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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
Welcome to each and every one of you out there in the pews and out there on the conference call. Thank you for joining us following all of your Thanksgiving festivities and travels to dive into the Word together here with one another today. Speaking of travels, we have made it through Lectionary Year C and all of those wonderful messages from Luke. Now we are set to embark on this new year in the church as we begin our travel through Lectionary Year A. Now we move on to all the delightful messages from Matthew. As we set course to travel through all of these messages together throughout the year let us be mindful of one thing, and that is we will explore every one put in front of us. Just remember, there indeed is a reason for each Text that we visit, and just because it may make us uncomfortable at times, it does not mean that it is not something worth visiting, that it is not something worth growing from, and that it is not something worth learning from as well.
So, with all that being said, I invite you to travel through some pretty important questions here with me today as we start out this new church year. Just remember that “Advent gives people time to remember what we know. It is Jesus who is coming, now as a child at Christmas, to be God-with-us in forgiveness and grace; then, on that day of God, as Lord of all, in righteousness and truth.” (7) We truly do know the story, and we truly do know the course that we are about to embark on yet again this Advent season, but that does not seem to leave us without questions sometimes, and that is okay. There indeed is nothing dangerous about questions as long as we are seeking answers to them, and in doing so as long as we are seeking the true answers by going to God. Surrendering our questions and doubt to God who will truly fill in all the blanks as long as we are looking with the right heart and the right mind. So, I ask you and myself here today…
Why worry about the time?
Why worry about a flood?
Why worry about who is getting left behind?
Why worry about staying awake?
Why worry about a thief?
Why worry at all?
That last question may be the most important question of all, and I want you to really let that simmer as we roll through our Gospel Text and time together here today. Why worry at all can seem like such an awkward question, especially in a world that has us so deeply concerned about what might actually happen next. I mean just living in the land of why alone can get us so caught up that we do not even move on past its initial sentiment and question. Then, of course there is that land of worry that manages to trap us all too often as well. However, neither one of those words or mindsets is going to hold me down from moving forward today. I simply refuse to allow either of them to do so! And, I simply refuse to allow all of you to be stopped in your tracks be either of them as well!
Now, what I can say is that list of questions I posed there really does find a way to draw out the main points of our Gospel Text whether you realized it or not. There was indeed some intentionality on my part. Unfortunately, though, what we all come to quickly realize is that this Gospel Text and those questions certainly have an awkward end times vibe to them yet again. I mean just when we thought we were done with this kind of discussion a few weeks ago we seem to be right back at it at the beginning of Advent as well. We are back to having feelings of discomfort for some reason. However, if we really do manage to dive past the surface of this Gospel Text then we come to realize that there is much more than meets the eye. Let alone it is not just us battling with these words and text this day, but these questions have drawn out thoughts and feelings that all types of people have experienced and continue to experience over the course of time and in all places as well. So, we are not alone, and they were not alone either.
Now, of course we all need those constant reminders as believers that we should be living in a totally different mindset. We actually need reminded that we should always be living into the sure and total confidence that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has everything handled, as God does indeed have a master plan for all things. Instead of questioning why, or even going to the extent of worrying about things, we just need to continue on. Yes, I know that is easier said than done for sure, but we really need to stay the course and live into the total trust and anticipation of what is and what is yet to come. By doing that then we come to the very realization that verse eleven from our Second Reading in the thirteenth chapter of Romans today really does hit all the more true. For we hear, “salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers.” (2)
That statement actually summarizes way more than I believe it may have ever been intended to do in today’s context. The folks that put together our lectionary cycle of readings did a masterful job whether they realized it or not. We really did need that message inside of our messages today following that heavy Gospel Text! We needed that message inside or our messages to remind us that if we are truly and constantly preparing, if we are truly and constantly getting ready, and if we are out there sharing our faith with others then God does indeed have it all handled. We come to the constant realization and are reminded that our salvation is guaranteed through the Christ Child that we celebrate each year, and through the very blood of the cross, and His very rising from the grave and conquering death once and for all. With all of this then our whys and worries should simply disappear, and they actually do when we choose to quit counting down and actually start living each day in confidence that our Triune God lives and reigns above all things and all situations. When we lit that first candle on the Advent wreath today we realized this call into the mindset of hope that truly is meant to deliver us from all that may afflict, concern, or worry us here.
As we close things off together here today let’s revisit those questions from earlier with some additional thought and mindset attached to them in order to make them statements of hope and expectation…
So, why worry about the time when we can live into each and every single day with purpose and thanksgiving that we get to experience from the grace and mercy delivered to us from our Triune God.
So, why worry about a flood when we can follow Noah’s lead and build ourselves up just like that boat, and constantly prepare ourselves and be ready for what is promised to happen.
So, why worry about who is getting left behind when we know that God has a plan and a unique purpose for each and every one of us, and if we live right and do right by God and our Neighbors then we know we will be treated accordingly.
So, why worry about staying awake, for rising each day and staying on track with God is what we are truly called to do, and know that we can do with God as our guide.
So, why worry about a thief if we instead are always on guard, and if we guard our hearts and minds against the devil and all of his misleading and deceptive ways.
And, this of course brings us right back to, why worry at all, for we all have the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, right alongside of us everywhere we go and with everything we do. There really is no why or worry when we fully live into the trust and reality of knowing who we are and whose we are! So, go ahead and kick why and worry to the curb, and let our Triune God reign, for that is precisely how it was designed to be from the beginning of time! Let us live into the hope that this Advent season kicks off with and calls us into not just today, but each and every single day!
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.


Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14 (NRSVUE)
Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ’s coming in the future.

11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

[bookmark: _Hlk215034851]Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44 (NRSVUE)
Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, turbulent event that will bring about deep change to our normal, day-to-day lives. Therefore, he urges people to stay awake, be aware, and wait expectantly, because the Son of Man will come unannounced.

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36 “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”
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