In a different time or place, 


I would consider our text today covered.  

Not because it is not important, 


but because we spent 9 weeks covering it two years ago SLIDE


when we did the two studies on loneliness 



and a parallel sermon series.  

We started the series 


with this text from Genesis 2, 

acknowledging that as Genesis spent the first chapter acknowledging all that was good


 and what was very good,

this line in chapter 2, 


verse 18 SLIDE


is the first time something is not good.  


A human being by themselves is not good.  



Do you hear that Alaska?  



A man by himself is not a good thing!

Now, I am aware of the mystique of the old trapper, SLIDE

I have read and watched the “Call of the Wild,” 


John Krakauer's Alaska book, 



“Into the Wild,” 




and other books that celebrate the rugged mountain man.  

I am aware of John Donne's 16th century poem, SLIDE

“No Man is an Island,” 



where he explores the connectiveness of us all.  


How each one of us matters to the other, 



even if we sit at home most of the time watching television.  


The loss of a single one of us 



 drastically change the dynamics of this body.  SLIDE
I also read “Walden” in high school 


as Henry David Thoreau explored simple living 


and isolation for 2 years, 2 months, and 2 days.  

While it had much to teach about the value of individualism, 


in the end, 



Thoreau did not remain in isolation, 



but returned to community for what it had to offer.  

He eventually wrote, 


“We belong to the community. 



It is not the tailor alone who is the ninth part of a man; 



it is as much the preacher, 



and the merchant, 



and the farmer. 


Where is this division of labor to end? 



and what object does it finally serve? 

No doubt another may also think for me; 


but it is not therefore desirable that he should do so 


to the exclusion of my thinking for myself.” 

All of these sources would quickly rebut our isolationist tendencies.  


Those that think that if I have a good dog and God, 



I am good.  SLIDE
Genesis itself shows the man having a close relationship with God 


and a deep connection with all the animals in creation is still lacking.  

In naming the animals, 


they came into existence in the man's world and had a purpose.  

But their purpose, 


even with a relationship with God 



was not enough for it to be good, 



to create shalom.  

So as we read, 


another being was created, 


because to be alone was not good.  

Next week, we will look closer at the relationship between men and women, 


but this week, 


we will stick with the reality that being alone isn't just hard for reproduction.  



It is also hard for living.  

The reason it is hard for living is, 


we were created in the image of a God who did not dwell alone, SLIDE


but existed within 3 persons as one.  

If the God exists in community, 


then the creature made in God's image 


and reflecting the characteristics of the God as his image bearer, 



would also exist in community.  

But this first human creature was not 


and quickly discovered that was not good.  

When we looked at this text a few years ago, SLIDE

part of the reason identified for it not being good 



is that there was too much to do.  

If one was to be fruitful, 


fill and subdue,


 and rule over the creatures, 



he can not do that alone.  
A community is needed.  


Just as Thoreau also discovered with the need for a tailor 



to add his skills to the preacher, merchant, and farmer, 


so that all could thrive.

Genesis 2 gives us the reality that we need each other, 


but it doesn't give us clear expectations 



of how far we are to live in community together.  

At least not until Genesis 4, SLIDE

when Cain asks God, 



“Am I my brother's keeper?”  

While that question is left without a verbal answer from God, 


the text answers the question for Cain.  SLIDE
The term keeper is “Samar” in Hebrew.  


Samar means to, 



“to keep, have charge of, 



 guard, keep watch and ward, 



protect, save life.”  

It would be a fair question 


if back in Genesis 2:15, SLIDE


Adam had not been told that he was placed in the Garden 


“to work it 


and take care of it.” 



Or to “abad and Samar” it, 


work it and keep it.  

Cain in his sinful rebellion against God, 


was not keeping it, 


samaring it, 



but he should have been.

As time progresses, 


God makes it clear that we are to care for one another, 


be involved in community more than we tend to.  

We know that Jesus pushed back at the scribe who asked, SLIDE

“Who is my neighbor?” 



and told the story of the Good Samaritan.  

We love this story 


and often use it to proclaim how counter culture Jesus was and is.  

If we were to look closely at the Old Testament however, 


we would see Jesus is offering us what his Father has already offered us.  
When the word neighbor is used in the Old Testament, SLIDE

all 188 times, 

we tend to hear it as the scribe heard it.  


Just those who were in our proximity, 



preferably who we like.  

But even in the Old Testament, 


when the term neighbor is used, 



it also meant to care 



or keep our enemies as well.  

Proverbs 25:21 makes that clear when it says, 


“If your enemy is hungry, 



give him food to eat; 


if he is thirsty, 



give him water to drink. 


In doing this, 



you will heap burning coals on his head, 




and the Lord will reward you.”  

We tend to hear this as a retaliation, 


but the Lord doesn't reward us when we retaliate against his image bearers.  


He rewards us for kindness, 



and serving our enemy brings them to repentance 



and helps them see us as fellow image bearers.  SLIDE
Paul reads Proverbs this way at the end of Romans 


as overcoming evil with good.  

With the expectation that such acts will lead to repentance 


and room for the Holy Spirit to work.

While my unrepentant nature desires nothing more 


than to bring vengeance upon my neighbor who wronged me, 



scripture is also very clear that is not our role.  SLIDE
Vengeance “belongs to the Lord” as Jeremiah 46:10 proclaims.  

We also see it with Cain's story 


as Cain is protected by God, 


because it was God who had the right to bring justice for Cain's murder of Abel, 



not other men.  

We are to not forget one of our unique calls as God's creation.  


That of an image bearer.  

When we start to realize that each one of us is that, 


we start to treat each other differently.  SLIDE
When we have received a check in the mail with more than 3 or 4 digits on it, 


I will admit that I treat it differently.  


It is a check that I can not easily replace



 and take extra measures to make sure it is deposited as soon as possible.  

I should do the same for a $5 check as well.  


But imagine if we saw each person walking around as a 6,7, or 8 digit check.  



We would treat each other much differently.  

Which is kind of sad, 


because we are worth so much more than that.  

We can point out all of the flaws that devalue a person.  


They are balding, 


they can't do what they used to, 


they only possess this many things, 


they talk funny, 



and on our list goes.

No matter how long the list, 


one fact will always remain true of the person, 



they bear the image of the Almighty God.  



They were uniquely made 




and at this point, SLIDE


reflect God's glory in a way no one else can or ever will.  

Every person on this planet matters.  


They have a worth more than any person 


or government has ever possessed.  

The sad reality is, 


we often treat each other as mere pennies, 


sometimes pocket lint to just be thrown away.  

We have hundreds of terms 


that try to diminish the value of these God image bearers.  

Some of our favorite ones lately are SLIDE

“criminal, illegal, immigrant, 


fascist, terrorist, anti-semitic, woke, or gang-member.”  

We use these terms and hundreds like them 



to treat each other as less than what we are.  

If we are not really worth a trillion dollars, 


then we don't have to treat you like you are worth that much.

God's word does not allow us to do this if we take it seriously.  SLIDE

6/10 commandments tell us the baseline for treating each other well.  



How to avoid neighbor destroying and promote neighbor keeping.  


But this is just the baseline. 

As we dive deeper into God's word, 


we keep seeing this word love occur.  SLIDE
To love our neighbor as ourself.  


To put our desires on equal footing with other's desires. 



This appears in Leviticus 19:18 for the first time.

We need this love to happen, 


because that is what community is for.  

We can not love in isolation, 


because what is there to love?  

As Jesus points out, SLIDE

if love is not challenging but easy, 



what are we doing that is different from the pagan 



or the one who does not know God?  

If man were to remain alone, 


there would be nothing for him to love.  

But with the creation of another who unlike God, SLIDE

is equal to him, 


has the same worth as him, 


pure love is possible.  

With animals, 


the love is mixed with compassion 


or from a higher angle.  

With God, 


the love is from below 


and with awe.  

But when we are loving one another in community, 


it is the purist love, 



because we are valuing the other person 




who is on the same level as us.  


They are made in God's image.  

When we try to lower their value 

or raise ours, 


that is not love.  
Let us hear the great commandment of Jesus SLIDE

to not only love God who is so much greater than us.  


But to also love our fellow man 



who is created in this great God's image, 



just as we are.  

If we are not doing this, 


we are really not being human, 


because that is part of who we were called to be.  

God's greatest act of love, 


was dying as a human for us.  

Let us reflect his image 


and lay down our life for our neighbor, 


even for our enemies.  

We do this, 


because our enemies are made in God's image as well.  

Let us look at our lives 


and see where we are making people less than they are, 


including ourselves, 

and see them as God sees them instead.  


An image bearer of who God is, 


a God who is always in community.
