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Elena was born and raised in the Soviet Union. She moved to
the United States in 1992 and lived in Anchorage, Alaska, for
26 years.
Elena received her master's in History and English from International Pedagogical University (Magadan, Russian Far East)
in 1985. Then in 2011, she earned her master's in Educational
Leadership from the University of Alaska, Anchorage.
In 2003 Elena and other Anchorage community and Anchorage school district members founded, developed, and led the
first public Russian K-12 Immersion program in the US.

May’s Guest Speaker

Elena has been teaching various subject areas for more than Elena Kostenko-Farkas
30 years. She has worked with different students' age groups
(5-70 years old) as a schoolteacher, a program director, and a university instructor.
Her expertise in second language acquisition, history and literature, and educational leadership has helped establish several of Alaska's non-profit educational and community groups.
In June 2018, she moved to Bradenton, Florida. She began volunteering at Project Light of
Manatee, Inc., an adult English learning school, in the Fall of 2018, and in Spring 2019, she
was offered the position of Executive Director of the school.
In 2009, she received Excellence in Teaching Award (K-12) from the American Association of
Teachers of Slavic and East-European Languages. She is also a recipient of the Terry Higley
Award, Alaska Outstanding K-12 World Language Educator (2015). In addition, she was one
of the first recipients (2007) of the Excellence
DWC Luncheon
in Community Service Award established by
Bridge Builders of Anchorage.
May 12th

11:30 AM
Peridia Golf & Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd E, Bradenton, FL
34203
Please make your reservations and meal
choice by May 5th
Call Sandy Gander at 941.720.6662 or
email her at san.gander@gmail.com
Meal Choices Are On The Next Page
Cost is $20
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May’s President’s Letter
OK. So here I am happily cruising in the Bahamas, when, like an idiot, I decided to look at today’s newspaper only to find out that DeSantis and his cronies have now suspended certain math textbooks. The reason, well it’s proprietary. So, no one really knows why. What could be suspicious about
math? Maybe it’s statistics. Like the statistical fact that historically whites
have faired better than people of color. So, let’s add that to the list of garbage
he is feeding us.
Let’s fight as Democrats to ride ourselves of trash that governs our state. Just because it’s not an
election year, doesn’t absolve us from fighting. You can text, make phone calls or even canvass.
But please, please get involved. Thank you.
Now, I’m going back to my frozen margarita and listening to island music as the ship moves toward Grand Turk. Joanie LeBaron

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND
MEAL CHOICE FOR THE May MEETING
Deadline to register is Friday, May 5th. Call or email
Sandy Gander at 941.720.6662 or san.gander@gmail.com
to register.
Please select one of these meal selections
Cost is $20
#1 Florida Sunshine Salad with grilled chicken
#2 Quiche Lorraine with fruit cup
#3 Shrimp Salad croissant sandwich with fruit cup
All meals come with bread and butter, nonalcoholic drink of your choice and a dessert of cheesecake with strawberry glaze, topped with whipped cream.
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‘I’ve had enough of being kicked around’:
Black delegation in FL House is
on the offense
The third and last day of the special legislative session in
Florida was a doozy, with GOP lawmakers approving
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ congressional maps that cut certain
Black seats.

in the redistricting process.

In an extraordinary display in the state House chamber,
Black lawmakers loudly chanted, wore t-shirts that read
“Stop the Black Attack,” and staged a sit-in protest that
shut down debate over African-American representation

State Rep. Travaris McCurdy, who represents part of Orange County, said:
“We shouldn't be here begging for representation in 2022,” he said. "I've had enough of being
kicked around in this building, in this chamber and still being expected to smile and shake your
hands and engage in conversation with the same people who are trying to oppress my people.”
“When Black votes are under attack, we stand up and fight back,” the crowd of Black lawmakers
yelled on the House floor on Thursday.

But as Florida Phoenix reporter Issac Morgan, writes, “For years now, that's not always been the
case in the GOP-controlled Legislature, where Black lawmakers and Democrats often get rolled
over as Republican legislators approve their conservative agendas.
“But this week, Black lawmakers demanded to be heard. They'd had enough. They're now on the
offensive. And they're going to stay there.”
BY: ISSAC MORGAN , Florida Phoenix

Rick Scott is done with Disney Plus, Disney
World after ‘parental rights’ pushback
Sen. Rick Scott said Monday that he has no plans to go back
to Disney World and that he’s canceled his subscription to
the Disney+ streaming service in the wake of the company’s
opposition to the state’s Parental Rights in Education law.
The Senator, during an appearance on the Fox Business Network’s “Mornings with Maria,” contended that he’s done giving his money to the house that Mickey
Mouse built.
“I got rid of my Disney+. I’m not planning on going back to the park,” Scott told host Maria Bartiromo.
Scott hailed the “common sense” law, saying “our kindergarteners shouldn’t be taught about sex in
school.”
“So why Disney wants to go and engage in some social issue, it doesn’t make any sense to me,”
Scott said. “In a company that is reliant on a special tax status, it doesn’t make any sense.”
Since Disney’s opposition to the Parental Rights in Education bill emerged during the 2022 Legislative Session, Scott has had to recalibrate his previously friendly dynamic with the company.
BY: A.G. Gancarski, Florida Politics

3

Florida House Republicans
compare a Democratic protest
against redistricting to the January 6 insurrection at the
US Capitol

Fine called the protesters "toddlers" and downplayed the January 6 attack, claiming that just
one person had died and "they sort of brought it
on themselves" by invading the Capitol. Even
though one protestor, Ashli Babbitt, was shot by
police, three others died from during the attack,
including from heart-related problems. Five poRepublican state lawmakers in Florida are com- lice officers died in the days and weeks after the
paring a Democratic protest over the state's con- attack.
troversial new congressional map, which will
eliminate two districts held by Black Democrats, Fine said Democrats protesting at the Florida
House "violated their oath of office."
to the violent January 6 attack on the US Capitol.
He added, "One could argue it's treason."
"What occurred there was far worse than what
Rep. Spencer Roach, a
happened on JanuRepublican of Fort Myary 6," Republican
ers, used similar lanstate Rep. Randy Figuage as Fine describe
ne told Insider after
the Florida House prothe vote on the map.
test.
"There's no question.
January 6 was a
"House Democrats are
bunch — was a few
staging an insurrection
hundred clowns who
on the House floor to obacted like idiots in
struct the democratic
the Capitol. Nothing
process," he wrote on
was ever at risk.
Judge for yourself and see if you can see how the Twitter. "Shameful."
These are actually
Democrat's protest was worse than the
Republican state Rep.
elected members of
January
6th
insurrection
Blaise Ingoglia tweeted,
the legislature at"I think we need a 4/21
tempting to impede
committee."
its function. It's far
worse. These are
Ingoglia's tweet mocked
constitutional officthe House January 6
ers who've literally
Committee, which has
violated their oath of
been investigating the
office."
attack and former President Donald Trump's inChanting "stop the
volvement in it.
Black attack," Florida House DemoFine told Insider the reacratic lawmakers
son for the disruption
staged a sit-in over
was "their desire to fothe controversial rement a constitutional insurrection."
districting bill, which was designed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis and will eliminate two of "That's what it is. I mean, interfering in the ability
to create congressional maps, which is a constithe state's four districts represented by Black
tutional duty of the states," he said.
Democrats and create four more GOP-leaning
districts.
BY: Kimberly Leonard and Nicole Gaudiano , Business Insider
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The DWC was represented at the Manatee Pride
Festival by Nancy Hadley, Mary Duda, Patti Boynton,
and Brian Heavrin. We ran into DWC past member
Ricki Mazullo and her husband Fred who were in town
after moving to New Mexico

Florida advises no social, hormone treatment
of transgender children in new guidance
In a move that goes against federal guidance, the Florida Department of Health on Wednesday
released guidelines that advise no treatment of gender dysphoria for children and teenagers outside of counseling.
The state’s guidance advises against gender-affirming treatment for people under the age of 18,
including surgery as well as the prescription of hormone therapy or puberty blockers, which suppress the release of testosterone or estrogen.

Florida’s updated guidance also said social transition — things like using a different name, pronouns or style of dress — should not be a treatment option.
Gender dysphoria is the stress an individual feels when their gender identity does not match the
sex they were assigned at birth.
It was not immediately clear what effect the state’s guidance could have on physicians treating
children and teens with gender dysphoria.
BY: Romy Ellenbogen Tampa Bay Times
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Florida cites critical race theory references among
reasons for rejecting 54 math textbooks
Florida’s Department of Education announced
on Friday that the state had rejected 54 math
textbooks out of a total of 132 submitted, citing
references to critical race theory (CRT) among
the reasons for the rejections.
The state agency said 28 textbooks had been
rejected because “they incorporate prohibited
topics or unsolicited strategies, including CRT.”
Among some of the state’s other reasons for
rejecting the mathematical materials, the
department cited the
inclusion of social
emotional learning
(SEL) and Common
Core in the textbooks.
SEL programing is intended to help students develop and
manage healthy relationships and identities, manage their
emotions and make responsible choices, among
other aims. Some conservative activists have
claimed it’s a vehicle for CRT, according
to according to The Washington Post, which is
generally taught in institutions of higher education and centers the United States’ legacy of institutional racism in understanding past and current history.

the discussion of other race- and gender-related
issues from schools. CRT was banned from
Florida classrooms by the state’s Board of Education last year, for example.
Following the move, DeSantis claimed CRT was
“state-sanctioned racism” and that it “teaches
kids to hate our country and to hate each other.”
Spectators cheer Greene as she enters Georgia
courtroomWatch live: Marjorie Taylor Greene
testifies at hearing challenging her House candidacy
Democrats immediately
slammed the Florida Education Department’s latest
move.
“#DeSantis is hysterically
pulling math books out of
FL schools claiming they
‘indoctrinate’ kids with
CRT,” state Rep. Carlos
Guillermo Smith (D), tweeted. “This isn’t just
crazy right-wing pandering— next they’ll spend
MILLIONS of tax dollars forcing schools to buy
math books from GOP campaign donors.”

“I wouldn’t be surprised if Florida Republican
leaders are preparing to ban Algebra from high
schools. They object to the subliminal use of
[brackets] as an indoctrination to the concept of
“It seems that some publishers attempted to
inclusion, they don’t like the equal sign, and
slap a coat of paint on an old house built on the they hate solving problems!” state Rep. Anna
foundation of Common Core, and indoctrinating Eskamani (D) tweeted.
concepts like race essentialism, especially, bizarrely, for elementary school students,” Florida By: CAROLINE VAKIL , The Hill
Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) said in a statement
about the math book rejections.

“I’m grateful that [Florida Commissioner of Education Richard Corcoran] and his team at the
Department have conducted such a thorough
vetting of these textbooks to ensure they comply
with the law.”
This comes as conservative activists and politicians around the country seek to bar CRT and
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Watch Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis deliver an
unhinged speech against "wokeness" and
teaching critical race theory in schools.

CLICK HERE TO WATCH RON
DESANTIS’ BIZARRE SPEECH

Restaurant manager says he received
backlash after raising Ukrainian flag
The manager of a Kentucky restaurant says he
faced backlash after he hoisted a Ukrainian flag
in support of his adoptive son.
Ben Ashlock, the general manager of Colton's
Steak House & Grill in Bardstown, told
the Washington Examiner that he received the
first of several angry messages from a customer
April 9. Customers flooded the restaurant's
decided to stop taking calls, Ashlock said.
phone lines, accusing it of being unpatriotic.
"We had had the flag up for some time," Ashlock "As I have previously stated, there has always
been two Texas flags at the front of the store,"
said, giving a rough estimate of 35 days.
Ashlock explained in the post. "So no American
Trouble began when Ashlock received
flag was replaced. The Texas flag on the right
a Facebook message from a customer who had remained and we put a Ukraine flag in the place
accused him of swapping out a U.S. flag with the of the left one. To hopefully eliminate any further
Ukrainian flag. Ashlock and his wife, who have
confusion, last night we replaced the Texas flag
13 children, raised the flag in support of their
to the right with a USA flag."
adopted son, David, whom they adopted from
"I think initially there was just a knee-jerk reacUkraine and who has hydrocephalus,
a medical condition that causes fluid to build up tion to someone saying we replaced an American flag with a Ukrainian flag," Ashlock told
in the brain, according to Today Food.
the Washington Examiner of the incident.
"Yesterday was a surreal day. We were short"People thought I was trying to be political or
staffed in the kitchen so myself and the other
controversial."
managers were all locked in functions. Suddenly
Ashlock said he doesn't think the criticism of him
a message comes in on our facebook page,"
has evaporated just because it is "less popular"
Ashlock wrote in a Facebook post earlier this
to criticize him in light of the context of his decimonth. "I took a minute to address it."
sion.
People began sharing screenshots of "hateful"
Russia invaded Ukraine in February, causing
messages being posted from local Facebook
millions of Ukrainians to be displaced and tens
groups with him, and the restaurant began reof thousands of deaths.
ceiving calls from people asking why it had
"replaced the American flag" before it eventually BY: Elizabeth Faddis, Washington Examiner

Politics & Voting in Florida
In Florida 47.8% of the people voted for the Democratic Party in the last presidential election, 51.1% voted for the Republican Party, and the remaining 1.1% voted for an Independent
Party.
In the last Presidential election, Florida remained Republican, 51.1% to 47.8%.
Florida voted Republican in four of the six previous Presidential elections (2008 and 2012 went
Democratic)
In the last 4 years (2018-2021), there were 895,919 contributions totaling $230,680,240 to the
Democratic Party and liberal campaigns, averaging $257 per contribution.
In the last 4 years, there were 321,196 contributions totaling $276,662,213 to the Republican
Party and conservative campaigns, averaging $861 per contribution.
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such
as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal
and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling
Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name
just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both
men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

What’s Wrong With Us?

In Norway, Elections are 74% Government
funded, Political advertising on TV and Radio is banned and voter turnout is 87%, .
(Ranked 15th highest in the world).

In the US, elections are 80% funded by
Corporations and the Super-wealthy, much
of it negative TV and Radio advertising, and
voter turnout is 48% (ranked 120th out of
169 countries),

US Navy ship to be named in honor of

Ruth Bader Ginsburg
On March 31st, which marked the final day of Women's History Month,
the Navy announced it would name a replenishment oiler ship
the USNS Ruth Bader Ginsburg. The ship is part of the John Lewisclass of replenishment oilers, which are named in honor of people who
fought for civil and human rights, according to the Navy.
The Lincoln Project is a leading pro-democracy organization in the United States — dedicated to
the preservation, protection, and defense of democracy. Here’s an ad produced by them that
highlights the crazy things the Republicans have done this past week.
After the musical group Van Zant released a new song titled “Sweet Florida ” honoring DeSantis, Stephen Colbert ’s team responded with a country-rock campaign anthem of its own.
The ditty takes aim at the governor for trying to “own the libs” and being “confused by how
masks are used” to reduce the spread of the coronavirus, and calls him “a real disgrace.”
Stephen Colbert's Version Of
Sweet Florida

Last Week In The Republican
Party
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandy Gander

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Christine Fletcher

cfletcher19521952@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

san.gander@gmail.com

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

The Manatee County Democratic office is
open once again. Office hours: MondayFriday 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm. To check status, times, dates of events and club meetings,
please visit our Manatee County Democratic
website at www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Biden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

