educate for the future. Remember the Historical Society when you come across those old
photographs. Let us have them or let us scan them and return the original photos to you.
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Fine, Mom - Let’s go Outside
By Bryan Fernandez
Who knew a video game could bring from out of their houses? Folks have been gathering in downtown San Dimas to
play Pokémon Go. A nice place to catch the monsters, since Pokémon appear at landmarks. Just like at our local historical
train stop, known as the home for the Pacific Railroad Society. Which is also a Museum, all located at 210 W. Bonita Avenue. The train stop was a Santa Fe station, and next to it was built a drinking fountain and horse trough in 1913, “for man
and beast.” It looks like this still holds true for Pokémon catchers.
Most Pokémon trainers avoid the heat by searching at night. Meanwhile, the city has put in big lights for Bonita’s reconstruction, which feels eventful. (Excuse our construction but things are changing, we are making history again.)
Players have brought food, blankets and lawn chairs. One fellow I met even carried a spare battery, since the app
drains a phone pretty quick. The game can populate an area for a while. And a busier area increases the number of Pokémon that show up.
People have been enjoying Rhoads Park as people do. I
saw two teens easing their bikes side to side as they talked
softly, phones in hand. And I heard a group clamoring over
their plans.
“Let’s go this way,” one said.
“No! Let’s go that way,” said another.
They were deep into their screens, which maybe isn’t so new
these days. But what is amazing is that these gatherings
spring up. People simply collect and connect.

Pokémon Go gamers - Pacific Railroad Museum
July 2016

San Dimas businessmen at the fountain circa 1913

It looks like Pokémon has also found the 1909 Foresman & Hoke
Building
Now Quality Instant Print
at 163 W. Bonita Avenue.
San Dimas is still making
history. What will it be like
in the next 100 years.
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Greeting to All
From
Suzy Crawford
Membership Chair

Ice Cream Social - Re Scheduled
Sunday, August 28, 2016
4:00 to 6:00
E
FRE On the patio at the Walker House
Please join other members and their guests for the San Dimas
Historical Society Annual Ice Cream Social. Enjoy grilled hot dogs and
make-your-own ice cream sundaes. It is a great way to spend a
summer afternoon with friends and meet your new members.

Volunteer Coordinator
Kay Hoveland says /

Suzy Crawford

Priorities have been shuffled
around and once again I find myself more involved with
the Historical Society as a Board Member. The most rewarding part of tackling the Membership Chair duties is
twofold: One; being in the beautiful Walker House once
again and two; seeing many new faces along with the familiar ones. It is truly enjoyable to belong to an organization where the old adage “Many hands make light work”
runs true.
This community support atmosphere is not the only reason to be proud of this organization. As I dig into my duties I have found changes from my previous stint in charge
of membership. When mentioning Historical Society to
others, it just plain sounds old. Historical Society. Stagnant. Looking backwards. But your organization is far
from any of that. Student interns participate and communicate our city’s history to our community’s young adults.
The membership opportunities have been revamped and
streamlined. A Patron opportunity has been established
to aid the Society with technology and the equipment purchases that go with it. This organization evolves and is
making history of its own. I am glad and proud to be back.

2016 Up Coming Events
August 28, 2016
The rescheduled Ice Cream Social
November 10, 2016 - Fall Historical Society Dinner
December 3, 2016 - City Holiday Extravaganza
and Tree Lighting

“Volunteers
ARE the
Historical Society”
Margaret is one of our best volunteers.
She comes every Thursday to work in
Kay Hoveland
the gift shop, welcoming guests, insuring
everything has a price and neatly displayed. She is also one
of our best customers because she is one of the first to see
the new donations! It would be a surprise if a week didn't go
by that Margaret didn't find a little something to purchase to
give as a gift or keep it for herself. Because she has read
enough information and listened to the docents, Margaret can
talk about the Walker family as
well as the various museum
rooms and displays without hesitation.
Volunteers like Margaret make
it possible for the San Dimas Historical Society to be available on a
regular basis to the community.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer please …

call the office at
909 592-1190
or email
office91773@sandimashistorical.org
or visit us on Facebook

Thank You Valued Patron

By Dave Harbin

Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss,
Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau, Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson,
Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman, Matt and Julie Draayom, Mark and Linda Nelson.
Our newest to the Patron Program are Don and Margie Green.
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that
otherwise would be unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190. Your donation is tax deducible.
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