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VOLUME 2020
WE HAVE A REQUEST TO ALL WHO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER.
PLEASE LOG INTO THE AFCC WEBSITE TO ENSURE THAT YOUR PROFILE IS UP TO
DATE
WE HEARD FROM SEVERAL MEMBERS THAT THEY DID NOT DIRECTLY RECEIVE
PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF THIS NEWSLETTER FROM OUR CHAPTER. INSTEAD THEY
SAW A LINK TO IT ON EITHER THE MA AFCC OR MAGAL LIST SERVE!
OTHERS HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY’VE NOT RECEIVED RENEWAL NOTICES FROM
NATIONAL.
WE WANT TO ENSURE THAT WE HAVE UP TO DATE CONTACT INFORMATION FOR
EACH MEMBER.
AND, WHILE YOU’RE AT IT, YOU MAY ALSO WANT TO ADD YOUR NAME TO THE
MEMBER DIRECTORY – THIS IS A MA CHAPTER WEBSITE WHERE MEMBERS OF THE
PUBLIC AND POTENTIAL CLIENTS CAN LOOK TO FIND PROFESSIONALS

THANK YOU!
The Board
President’s Message
Greetings to All,
I hope you enjoyed a festive holiday season with friends and family, and, like
me, you are feeling energized and excited about the opportunities 2020 will
bring.
In 2020, creating opportunities for our members to learn and socialize
continues to be a focus for the Board. This spring has much to offer!
(1) Join us to watch and discuss “A Marriage Story” on January 16, 2020. The
conversation will be moderated by Vicki Shemin, J.D., LICSW, ACSW and
panelists include the Honorable Thomas J. Barbar, Betsy Ross, LICSW, CGP,
and Jonathan Fields, Esq.
(2) Our Annual Conference will be held on March 27, 2020 at Regis College;
join us as Mindy Mitnick, EdM, MA brings us insight into the world of eliciting,
evaluating, and integrating the voice of the child into our work.
(3) In the spring there will be two free Roundtables: (Details about the dates
and locations will be posted on the website as soon as available.)
(4) Also, in the spring, Attorneys Richard Novitch, James Richards, and Joanne
Romanow will host a couple of Brownbag discussions on Cross Examining
Guardian ad Litems in. (Details about the dates and locations will be posted on
the website as soon as available.)
(5) Dr. Stephanie Tabashneck has spearheaded the editing of the AFCC
Substance Use Disorder Best Practices Guide, which will be a resource for the
courts and practitioners. The Board anticipates that the Guide will be

published in Fall 2020 and will be available electronically to chapter members
on the website.
(6) And we are planning a Roundtable on the topic of children who resist
contact with a parent in the Hampden County in the jury pool room on April 7,
2020. We have several attorneys that are local who have committed to
presenting. The time will be 3:30pm to 5:00pm.
I encourage you to join board members Patricia Brady (Past President), Tony
Pelusi, Joanne Romanow, Stephanie Tabashneck, Mary Ferriter, Jen Durand,
Alex Jones, Robin Deutsch and may others at the 57th Annual National AFCC
Conference in New Orleans. The topic of the national conference is “When a
Child Rejects a Parent: Are We Part of the Problem or the Solution?” - a
question that resonates throughout the work of every family law practitioner.
This conference, like all others will be designed to provoke thought and
conversation.
Our board meetings are open to the membership and are held monthly at
5:30pm at the law firm of Gibbs & Heinle. The remaining meetings in this year
are on: February 4, 2020, March 3, 2020, April 7, 2020, May 5, 2020, and June
2, 2020. If you cannot attend in person, please feel free to forward questions,
suggestions and topics of importance by email to the Chapter Administrator,
Rebecca Ryan at: admin@maafcc.org.
On a personal note, one of the most valuable benefits of my AFCC membership
has been the opportunity to meet other lawyers, mental health practitioners,
and Court staff who share my commitment to compassionately assisting
families in conflict and to improving court practices and procedures in a familyfocused way. The individuals I’ve met are valuable resources for second
opinions and consults and many have become good friends who encourage me
in the practice. I encourage you to become more involved in our community!
Please attend the events we have planned and/or consider referring a friend,
colleague, or student – the more the merrier and the more engaging our
dialogue can be.
Welcome New Members!
Marc Fitzgerald, David Wilkinson, Stephanie Curtin, Nicole Theiss, Karen
Oliveira, Elena Tsizer, Kristin Weberg, Robert Setterbo, Dionne Tarantino,
Richard Stewart, Jude Currier, Michele Keratsis, Wendie Murstein, Kim LaDue,
Chantal Rice, Kathleen Michaud, Natalia Bukhanova, Barbara Drury, Rita
Vatcher, Jenifer Zajac, Constanca Esteves-Sorenson, Steven Shapse, Lindsey
Davis, Sheryl Dennis, Stephanie Levin, Dianne Lawlor, Kate Nemens
And we would like to thank each of the 175 people who renewed their chapter
membership each year. According to national we have one of the highest
member retention rate in all of AFCC. That sure says something about the
benefits folks receive from membership, don’t you think?
Thank you!

Member Spotlight
Spotlight on Harry Somers
For anyone who has been in the biz for a while, it is inconceivable that they
have not heard about Harry Somers. He is literally a living legend.
Harry began his career as a line probation officer in Middlesex Probate and
Family Court. Back in the day when resources were limited and expectations
were expansive, Harry distinguished himself among his colleagues as a true “go
to guy.” In 1983 Harry left the court and began providing individual therapy
and accepting GAL evaluations as he pursued his doctoral degree in Counseling
Psychology at Northeastern University.
Then, in the 90’s, Harry was selected to be part of a National Institute of Drug
Abuse study on cocaine addiction where he received training and supervision
in cognitive therapy for substance abuse allegations. Soon thereafter, Harry
once again became the go-to person for those seeking understanding about
and means of supporting people who were afflicted with substance abuse
issues. He conducted many workshops on parenting and substance abuse
where he covered theories of substance abuse and its impact on parents and
children.
Throughout his career as a GAL, Harry has completed over 700 reports. One
distinguishing factor about Harry’s GAL work is that he has only been called
upon (to have his report challenged) in fewer than 10% of those cases. For
those in the know, this confirms the solid ground upon which Harry built his
reports and the appropriateness of his recommendations.
And so, it went for many years. Harry diligently developed his private clinical
practice and served the court and its various stakeholders. Now along comes
2019. Like all of us, Harry has experienced the reality of aging. In his case he
was given a specific challenge when diagnosed with a re-occurrence of cancer,
something he had successfully recovered from years earlier. This time, Harry
again tackled the medical challenge with determination and positivity, and
fortunately for all of us, he has the upper hand once again.
Most recently, Harry decided it was time for him to scale back on some of his
work responsibilities to make more room in his life to share it with his wife
Pattie and their family. In keeping with his full-on approach to life, Harry also
decided to get his captain’s license so he can charter people around on his
boat!

But not to worry, Harry remains an active member of the board of our MA
chapter and MAGAL. He will continue to serve as a vital resource for those
looking to learn more about how substance abuse impacts parenting. As you’ll
see elsewhere in this newsletter, Harry frequently is asked to present at
professional organizations; most recently, he presented on this topic at the
2019 AFCC Annual Conference in Toronto, where he and Pattie took a leisurely
sightseeing tour, and again at the AFCC-AAML conference in San Diego.
From all of us, Harry, please accept a heartfelt thank you for all that you’ve
done and will continue to do in service to the families of our Commonwealth,
particularly those whose lives are impacted by substance abuse.
Officers, Board Members, and Committee Chairs
Officers:

Jennifer Clapp, President
Kelly A. Flynn Zawistowski, President-Elect
Patricia Brady, Immediate Past President
Mira Levitt, Secretary
Katherine Potter, Treasurer
Colleen Cunnally
Emmanuel Dockter
Lisa Gallagher
Claudette-Jean Girard
Kathleen Michaud
Tony Pelusi
Joanne Romanow
Harry Somers

Board Members:
Stephen Burns
Alicia Doherty
Graham Garwood
Alisa Hacker
Richard Novitch
James Richards
Vicki Shemin
Stephanie Tabashneck

Committees:
Membership – Stephen Burns
Legislative/Judicial - Jennifer Clapp,
Conference –Mira Z. Levitt; Lisa Gallagher , Vicki L. Shemin , Donna Feinberg
Rachwal, Alex Jones, Jessica Greenwald O'Brien, Jonathan Fields, David
Medoff, Lesley Goldsmith, and Bob Zibbell
Symposium – Katherine Potter, Richard Novitch, Alisa Hacker, Patricia Brady
Round Table – Claudette-Jean Girard
Newsletter – Tony Pelusi
Nominating - Jennifer Clapp, Kelly A. Flynn Zawistowski, Patricia Brady,
Substance Abuse – Patricia Brady, Donna Feinberg Rachwal, Stephanie
Tabashneck, Harry Somers
Liaison to Dispute Resolution Organizations - Joanne Romanow

Chapter Liaison with National - Joanne Romanow
Scholarships - Kelly A. Flynn Zawistowski, Jennifer Clapp
Members, if you are interested in joining one of these committees, please
email one of us to let us know. All are welcome!
Committee Reports
Membership
Well, now we know that it will take more than two heavy early winter snow
storms to stop our members from fulfilling their commitments! On Tuesday,
December 3rd the majority of the 35 members who pre-registered for our
annual Holiday Mixer and Toy Drive gathered at Joe’s American in Dedham,
MA. Many folks even made the trip just to drop off the gifts they bought for
the child in DCF custody. Those who stayed were treated to an impromptu
round table lead by our own Robin Deutsch. Robin shared her 10 Tips for
Holidays and then facilitated a lively discussion. It is fair to say a good time
was had by all. Thanks to everyone for paying it forward to a child in less
fortunate circumstances than we find ourselves in, and especially to Steve
Burns for organizing the soiree and playing Santa Claus and delivering the gifts
to DCF.

Legislative/Judicial
PARENTAGE ACT SB 77 HB 139 was filed and the Board voted that MAAFCC
would join a host of organizations and co-sponsor the bill. We’ll keep you
posted as the bill winds its way through the legislature.
Conference
2019 - Our keynote speaker was Michael Saini, PhD,
Associate Professor of Law and Social work at University of Toronto. The focus
of the conference was on the issue of removal, including new case law and the
role of technology in considering the impact of parent-child distance.
2020 – Save the date! Spring annual conference will be March 27, 2020.
Details to follow

Symposium
On Wednesday January 16, 2019 at the College of the Holy Cross in Worcester,
we were graced with a presentation by Chief Justice Paula Carey and Stephanie
Tabashneck, Psy.D., JD, who spoke on Trauma & Substance Use Disorders:
Implications For Family Court. This was an updated and revised version of the
program that Peggie Ward, PhD and the Chief originally presented at the 55th
Annual AFCC Conference in DC.
This well attended and informative symposium provided an in-depth analysis
of trauma, its manifestations, and approaches all practitioners can use to
ameliorate its impact. This was followed by an insightful presentation on
substance abuse and medication-assisted treatment and their relationships to
family law.
The symposium was approved for 3 CEU hours for Category V, parenting
coordinators.
A copy of the slide deck is available for download from the chapter website.
Round Table
The topic will be children who resist contact with a parent. We will convene in
the Hampden County in the jury pool room on April 7, 2020. We have several
attorneys that are local who have committed to presenting. The time will be
from 3:30pm to 5:00pm. We hope you will join us.

Substance Abuse
What promises to be the most comprehensive manual is presently in the final
editing stages. Stay tuned, this one is a keeper!

Things you might want to know:
So, word is Robin Deutsch (former MA AFCC and AFCC International
President) “retired” (fear not though, it is only from her position as Director of
the Center of Excellence for Children, Families and the Law which included the
CAFES Program at William James College). While she passed that mantle of
responsibility along to Jessica Greenwald O’Brien (long time member), Robin is
far from retired. Presently, she remains active in teaching around the globe,
serving as a consultant and testifying expert, writing, a bit of clinical work, and
her work with Overcoming Barriers just to round out her day. Some
retirement, eh?
Speaking of CAFES, Judge Christina Harms re-retired. First from the bench and
most recently from her position at CAFES. Word has it that she is now actually,

really, retired. But still actively in touch with old colleagues and
friends. Before leaving CAFES, she helped Robin recruit Jessica, then she
recruited both Mary Ferriter (former AFCC National President) and Jenn
Sevigney Durand (former MA AFCC President) to head up the CAFES GAL
program, and the CAFES High Conflict Parent Education program. Mary now
oversees the High Conflict Parenting Class while Jenn supports the graduate
and post doc staff in the preparation of their GAL reports. Surely, it takes a
village, and what a strong one this is!

And now, over to the Chief’s Office where Jocelynne Welsh retired in
June. Her replacement will be named later and, in the meantime,
Denise Fitzgerald is pulling extra duty and performing with elegance
many of the functions Jocelynne was responsible for. For example,
did you notice the updated list of approved CEU courses and new
guidelines for PC’s and GAL’s on the court’s website? If not, read on
and use the hyperlink.
Board Meetings and locations
Board meetings are generally scheduled for the first Tuesday of each month,
except July, at 5:30PM in the offices of Gibbs & Heinle LLP, 57 River Street,
Suite 204, Wellesley, MA 02481. Presently we plan to meet on:
February 4, 2020
March 3, 2020
April 7, 2020
May 5, 2020
June 2, 20202
All members are invited to attend and participate in discussions, however,
voting privileges are reserved for board members only. Non-Board members
are requested to email Admin to let us know that you plan to join us at a
meeting.
Meet the Chief Night
On April 11, 2019, members and invited guests gathered in Norwood for a
relaxed, informative and interactive meeting with Chief Justice John Casey.
The chief graciously shared his time with the group and with many individuals
to share some of the innovations he and his team are exploring. One
interesting tidbit at the time was that the Chief was mid-way in a listening
tour. He is visiting each division of the P&F court to meet with staff, discuss
issues of concern, and learn about some of the local practices that may well

benefit other members of the department. Stay tuned, folks for his message,
as this guy has a vision!

News from the Probate and Family Court
Greetings from Chief Justice D. Casey
Since I became Chief Justice in the summer of 2018, I have had the honor and
pleasure to meet with the members of various organizations that have the
mission of the Probate and Family Court foremost in their missions, including
AFCC. I am impressed by, and grateful for, the dedication of the judges,
lawyers, and clinicians that strive to make the court experience for litigants
and their children the most efficient and beneficial process it can be.
In support of that goal, the Probate and Family Court has been working on a
number of initiatives to improve outcomes for families that appear in the
Probate and Family Court. For Fiscal Year 2019, the Probate and Family Court
received budget funding to hire legal research and writing staff and sessions
clerks. The Court currently has eleven law clerk positions and eight research
attorney positions throughout Massachusetts. One of the research attorneys
is assigned full-time to the complex Fiduciary Litigation Session. This number
of staff dedicated to research and writing is at the highest level it has been in
many years. The Court also hired sessions clerks throughout Massachusetts.
There is now one sessions clerk for each judge, enabling judicial case managers
and assistant judicial case managers to focus on case management, rather than
being in the courtroom.
I have long recognized that case management is a crucial component to better
outcomes for families. Every case is not the same, and should not be treated
the same. I am a proponent of a pathways approach to case management
where a case will be screened by an assistant judicial case manager and put on
a path unique to that case’s needs – whether it be education for the litigants
about court processes; information about on- and off-site mediation and
conciliation; or other particular needs of the case. This new system is aimed at
improving the court process at every stage, and for everyone involved. The
ultimate goal of the pathways approach is to reduce the challenges for, and
increase the satisfaction level of, the people who need the Probate and Family
Court, either personally or professionally, every day. To help formulate and
implement this case management approach, the Court recently received a
grant from the State Justice Initiative and will be working with the National
Center for State Courts on this project. As this project progresses, I look
forward to sharing more updates with you.

The Probate and Family Court has established a mediation pilot in Essex,
Middlesex, and Suffolk with the goal of reducing the level of conflict in child
support and custody cases involving DOR. The on-site mediation is available
for both state-initiated and non-state initiated child support parenting time
matters and the pilot accepts referrals from both DOR and judges in other
sessions. Interpreter services are available for the pilot. The pilot is operated
in conjunction with the Massachusetts Office of Public Collaboration. All of the
individuals who serve as on-site screeners in the pilot program are trained
mediators who have satisfied the qualification requirements in SJC Rule 1:18
for mediators. They have received 30 hours of basic mediation training, plus
additional advanced training specifically in family and/or divorce mediation.
All of the mediators have received some form of domestic violence training
and all cases are screened for domestic violence. The initial election to
mediate, as well as the ability to opt out at any point in the mediation process,
is built into the pilot design. If at any stage of the proceeding either one of the
parties wishes to withdraw his or her consent to mediate parenting time, the
mediation process comes to an end. We plan to continue this successful pilot
with additional Trial Court ADR funding.
The professional parenting time supervisor fee-generating category was
created in 2000, yet never formalized with an application and training, or
populated with individuals. I have created an initial working group to develop
an application and requirements for professional parenting time supervisors.
We will be reaching out to bar associations and other organizations in the next
few months for their input and may add members to the working group. I am
also exploring the creation of another parenting coordinator category that
would have fewer training commitments, for a more limited type of
appointment. On the technology side, we are asking that all fee-generating
issues – applications, the filing of continuing education requirements,
questions – be sent electronically. We have an email account dedicated to feegenerating issues that is being checked by the attorneys in the Administrative
Office. The email address is pandf.feegenerating@jud.state.ma.us. I
encourage you to view the Probate and Family Court’s fee-generating page on
mass.gov. It can be found at: https://www.mass.gov/lists/fee-generatingappointments-in-the-probate-and-family-court. This page has all the
information you need to apply to be on different categories, and has the
information for your training requirements to remain on the lists. If you are
currently on Category E, F, or V, there are requirements due by January 17,
2020.
Parent education has been a requirement in divorce cases for many years. I
hope that in the future this educational opportunity will be available for all
parents, not just for those in divorce situations. We are working with a
doctoral student to assess the current state of parent education in
Massachusetts. She will be researching what other states do regarding format,
length, topics covered – and what parent education should look like in the

future. I expect to have more information to share on this topic in the
upcoming months.
Many changes to the bench and Administrative Office staff occurred in 2019
and will occur in 2020. Judges Donnelly and Kaplan retired in 2019, and Judge
Sacks will retire in January 2020. Judges Phelan and Smola will retire in the fall
of 2020. New to the bench are Judges Allen, Burchill, Cafazzo, Melia, and
Tetreau. In the Administrative Office, Ilene Mitchell and Jocelynne Welsh
retired. Recently hired at the Administrative Office are Diane J. Beswick, our
managing attorney, and Danny Soto, administrative attorney. I thank those
who have retired for their contributions to the Probate and Family Court, and
welcome our new additions!
In closing, I’d like to thank you for all that you do for the people we serve at
the Probate and Family Court. It is easier to be a part of a court system when
you know there are so many dedicated professionals invested in what we all
do.
John Casey
Chief Justice
Probate and Family Court Department
AFCC 56th Annual Conference
Toronto
Annual Conference Review
First off, if you haven’t attended one of the national conferences, you are
significantly diminishing the ROI of your membership investment. These are
unprecedented conferences. You will also want to mark your calendar,
because the 2021 Conference will once again be in Boston from June 2 - 5.
For many of us, this relaxing, learning, and networking experience began with
a day at one of the Institutes. Robin Deutsch, PhD presented on Evidence
Informed Interventions for Parent Child Contact Problems. Alex Jones, JD, a
member of the AFCC Task Force on Parenting Coordination, joined a panel that
spoke about Parenting Coordination in a Global Context. Those of us in
attendance were the first to learn that the AFCC Board voted to adopt the
revised PC Guidelines. (OOOPPS, was that another member benefit that snuck
in?)
Click here for an electronic copy of the Guidelines for Parenting Coordination .
On the social front, there were so many MA attendees that we needed to split
our traditional Thursday night Dinner into two groups. Some of us went
healthy protein at a vegan Mexican place that Stephanie found while the rest
of the contingency opted for traditional protein and watched Bruins game 2.

Day 1 began with an engaging conversation with Hon. Claire L'Heureux-Dube,
the 91-year-old trail blazing retired justice of the Supreme Court of
Canada. This vivacious woman shared many inspiring stories of courage,
determination, and commitment to principals from her journey. Justice
L’Heureux-Dube has done so much in her life that poises her as a model for
how each of us can achieve our best in the challenging field of family
law. Known as the ‘great dissenter’, she left us with the idea that yesterday’s
dissents become today’s law....as it should be, perhaps, since as she says, “The
law is alive and dynamic not static”.
As always, each day was packed full of interesting workshops.
In addition to those mentioned above MA chapter members Kate Nevins and
David Medoff, PhD shared an enlightening and engaging presentation on
Parenting with a Psychiatric Disability. They did a tremendous job explaining
how to effectively position some of our most challenged clients to get on as
level a playing field as possible when facing the loss of liberty, and parenting
rights. We learned much about the vital importance of having the mental
health professional and lawyer collaborate in framing the questions to be used
in any psych eval in support of receiving a report that presents the most
accurate and useful picture of the client to the tribunal.
On Friday morning we were treated to a well-researched and comprehensive
presentation by Stephanie Tabashneck, Psy.D, JD. Titled, The Opioid Epidemic
and Family Courts. Her presentation took us on a deep dive into the
intersection of substance abuse and family courts. One of the more impressive
aspects of the presentation was how gracefully Stephanie shared her
knowledge about how this crisis touches not only on the USA but Canada and
elsewhere in the world where attendees hailed from. (AFCC membership
presents a great opportunity for members to share and learn new and
innovative approaches to deal with challenges faced by family law
practitioners all over the globe.)
And speaking of a deep dive, those of us who participated in the Effects of
Substance Abuse on Parenting and Conducting Evaluations workshop that
Harry Somers gave to a packed room on Saturday morning received an
organized and detailed overview of the impact of this insidious disorder. With
his years of experience and training, Harry has developed a method of working
with clients that shrinks the size of the openings in the sieve so small that little
if any information of value is able to slide thorough unnoticed.
We are fortunate to have such accomplished members in our chapter, and are
appreciative of their work. Oh, yeah, that’s another member benefit--you have
the opportunity to call on these professionals as resources when needed.
Questions for all: Who is a colleague you know who would benefit from joining
AFCC? Why not invite them to join and/or attend an event with you? And, are
you ready to step up and be a presenter at the AFCC Annual Conference in
Boston in 2021? It’s never too early to start thinking about it.

Alex Jones, Mary Ferriter, David Medoff, Wendy Hickey, Greg and Stephanie Tabashneck,
Donna Feinberg, Tony Pelusi, Pat Brady, and Alisa Hacker relaxing together after the Annual
Banquet

Christmas Party 2018
This year’s Holiday Mingle was held on December 4th (see Membership
committee report above) As we did last year the event is free to all members
who bring a new unwrapped toy. Thanks to Steve Burns, JD who built a
connection with the folks at DCF and Wonder Fund who ensure that needy
children are remembered on Christmas morning. All of the toys that were
donated last year found their way into the hands of children under the
supervision of DCF, many of whom would not receive any holiday presents if
not for these generous donations. Thanks to all who participated last year.
Please join us again in this worthwhile effort.

President Pat Brady and Steve Burns show off the swag!

Mentor Opportunities
If you are new to the practice, and/or our association and would like to
develop a mentor/mentee relationship with a more experienced member who
is willing to share their wisdom let us know. We welcome the opportunity to
play matchmaker! Please let Tony Pelusi know of your interest either way.
(Looks like another one to me)

Parenting Coordination & GAL Update
In October the Chief’s office published revised Category E, F, and V Training
Requirements. Information on all Fee Generating Appointments is available on
the site as well.

List Serve
Got one of those nettlesome questions that you’d like a quick answer
to? Need a case reference or a pointer to the most recent research? Want a
template for a motion or pleading?
There is no need for anyone in our community to re-create the wheel or
struggle alone. When you join MA AFCC you become a member of an
association of like-minded skilled professionals who value sharing with and
supporting others. Our list serve is a great place to connect with and draw
upon the collective wisdom of our members.
So, check out our list serve. MA AFCC YAHOO GROUP
All you need is a Yahoo! Account to join. Please do.
And once you are on the list you can participate in a discussion, with all
members of the group, by simply sending one email
to maafcc@yahoogroups.com.
To join, email if maafcc-subscribe@yahoogroups.com and if you ever want to
leave the group, just send an email to maafcc-unsubscribe@yahoogroups.com
Online Membership Directory
Did you even know that we have an online member directory that serves as a
resource to the public?
MA AFCC members can log in and set up their own profile. This is a great way
for you to establish yourself as a competent professional in the eyes of your
peers and the public (you can even add a link to your own website!) It is also
an effective and efficient way to find and connect with subject matter experts
across the state. Check it out today:
http://directory.maafcc.org/join
News from the National

People get ready for the 2020 Annual Conference When a Child Rejects a
Parent: Are We Part of the Problem or the Solution?
which will be held in New Orleans from May 27 – 30. Be there, or be square!
This promises to be a treasure trove of learning
Guest Columns
On behalf of the Board please allow me to extend an open and ongoing
invitation to each and every one of our members to contribute to this
newsletter as a “guest” author. In each issue, we hope to provide the
opportunity to spotlight one or more of our members who choose to share
their insight, knowledge, and experience on a variety of topics that we hope
are relevant and of interest to our members. Please contact Tony Pelusi if you
are interested in submitting a contribution, or know someone who might be
interested if they received a gentle prompt.
The views expressed herein are those of the author. Neither AFCC nor MA
AFCC endorses or takes a position on that which is expressed.
Guest Contributors
Ok, at the risk of being perceived as Johnny OneNote, did I mention the
opportunity you have to share and receive quality and timely writings such as
these?
Thanks to two of our members we are pleased to offer the following resources
which we hope you will find useful. Copies of each submission are available on
the chapter website.
Navigating Informed Consent To The Road That Ought To Be More
Traveled
By Vicki Shemin
Family Drug Courts: Combatting the Opioid Epidemic
By Stephanie Tabashneck
We Want and Need Your Input for this Newsletter to Succeed
This is YOUR organization. Have you written something that might be of
interest to our members? Will you be speaking on a panel that other members
might benefit from attending? Is there a “burning issue” that ignites your
passion that you want to share about? Want to share your learning or a
perspective you picked up at a training or something you learned when trying
one of your cases? All of these and more present great opportunities for you to
consider submitting something for publication in our newsletter. If you have
an idea or just want to talk about the possibility call 781.944.9449 or email
Tony Pelusi.

