Aim: Did American foreign policy after the War of 1812 reflect the spirit of nationalism?


I. Rush-Bagot Agreement (1817)
· U.S and GB agreed to naval disarmament on the Great Lakes

· Britain treated the U.S as an equal

II. Convention of 1818
· Fixed the boundary line between the U.S and Canada at the 49th parallel of latitude 
· Treaty Line of 1818
· The U.S and Britain jointly occupy the Oregon Country
III. Acquisition of Florida
· Spanish Florida housed pirates, smugglers, runaway slaves, and Seminole Indians

· Indians raided American settlements in the South 

· 1818 Andrew Jackson led a force into Florida,

· He crushed the Indians and captured two Spanish forts

· The Adams-Onis Treaty: Spain sells Florida to the U.S for $5 million

· The U.S gives up claim to Texas 
· Spain accepts the 42nd parallel as the boundary between Mexico and the Oregon Country
IV. Latin American Independence

· Latin America wars for independence

· Led by O’Higgins, de San Martin, and Bolívar

· The U.S inspired by the Revolution

· The U.S built up a profitable trade with independent Latin American countries

V. Causes for the Doctrine

· 1823 President Monroe faced two threats 

· Alliance of Austria, Prussia, France and Russia wanted to reconquer Latin America 

· Russian expansion southward from Alaska into Oregon and California

· Britain was also against Spain reacquiring Latin America 

· British proposed a joint declaration 

· The U.S rejected this proposal 
VI. The Monroe Doctrine

· The U.S government acknowledged the sovereignty of independent nations 

· Declared the Americas closed to future European colonization

· U.S would not interfere with internal affairs of Europe
· Any European expansion in the Western Hemisphere would not be tolerated

VII. Significance

· Expressed American nationalism 

· States America’s role in world affairs

· Isolated the Western Hemisphere from European colonization

· Stopped Russia’s expansion 

· Stopped Europe from re-colonizing Latin America

· The US was not yet strong enough to enforce this doctrine

