Sometimes at the start of a sermon, 


a preacher has to spend a significant amount of time 



trying to get the congregation to understand



 and dive into the text.  


Asking them to imagine all kinds of situations 



that they don't find themselves in normally. 

 I don't have to do that this week.  


I don't have to ask you to imagine 



that you can't go out in public without possibly threatening your well being.  


I don't have to ask you to think of what it would be like 



holed up behind locked doors for days on end.  

I do have to point out that there are a few differences between our current experience 


and the disciples.  



They did not have cell phones 




or the internet to keep them entertained and connected. 



 It was not a virus threatening them, 




but rulers who desired to hold onto power so much, 





that they had the leader of the disciples killed, 




despite doing nothing wrong or illegal.  

For them to imagine that they were next 


was not a stretch of the imagination.

But I do want us draw the parallels 


between Jesus' disciples situation 


and our situation, 

because that is where our hope lies this day.  

That just because behind locked doors is where they started out, 


does not mean that is where the story ends.  

And in reality, 


you can take a little peace in the fact 



that they still had not moved out by the next week.  


In verse 26, 



we hear that 8 days later, 




the doors were still locked 




and Jesus appears to them again, 





this time with Thomas.  


As we will hear as we move deeper in, 



when the Spirit leads,




 that is when we are to go out.

This moment in time illustrates the world flipping thing 


that happened on Easter morning.  

Because the disciples who were alive, 


were locked away in a room together.  

Jesus, 


who was supposed to be dead 


and sealed inside a tomb 



with guards,



and a two ton stone rolled in front of it, 


is out strolling in the garden.  

John has the Genesis 1 allusions lining this story in every step.  


The first day of the week, 


in the garden, 


the spirit hovering, 


bringing new life.  

We are to hear that new life has started.  

What was supposed to happen 


did not happen.  

Once Jesus was crucified 


he was never heard from again.  

Instead,


 the tomb is empty, 


the grave clothes are still there, 



but Jesus' body is not.  

This situation leads Mary to naturally institute 


what Jesus will actually commission everyone to do 



in the room later that evening. 




  To go and share the good news of what God is doing 





as best as they understand it.  


Mary Magdalene is the first apostle, 


first messenger of this news, 



when she goes and tells Peter and John to come and look at the tomb.  


Then after interacting with the Lord, 



she finds all the disciples and tells them, 




“I have seen the Lord!” 




and shared his message.

Because of Easter, 

because of Jesus' resurrection from the dead, 


everything is different.  



The rules for life have changed.  



The purpose of life has changed.  

When Jesus appears before the disciples gathered behind locked doors, 


he stands in the mesos of them, 


amidst them.  

Mesos is more specific than among them.  


It carries the connotation of “in the middl”e of them.  



Which makes a huge difference.  

It is like saying 


I was among those who watched the SuperBowl 


and I was the starting quarterback in the SuperBowl.  

Every time we hear that Jesus is among 


or amidst the people, 

he is at the center of what is happening.  


And what is happening is 



that Jesus is sending the people out to the world.  




“As the Father sent me, 




so I send you.”

This calling, 


this change in our role 


changes our whole lives.  

We know that all to well from this different way of life as well.  


Those who have gone from parent 



to parent and teacher 




know this changed role 




changes the way life works.  


Those who have gone from employed to furloughed, 



laid off, 



or working from home 




know this new role difference as well.  

Jesus is calling his disciples to go 


and do what he did for the Father.  

The Father sent him, 


now Jesus is sending us.

There is a distinction that is important to hold in mind 


as we hear this calling though.  

We don't have to do what Jesus did, 


we have to be what Jesus created.  

N.T. Wright cites this as the difference between 


something being achieved 


and something being implemented.  

We don't have to offer a sacrifice for the forgiveness of sins, 

we don't have to find a way to bring the Holy Spirit upon people, 

we don't have to restore the relationship between God and man.  


Jesus has already achieved that 



as the tomb was empty on this new first day of creation.  

What our responsibility amounts to,


 is implementing this new creation.  

Just as in the beginning, 


God created everything 


and then called us to be stewards and regents of his creation.  

So God keeps the same thread going with his new creation.  


God calls us to implement the realities of this new creation.  

Not many of us studied in school to be a epidemeolgist 


or a medical doctor.  

But we have been doing our part to implement what is known 


and being discovered by those who are to keep everyone healthy.  



We have been staying in place, 



keeping social distance, 



and now wearing masks.  


We are implementing what is needed to keep this virus at bay.  

As Jesus' disciples, 


Jesus is standing in our midst saying, 



“I have conquered the grave, 



I hold the keys to death and hades, 




so here is the new plan for creation that I want you to implement.  First, 


Peace be with you!  



Have joy because things have changed.  

Second, 


I am sending you 



as the Father sent me.  


He sent me to initiate the plan,



 I send you to carry out the plan.  

Three, 


I know that you can not carry out the plan on your own.  



That is okay.  


I have addressed that 



as I created and initiated the plan.  


Here is the Holy Spirit.  

So fourth, 


go and forgive people's sins.  



Help them to know that they are forgiven.  




Not because of what you or they have done, 




but because of what I have done.  



If you don't carry this out, 




they will not know about the new order of things.  

That was, 

is, 

and will be Jesus' plan 


for fully bringing about his Kingdom.  



To change the way the world works.  



To forgive people's sins 




and to let them know they are forgiven.  

Seems a little simple?  


But let's apply it to our current situation.  

If we take away the thing that is causing pain and death, 


what is going to happen?  



The need to live isolated 




and distanced lives disappears.  



As soon as a cure is developed 



or a vaccine created, 




the way of life we are currently living 





no longer needs to exist.  



We can live free, 



give hugs, 



let our children play with each other, 




and continue to wash hands frequently.  



We can gather in large numbers 




and encourage each other in our daily lives face to face.

Great! 

Now it is a waiting game for the cure or vaccine.  

But prior to the virus, 


there were already lives that were distanced and isolated.  



People not living free, 



giving hugs, 



or letting their children play with certain other children.  

What was the plague causing this pandemic?  

This disease spread across the world 


causing nation to be against nation 


and families against families, 


sometimes spouses being distant from spouses?  

Sin.  

And the even deeper problem 


of not forgiving each other of that sin.

As we move deeper and deeper into implementing the forgiveness of those sins, 


the more we will see happening,



what we are imagining for the days 




when the shelter in place protocol is lifted will appear.  



Countries,



 communities, 



families, 



and people that have been distant 



will be reunited.  

I know I let other's sins against me 

and mine against them 


control my actions too much.  

I have also experienced restoration in places 


and healed relationships 



and it is wonderful.  

I have given 

and received forgiveness


 that caused me to break down in tears of joy.  

And yet, 


I still find myself scrambling to find reasons



 to not forgive some people.  



To with hold that part of the Kingdom from others.  



To refuse to implement 




what Jesus has initiated.  


Doing so to my own and others peril.  



Just as ignoring the protocol would for the virus.

So as you spend this Easter 


in a bit more isolation 



than hopefully you normally experience, 


know that does not have to remain.  

Take some time 


to think through who needs your forgiveness 


and who you need ask forgiveness from.  

Take the necessary steps 


to implement what Jesus initiated 



by coming to live among us as a man, 




who is fully God.  



Who was betrayed by his friends, 



crucified by the ones he came to save, 


and because of his servant act, 



death was not able to hold him, 


but on this day, 



he rose from the grave 


and dwelt among us once again 



giving us peace, 



a commission, 



and the Holy Spirit to have the power to carry it out, 




so that we could forgive people's sins 




so that they would be forgiven.  

In doing so, 


we will see the Kingdom breaking into our world more and more, 



until the day Jesus returns 



and finishes what he initiated on that first day of the week.

He is risen, 

he is risen indeed.  
I would like to add a second verse to that.  


You are forgiven! 

To which you would reply,  


“I am forgiven indeed.”  

Let's try that all together.  


He is risen, 



he is risen indeed!  


You are forgiven, 



I am forgiven indeed!
