We are going to approach the story of Palm Sunday in a new way today.  


On the day where we waved palm branches 



and laid down our coats to proclaim Jesus is King.  


On the day when Jesus showed us how he was truly going to come as our king, 



SLIDE not on a victory stallion, 



but on the colt of a donkey, 


we are going to look at how sin effected this situation 



and effects our trust today in God.  

As we will look at as Holy Week progresses, 


today we are shouting, SLIDE


“Hosanna!  



Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.”  

By Thursday we will be saying with Peter, SLIDE

“I never knew the man.”  

By Friday, 


we will be shouting down Pilate's suggestion and demanding, SLIDE


“Crucify Him!”  

So what is it about us 


that allowed us to transition from, SLIDE


“Jesus is my Lord and King.” 



to “Crucify Him!” 




in the span of 6 days?

I think we know the answer, SLIDE

Either “Sin”  or “Evil.”  

But I think that if Satan had his way, 


he would want us to stay at that level.  

So that anything we do not like 


is 'evil.'  

Which would mean according to some SLIDE

taxes, 


the Red Sox or Yankees, 


and according to at least one in my family, 



“Salmon” are evil.  

If it causes us suffering, 


we call it evil.  

This is to give Satan way too much credit.  


We were created to suffer from the very beginning.  

As we hear the situation in Genesis 3 go down, 


it is implied that there was going to be suffering in the labor of the fields 


and their was going to be suffering in the labor of labor. 

What the story tells us 


is why there is an increase in the suffering.  

Scholar Iain Provan defends this idea of 


suffering being part of God's good creation 



by pointing to Genesis 2:17 SLIDE


where death is mentioned.  

Our idyllic version of this scene, 

or our assumption is 


that if Adam and Eve would not have eaten the fruit of the tree, 



they would have lived forever.  

But Provan points out 


that when the Lord tells them they will die, 



their response is telling.  


They don't ask, SLIDE


“What is death?”  


They have already been told, 



“From dust you were made 



and to dust you will return.”  

Death and suffering is a natural part of life from the garden on, 


from before the fall on.  

At the end of the scene, 


the Tree of Life is an issue now, 



because if they eat of it, 



they would live forever in the fallen state.  

At the end of the story, 


when we are redeemed by Jesus' blood, 



we are then free to eat of the tree of life and live forever.

So if suffering by itself is not bad, 


evil, or a sign of sin.  



Which we should know from personal experience.  




Running and exercise causes suffering 





and life at the same time.  SLIDE

How do we distinguish what type of suffering is bad?  



After all, 




on Friday, 



we will say the day is Good, 




because Jesus suffered and died for us.  

So we need to realize that there are two types of suffering, SLIDE

intrinsic and extrinsic.  

Intrinsic is that which comes with the reality of life, 


getting older, 


work needing skill and effort, 


growing another human inside you 



and then bringing it into the world.  

But then there is extrinsic suffering, 


“suffering that arises from embracing Evil.”  

Now Provan recommends these terms 


because we have traditionally referred to them as SLIDE


natural evil and moral evil.  


Giving credit to evil for both of them.   

Earthquakes, fires, and floods are called natural evil 


because they bring suffering.  

We tend to pin them in the evil category, 


but they are also how the world renews and revitalizes itself.  


It is where we most naturally treat each other as human beings.

They are natural occurrences that get dubbed evil, 


because of how we have built our world.  

With proper engineering, 


many buildings can work with earthquakes and floods.  

It is usually when our moral evil 

or extrinsic suffering get involved


 that we have problems.   

Building on sand 


instead of solid rock 



will cause houses to fall.  

Buildings next to each other 


without a barrier in between them and the forest 



did not help in California this fall.

If we viewed the world with intrinsic suffering as part of creation, 


as Genesis does.  SLIDE
Seeing it as a “temporary, 


passing necessity on the way to somethings else.”  

We do not need to figure out why God allows earthquakes, 


labor pain, 


or work to be toilsome.  SLIDE
We need to figure out how evil got in the equation 


and compounded the suffering.  

Which is what Genesis tells us.  SLIDE

Evil compounds the intrinsic suffering.  



The pain of child birth is “greatly increased,” 



labor in the fields is toilsome and hard, 



enmity between us and evil now exists.

This evil is a creature that the Lord God has made.  


The fact that the creature is a serpent 



connects it with the primeval chaos that Genesis 




and other creation stories start with.  

This creature is not a god, 


but is a nonhuman force 



that we would want to think did not qualify as 




part of the “good creation” in Genesis.  

But if we have free will, 


why would God not let other creatures have free will as well?  

We would want to say, 


well look at what happened 



when the serpent exercised it 



and caused us to fall.  

We reach one of the tricky points of life.  SLIDE

Just because we have something, 



it is still up to us to decide how to use it.  


We have the freedom to choose our way 



or God's way.  


As did the serpent.  SLIDE
The adjective describing the serpent is “'arum.”  


Most translations use it as crafty in this case, 


but in other contexts it means prudent.  

So like all characteristics, 


it can be used for better or worse.  

This craftiness 


helps the serpent put something in us that never existed before.  


Never existed as part of the good creation.  SLIDE


That is “doubt.”  

What if God is not really like he says he is?  


Do you see how this leads to issues?  

When we don't know clearly what God says, 


then doubt can be sown freely within us.  

The text of Genesis 3 shows the damage being done 


as the serpent frames questions that get Eve further and further from the truth.  

SLIDE
“Did God really say 


“Don't eat from any tree in the garden?”  

“We can eat, 


but we can't touch or eat from this one.”  

The story is changing, 


doubt is being sown.  

Again, SLIDE

“You will not die, 



instead you will have super powers!”  

Everything is being cast 


as God is holding back from us.

Fast forward to Jerusalem SLIDE

and the people have seen all what Jesus could do.  

This Sunday they are ready to trust him whole heartedly.  


But we see doubt left and right sprouting up.  

Most of the Pharisees and Sadducees had already set their minds on the fact 


that this could not be the Messiah.  

But then we start seeing the disciples fall as well.  


First Judas, 



doubting that Jesus' way would work, 




sells him out to call Jesus to action.  


Peter sees him arrested 



and starts to doubt.  


The people seeing their once free and wise teacher 



being subdued by the Roman Empire was crushing their trust.  

They can't see the potential that they saw on the mountain as he taught, 


or as he touched and healed, 


or as he broke bread and fed thousands.  

That power is what should be happening, SLIDE

not him being whipped 


and a crown of thorns on his head.  



My Savior doesn't look like this!  


We see this in almost all our super heroes who save the earth.  



They look good.  



That is why they wear spandex, 




to show off their looks.  SLIDE

They can't look like someone who hasn't slept all night 



and been beaten by the same soldiers




 who heckle our children on the way to school.  


This man is not who we thought he was.
Doubt is alive and well.

We undercut God's generosity in the garden 

and we undercut Jesus' Lordship 


and Messianic call in the course of Holy Week.  

I say we in both cases, 


because despite what we want to pretend as men, 



we are equally guilty in the garden.  

A common line is to say the serpent tricked the woman 


and if a man was there, 



it would not have happened.  

The man was there the whole time.  


Genesis 3:6 ends, SLIDE


“She also gave some to her husband, 




who was with her, 



and he ate it.”  

He listened to this whole conversation 


and did not add anything to it, 



lets the woman take the risk, 




doesn't stop her, 



and then when it appears she is fine, 




partakes as well.  

The woman at least tried to stand up for God in this case.  


The man was silent 



but complicit. 

What Genesis is trying to tell us is, SLIDE

that doubting who God is 


and what he says, 



makes suffering worse.  

Scripture was clear throughout 


that a suffering servant would need to come 


and lay down his life for ours.  



We will see this in the Seder meal, 



in the last supper, 



and on good Friday.  
How much did we compound the suffering 


by not believing that Jesus was 



who we proclaimed he was 




as he rode in to Jerusalem this day.  


The Son of David, 


the Messiah, 


the one who comes in the name 



or character of the Lord Almighty.  

All of these doubts showed how much we needed a Messiah to come.  SLIDE
How much suffering have we caused 


anytime we have doubted how God created us as Human Beings.  

Our nation is in a battle right now 


about who we are as human beings.  



Are we all created in God's image, 




or just some of us?  



Is one gender superior to another?  



What is our role as rulers, stewards, and regents 




of this temple called earth?  



How do we go about being fruitful and multiplying this world?  



Did the world start out perfect 




or was there still room for improvement?  

All of these questions are answered in these first three chapters of Genesis.  

We are left to answer, 


do be believe Genesis as God wrote it?  


Or do we believe Genesis where it is convenient 



and trust the world for better explanations that fit with our actions?  

The world is full of other answers, 


answers that can sow either faith or doubt from the same question.  



So how do we answer them?  

Do we trust in God to be who he says he is 


and how he made us?  

Or do we trust in ourselves to be the end all of truth?  SLIDE

Trusting in things in place of God is idolatry, 



which arises from doubt.

Do you believe that you are a Prince or Princess of God?  


The world wouldn't want you to believe that.  



You are just a pawn at best it would say.  

But if you accept that, 


you are going down a road of evil 



that disavows that you are a child of the King.  
Whenever we do something as simple as doubting who we are,


we compound the suffering we as individuals experience, 


but also we as a community experience.  

These lies, 


this doubt of how God made us,  



hurt us all.  

Because we all matter to God 


and we all matter to each other.  

So live into what you started the service proclaiming, SLIDE

that Jesus is our Lord, 


our Messiah, 

he came in God's character 


because he was God.  

And then return to that reality 


whenever doubt threatens to creep in.
