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President’s Message
By Tom Davis, President ABWC
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From the Ditchbank

1819 E. Southern Ave, Suite E-10
Mesa, Arizona 85204
www.agribusinessarizona.org
(480) 558-5301

Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona

Hello members and friends. This year is moving right along with the next big event the
Agribusiness & Water Council will be involved in is the National Water Resources Association’s, “Wester Water Seminar” in Park City, Utah the first week in August. If you
have never attended one of these meetings and you’re a member of ABWC, you should
schedule to attend this as your first meeting. The weather will be much cooler and it
should be a very informative Seminar with lots to cover on Utah water issues, Colorado
River issues and other western water topics. You can visit www.nwra.org for more details. July 9th is the deadline for early registration!

I also wanted to briefly talk about our recent successful Annual Meeting & Water Conference that took place on May 18th at the Salt River Project’s PERA Club facility in
Tempe. We had a great turnout (well over 200), numerous generous sponsors, a number
of informative exhibitors and well deserving Award recipients receiving Lifetime
Achievement and Special Recognition awards. We started our meeting with a welcome
to the meeting from the new General Manager and CEO of Salt River Project, Mike
Hummel followed by Dan Keppen, Executive Director of the Family Farm Alliance,
starting off our speaker lineup on the right foot, and following our theme: “Is Agriculture
Any of Your Business,” with his remarks. Following Dan, we had a timely, informative,
three-person panel talking about food safety: Bill Fox, Seven Ag. Consulting in Yuma;
Dr. Channah Rock, Water Quality Extension Specialist & Associate Professor at UA, and
Vicki Scott, President of the Yuma Safe Produce Council. They were followed by a three
-person agribusiness/water panel enlightening us on what goes into making their agricultural products, namely chile sauce, beer and wine in Arizona: Ed Curry with Curry Seed
& Chile Company; Todd Bostock with Dos Cabezas Wineworks and Chase Saraiva with
Arizona Wilderness Brewing Company. Dr. George Frisvold, Professor and Extension
Specialist in Agriculture and Resource Economics at the UA, was our keynote speaker
and provided some very enlightening facts and figures to end the speakers on a good
note. We thank them all.
Our “Lifetime Achievement” award recipients this year were: Grant Ward, ABWC Executive Committee member and consultant for Maricopa-Stanfield Irrigation & Drainage
District; Maureen George, a long-time Attorney representing water interests in Mohave
County; Mike Bonsall and Dave Slick both with Salt River Project and a posthumous,
Lifetime Achievement award to our good friend and colleague, Jim Henness, a founding
and active member of the ABWC Executive Committee who passed away on May 10th.
His award was presented to his wife Janet and children during his memorial service in
Casa Grande on June 2nd. Our “Special Recognition” award went to the well-deserving
Executive Director of the Colorado River Energy Distributors Association (CREDA),
Leslie James.
Continued on page 7
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A Unique Collaboration of the Agribusiness & Water Council of Arizona &
ASU’s Morrison School of Agribusiness & Fulton School of Engineering

Water Management Certificate Program
With a curriculum designed and taught by distinguished practitioners of water resources and power management, the program provides a broad spectrum of training to persons who are or will be managers with
the responsibility to develop, store and deliver water and power resources to the people they serve. It is intended to prepare the next generation of leaders who require knowledge beyond just moving water from
point to point. The class presentations can be telecast which provides an opportunity for students outside the
Phoenix area to participate via live video conferencing.
Classes for the 2018/19 cohort begin September 28, 2018. They are being held at the ASU Polytechnic
Campus once a month on Friday afternoon and all day Saturday. It requires a nine month commitment.

We are now actively recruiting and accepting applications for the 2018 -19 year.
For more information contact:
Kathy Rappleye (480) 558-5301 or online at www.agribusinessarizona.org

President’s report—continued from page 1
I also want to thank our State FFA President and Vice President, Anisa Hermosillo and Angus Donaldson, for
joining us, leading us in the Pledge of Allegiance and assisting us in multiple rolls throughout the Annual meeting.
Last, I wanted to briefly mention our involvement in the well-attended, Arizona Mexico Commission Summit
in Tucson on June 14-15. Our association was well represented on both the Agribusiness & Wildlife Committee and the Environment & Water Committee. Executive Director Chris Udall, serves as a co-chair of the Agribusiness & Wildlife Committee, along with Arizona Department of Agriculture Director, Mark Killian, who
is very knowledgeable and great to work with. In recent years, we have really stepped up our game and are
working on various issues including: bringing us into the 21 st century with allowing e-signatures for livestock
movement at the border. This will allow us to avoid delays in exporting and importing and reduce stress on
livestock. We hope to have this finalized and working well before the next meeting this fall. We are also working to ensure produce imports and exports are inspected quickly at the border to protect the quality of the produce, such as grapes, citrus, etc. We are anxious to see the construction of cold facilities at the border that will
protect produce during inspection and transporting. We also look forward to working closely with Russ Jones
in Yuma on other important border related issues that he presented to us at the last meeting; more to follow.
We have great colleagues to work with in Sonora and we value our relationship with them in addressing issues
of mutual benefit to our states. We are also well represented on the Environment and Water Committee. One
of our own Executive Committee members, Dave Roberts, with Salt River Project, is serving as a co-chair of
this committee, along with Arizona Department of Water Resources Director, Tom Buschatzke. Both are
working closely on water related matters that benefit both Arizona and Sonora, Mexico. We appreciate their
leadership!
Stay cool and look for our next newsletter in September; we’ll hopefully be able to inform you of additional
upcoming events, including elections and what to possibly expect in the next state legislative session.

Celebrating 40 Years!

Save the Date!

1978—2018

For the 27th Annual H2Open
Golf Tournament
October 26, 2018
At Francisco Grande Golf Resort
in Casa Grande, AZ
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Dr. Brian T. Wahlin, VP West Consultants

Executive Director’s Report

Brian T. Wahlin, Ph.D., P.E., D.WRE, is a Vice President with WEST Consultants and manages WEST’s Tempe, Arizona office. Dr. Wahlin has 25
years of experience in hydraulic engineering and water resources. During this
time, he has analyzed the impacts of flowing water on bridges, dams, levees,
and irrigation canals. He has a unique blend of research experience and practical experience. For the first half of his career, Dr. Wahlin conducted agricultural research and hydraulic laboratory studies at the U.S. Water Conservation
Laboratory, which is part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture/Agricultural
Research Service. For the second half of his career, Dr. Wahlin has gained
practical engineering experience while working at WEST, focusing on hydraulics, hydrology, sediment transport, and other phases of water resources. Dr.
Wahlin has numerous publications and awards. He serves as program manager of a number of work orders under on-call contracts to the Flood Control
District of Maricopa County, the Cochise County Department of Public
Works, and the New Mexico Interstate Stream Commission.

Greetings members and colleagues. I hope you’re doing well and finding a little time to fit in some vacation this summer
and checking something off your bucket list, if you have a bucket list.

Throughout his career, Dr. Wahlin has led unique and challenging engineering
and educational projects. One such project was developing a training tool for canal operators, which links an
unsteady HEC-RAS model of the canal with the SCADA system. The resulting virtual learning tool allows
new operators to learn to manage canal operations in the same way a flight simulator is used for training pilots. After applying the system to one of the largest canal operations in the country, Dr. Wahlin was not only
able to simultaneously greatly improve the speed and success rate of new operator skills acquisition, but also
improve the overall learning experience.

In 2017 Brian Wahlin was elected to serve a three-year term as Vice President of the International Committee
of Irrigation and Drainage (ICID). Dr. Wahlin is currently serving as the President of the U.S. Committee of
Irrigation and Drainage (USCID). The President of the USCID acts as the U.S. member of the ICID, which
made him eligible for the Vice President position. He is the first Vice President from the United States in almost 20 years!
The ICID has the lofty goal of promoting sustainable agriculture water management to achieve a water secure
world free of poverty and hunger through sustainable rural development. The ICID works with national and
local governments to help implement best practices in irrigation management. Check out their “Vision 2030”
report at www.icid.org.
The USCID is working toward a similar goal as the ICID. Under Dr. Whalin's leadership the USCID is applying new technologies to irrigation management in an implementable and hands-on style. Brian brings his engineering acumen to focus the USCID efforts on real world applications. He has a bachelor’s degree in Mechanical Engineering and a Masters and Doctorate degree in Civil engineering, all from ASU.
Recently Dr. Wahlin attended the “Water for Food” Forum in Washington D.C. held by the World Bank as a
representative of the ICID. The forum was an effort to improve irrigated agriculture in Africa. With 30 different countries in attendance, topics included: energy, pumping, micro-financing, supply chain and of course,
drought. The real challenge was to find the right mixture of policy, education and financing.

Since the first quarter newsletter report, the legislature adjourned after 116 days in session with a lot more money dedicated to teacher pay raises and surprisingly, no water legislation. State Representative Rusty Bowers and Senator Gail
Griffin’s water meetings on the road continue with recent meetings taking place in Kingman, Camp Verde and Buckeye. I
appreciate their efforts to learn more about water issues and concerns across the state. Our members are actively involved
in the process. We’ll see what it leads to in the next legislative session.
Coming up on Thursday, June 28th will be a joint (Az. Department of Water Resources and Central Arizona Project meeting) Colorado River Drought Contingency Plan (DCP) meeting to discuss the risks to Arizona’s Colorado River supply.
U. S. Bureau of Reclamation Commissioner, Brenda Burman will keynote this meeting that will take place from 1-4pm at
the Arizona Historical Society Museum at the Arizona Heritage Center at Papago Park, 1300 N. College Ave. in Tempe.
It will also be livestreamed; you can visit AZWater.gov or CentralArizonaProject.com for details. The discussion of DCP
and the statewide water meetings are the current water priorities which will inevitably lead to future agreements and legislation. Stay tuned.
As you’re aware, it’s election year. Your mail box, phone, front door and television are inundated with campaign ads and
requests for campaign donations. It’s what we have to endure this time of year in a free country! Candidates have hit the
trail campaigning; some candidates did not make the ballot due to lack of legitimate signatures or other reason. It will be
interesting to see who the local, state and federal elections winners will be when the August primary and general elections
are complete. We are working at educating candidates at various levels on the importance of water and agribusiness. I
know I’ve written a number of checks to candidates I believe will be good for our membership and for the state as a
whole.
Last, I wanted to mention a few informative meetings that took place recently. In Washington, D.C., in April, I was invited to participate in a small group meeting with U.S. Trade Representative, Ambassador Robert Lighthizer. It was a nice
opportunity to tell the Ambassador about our organization and our desire to see a new and improved NAFTA and not doing away with it. NAFTA has been good for Arizona agriculture so we’re optimistic that a modernized deal will be
reached in good faith over the summer and fall. I was also able to participate in a recent meeting with USDA, Under Secretary Bill Northey (former Secretary of Agriculture in Iowa) and the directors of Farm Service Agency, Risk Management Agency and the Natural Resource Conservation Service. A number of other trade association representatives were
present and we discussed important issues ranging from Mexican wolf problems, concerns and desired amendments
sought in the current Farm Bill related to conservation title support and forest and watershed health. I did provide the Under Secretary a copy of our desired water related amendments to the Farm Bill and a copy of the “leave behind” that we
gave to members of our Congressional delegation in April.
Regarding the Farm Bill, it was a squeaker but the House of Representatives did pass the Farm Bill, H.R. 2 on Thursday
afternoon, June 21st. It’s not perfect and is far from what the Senate has been working on so we’ll see what the Senate
supports and what comes through the conferencing process. We’re working closely with the National Water Resources
Association and the Family Farm Alliance to get the best Farm Bill possible for our Arizona interests.
For members of the Executive Committee, our June meeting was canceled; we have our traditional “no meeting” in July
and our next official meeting will be in Pinetop and Hon-Dah on August 19-20; the dinner is Thursday evening and meeting on Friday. Please plan to attend because there will be a lot to discuss.
On a final note, I wanted to mention the loss of one of our own, founding and active members of ABWC, Jim Henness.
He passed away on May 10th and will be missed. He was a strong voice for irrigated agriculture and was a true advocate,
defending our mission and purpose as an organization. We’re grateful for the time we had to learn from and associate
with him. I would also like to mention that a number of our members have lost loved ones recently. Our thoughts and
prayers are with them and their families at this time of loss.
Thank you everyone for your membership and association.
Chris Udall
Executive Director
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“Is Agriculture Any of Your Business?” 2018 ABWC Annual Meeting & Water Conference

Are You Skimmer Savvy?
The Weights and Measures Services Division (WMSD), one of eight divisions housed within the Arizona Department of Agriculture (AZDA), routinely inspects gas stations to verify that meters are calibrated correctly and consumers are getting what they pay for. As part of these inspections, they also look for credit card skimming devices, commonly referred to as “skimmers.” Skimmers are installed inside the dispensers by criminals to steal user
credit and debit card information. Generally, these devices are installed out of view from consumers within the
internal wiring and record the user’s credit and debit card information when the card is swiped in the card reader. The criminals then either retrieve the skimming device, or the data from a Bluetooth-enabled device, to make
fake cards for fraudulent purchases. In some cases, the criminals may withdraw cash directly from a person’s
bank account if they have obtained the debit card and pin numbers.

The Pledge—Anisa Hermosilo,
President, AZ State FFA

Dan Keppen—Executive Director,
Family Farm Alliance

Tom Davis—President ABWC

Mike Hummel—CEO & General Manager, SRP

“This Food is for You” Panel—Bill Fox,
Dr. Channah Rock, Vicki Scott

In December 2015, the agency noticed a significant increase in the number of these illegal devices. To combat the
crime, the agency works with gas station retailers, service technicians, financial institutions, and consumers. As
such, the agency has developed the following tips to protect yourself when getting gas:
1. Inspect the fuel dispenser to make sure the dispenser cabinet is closed and has not been tampered with (if there
is damaged equipment, do not use);
2. Wiggle the credit card reader slot (if loose, do not use);
3. Ask site employees about security measures they implement to protect your card information;
4. Do not use a debit card. If you must use a debit card, run as credit (so you do not enter your PIN). Credit cards
have better fraud protection, the money is not deducted immediately from an account;
5. Make fuel purchases inside or pay cash;
6. Use dispensers in well-lit areas and closer to the front of the store (dimly lit out of view dispensers are more
likely targets);
7. Frequently monitor your credit card and bank statements.
Customers who suspect their credit card number has been compromised should report it immediately to local law
enforcement and their credit card company. For more information on skimmers, visit the agency website at
https://agriculture.az.gov/weights-measures/fueling/credit-card-skimmers or contact dwm@azda.gov.
(Michelle Wilson, Associate Director, AZ Dept. of Agriculture, Weights & Measures Services Division)

ABWC Executive Committee
“This Drink is for You” Panel—Chase
Saraiva, Todd Bostock, Ed Curry

In Memory of Jim Henness
Dr. George Frisvold—U.A. Professor & Extension Specialist in Ag & Resource Economics

1936 - 2018

Graduating class of the 2017-2018
Water Management Certificate Program
Thank you to our Sponsors!
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