November 2018 Newsletter
Honor God in Gratitude...
Autumn is my favorite season: the temperatures fall and the leaves
gloriously proclaim God’s imagination; favorite jackets and scarves
envelope us in warmth and we gather to give thanks for God’s
abundance. All things ‘pumpkin’ invade retail shelves and our
coffee shops. It’s also the end of the liturgical year, a time to reflect
on Lutheran history and tradition; to honor our departed saints
and to remember that Christ is our Lord and King. Soon it will be
Advent, the church’s “new year” and I wonder, are we ready? I
invite you to pause for a while, breathe deeply and think about
your faith life in 2018. How have you honored God in gratitude?
November’s turning of the seasons is a perfect opportunity to
reflect on what it means to be part of the universal Body of Christ,
as Lutheran Christians. Luther wrote much about “passive righteousness”: the understanding that it is purely God’s
action that makes us right with God, not anything we do ourselves, nothing we give, nothing we bring to the table; we
simply receive and believe in this unbelievable gift. Through God’s Holy Spirit, we're drawn to faith in Jesus when we
hear the Word. God claims us as beloved children in holy baptism and the Spirit gives us new life in Christ. As the
waters of baptism trace our bodies, we are in that moment fully forgiven for all sins past, present and future, in a
covenant made with us by God that cannot be broken, no matter what we do or leave undone. Christ invites us to his
Table, every time we gather, to remember that covenant and to remember his dying request on the cross, “Father,
forgive them.” And God does forgive us, for Jesus’ sake. We can't earn or merit God’s grace, but we can show our
gratitude for God's great gifts. Right now, Epiphany needs adult volunteers to chaperone our new Confirmation class, in
compliance with SafeGatherings guidelines. We need Worship Servants for sacred tasks including Altar service; reading
lessons, ushering, serving communion and hosting coffee fellowship. We need new Council members to fill vacancies.
We need willing hands to help serve Room in the Inn clients with Kingsway Christian. We need team members for
Evangelism and Outreach. All of these tasks love neighbor and proclaim Christ…what will you choose as your grateful
response to God’s gifts?
Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Epiphany’s Celebration of Abundance!
Please plan on joining us Sunday, November 4 after worship as we gather in the Kingsway
Fellowship Hall for a fun potluck! God has blessed us richly and we want to give thanks together as a congregation. Spiral ham and beverages will be provided. You’re asked to bake
& bring your favorite family recipe in one of three categories: Salad, Vegetable or Dessert:
there will be judges and fabulous gift card prizes for the winner in each category, plus door
prizes for lucky winners. Pastor Monica will give a brief “state of the union” update on the
exciting things happening at Epiphany as we feed God’s people with food and Gospel.
Please sign up with Martha Garner to bring your favorite dish and RSVP. God is good! See you there!

From Your Council President...
As I write this I am in Seattle helping my son Rob get settled into his new job and new
life. An answer to the prayers of many! God has truly blessed us.
And then I think of the ways that God has blessed our congregation. We are thriving in
spite of our difficulties, Our garden is growing and feeding others. We reach out to help
our community with casseroles for Trinity Ministries, through Room In The Inn with
Kingsway, packaging food for MIFA, and more. We love worshipping and being together.
People are finding us and checking us out!
The council has put together a ministry plan for 2019 which we will share with you once we receive the pledge totals
and make the final adjustments at our November council meeting. Thanks to your increased giving this past year, we
have made great strides and we feel very positive as we look to next year. Of course, we hope that you will continue
to be generous with your gifts as God has been generous to you.
Our Stewardship potluck is coming up on Sunday, November 4th right after church in the Kingsway Fellowship Hall. It
will be a reminder of how far we have come in this past year and how God has abundantly blessed us. The food will be
good - for sure - with everyone bringing a family favorite. I am bringing a Jello salad - it isn't a real Lutheran potluck
without it!!

Welcome to the Prouty Family!
The Prouty family moved to Collierville from South Glens Falls, NY,
located in upstate New York in the beautiful Adirondacks. Andria,
Evan and Andrew were members of St. Andrew Lutheran Church in
New York, where Andria served the congregation as the director of
the non-profit children’s program (The Fisherman’s Net, which
provides Christian-based programming to school-age children) for
more than 17 years.
Matt is a partner with Hospitality Restaurant Group and oversees 38
quick-serve restaurants in the Memphis area. Evan attends
Collierville High School, has a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, enjoyed
volunteering for the EAA/Young Eagles program in NY and hopes to
become a pilot someday. Andrew attends Collierville Middle School,
has a black belt in Tae Kwon Do, plays lacrosse and basketball and
loves the Golden State Warriors. Linda, Matt’s mother, also lives
with the family, as does Ruby, their 9-year-old Morkie.
They have felt very welcomed and at home at Epiphany and are
happy to find an ELCA church home in Tennessee.

Happiest of Birthdays
and God's Blessings!
Hector Johnson - November 4
Wendell Kruse - November 19
Lois Ketcham - November 24
Scott Fisher - November 27
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Have we missed your birthday?
Please send the month/day
to Pastor Monica so you can be included!

But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. ~James 1:22
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here, add our name
to the clipboard available on Sunday mornings, or contact Carol Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Our Garden is GROWING & FEEDING God’s People, and YOU Are Needed!
We’ve got a bumper crop this year and our Garden Crew could really use your help! Hands are always
needed to weed/water plants and pick produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30-11:30 am. Or if
you’d rather hone your driving skills, why not pick up garden produce and deliver it to the Collierville Food
Pantry (CFP)? Fresh-picked produce is stored in a handy container you can grab on Wednesday after 11:30
am, then deliver to CFP the next morning at 8:45 am. Containers can be returned to the garden at your
convenience, or given to a crew member on Sunday. See our Garden Gurus Wendell Kruse or Dick Wieland
for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Room In The Inn (RITI)
Stay tuned to find out when we will have our next Room in the Inn in conjunction with Kingsway Christian
Church. Volunteers will be needed to help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests
will take with them Tuesday morning, as well as to pick up sheets and towels on Tuesday to launder and
return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to be a most
meaningful experience as a volunteer. There will be other ways to help as well in November!
Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC) - Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville
Connected Resource Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips for unemployed persons.
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have
an hour to spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 11:30am; Saturdays 9 -11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the
basement of Sanctuary on the Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for
more information.
Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are
registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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Blessing of the Pets and Oktoberfest on October 6th
Thanks to all who joined us for the Blessing of the Pets and Community Cookout, especially our friends at St.
Andrew! A good time was had by all, including 15 dogs, one bird named Captain McFurry Pants, and 7 sweet
stuffed animals, all of whom were blessed by Pastor Monica. And there were s’mores!

Confirmation Classes
Starting November 11th

On Sunday, November 11, we will be starting a new confirmation class! Classes will be held every Sunday from 9 - 9:45
am in the Bride’s Room adjacent to Schaeffer Memorial Chapel.
For all Christian Education classes and events where children are present, Epiphany observes SafeGatherings
guidelines. That means a second adult presence is required for Confirmation classes on Sunday mornings. Anyone can
volunteer, and you can sign up via SignUp Genius. Also, if you are interested in serving as a mentor to one of our
young confirmands, please contact Pastor Monica. Confirmation Day is scheduled for Reformation Sunday, October
27, 2019.

Pastor Monica’s Schedule
From October 27 - November 3, Pastor Monica will be on a personal retreat. Please contact Reverend Paul White
during that time at 901-626-3208 for emergencies only.
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Undie Sunday November 25th
As we celebrate God’s great abundance, we give thanks and give
back to those in need. November 25th is “Undie
Sunday” when we will collect NEW packages of men’s and
women’s underwear, all sizes, for distribution to Kingsway’s
Room in the Inn clients. Please bring your donations of NEW,
unopened underwear to worship on 11/25. Pastor will bless
these donations and we will pray for all persons experiencing
homelessness. This is part of your Transformational Ministry (T2)
team’s ongoing work to broaden Epiphany’s outreach ministries.

Support Anil and St. Jude Children’s
Hospital
Our very own Anil Lankapalli (and friend of Epiphany
Krishna Maddela) are running in the St. Jude Memphis Marathon on Saturday, December 1, 2018 to raise funds for St. Jude. Anil says it best: "I'm using my running to help save kids' lives by fundraising for St. Jude Children's Research Hospital as I train. I'm running for
kids who might be too sick to run today, but who could one day be running alongside me because the money
I raised helped find a cure for childhood cancer." Please donate to support Anil's run and the wonderful
work that St. Jude's does!

Safe Travels, Hector!
Hector Johnson will be traveling to visit friends and family in Ghana from November 7 - 30. We wish him
safe travels and an enjoyable time in his homeland.
A special thank you to Prannoy and Praharsh Lankapalli, who have graciously volunteered to assist with our
worship music while Hector is traveling.
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Upcoming Events
Celebration of God’s Abundance
Sunday, November 4 following worship
(See page 1 for more information)

Rick Barnard Gallery Exhibit & Opening Reception
November 9
Our very own Rick Barnard will have a gallery exhibit at
the Columbus Arts Council in Columbus, MS. The opening
reception is Friday, November 9 from 5:30 - 7 pm. Anyone who wants to join the group going to support Rick
should meet at 2:45 pm sharp at the Kroger on Houston
Levee at Winchester; please park near the gas pumps.
More information...

MOE (Men of Epiphany)
Saturday, November 10
The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for breakfast,
fellowship and devotion. Please join us!

GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
Saturday, November 10
We continue our study of The Red Tent and the Book of
Genesis Chapters 29-35. Join us at 9 am in the Kingsway
Library and invite a friend! For more info, contact
Pastor Monica.

Confirmation Classes Begin
Sunday, November 11
(See page 4 for more information)

Prime Timers Fellowship - Harvest Dinner
Friday, November 16
Holy Apostles is having a Harvest Dinner and program on
Friday, November 16, 2018 at 6:30 pm. Cost for the
catered dinner is $20 per person; please contact Diane
Kruse for more information on this fun evening of
fellowship.

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Start your Thanksgiving celebrations off by attending
the Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service on
Tuesday, November 20, 2018 at 7 pm at Emmanuel
United Methodist Church in Memphis. The service will
include representatives from different faith traditions.

Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving
The church office will be closed for the Thanksgiving
holiday from November 22 - 24, 2018. Pastor Monica
will be out of town visiting her son but will return for
worship on 11/25.

Tis The Season!
Hard to believe, but Advent
and Christmas are just around
the corner. Please mark your
calendars to join us for our
Wednesday evening Advent
Dinner & Prayer/Study
beginning November 28th at 6
pm (also on December 5, 12
and 19).
Other dates to remember:
Saturday, December 8
Caroling at the Garden followed by
Adult Christmas Fellowship
at the home of John & Martha Garner
Sunday, December 23 at 10 am
Caroling & Worship at
Brookdale Dogwood Creek Assisted Living
8199 Poplar Ave, Germantown
Meet at 9:30 am to set up and prepare for worship
(No 10am worship at Schaeffer Chapel on 12/23)
Monday, December 24 at 5 pm
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship

Save the Date Congregational Meeting
December 2nd After Worship!
Please plan on attending our Congregational Meeting on December 2nd
immediately following the worship service. We will hold elections to fill
council vacancies (if you are interested in serving, please contact Carol
Rife or Martha Garner) and approve the proposed 2019 Ministry Funding
Plan.
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November 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
11/1 - 11/3

Pastor Monica away on personal retreat

Sat 11/3

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 11/4

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:30 am - Kingsway Fellowship Hall

24th Sunday after Pentecost/All Saints Sunday - Worship
& Holy Communion
Celebration of God’s Abundance Potluck

Wed 11/7

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Fri 11/9

Meet at 2:45 pm

Group visit to Rick Barnard Gallery Exhibit & Opening Reception

Sat 11/10

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
8:30 am - Perkins Restaurant
9 am - Kingsway Library

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Men of Epiphany (MOE)
Gals of Epiphany (GOE)

Sun 11/11

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Confirmation Class
25th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Pledge Consecration Day - Please return your 2019 pledge cards!
Coffee Fellowship

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Council Meeting

Wed 11/14

Friday 11/16 6:30 pm - Holy Apostles Episcopal
Church

Prime Timers Fellowship - Harvest Dinner - reserve your spot with
Diane Kruse

Sat 11/17

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Boardroom

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Council/T2 Ministry Visioning Workshop

Sun 11/18

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10:30 am - Kingsway Sanctuary

Confirmation Class
26th Sunday after Pentecost - Joint Worship & Holy Communion
w/ Kingsway Christian Church

Tues 11/20

7 pm - Emmanuel United Methodist

Community Interfaith Thanksgiving Service

Wed 11/21

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

11/22-24

Church Offices Closed

Happy Thanksgiving!

Sat 11/24

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 11/25

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Confirmation Class
Christ the King Sunday/Undie Sunday - Worship
& Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 11/27

10 am - 2 pm St. Luke Lutheran Church

West TN Deanery Meeting

Wed 11/28

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
6 pm - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Advent Dinner & Prayer/Study

Sat 12/1

8 am - Kingsway Christian Church
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

MOE Pre-Christmas Breakfast & Workday
Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 12/2

9 am - Bride’s Room/Schaeffer Chapel
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Confirmation Class
First Sunday of Advent - Worship & Holy Communion
Congregational Meeting
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November 2018 Worship Servants
Assisting Minister
Lector

11/4

11/11

11/18

11/25

Wendell Kruse

John Crossmock

N/A

John Garner

Diane Kruse

Greeter/Usher

N/A

Ed & Becca Schumacher Twila Hooverson/OPEN

Com Assistant

Twila Hooverson

Com Linens
Coffee
Council Host
Council Money
Confirmation Chaperone

Lori Crossmock

N/A

Twila Hooverson/OPEN

N/A

Martha Garner

Jennifer Sykes

N/A

N/A

N/A

Dan Scherf

Dan Scherf

Jennifer Parker

Dan Scherf

Jennifer Parker

Lori Crossmock

Martha Garner

Ed Schumacher

N/A

Andria Prouty

Altar Setup

Bill & Jennifer Sykes

Altar Cleanup

Bill & Jennifer Sykes

N/A
Adam Waddell

N/A

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if
possible so that we know where to fill in as needed. If you have not yet
used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use
SignUp Genius and download the mobile app to your phone. You may also
sign up at church (lists will be available through the end of 2018). If you
have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol
Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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