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Dear ones,
We started Lent this year with yet one more school shooting. One of the
images seared on my brain is of two mothers holding each other outside
the school, weeping and afraid...one of them with the cross of ashes
clear on her forehead. While there is no easy fix for all that goes into the
violence with which we currently live, I am encouraged by the youth who
are leading the way to call for change. Our own congregation has
formed an “Enough is Enough” group and many are making plans to
attend the March for Our Lives in Washington, DC on March 24th. This
Sunday, March 11th, Bill Ziegler will be leading a conversation following
each service on where we go from here.
But back to that image.... It has haunted me and I know the press have also referred to it with
frequency, but as we wind through this season of Lent and end our month of March with Holy
Week, that image has come to represent the women (and men) who stood at the cross. Who
watched their hope carry his cross to his death. Who rejoiced at his triumphal entry into Jerusalem. As we gather as Christians to retell the most important story of our lives, that image reminds me that we cannot get to Easter without the pain and anguish of the cross! I invite you to
come to services during our Holy Week.... Palm & Passion Sunday, Maundy Thursday & Good
Friday... to prepare our hearts and souls for the joy of Resurrection on Easter Day.
Blessings,
Rev. Mary Louise+
P.S. Don’t forget to Spring Forward this weekend!!
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St. Martha’s Episcopal Church
Love God; Love your neighbor; Change the world
PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 19930
(302) 539-7444
Vestry Minutes
Date: January 22, 2018
Attendees: Mary Louise Allen (Rector), Beth Maurer (Senior Warden, 2018), Lanny Moore (Junior
Warden, 2018), Bill Freund (Secretary, 2019), Tina Edgar (2020), Jim Reichert (2020), Nancy Rojewski (2019 by teleconference, Tempe Steen (2019), Al Thomas (2018), and Todd Stevenson
(Treasurer). Absent: Donna Kent (2020)
The meeting was called to order by the Rector at 7:05 PM.
The opening prayer was read by the Rector.
Minutes:
The minutes from the December 18, 2017 Vestry meeting were electronically distributed via email on
January 1, 2018. There was an error that has since been corrected. Specifically, it was Tina Edgar
who was appointed to the Endowment Committee, not Clem Edgar. Bill Freund moved, and Tempe
Steen seconded, that the December Vestry minutes as amended be approved. The motion carried 8
– 0.
On January 15, 2018, via email, Beth Maurer moved, and Lanny Moore and Bill Freund seconded, to
authorize the Treasurer to pay $637.45 to O.C. Florists. The motion passed 8-0.
Finance:
Todd Stevenson reported that the parish’s finances are in good shape heading into 2018. Todd then
asked the Vestry to approve the idea that recurring invoices be reimbursed via Electronic Fund
Transfers (EFT). Jim Reichert moved that vendors listed in the table titled “Regularly Recurring Expenses” approved by the Vestry on 1/18/2018 be eligible for EFT payments. Tempe Steen seconded
the motion and it passed 8-0.

Committee Reports
Hospitality:
Jim Reichert, the new Vestry Liaison, spoke about the lack of volunteers to set up coffee hours, especially at the 10AM service. He will be looking for volunteers to sign up and suggested that coffee
hour will be cancelled on unassigned dates.
Stewardship:
Bill Freund reported that the committee (yet to be formed) will add “time and talent” to the normal focus on “treasure.”
Community events – Adult Education:
The Rector reminded the Vestry that the movie titled “All Saints” will be shown on Thursday evening,
the 25th, at 7PM. Plans are underway for a February event.
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Committee list:

For planning purposes, Tempe Steen, at the request of the Vestry, has documented the structure of
existing parish committees and chairpersons. There are eight major committee groupings as
shown below.
Major Committee Groupings
Buildings and Grounds
Christian Education/Formation
Communications
Finance
Fellowship and Hospitality
Outreach

2018 Vestry liaisons
Tina Edgar
Lanny Moore
Al Thomas
Bill Freund
Jim Reichert
Donna Kent

Pastoral Care
Worship
Personnel/Administration

Nancy Rojewski
Beth Maurer and Nancy Rojewski
Tempe Steen

Each major grouping has one or more sub-groups (about 40 altogether) that focus on specific areas
within the parish mission of “Love God; Love Your Neighbor; Change the World.” In addition, the
Vestry and Rector have additional responsibilities related to parish administration.
Long range Planning – Capital Improvement plan: Bill Freund said that a draft report has been
submitted by the contractor, George, Miles & Buhr, LLC. The draft report lists specific building
components, their estimated current replacement costs, useful life, remaining useful life, and future
replacement costs going out 25 years. The committee (Bill Freund, Don Boebel, Diane Burlew,
Lanny Moore and Ron Kerchner) will meet in late January to review it and he final report will be
used as a planning guide for funding future capital improvements.
Lighthipe: Tempe Steen has sent a letter to Lighthipe LLC (the buyer) regarding settlement.
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New business
Prayer Circle:

It was brought to the full Vestry’s attention that the email list for the prayer circle participants has not
be functioning for a number of months. Other email groups were also non-functioning. Apparently,
none of these lists survived the switch to a new internet service provider and work is starting on rebuilding the lists.

Spring Parish Meeting:

The parish spring meeting date has not been set. It was noted by Vestry members that the agenda
and various materials should be disseminated in advance of the meeting.

Old business
Defibrillator: Plans are underway to obtain training if we purchase a defibrillator.
Website: The Vestry is preparing to obtain additional technical support to update and maintain the
website. The Rector is taking the lead on this.
Chairs with arms: A few chairs with arms (number yet to be finalized) will be purchased for the
nave and parish hall for parishioners who need support in getting out of chairs.
Mailbox: Tabled.

Jr. Warden’s report: Discussed in other sections of the minutes.
Sr. Warden’s report: Episcopal Church foundation (ECF) documents on structuring an endowment
will be disseminated to the Endowment Committee.
Rector’s report: The next Vestry meeting will be held February 26th at 7PM.
The meeting adjourned at 8:30PM.
Respectfully submitted,

William H. Freund
Secretary to the Vestry
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Birthdays
Bruce Young (1)

MARCH

George Watson (1)
Jane Battles (2)
Bud Palmer (3)
Judy Carlgren (3)
Sandy Roberts (6)
Liz Reichert (7)
Mary Thompson (10)
Richard Jesneck (10)
Diann Nazarian (11)
Gregory Pfister (12)
Allen Spicer (14)
Bill Gay (14)
Elizabeth Michaels Willett (15)

Anniversaries

Hoyt Kapp (15)
John Robbert (16)
Pam Wenninger (16)
Dick Sprague (17)

Ken and Fran Marta (1)
David and Genny Hines (5)
June and Tom Thompson (6)

Rebecca Brewster Pfister (17)

Ellen and John Ash (25)

Cindy Richards (18)

Al and Patty Yergey (30)

Bob Bauer (20)
Diane Gay (21)
Jeannie Brown (21)
Richard Katanick (21)
Jim Moore (22)
Bruce Richards (25)
Holly McCulloh (25)
Ken Hooker (27)
Nancy Gallons (28)
Don Boebel (29)
Richard Hay (29)
Grace Brown (30)
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Our annual diaper drive will kick off March 1st. Diapers are
always a much needed item at the Indian River Food Pantry.
This year there is a dire need for sizes 2, 5 and 6. Diapers can
be dropped off in the box in the lobby near the office. Don’t
like to shop or have no time to shop?
Money donations can be put in the box
on the ledge in the lobby. Outreach
Committee will purchase and deliver
the diapers. Any donations put in the
collection basket should be designated
for the diapers. Thank you, in advance,
for your generosity.

We recently received a thank
you note from United Thank
Offering. They were most appreciative for the donations they
have received from St. Martha’s.
Here are the most recent
amounts: $630.58 given

12/6/16, $362.00 given
6/16/17 and $539.00 given
11/30/17.
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EASTER FLOWERS
If you would like to contribute to the flower fund for Easter flowers to be placed
in the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, complete the form in
the folder.
All completed forms should be deposited in the basket
outside the office, along with your gift.

Please make checks payable to:
St. Martha’s Episcopal Church
and put Easter Flower Fund on the memo line.
The cut-off date is March 25th.

We are looking for people to serve as ushers and greeters
at both the 8:00am and 10:00am services. If you might
be interested, contact me at deadgoose@comcast.net. I
can send you materials outlining your duties. Thanks!
Paul W. Ross
Also needed, is someone to be in charge of the 8:00am
coffee hour. If you can lend a hand please speak with
Rev. Mary Allen.
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Love God. Love Your Neighbor.
Change the World.
St. Martha’s Church
www.stmarthasbethany.com
Located at Pennsylvania Ave. &
Maplewood St. in Bethany
Beach
Phone: 302-539-7444
Mailing address:
PO Box 1478
Bethany Beach, DE 19930-1478
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