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OFFICE LOCATION,
MUSEUM & GIFT SHOP
LOCATION
Walker House, 2nd Floor
121 N. San Dimas Avenue
(909) 592-1190
MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. BOX 871, San Dimas, CA 91773
HOURS
Tuesday & Thursday—1pm to 4pm
Special hours available upon request
MUSEUM AND GIFT SHOP
HOURS:
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www.sandimashistorical.org
Like us on Facebook
Thoughts, comments, suggestions?
Please call us at the office or e-mail us at
office91773@sandimashistorical.org

Mud Springs Messenger
Presidents Message
by David Bratt
Here's wishing you a Happy New Year and welcome to 2016. This year is really special to us. It was
fifty years ago that the San Dimas Historical Society
was formed. The Historical Society was chartered on
June 6, 1966 and my how it has grown. Started by a
group of San Dimas residents who understood the
importance of preserving our rich and fascinating history, the Society has gone from accumulating and
storing historic treasures to creating a museum to showcase our history for the
public. Our dedicated staff of volunteers perform on-going research into our
past, record interviews with long-time residents and continue to collect and
preserve historical artifacts. The Society has been fortunate to have the involvement of many prominent San Dimas residents over the years. Our first
president was land owner and developer, George A. V. Dunning. He was followed by Jack Carruthers, a resident of the Walker House and one-time owner
of the gas station on the corner of Bonita and San Dimas Avenue. Other past
presidents included the city's first mayor, Stanley Plummer, and another
mayor, Nicholas Martocchio.
From an upstairs office at the Martin House to a corner of the train depot to
our present location at the Walker House, we have expanded our ability to
share the many treasures we have accumulated with our members and fellow
citizens of San Dimas. If you haven't had the opportunity to visit our museum
at the Walker House, please find the time to stop by and have a look. Besides
the two museum rooms, we have the Walker Room that highlights the history
of the house and the families that lived there, a beautiful gift shop with many
delightful items for purchase, and a library room with more interesting historical items on display. Your Society also offers the ability to delve into the history of San Dimas on-line in our research room. Led by Bryan Fernandez
(see his article in this newsletter), volunteers are in the process of scanning
years and years of old newspapers into our database. In addition our Archivist, Susan Davis, has scanned thousands of photographs into that same database. All of this information is available to you so just stop by during regular
business hours and enjoy.
We plan to make this a year of celebration so mark these dates on your
calendar now because I know you won't want to miss any of them. Our Spring
Dinner will be on May 26th and besides our annual meeting and elections we
are planning a special presentation. The ice cream social at the Walker
House will be on June 5th and this year we'll have cake to go with the ice
cream and hot dogs. We will close out our year of celebration with our Fall
Dinner on November 10th with another special presentation. We look forward
to a very special year and hope that you can join us.
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San Dimas News Just Keeps Breaking
By Bryan Fernandez (typed on one of those new-fangled laptops.)
Bob Webster and I scan San Dimas newspapers. We put old paper through a new technology. The paper is brown,
fragile and musty. Somehow the nearly century old issues are not destroyed by the scanner. First the paper is covered in
a sheath, then it’s eaten by the machine. (It’s best to catch the paper before it crumples on the ground.) Only one side of
one page can be scanned at a time… so it can get tedious. This gives me too much time to
think:
Consider what libraries are turning into - a website full of links and text boxes. Convenient?
Yes. Beautiful? Not to the senses. Instead of the crumbling paper, you have the ubiquitous
clicking of a mouse.
How important are feeling these things, anyways? Sure, they make us wonder about the
past. But readers used to hold new copies in their hands. This is an unfair complaint, though,
as feeble as wishing for a time machine. Because things change, and it’s our privilege to know
things that have aged before us.
Interestingly, today’s keyboards could sound very much
like tomorrow’s. Will that change how people read old
news?

San Dimas News
Clipping circa 1928- 1932
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From The Archives
by Ann Vackrinos

Santa Fe Station
Dedicated
1934
A new station for the Santa Fe Railroad was dedicated August 9, 1934, the previous building having been
destroyed by fire in September of 1933, along with 3
refrigerator cars and the orange packing house. The new building, set back from Monte Vista was built in the newly fashionable Mission style and landscaped to harmonize with the adjacent park.
The Chamber of Commerce railroad committee, comprised of Frank H. Harwood, C. A. Nelson, T. Roe Hobbs and
C. L. Compton worked closely with railway officials to design the new building. Businesses and passengers alike would
enjoy the “modern-equipped” waiting room, baggage room, freight room and offices large enough to accommodate all local
business. At 2,640 sq. ft., the building came in at approximately $10,000.
The festivities, sponsored jointly by the San Dimas Service Club and the Chamber of Commerce began at the Masonic temple, as it was their regular meeting day. Guests of honor at the event included 12 railroad officials and T. E. Gore,
San Dimas pioneer and first local Santa Fe agent in 1887. Lunch and speeches were followed by an inspection of the new
facility. Two ball games at the Bonita High athletic field followed in the evening. Cy’s (grocers) team played against the
San Dimas merchants and an indoor game between the girls of San Dimas and the girls of La Verne. There were also
races, including the popular potato sack race for boys and girls ages 10 to 14. (The races were separate for each sex.)
Robert Harris and Pete Witmer entertained the crowd with music and floral
arrangements were supplied by O. A.
Hayes.
Mrs. H. J. Voorhis shipped the first
freight, a consignment for the San Dimas
Orange Growers
Association.

Thank You Valued Patron
By Dave Harbin

Members that have made donations of $1000 or more to the Patron Program are: (listed in order of participation)
San Dimas Community Hospital, Ralph and Peggy Thomas, Paul and Willa McClure, Tom and Sue Nuss,
Ryan Teague, Jean Johnstone Rimpau, Curt and Glenda Morris, Jeff and Terry Templeman, Sharon Long, Bill and Joyce Emerson,
Winifred Rouse Willis, Bob and Connie Brown, Joe Vaniman, Mark and Linda Nelson, and our newest additions to the
Patron Program in December are Matt and Julie Draayom.
Their generous gifts allow the society to purchase specially needed items to enhance our ability to save and share our history that
otherwise would be unavailable due to limited funding.
To find out how you too can become a patron call the office at (909) 592-1190.
Your donation is tax deducible.
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Volunteers are the
Historical Society!
Go to our website
to volunteer:
www.sandimashistorical.org
Or call Volunteer
Coordinator, Kay Hoveland
at 909-592-6340
2015 was the year of the volunteers!
As the Historical Society works toward “Preserving our past for
the future” it requires many hours of time donated by volunteers. I
am proud to report that this year we were fortunate to experience
over 1800 volunteer hours and these were only the ones recorded!
Many unrecorded volunteer hours are spent in meetings, working special events, and projects done from the home, such as
writing for this newsletter. The Board of Directors is made up of
all volunteers and they do more than meet once a month. They
also volunteer to work in other areas such as the museum or gift
shop, making it available to the general public at no cost. We also
have dedicated individuals who come in regularly to work on projects during our office hours on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
As the Volunteer Coordinator, I maintain a list of individuals
who have offered their time to help, when they can, with some on
a very regular basis. From this list an email is sent out monthly
asking for volunteers in the gift shop or museum with specific
dates and times when help is needed so we can be open to the
public.
If you are interested in learning more about becoming a volunteer PLEASE contact us .
__________________________

Gifts that keep on Giving
Have you been to see us lately???
By Kay Hoveland
The Historical Society Gift Shop has a new look that keeps
changing. Following the lead of many other nonprofit gift stores,
we are accepting and selling various donations of vintage and
midcentury age. Jewelry and small items are the most popular
and easiest to display in our small quarters on the second floor of
the Walker House. We are thankful to those who have donated
treasures during the last few months to bring financial support to
the Historical Society. It is fun to have different items for sale at
very reasonable prices!
A wonderful example is our December Christmas boutique of
donated ornaments and small gifts that was a huge success with
over $500 in sales! We had over 80 visitors during the Saturday
Christmas Extravaganza.
While you are cleaning out your jewelry box or discover some
small item of age that you no longer need, think of the Historical
Society and bring it in, or call and we will be happy to pick it up.
The benefit of your donation goes toward the preservation of history for the future.
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Learn History,
Be Social,
Get Involved:
Invite Friends to Join
the Historical Society
Willa McClure: Membership Chair

There are more than 300 members in
the San Dimas Historical Society. Here
are some of the reasons why….
1. Communication: The quarterly Mud Springs Messenger
newsletter, invitations to special events like the CBS Television
City tour, a monthly article in the “San Dimas Community News”
pertaining to local history, an active web site, and engaging
posts on Facebook.
2. Activity: The citrus display and wine tasting events in February, dinner with a speaker and program about regional history
in May and November, the ice cream social in June, Western
Days in October, the Holiday Extravaganza in December, and
Walker House tours year-round.
3. Participation: Volunteers staff the office, serve as docents
and museum guides, curate displays, manage and run the gift
shop, and serve on the Board of Directors.
4. Benefits: Members receive a 10% discount at the museum
store, a 10% discount from participating merchants, and the
good feeling that comes from being an active part of the community.
5. Access to Local History: The archive provides scanned
newspapers, historic photographs of early San Dimas, books
and journals on local history, and rotating museum displays.
There is an excellent archivist who can direct students or researchers to appropriate resources at the San Dimas Historical
Society, as well as others.
6. Social: The comradery among volunteers, the elegant dinners at the San Dimas Canyon Golf Club, the one-of-a-kind
special events, and the opportunity to rub elbows with others
who care about San Dimas history all combine to make members truly feel part of the community.
Share the experience of participation in historical society
activities with your friends. Invite them to visit the Walker House
or attend an event. When they’re ready to join, have them contact the Historical Society office on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 1-4 p.m. at 909-592-1190.

2016 Up Coming Events
April - Historical Society Board of Directors elections & Board
member renewals
May - Historical Society Membership Month
May 26 - Historical Society Spring Dinner & Awards
June 5 - Historical Society 50th Anniversary celebration and
Ice Cream Social
August 6 - San Dimas 56th Birthday celebration and BBQ
October 1 & 2 - San Dimas Western Days Weekend
November (TBA) - Fall Historical Society Dinner

